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they seek care and benefits because of 
the impact of toxic exposure on their 
lives. 

In the worst care scenarios, folks are 
paying the price with their lives—vet-
erans and heroes like Sergeant First 
Class Robinson, for whom this bill is 
named after. 

Look, we have made some incredible 
advances as a country over our history 
when it comes to taking care of our 
servicemembers both in-theater and 
after they get back home. The survival 
on the battlefield now compared to 50 
years ago has been improved amaz-
ingly. 

Prosthetics—we have done some 
amazing work with prosthetics for the 
folks who have come back who are 
missing limbs. We have been working 
hard on mental health. We are not 
where we need to be, but we are mak-
ing some advances. We have got more 
stuff to do, particularly in the area of 
transition and implementation of al-
ternate forms of mental healthcare. 

But the fact is, with toxic exposure, 
we have never done a good job. This 
bill will put the VA and put this Nation 
on the right track to addressing dec-
ades of inaction and failure by our gov-
ernment—by us—to pay for the cost of 
the war. 

So what does it do? It expands eligi-
bility—expands eligibility—for VA 
healthcare to more than 31⁄2 million 
combat veterans exposed to burn pits 
since 9/11. 

It supports our post-9/11 and Viet-
nam-era veterans by removing the bur-
den of proof for 23 presumptive condi-
tions caused by toxic exposure, from 
cancers to lung diseases. 

It establishes a framework for the es-
tablishment of future presumptions of 
service connection related to toxic ex-
posure. So why is this important? Well, 
you know how the Senate works. Of-
tentimes, it takes a long time to get 
much done, and it has taken an act of 
Congress—literally, an act of Con-
gress—to get these presumptives ap-
proved in the past. 

Now the VA is going to have a struc-
ture where they can follow the science 
and get these toxic exposures covered, 
the ones that are going to happen in 
the future—and, unfortunately, I am 
afraid that they will happen in the fu-
ture so this structure is important. 

This bill also gives the VA the tools 
it needs to bolster its workforce, to es-
tablish more healthcare facilities, to 
improve claims processing, which will 
better meet the immediate and future 
needs of every veteran that the VA 
serves. 

I have talked about the costs. The 
costs are $287 billion over 10—signifi-
cant, very significant, but it is a cost 
of war. 

Keep in mind that this substitute— 
because of the work that the staffs 
have done in a bipartisan way—is $50 
billion less than the House-passed toxic 
exposure bill. 

So we have done our best to make 
sure that this bill meets the needs of 

our veterans and also meets the needs 
of our taxpayers. 

This is the right thing to do, and it is 
the right thing to get done today be-
cause right now our veterans are pay-
ing the cost. They are the only ones 
paying the cost, and they cannot afford 
to wait any longer. 

I yield the floor. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume 
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Lisa M. Gomez, 
of New Jersey, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Labor. 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF MINORITY LEADER 

The Republican leader is recognized. 
U.S. SUPREME COURT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 6 
months ago, the Washington Post pub-
lished an extremely disturbing report. 

According to the report, a man in his 
mid-20s was stopped near the house of a 
Supreme Court Justice carrying a 
weapon and burglary tools. He report-
edly told police he intended to murder 
the Justice. Reportedly, he indicated 
he was angry at the decision he thinks 
the Court may reach in an upcoming 
case in light of the unconscionable 
leak from a few weeks back. 

So this is where we are. This is where 
we are. If these reports are correct, it 
was an assassination attempt against a 
sitting Justice, or something close to 
it. 

This is exactly—exactly—the kind of 
event that many feared that the ter-
rible breach of the Court’s rules and 
norms could fuel. This is exactly the 
kind of event that many worried the 
unhinged, reckless, apocalyptic rhet-
oric from prominent figures toward the 
Court going back many months and es-
pecially in recent weeks could make 
more likely. 

This is exactly—exactly—why the 
Senate passed legislation very shortly 
after the leak to enhance the police 
protection for Justices and their fami-
lies. This is commonsense, non-
controversial legislation that passed in 
this Chamber—in this Chamber—unani-
mously. 

But House Democrats have spent 
weeks blocking—blocking the measure 
that passed here unanimously related 

to security for Supreme Court Justices. 
The House’s Democrats have refused to 
take it up. 

Now, look, that needs to change, and 
it needs to change right now. Right 
now. House Democrats must pass this 
bill and they need to do it today. No 
more fiddling around with this. They 
need to pass it today. They need to 
stop their multiweek blockade against 
the Supreme Court security bill and 
pass it before the sun sets today. 

I will have more to say on this sub-
ject as the facts continue to unfold. 

INFLATION 
Mr. President, on a completely dif-

ferent matter, rising food prices have 
been one of the most relentless and 
painful aspects of the historic inflation 
unfolding on Democrats’ watch. 

One year ago, President Biden’s 
White House bragged—bragged—that 
the cost of an Independence Day cook-
out would be 16-cents cheaper than the 
year before. Well, in the past year food 
prices have jumped more than 9 per-
cent. So that same spread won’t be 
cents cheaper, it will be dollars more 
expensive. 

Grocery store prices have risen at 
their fastest rate since 1980, and at full- 
service restaurants, prices have jumped 
more in the past 12 months than any 
year on record. Any year on record. 
There has been 17 straight months of 
rising food prices. 

So this is not a ‘‘Putin’’ price hike. 
As one of my constituents in Nancy, 
KY, put it a few months back, ‘‘Many 
people are scared that they might have 
to choose between eating and heating 
the house.’’ 

Democrats’ failed policies have made 
it harder to feed a family in America, 
but the pain isn’t limited to the super-
market or to the dinner table, it in-
cludes producers at every step of the 
supply chain. 

