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S. 4516. A bill to require the Office of Fed-
eral Procurement Policy to develop govern-
ment-wide procurement policy and guidance
to mitigate organizational conflict of inter-
ests relating to national security and foreign
policy, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr.
HAWLEY):

S. 4517. A bill to expand the eligible uses of
firefighter assistance grant funds, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. RISCH (for himself and Mr.
PORTMAN):

S. 4518. A bill to extend title 42 expulsion
authority, to resume border wall system con-
struction, to preserve the exclusive author-
ity of immigration judges over asylum
claims, and to codify the Migrant Protection
Protocols; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. RISCH, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
Mr. WICKER, Mr. DAINES, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. HAWLEY, and Mr. CRAPO):

S. 4519. A bill to prohibit the Federal Gov-
ernment from promoting, supporting, or con-
tracting with abortion entities, or otherwise
expanding access to abortions on Federal
lands or in Federal facilities; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL):

S. 4520. A bill to establish the Food Safety
Administration to protect the public health
by ensuring the safety of food, preventing
foodborne illness, maintaining safety re-
views and reassessments of food additives,
enforcing pesticide residue tolerances, im-
proving the surveillance of foodborne patho-
gens, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
PADILLA):

S. 4521. A Dbill to require the President to
develop a strategy to ensure the health, safe-
ty, and general welfare of the civilian popu-
lation of the United States in case of cata-
strophic incidents disabling 1 or more crit-
ical infrastructure sectors or significantly
disrupting the critical functions of modern
society, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Ms.
LuMMIS, Mr. ScoTT of South Caro-
lina, and Mr. HAGERTY):

S. 4522. A bill to enhance rulemaking re-
quirements for the Bureau of Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida):

S. 4523. A bill to prohibit the Secretary of
the Air Force from entering into an agree-
ment that would provide for or permit the
joint use of Homestead Air Reserve Base,
Homestead, Florida, by the Air Force and
civil aircraft; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Ms. HIRONO, and Mr.
GRAHAM):

S. 4524. A bill to limit the judicial enforce-
ability of predispute nondisclosure and non-
disparagement contract clauses relating to
disputes involving sexual assault and sexual
harassment; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH:

S. 4525. A Dbill to establish the Prairie du
Rocher French Colonial National Historical
Park in the State of Illinois, and for other
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purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.
By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 4526. A Dbill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to limit the grounds of
deportability for certain relatives of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and veterans, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 4527. A bill to amend section 287 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act to prohibit
immigration officers and agents of the De-
partment of Homeland Security from wear-
ing clothing or other items bearing the word
‘‘police’’; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. SINEMA (for herself and Ms.
LUMMIS):

S. 45628. A Dbill to establish a Government-
wide approach to improving digital identity,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SCHATZ,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. SAND-
ERS, Ms. HIRONO, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. ROSEN,
Mr. CASEY, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR):

S. 4529. A Dbill to provide protections for
children in immigration custody, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr.
MCCONNELL, Mr. THUNE, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr.
LEE, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. MARSHALL, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Ms. ERNST,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. SASSE, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. CrRAPO, Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROUNDS,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. CASSIDY,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr.
ROMNEY, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. PORTMAN,
Mr. COTTON, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. LUMMIS,
Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BURR, Mr. SHELBY,
Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
YouNG, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. ScCOTT of
South Carolina, Mr. BRAUN, and Ms.
COLLINS):

S.J. Res. 55. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Council on Environmental
Quality relating to ‘‘National Environmental
Policy Act Implementing Regulations Revi-
sions’’; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. CRUZ, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. CASSIDY,
and Mr. BARRASSO):

