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to be well equipped to fight for these
consumer safety issues. We need it to
remain a strong force in keeping unsafe
and defective products, including chil-
dren’s toys, infant rockers, household
appliances, and other issues in the de-
velopment space, like elevators and
space heaters, out of the market.

When it comes to recalls, for exam-
ple, this year the Consumer Product
Safety Commission and three residen-
tial elevator manufacturers announced
the recall of 70,000 residential elevators
that posed a serious risk of injury and,
tragically, death to small children. I
am encouraged to see that the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission is
taking action on this heartbreaking
issue. There is more to be done, and we
need a Commission that will follow
through.

The Commission is also responsible
for investigating tragedies, such as
home fires that might have been
caused by defective products. In fact,
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion was quickly on the scene in the
Bronx earlier this year when a fire
from a space heater caused the death of
17 people, including 8 children. When I
sent a letter to the Consumer Product
Safety Commission asking them to
look further into this issue, they acted
quickly and knew that we had to inves-
tigate.

While these investigations are still
ongoing, we need assurances that if a
defective product is found to be the
cause, that the Consumer Product
Safety Commission is going to be fully
equipped to take action.

I also want to mention with respect
to the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission’s rulemaking authority that
the Commerce Committee recently
passed the STURDY Act, a bill that
would speed up the Consumer Product
Safety Commission’s rulemaking proc-
ess to deal with furniture tipovers.

Unfortunately, many furniture items
are designed in such a way that they
can tip if a child grabs or climbs upon
them, with the potential of very tragic
consequences. The Consumer Product
Safety Commission has been under-
taking a rulemaking to ban unsafe fur-
niture items by imposing strict tipover
testing requirements. I hope we will
see a safety standard for this very
soon.

Over the course of more than a dec-
ade at the Commission, Ms. Boyle has
worked on these issues in senior posi-
tions across the Consumer Product
Safety Commission, including as Gen-
eral Counsel and Deputy General Coun-
sel before assuming her current role as
Executive Director.

As the Consumer Product Safety
Commission’s General Counsel, Ms.
Boyle served the Agency’s chief legal
officer—providing 1legal, policy, and
strategic advice on a multitude of reg-
ulatory, statutory, fiscal, litigation,
and enforcement issues—and examined
proposed product safety rules and
standards. So I think she is well quali-
fied for this job. She worked with the
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Department of Justice on Federal
court litigation in which the Commis-
sion was involved.

In her current role as Executive Di-
rector, she is the chief operating offi-
cer of the Agency, ensuring that it
meets program and operational and ad-
ministrative functions. She is more
than well-versed in the Agency’s proc-
esses and eminently qualified to hit the
ground running as a Commissioner.

Over 90 different organizations have
written to my office in support of her
nomination, including the AFL-CIO,
the Consumer Federation of America,
the National Consumers League, Kids
in Danger, and many, many more orga-
nizations.

I want to say to all my colleagues, 1
hope you will vote to confirm Ms.
Boyle to ensure that the Consumer
Product Safety Commission can move
forward so that these important issues
can be addressed and Americans can
find safer products in their homes.

I look forward to working with Ms.
Boyle at a critical time for the Agency
in making sure that these products are
safe and that Americans are protected
from dangerous and defective products.
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE

CALENDAR

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at 2:15 today,
the Senate vote on the motion to dis-
charge the Freeman nomination; fur-
ther, that immediately following that
vote, the Senate vote on confirmation
of the Boyle nomination as under the
previous order; and that if the nomina-
tion is confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECESS

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now recess until 2:15.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:45 p.m., recessed until 2:15 p.m.
and reassembled when called to order
by the Presiding Officer (Ms. ROSEN).

MOTION TO DISCHARGE—Continued

VOTE ON MOTION TO DISCHARGE
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the question is on

agreeing to the motion to discharge.

The yeas and nays were previously
ordered.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?
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The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 48, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 236 Ex.]

YEAS—50

Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
gardm Eeahy Sinema

arper ujan Smith
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Coons Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden

NAYS—48
Barrasso Graham Paul
Blackburn Grassley Portman
Blunt Hagerty Risch
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Burr Hyde-Smith Rubio
Capito Inhofe Sasse
Cassidy Johnson Scott (FL)
Collins Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cornyn Lankford Shelby
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Crapo Lummis Thune
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Murkowski Young
NOT VOTING—2

Cramer Toomey

The motion was agreed to.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
nomination is placed on the calendar.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the Boyle nomi-
nation, which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Mary T. Boyle, of Maryland, to be a
Commissioner of the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission for a term of
seven years from October 27, 2018.

VOTE ON BOYLE NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Boyle nomination?

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays are ordered.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 237 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Blumenthal Brown
Bennet Booker Cantwell
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Cardin King Sanders
Carper Klobuchar Schatz
Casey Leahy Schumer
Coons Lujan Shaheen
Cortez Masto Manchin Sinema
Duckworth Markey Smith
Durbin Menendez Stabenow
Feinstein Merkley
Gillibrand Murphy \T/Zixtgoll on
Hassan Murray
Heinrich Ossoff Warner
Hickenlooper Padilla Warnock
Hirono Peters Warren
Kaine Reed Whitehouse
Kelly Rosen Wyden
NAYS—48
Barrasso Graham Paul
Blackburn Grassley Portman
Blunt Hagerty Risch
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Burr Hyde-Smith Rubio
Capito Inhofe Sasse
Cassidy Johnson Scott (FL)
Collins Kennedy Scott (SC)
Cornyn Lankford Shelby
Cotton Lee Sullivan
Crapo Lummis Thune
Cruz Marshall Tillis
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Murkowski Young
NOT VOTING—2
Cramer Toomey

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The majority leader.

