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law-abiding citizens; it is about ensur-
ing the system we already have in 
place works as intended. 

One idea we have discussed is, be-
cause this young man in Uvalde turned 
18 and because there was no look back 
at his juvenile record, he passed a 
background check. It is as if he was 
born on his 18th birthday and nothing 
that happened before was important. 
That is obviously a problem. So we are 
looking at taking steps to encourage 
States to upload juvenile records into 
the National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System. This is standard 
practice in some but not most States, 
and it is easy to see why it is impor-
tant. If we are uploading information 
about adults’ mental health adjudica-
tions but we don’t have access to juve-
niles’ mental health adjudications, to 
me, that is a problem. If a 17-year-old, 
for example, is convicted of aggravated 
assault, the record should show up in 
his background check if he tries to pur-
chase a gun when he turns 18. 

I think this is a commonsense way to 
make sure the National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check databases are 
complete and they are accurate. That 
is not about expanding the system; 
that is about making sure the system 
we have actually works. 

I want to make sure that we are com-
mitted to providing due process protec-
tions for citizens in all circumstances. 
Again, this is part of our Constitution, 
due process of law—the right to appear, 
the right to contest a decision by the 
government and to produce evidence 
and to cross-examine witnesses. That is 
an essential aspect of due process. 
When you talk about depriving some-
body of a constitutional right, it is 
even more important. 

The goal here is to make a law; it is 
not to make a political statement. As I 
said, I am encouraged by the progress 
we are making, but I don’t think artifi-
cial deadlines are useful. The majority 
leader, Senator SCHUMER, has threat-
ened to schedule votes if an agreement 
isn’t reached by a certain time. I don’t 
think that is particularly helpful. 

Again, my goal and I think most Sen-
ators’ goal here is to come up with a 
bill that can pass; otherwise, we might 
as well move on to other topics. But I 
sense a feeling of urgency and a desire 
to actually get things done. Around 
here, if you know people have the will, 
there is a way, and I believe there is a 
collective bipartisan will. So far, ev-
erybody, I believe, has been working in 
good faith. We all understand the dif-
ferences that we have regionally and 
culturally when it comes to things like 
the Second Amendment. We under-
stand the different politics in different 
States. That is the genius of the Sen-
ate that brings us all together. It 
doesn’t make it easy, but it makes it 
possible for us to try to find some com-
mon ground. 

The most common cry you hear 
today when it comes to incidents like 
Uvalde is to do something. I think we 
agree with that, but what that some-

thing is is not easy, but it is impor-
tant, and we need to try. Again, I am 
optimistic because of the progress we 
have made so far that we will do some-
thing here that is important that will 
save lives. To me, that is the goal. And 
I think all 100 Senators would agree, if 
we can achieve that goal, then our ef-
forts will have been worthwhile. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HICKENLOOPER). The clerk will call roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON HARPER NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
Harper nomination? 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New York (Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND) is necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 59, 
nays 40, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 221 Ex.] 

YEAS—59 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Crapo 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—40 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Cruz 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 

Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 
Romney 

Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Gillibrand 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

SMITH). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 

President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s action. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the next nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Amy Loyd, of 
New Mexico, to be Assistant Secretary 
for Career, Technical, and Adult Edu-
cation, Department of Education. 

VOTE ON LOYD NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Loyd nomination? 

Mr. LEAHY. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. BURR). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 57, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 222 Ex.] 

YEAS—57 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Portman 

Reed 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—42 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 

Moran 
Paul 
Risch 
Romney 
Rubio 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—1 

Burr 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
actions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Georgia. 
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. OSSOFF. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, 
like millions of my fellow Americans, I 
contracted COVID–19 from a close con-
tact. Fortunately, because I am vac-
cinated and boosted, my symptoms 
were mostly mild. However, as a grow-
ing number have also experienced, 
after taking Paxlovid and recovering, I 
then experienced what is known as 
‘‘Covid-19 Rebound.’’ I again had to iso-
late, per CDC guidance, and was not 
able to make a number of votes as I 
could not travel back to Washington, 
DC, to be present on the Senate floor. 

On May 24, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 194, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 855, Stephanie Dawkins 
Davis, of Michigan, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit. 
Had I been in attendance, I would have 
voted yea. 

On May 24, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 196, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 896, Dara Lindenbaum, of 
Virginia, to be a Member of the Federal 
Election Commission. Had I been in at-
tendance, I would have voted yea. 

On May 25, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 200, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 857, Evelyn Padin, of New 
Jersey, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of New Jersey. Had I been 
in attendance, I would have voted yea. 

On May 25, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 201, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 915, Charlotte Sweeney, of 
Colorado, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the District of Colorado. Had I been in 
attendance, I would have voted yea. 

On May 25, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 203, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 806, Sandra Thompson, of 
Maryland, to be Director of the Federal 
Housing Finance Agency. Had I been in 
attendance, I would have voted yea. 

On May 25, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 205, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 651, Henry Christopher Frey, 
of North Carolina, to be an Assistant 
Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Had I been in at-
tendance, I would have voted yea. 

On May 25, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 209, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 717, Cathy Ann Harris, of 
Maryland, to be a Member of the Merit 
Systems Protection Board. Had I been 
in attendance, I would have voted yea. 