S. Res. 704. A resolution expressing con-
cern about economic and security conditions
in Mexico and reaffirming the interest of the
United States in mutually beneficial rela-
tions with Mexico based on shared interests
on security, economic prosperity, and demo-
cratic values, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
LEE, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. BRAUN, Mr.
WICKER, Ms. ERNST, Mr. YOUNG, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. ScoTrT of Florida, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. THUNE, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, and Mr. MARSHALL):
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S. Res. 705. A resolution congratulating the
pro-life movement on its historic victory in
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organiza-
tion; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HAGERTY (for himself, Mr.
CARDIN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MENENDEZ,
Mr. TiLnis, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
CRUZ, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. LUMMIS,
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
COONS, Mr. MORAN, Mr. DURBIN, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. CRAMER, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. ERNST, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. KELLY, Mr. CAs-
SIDY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. MERKLEY,
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. KING, Mr. TOOMEY, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. PADILLA,
Mr. COTTON, Mr. BENNET, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. SMITH, Mr. WICKER, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. HAWLEY, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. CORNYN, Mr.
THUNE, Mr. GRAHAM, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. SHELBY, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr.
YouNG, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. REED, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. WYDEN,
and Mr. BURR):

S. Res. T706. A resolution remembering
former Prime Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr.
SCHUMER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. LUJAN, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. REED, Ms. WARREN, Ms. HASSAN,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. SANDERS, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CARDIN,

Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. PADILLA, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
PETERS, Ms. SMITH, Mr.

HICKENLOOPER, Mr. KING, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. COONS, Ms. ROSEN, and Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO):

S. Res. 707. A resolution commemorating
the 57th anniversary of the establishment of
the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission, recognizing the importance of the
Commission in addressing inequities in our
economy, and recognizing the tremendous
amount of work left to further protect the
rights of workers, hold employers account-
able for workplace discrimination and har-
assment, and address the wage gap; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
TILLIS, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. FISCHER,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. KAINE, and
Mr. COONS):

S. Res. 708. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate on the political repres-
sion in Belarus on the two-year anniversary
of the August 2020, fraudulent presidential
election; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 304