————
MOTION TO DISCHARGE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
pursuant to S. Res. 27, the Judiciary
Committee being tied on the question
of reporting, I move to discharge the
Judiciary Committee from further con-
sideration of Hernan D. Vera, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District
Judge for the Central District of Cali-
fornia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the provisions of S. Res. 27, there will
now be up to 4 hours of debate on the
motion, equally divided between the
two leaders or their designees, with no
motions, points of order, or amend-
ments in order.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays are ordered.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Arizona.

BIPARTISAN SAFER COMMUNITIES ACT

Ms. SINEMA. Madam President, I
rise today at a time in which families
in Arizona and across America are
scared. For too long, they have seen
unacceptable levels of violence in their
communities, and it threatens their
sense of safety and security.

The morning after the tragic, hor-
rible activity at Robb Elementary
School in Uvalde, TX, we all felt that
fear. We felt it when we spoke to our
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neighbors and our friends and checked
on our loved ones to ensure they were
OK.

For decades, parents have lived with
the unnerving uncertainty of what
might happen when they send their
children to school or attend worship
services, go to the grocery store, or
even simply let their kids play outside.

For too long, political games in
Washington on both sides of the aisle
have stopped progress towards pro-
tecting our communities and Kkeeping
families safe and secure. Commonsense
proposals have been tossed to the side
by partisan lawmakers choosing poli-
tics instead of solutions.

Elected officials have made a habit of
insulting one another for offering
thoughts and prayers, for blaming vio-
lence on strictly mental illnesses or
video games or particular kinds of
weapons or any cause that didn’t align
with and confirm their own predeter-
mined beliefs.

Casting blame and trading political
barbs and attacks became the path of
least resistance, but the communities
across our country that have experi-
enced senseless violence deserve better
than Washington politics as usual. Our
communities deserve a commitment by
their leaders to do the hard work of
putting aside politics, identifying prob-
lems that need solving, and working
together towards common ground and
common goals.

On May 24, as news spread of the
shooting in Uvalde and the 21 beautiful
lives cut short, my friend and colleague
CHRIS MURPHY came to the Senate
floor, and he asked the Senate one sim-
ple question: What are we doing; why
are we here, if not to solve a problem
as existential as this?

I am grateful that colleagues on both
sides of the aisle have answered CHRIS’S
question by resolving to do the hard
work, build consensus, and find solu-
tions.

Senator MURPHY, a tireless advocate
for families in Connecticut, reached
out to my friend Senator JOHN CORNYN
of Texas, offering his condolences and
assistance. Senator CORNYN was in
Uvalde, comforting families who were
experiencing the unthinkable, and Sen-
ator MURPHY had, sadly, been in a simi-
lar place 10 years before at Sandy
Hook.

That same day, I reached out to Sen-
ator CORNYN and Senator THOM TILLIS,
two friends I have worked with to craft
lasting, bipartisan solutions managing
the crisis at our border and helping
veterans access the benefits they have
earned. We all planned to get quickly
together to identify realistic solutions.

Within 1 day, Senators MURPHY, COR-
NYN, TILLIS, and myself—all rep-
resenting diverse States from across
the country—sat down and started
working together.

That same day, we met with a larger
group of 12 bipartisan Senators, all of
whom were eager to sit down, work to-
gether, and find a path forward.

Those meetings started a 4-week
process, considering and working to-
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ward a host of solutions that would
save lives, make communities safer,
and protect Americans’ constitutional
rights.

As we wrote our bill, we viewed our
conversations as collaborations, not
negotiations. We refused to frame our
work as giving something up to getting
something in return, and we stayed
laser-focused on our shared goal of re-
ducing violence and saving lives across
American communities.

We acknowledged that the root of vi-
olence plaguing our communities is
complex. It can be partly attributed to
criminals with dangerous weapons and
attributed to a mental health crisis af-
fecting young people in cities and
towns across America.

We spent hours carefully considering
policy provisions, ensuring that we got
the language right and that every pol-
icy included in our bill could help save
lives, help children learn and grow in
healthy, supportive environments, and
make our communities safer, more vi-
brant places.

It was hard work, and it was worth
it. Together, we put aside our dif-
ferences, focused on our shared values,
and crafted a bill that expands re-
sources in schools to help kids grow
and learn, where they feel connected to
their communities and where they
know they can seek help if they need
it.

We boosted mental health resources
through more community behavioral
health clinics and increased access to
telehealth services, ensuring that kids
and families have access to care no
matter where they live.

Our mental health and school sup-
port proposals include evidence-based
resources and programs that I saw help
reduce violence when I was a young so-
cial worker serving in Sunnyslope and
Shaw Butte Elementary Schools in
Phoenix.

Our provisions to protect more sur-
vivors of domestic violence will reduce
the impact of trauma in children’s
lives all across the country, ensuring
that more kids and families grow up in
safe homes, free from violence, and free
from the fear of violence.

And acknowledging the fact that the
overwhelming number of gun owners
are law-abiding citizens, we cracked
down on criminals who illegally sell or
purchase guns and ensure that courts,
consistent with clear due process
rights, can keep dangerous weapons
out of the hands of people who are dan-
gerous to themselves and others.

I am the sister of a police officer, and
I grew up in a family of gun owners. I
know firsthand how fundamental the
Second Amendment is to families
across Arizona. Arizonans have a con-
stitutional right to bear and keep
arms, and that right will not be in-
fringed upon.

Instead, our Bipartisan Safer Com-
munities Act ensures that our back-
ground check system works effectively
and includes those who have com-
mitted dangerous crimes as juveniles
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