On May 26, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 210, motion to invoke cloture on 
the Motion to Proceed to H.R. 350, a 
bill to authorize dedicated domestic 
terrorism offices within the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security, the De-
partment of Justice, and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to analyze and 
monitor domestic terrorist activity 
and require the Federal Government to 
take steps to prevent domestic ter-
rorism. Had I been in attendance, I 
would have voted yea. 

As recent, unthinkably tragic events 
at a grocery store in Buffalo, NY, a 
Taiwanese church in Laguna Woods, 
CA, and now an elementary school in 
Uvalde, TX, have shown, we need to be 
doing much more to protect our fellow 
Americans. Every man, woman, and 
child has the fundamental human right 
to live their life; to be and feel safe in 
their classrooms, house of worship, and 
within their communities. White su-
premacy and gun violence are crises 
that are plaguing our Nation, and inac-
tion is unacceptable. I am disappointed 
that the Senate failed to advance this 
important legislation, and I will con-
tinue working to pass it in the future. 

On May 26, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 211, S.J. Res. 46, a joint resolution 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Justice and the De-
partment of Homeland Security relat-
ing to ‘‘Procedures for Credible Fear 
Screening and Consideration of Asy-
lum, Withholding of Removal, and CAT 
Protection Claims by Asylum Offi-
cers.’’ Had I been in attendance, I 
would have voted nay. 

On May 26, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 212, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 461, Marcia Stephens Bloom 
Bernicat, of New Jersey, to be Director 
General of the Foreign Service. Had I 
been in attendance, I would have voted 
yea. 

On June 7, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 214, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 477, Alex Wagner, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of the Air Force. Had I been 
in attendance, I would have voted yea. 

On June 7, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 216, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 652, Chavonda J. Jacobs- 
Young, of Georgia, to be Under Sec-
retary of Agriculture for Research, 
Education, and Economics. Had I been 
in attendance, I would have voted yea. 

On June 7, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 217, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 792, Kenneth L. Wainstein, of 
Virginia, to be Under Secretary for In-
telligence and Analysis, Department of 
Homeland Security. Had I been in at-
tendance, I would have voted yea. 

On June 7, 2022, I missed rollcall vote 
No. 218, confirmation of Executive Cal-
endar No. 772, Shalanda H. Baker, of 
Texas, to be Director of the Office of 
Minority Economic Impact, Depart-
ment of Energy. Had I been in attend-
ance, I would have voted yea. 

f 

NATIONAL SEERSUCKER DAY 

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, 
today I rise in recognition of seer-
sucker manufacturers and enthusiasts 

across the United States. I wish every-
one a Happy National Seersucker Day. 
This uniquely American fashion has a 
storied history dating back to 1909. The 
first seersucker suit was designed by 
Joseph Haspel at his Broad Street fa-
cility in New Orleans, LA. Louisiana is 
proud to have played an important part 
in introducing the country to seer-
sucker apparel. 

This lightweight cotton fabric, 
known for its signature pucker, has 
been worn and enjoyed by Americans 
across the country during the hot sum-
mer months. Mr. Haspel said it best: 
‘‘Hot is hot, no matter what you do for 
a living.’’ 

In the 1990s, Seersucker Day was es-
tablished by Members of this Chamber 
to honor this unique American fashion. 
I proudly resumed this tradition in 2014 
in the U.S. House of Representatives 
and continued this tradition in the 
U.S. Senate. This year, I wish to des-
ignate Thursday, June 9, 2022, as the 
ninth annual National Seersucker Day. 
I encourage everyone to wear seer-
sucker on this day to commemorate 
this traditionally American clothing. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION OF WOMEN BUSINESS 
OWNERS 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Madam President, the 
Kentucky Chapter of the National As-
sociation of Women Business Owners— 
NAWBO—provides dynamic opportuni-
ties for women to network with other 
business owners, mentor one another, 
develop partnerships, and incubate and 
foster that next big idea. It is com-
posed of women of all ages and levels of 
experience from all sectors of the mar-
ketplace. 

This year, as NAWBO Kentucky con-
tinues to celebrate three decades of 
success stories that are as diverse as 
our Commonwealth, its members have 
established a series of awards to recog-
nize women business owners who have 
excelled. These include the Woman 
Business Owner of the Year, the Next- 
Gen Women Business Owner of the 
Year, the Public Policy Catalyst of the 
Year, NAWBO Corporate Partner of the 
Year, and the NAWBO Member of the 
Year. 

Christine Smalley, owner of Fort 
Thomas Coffee, was named the Woman 
Business Owner of the Year. FTC 
opened in March of 2019 and will expand 
in June of 2022, to include a wine and 
cocktail bar and a business center. 
Christine’s husband Justin and their 
two children Kaelan and Cadence have 
been embraced by their community as 
‘‘The Hot Chocolate House,’’ by serving 
hot chocolate instead of candy to their 
neighbors on Halloween. To this day, 
trick-or-treaters will make plans 
weeks ahead to visit the Smalley 
household and it delights the family to 
no end. 

Brooke Corder, owner of Squeaky 
Cleaners, was awarded as the Next-Gen 
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