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things, maintained the effectiveness of the
coastwise laws until the present day. The
Jones Act was enacted at a historical junc-
ture which posed certain challenges to the
United States of America that are no longer
a concern. As a result, maritime transpor-
tation from U.S. ports to the Island may
only be provided by U.S.-built, -owned and
-crewed vessels. Thus, the U.S. Congress en-
acted legislation providing that, in order to
move goods between the United States of
America and Puerto Rico, vessels should not
only be built in the United States but must
also be owned and operated by U.S. citizens.
This federal legislation also applies to Guam
and the states of Alaska and Hawaii. The
territory of American Samoa, the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and
the U.S. Virgin Islands, however, are exempt
from the Jones Act.

With regard to maritime transportation,
on March 14, 2013, the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office, commonly known as
GAO, issued a report stating that the Jones
Act may result in higher freight rates, par-
ticularly for certain goods, than would be
the case if service by foreign carriers were
allowed. Likewise, the conclusions of the re-
port state that the original goal of the Act
remains important to military preparedness
and to the shipbuilding and maritime indus-
tries, but understanding the full extent and
distribution of the costs that underlie these
benefits is elusive.

It is a well-known fact that Puerto Rico is
facing difficult economic challenges that
have worsened with the passage of hurri-
canes Irma and Maria, the earthquakes of
January 2020, inflation, the ongoing COVID-
19 emergency, and more recently, the cost of
fuel, factors that are out of the government
and the consumer’s control. That is, the ris-
ing oil prices coupled with the effects of in-
flation and the emergencies have steadily in-
creased the prices of food, transportation,
and electricity, thus adversely affecting con-
sumer and business spending.

In addition to global security concerns, the
war between Russia and Ukraine has re-
sulted in a shortage of consumer goods and
pushed oil prices above $125 per barrel, after
having remained steady between $80.00 and
$90.00 for a considerable time. Should this
war continue and no agreement be reached,
it might lead to a crude oil shortage in Eu-
rope, which would have repercussions on the
global market, such as even higher prices.
There is concern due to the fact that there is
no indication as to whether the price of
crude oil, goods, and transportation shall
stabilize any time soon. On the contrary,
projections show that rising costs and insta-
bility shall persist.

In spite of our efforts to transform electric
power generation in Puerto Rico, our system
still relies primarily on crude oil and petro-
leum products. Likewise, most individual,
mass transit, and freight motor vehicles on
the Island run on gasoline or diesel. There-
fore, granting Puerto Rico a partial exemp-
tion from the Jones Act is necessary to pre-
vent future electricity rate increases, miti-
gate the rising costs of gasoline, diesel,
transportation, as well as the potential
shortage of crude oil in Europe.

For all of the foregoing, the House of Rep-
resentatives of the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico deems it necessary to take action in
order to mitigate the multiplier effect that
crude oil price fluctuations are having on the
economy, by requesting the President of the
United States of America and his govern-
ment to approve a partial exemption from
the application of the Coastwise Laws to the
maritime transportation of crude oil and pe-
troleum products between the United States
of America and Puerto Rico for the duration
of the armed conflict between Ukraine and
Russia as well as the collateral thereof.
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Be it resolved by the House of Representatives
of Puerto Rico:

Section 1.—The President of the United
States of America is hereby requested to
grant a partial exemption from the applica-
tion of Coastwise Laws to the maritime
transportation of crude oil and petroleum
products between the United States of Amer-
ica and Puerto Rico for the duration of the
armed conflict between Ukraine and Russia
and the collateral effects thereof. The fore-
going for the purpose of addressing the de-
mand for land transportation and energy
generation on the Island, as well as to miti-
gate what would otherwise be higher crude
oil prices given the volatility of the inter-
national market.

Section 2.—A copy of this Resolution,
translated into the English language, shall
be delivered to the President of the United
States of America; the Department of Home-
land Security; the leadership of the United
States Congress; and the Resident Commis-
sioner of Puerto Rico in Washington, D.C.

Section 3.—This Resolution shall take ef-
fect upon its approval.

POM-144. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of Rockland County, New York, urg-
ing the United States House of Representa-
tives to pass the Sunshine Protection Act of
2021, which would make daylight saving time
permanent; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

H.R. 2142. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 170 Manhattan Avenue in Buffalo, New
York, as the ‘‘Indiana Hunt-Martin Post Of-
fice Building”’.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. BROWN for the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

*Jaime E. Lizarraga, of Virginia, to be a
Member of the Securities and Exchange
Commission for a term expiring June 5, 2027.

*Mark Toshiro Uyeda, of California, to be a
Member of the Securities and Exchange
Commission for the remainder of the term
expiring June 5, 2023.

*Michael S. Barr, of Michigan, to be a
Member of the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System for the unexpired
term of fourteen years from February 1, 2018.

*Michael S. Barr, of Michigan, to be Vice
Chairman for Supervision of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System for
a term of four years.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:
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By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and
Mr. WICKER):

S. 4357. A bill to reauthorize the Maritime
Administration, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. SUL-
LIVAN):

S. 4358. A Dbill to establish an awareness
campaign related to the lethality of fentanyl
and fentanyl-contaminated drugs, to estab-
lish a Federal Interagency Work Group on
Fentanyl Contamination of Illegal Drugs,
and to provide community-based coalition
enhancement grants to mitigate the effects
of drug misuse; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself, Mr.
BLUNT, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. TESTER,
Mr. MORAN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.