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 304, a bill to provide targeted
funding for States and other eligible
entities through the Social Services
Block Grant program to address the in-
creased burden that maintaining the
health and hygiene of infants and tod-
dlers, medically complex children, and
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low-income adults or adults with dis-
abilities who rely on adult inconti-
nence materials and supplies place on
families in need, the resultant adverse
health effects on children and families,
and the limited child care options
available for infants and toddlers who
lack sufficient diapers and diapering
supplies, and for other purposes.
S. 331
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 331, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the
age requirement with respect to eligi-
bility for qualified ABLE programs.
S. 350
At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3560, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize certain pro-
grams under part A of title XI of such
Act relating to genetic diseases, and
for other purposes.
S. 481
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
481, a bill to secure the Federal voting
rights of persons when released from
incarceration.
S. 650
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. WARNOCK) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 6560, a bill to enable the pay-
ment of certain officers and employees
of the United States whose employ-
ment is authorized pursuant to a grant
of deferred action, deferred enforced
departure, or temporary protected sta-
tus.
S. 673
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIiroONO) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. CASSIDY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 673, a bill to provide a
temporary safe harbor for publishers of
online content to collectively nego-
tiate with dominant online platforms
regarding the terms on which content
may be distributed.
S. 692
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 692, a bill to award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the female
telephone operators of the Army Signal
Corps, known as the ‘“‘Hello Girls’’.
S. 1725
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1725, a bill to grant a Fed-
eral charter to the National American
Indian Veterans, Incorporated.
S. 1784
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the name of the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MARSHALL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1784, a bill to amend the Fair-
ness to Contact Lens Consumers Act to
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modernize verification of contact lens
prescriptions, and for other purposes.
S. 1848
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1848, a bill to prohibit discrimina-
tion on the basis of religion, sex (in-
cluding sexual orientation and gender
identity), and marital status in the ad-
ministration and provision of child
welfare services, to improve safety,
well-being, and permanency for Iles-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and
queer or questioning foster youth, and
for other purposes.
S. 2287
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from Illinois
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2287, a bill to improve
Federal population surveys by requir-
ing the collection of voluntary, self-
disclosed information on sexual ori-
entation and gender identity in certain
surveys, and for other purposes.
S. 2410
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2410, a bill to address and take ac-
tion to prevent bullying and harass-
ment of students.
S. 2593
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2593, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to improve Federal
oversight of foreign funding in edu-
cation.
S. 2683
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2683, a bill to amend
title XXXIII of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act with respect to flexibility and
funding for the World Trade Center
Health Program, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2693
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2693, a bill to amend the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjust-
ment Act of 1992 to authorize addi-
tional projects related to the Salton
Sea, and for other purposes.
S. 2706
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator from
Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI) and the Sen-
ator from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2706, a bill to
improve diversity in clinical trials and
data collection for COVID-19 and fu-
ture public health threats to address
social determinants of health.
S. 3384
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
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WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3384, a bill to establish in the De-
partment of State the Office to Mon-
itor and Combat Islamophobia, and for
other purposes.
S. 3548
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3548, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to establish a
presumption of service-connection for
certain veterans with tinnitus or hear-
ing loss, and for other purposes.
S. 3909
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3909, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to make em-
ployers of spouses of military per-
sonnel eligible for the work oppor-
tunity credit.
S. 4081
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KIiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4081, a bill to amend the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act to
establish a grant program to assist
with the purchase, installation, and
maintenance of point-of-entry and
point-of-use drinking water quality im-
provement products, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 4105
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH), the Senator from Michi-
gan (Mr. PETERS), the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mrs. FISCHER) and the Senator
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 4105, a
bill to treat certain liquidations of new
motor vehicle inventory as qualified
liquidations of LIFO inventory for pur-
poses of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986.
S. 4182
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 4182, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Labor to issue an occupational safety
and health standard that requires cov-
ered employers within the health care
and social service industries to develop
and implement a comprehensive work-
place violence prevention plan, and for
other purposes.
S. 4223
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4223, a bill to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2022, the rates of com-
pensation for veterans with service-
connected disabilities and the rates of
dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion for the survivors of certain dis-
abled veterans, and for other purposes.
S. 4240
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4240, a bill to amend section 2441
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of title 18, United States Code, to
broaden the scope of individuals sub-
ject to prosecution for war crimes.
S. 4398
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4398, a bill to allow Juve-
nile Justice and Delinquency Preven-
tion Program assistance be used to re-
duce racial and ethnic disparities, and
for other purposes.
S. 4432
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 4432, a bill to
require the Secretary of Commerce to
establish the Sea Turtle Rescue Assist-
ance Grant Program.
S. 4441
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4441, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to provide
for peer support specialists for claim-
ants who are survivors of military sex-
ual trauma, and for other purposes.
S. 4466
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CORNYN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4466, a bill to amend the
Peace Corps Act by reauthorizing the
Peace Corps, providing better support
for current, returning, and former vol-
unteers, and for other purposes.
S. 4467
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) and the Senator from
Virginia (Mr. KAINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 4467, a bill to preserve
access to abortion medications.
S. 4499
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN,
the names of the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. RISCH) and the Senator from Idaho
(Mr. CRAPO) were added as cosponsors
of S. 4499, a bill to prohibit any re-
quirement that a member of the Na-
tional Guard receive a vaccination
against COVID-19.
S. 4504
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the names of the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. CARPER) and the Senator
from New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 4504, a
bill to protect freedom of travel and re-
productive rights.
S. 4510
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH,
the names of the Senator from Dela-
ware (Mr. CARPER), the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Sen-
ator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN),
the Senator from Massachusetts (Ms.
WARREN) and the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 4510, a bill to protect clean
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air and public health by expanding
fenceline and ambient air monitoring
and access to air quality information
for communities affected by air pollu-
tion, to require hazardous air pollutant
monitoring at the fenceline of facilities
whose emissions are linked to local
health threats, to ensure the Environ-
mental Protection Agency promulgates
rules that require hazardous air pollut-
ant data measurement and electronic
submission at fencelines and stacks of
industrial source categories, to expand
and strengthen the national ambient
air quality monitoring network, to de-
ploy air sensors in communities af-
fected by air pollution, and for other
purposes.
S.J. RES. 25
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 25, a joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States relating to
contributions and expenditures in-
tended to affect elections.
S. RES. 669
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 669, a resolu-
tion condemning the use of hunger as a
weapon of war and recognizing the ef-
fect of conflict on global food security
and famine.
S. RES. 697
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 697, a resolution des-
ignating July 2022 as ‘‘Plastic Pollu-
tion Action Month.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BENNET:

S. 4513. A bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 to provide funding or innovations
in community policing, mental health
care, and community safety, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, a few
years ago, a police officer in Pueblo,
CO, was kind enough to let me join him
in a squad car for a few hours to get a
sense of what his daily beat was like. It
was in the middle of the night. It didn’t
take very long to appreciate that our
country asks law enforcement to do a
lot more than simply enforce the law.

Washington has underinvested in the
American people year after year after
yvear in areas like housing, education,
and mental health. It has left law en-
forcement to pick up the pieces. It has
put them in a position wherein they
are not only having to serve as law en-
forcement officers but also as social
workers, as mental health profes-
sionals, and as responders for issues
like homelessness or drug addiction,
even though nobody has trained them
for it necessarily.
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That result has been really tough for
officers on the ground in Colorado and
across the country. It strains their re-
sources, adds to the workload, and ac-
celerates burnout. It has also been hard
for communities. It diverts law en-
forcement from violent crime, and it
means we are forcing officers to ad-
dress mental health issues and prob-
lems instead of dealing with the under-
lying issues that produce many 9-1-1
calls in the first place.

I am sad to say that all of these un-
derlying issues that everybody is famil-
iar with have gotten worse during the
pandemic. It is one reason there has
been a spike in crime that started in
2020, before the current administration,
and it has continued ever since. In 2020,
murders rose nearly 30 percent. Aggra-
vated assault was up 12 percent. Motor
vehicle theft was up 12 percent. Again,
this was in 2020, before the current ad-
ministration, but, sadly, many of these
trends have continued. In a survey of
small businesses, 54 percent of Amer-
ican small businesses reported an in-
crease in shoplifting last year.

To deal with this rise in crime, we
need to increase funding for the COPS
Program, which I strongly support, so
we can hire more officers and strength-
en community police. I think we
should pass a bill that I am introducing
today, called the SMART Community
Policing Act. The bill is based on 28
highly successful programs across Col-
orado, in places like Denver and Grand
Junction.

As I mentioned, you know, a lot of 9—
1-1 calls involve lower risk situations
that don’t always require a police offi-
cer, but some combination of an EMT,
a mental health specialist, or a social
worker can get the job done, allowing
law enforcement to focus on violent
crime, but in most of the country, law
enforcement has to answer every one of
those 9-1-1 calls.

The SMART Community Policing
Act creates resources for law enforce-
ment to partner with local organiza-
tions and service providers so they
send the right responder depending on
what the problem actually is. That lets
law enforcement focus on violent crime
and lets other responders with the
right training deal with lower risk sit-
uations, like when someone is experi-
encing a mental health crisis or a se-
vere drug withdrawal. These trained
professionals can deescalate the situa-
tion. They can connect people with the
right resources and do the comprehen-
sive followup to keep them from re-
quiring emergency services again and
again and again.

Grand Junction’s Co-Responder Unit
has answered over 3,200 calls since the
program began in 2018. Denver’s STAR
Program has responded to almost 4,600
calls since 2020.

I had a chance to hear about the
STAR Program from Denver’s police
chief, Paul Pazen, 2 years ago. He told
me about a mom who had called 9-1-1
because she was having a lot of trouble
with her child. You don’t need a police
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