MCCONNELL, and Mr. PORTMAN):

S. 4359. A bill to designate the regional of-
fice of the Department of Veterans Affairs in
metropolitan Atlanta as the ‘‘Senator John-
ny Isakson Department of Veterans Affairs
Atlanta Regional Office’’, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr.
RUBIO):

S. 4360. A bill to amend title 37, United
States Code, to extend the authority to tem-
porarily adjust the basic allowance for hous-
ing in certain areas; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. LUJAN:

S. 4361. A bill to require reports to Con-
gress on reporting and disclosure require-
ments related to retirement plans, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CASEY:

S. 4362. A Dbill to amend the Juvenile Jus-
tice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974
to eliminate the use of valid court orders to
secure lockup of status offenders, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Ms.
DUCKWORTH):

S. 4363. A bill to require commissary and
exchange stores in the United States that
offer gasoline for commercial sale to offer
the sale of at least one fuel that contains not
less than 13 percent ethanol; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida:

S. 4364. A bill to prohibit contracting with
persons that have business operations with
the Government of the Russian Federation
or the Russian energy sector, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself
and Mr. RUBIO):

S. Res. 663. A resolution honoring the
memory of the victims of the heinous attack
at the Pulse nightclub on June 12, 2016; con-
sidered and agreed to.

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mrs.
MURRAY, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. CARDIN,
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. PADILLA, Mr. PETERS, Ms.
HIRONO, Ms. SMITH, and Mr. HEIN-
RICH):
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S. Res. 664. A resolution expressing opposi-
tion to the criminalization of essential
healthcare, including the full range of sexual
and reproductive healthcare such as abor-
tion, gender-affirming care, and contracep-
tive care, and disapproving of the criminal-
ization of pregnancy outcomes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL):

S. Res. 665. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony and representation in United States v.
Seefried, et al; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
MCcCONNELL):

S. Res. 666. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony and representation in United States v.
Williams; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Ms.
SINEMA):

S. Res. 667. A resolution commemorating
the 20th anniversary of the Rodeo-Chediski
Fire in Arizona; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 466
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 466, a bill to amend the Com-
munications Act of 1934 to require pro-
viders of a covered service to provide
location information concerning the
telecommunications device of a user of
such service to an investigative or law
enforcement officer or an employee or
other agent of a public safety answer-
ing point in an emergency situation in-
volving risk of death or serious phys-
ical harm or in order to respond to the
user’s call for emergency services.
S. 467
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
467, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to establish a program to
improve the identification, assessment,
and treatment of patients in hospital
emergency departments who are at
risk of suicide, and for other purposes.
S. 618
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 618, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify and
extend the deduction for charitable
contributions for individuals not
itemizing deductions.
S. 1079
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1079, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal to the troops
from the United States and the Phil-
ippines who defended Bataan and Cor-

regidor, in recognition of their per-
sonal sacrifice and service during
World War II.

S. 1181

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1131, a bill to regulate firearm silencers
and firearm mufflers.
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S. 1618
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1618, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow first re-
sponders to continue to exclude serv-
ice-connected disability pension pay-
ments after reaching the age of retire-
ment.
S. 1819
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1819, a bill to support State, Tribal, and
local efforts to remove access to fire-
arms from individuals who are a danger
to themselves or others pursuant to
court orders for this purpose.
S. 1892
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1892, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to mod-
ify employer-provided fringe benefits
for bicycle commuting.
S. 1896
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1896, a bill to prohibit the
discriminatory use of personal infor-
mation by online platforms in any al-
gorithmic process, to require trans-
parency in the use of algorithmic proc-
esses and content moderation, and for
other purposes.
S. 2130
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2130, a bill to modify
the disposition of certain outer Conti-
nental Shelf revenues and to open Fed-
eral financial sharing to heighten op-
portunities for renewable energy, and
for other purposes.
S. 2198
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2198, a bill to amend the Carl D.
Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006 to give the Depart-
ment of Education the authority to
award competitive grants to eligible
entities to establish, expand, or sup-
port school-based mentoring programs
to assist at-risk students in middle
school and high school in developing
cognitive and social-emotional skills
to prepare them for success in high
school, postsecondary education, and
the workforce.
S. 2429
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2429, a bill to amend chapter 38 of title
31, United States Code, relating to civil
remedies, and for other purposes.
S. 2607
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
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sponsor of S. 2607, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal to the
former hostages of the Iran Hostage
Crisis of 1979-1981, highlighting their
resilience throughout the unprece-
dented ordeal that they lived through
and the national unity it produced,
marking 4 decades since their 444 days
in captivity, and recognizing their sac-
rifice to the United States.
S. 3018
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3018, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to es-
tablish requirements with respect to
the use of prior authorization under
Medicare Advantage plans, and for
other purposes.
S. 3242
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3242, a bill to provide for the settle-
ment of claims relating to the Shab-eh-
nay Band Reservation in Illinois, and
for other purposes.
S. 3335
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. LUJAN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3335, a bill to provide liability pro-
tection for the sharing of information
regarding suspected fraudulent, abu-
sive, or unlawful robocalls, illegally
spoofed calls, and other illegal calls by
or with the registered consortium that
conducts private-led efforts to trace
back the origin of suspected unlawful
robocalls, and for the receipt of such
information by the registered consor-
tium, and for other purposes.
S. 3607
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 3607, a bill to award a
Congressional gold medal, collectively,
to the First Rhode Island Regiment, in
recognition of their dedicated service
during the Revolutionary War.
S. 3726
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3726, a bill to address research
on, and improve access to, supportive
services for individuals with long
COVID.
S. 3766
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3766, a bill to increase the ben-
efits guaranteed in connection with
certain pension plans, and for other
purposes.
S. 3821
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3821, a bill making appro-
priations to provide emergency assist-
ance for the Community Development
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