According to the owner of Jot ‘Em 
Down Store, which boasts the oldest 
lunch counter in Lexington, rising 
costs have come from all directions. 
‘‘This year, we’ve been hampered by 
supply chain issues, rising gas prices 
[and] inflation . . .’’ 

In my hometown of Louisville, the 
operator of one stand at the local farm-
ers market elaborated, ‘‘The feed to 
feed animals has gone up. Packaging, 
processing has gone up. . . . Butter has 
gone up three times in the last 4 
weeks.’’ Our food producers are feeling 
the pinch. 

A soybean farmer in Muhlenberg 
County put it this way: ‘‘I can put out 
two, maybe three crops in years past 
for what it’s costing this year.’’ 

A corn grower in Christian County 
says rising prices are ‘‘crippling family 
farms like mine.’’ 

Of course, Kentucky farmers are not 
alone. Across America, farm country 
has been absolutely hammered on 
Democrats’ watch. And by the Biden 
administration’s own data, farm pro-
duction expenses from animal feed to 
diesel fuel are climbing even higher 
this year than last year. 
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It is a really hard time to be in the 

business of feeding America. But it 
didn’t have to be this way. It didn’t 
have to be this way. Washington Demo-
crats didn’t have to ram through a 
multitrillion-dollar wish list of infla-
tionary spending last spring. The Biden 
administration didn’t have to declare 
war on affordable American energy on 
day one. 

Needless to say, millions of working 
American families sit down for dinner 
these days wondering why on Earth 
they did. 

TRIBUTE TO KENNY KLEIN 
Mr. President, now finally, on one to-

tally different matter, it is my privi-
lege today to pay honor to an iconic 
Kentuckian. 

The NCAA basketball season may 
only last 5 months, but for our out-
going University of Louisville media 
relations manager and Senior Asso-
ciate Athletic Director Kenny Klein, 
the game has been a four-decade odys-
sey. 

When Kenny joined the U of L pro-
gram in 1983, he was the youngest 
Sports Information Director at an 
NCAA Division I football school. Now 
some might have doubted this young 
Tennessean could manage U of L’s im-
passioned fan base or Louisville’s 
prickly sports reporters, but he proved 
them all wrong. Long after games 
ended, after players went back to the 
locker rooms, after fans returned 
home, Kenny would stay in his office 
well into the night. He would pore over 
notes and statistics to perfect his an-
swers to journalists’ questions, and he 
would stash a cold beer in his desk for 
any reporter who spent the long nights 
with him. 

He was there for the team’s highs— 
888 wins, two NCAA titles—and he 
deftly managed the team’s lows as 
well. Referring to Kenny’s flawless 
handling of media frenzies, one former 
Courier-Journal sports journalist sug-
gested Kenny could run a course in cri-
sis management in his retirement. 
That kind of sterling praise from an 
adversarial journalist, no less, is proof 
of Kenny’s magic touch with the 
media. 

Over the course of his long career, he 
became the face U of L basketball to 
fans spanning generations. As an exam-
ple, the star player of the 1986 cham-
pionship squad Kenny Payne arrived on 
campus during Klein’s second year on 
the job. And next year, Payne will be 
on the court coaching the school’s bas-
ketball program. So students, athletes, 
and administrators came and went, but 
they could always count on Kenny 
Klein’s constant presence. 

Since announcing his retirement, 
Kenny has received an outpouring of 
support from across the country, in-
cluding a Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the College Sports Information 
Directors of America. 

Everyone, from Louisville’s newest 
students to Kenny’s biggest fan in the 
U.S. Capitol, is sad to see him leave his 
post. And we are glad that, after some 

begging, he has promised to stay at U 
of L in a reduced capacity. 

So we all wish him the best in the 
next chapter of his extraordinary life. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

TITLE 42 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, 3 weeks 

ago, a Federal judge blocked the Biden 
Administration from lifting title 42 
COVID restrictions. It was a welcome 
decision that will hopefully stave off 
an additional flood of illegal immigra-
tion on our southern border. But it has 
been pretty much the only bit of good 
news on this front, because the situa-
tion at our southern border is out of 
control. 

In April, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection encountered 234,088 individ-
uals attempting to cross our border il-
legally—234,088. That is the highest 
number ever recorded. 

The Border Patrol is stretched thin. 
A recent article reported that ‘‘around 
60 percent of CBP agents have been as-
signed to process migrants, taking 
them away from field work.’’ Sixty per-
cent. Detention facilities are over-
flowing and massive numbers of illegal 
immigrants are being released into the 
country, many of whom will never re-
port to an immigration office as or-
dered. 

In short, our southern border is in 
chaos, and if title 42 is lifted, the situa-
tion is almost guaranteed to become 
much worse. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity has estimated that as many as 
18,000 migrants per day could attempt 
to cross our southern border if the pol-
icy is lifted. Eighteen thousand per 
day—that is more than double the 
number we are currently experiencing, 
and the administration has yet to im-
plement any plan for dealing with such 
a situation. 

Illegal immigration, especially the 
kind of out-of-control illegal immigra-
tion we are now experiencing, has seri-
ous consequences. Criminals, including 
human traffickers, drug smugglers, and 
gang members, regularly attempt to 
cross our southern border. The worse 
the situation at our border gets, the 
easier it is for those individuals to 
make their way into the United States, 
and that has consequences for our en-
tire country. 

South Dakota law enforcement offi-
cials tell me that they are seizing 
drugs that they can trace directly back 
to the cartels who smuggle these drugs 
across our border. Our country is cur-
rently in the midst of a fentanyl crisis. 
In fact, right now, fentanyl overdose is 
the leading cause of death for U.S. 
adults between the ages of 18 and 45. 
And where is all this fentanyl coming 

from? Most of it is being trafficked 
across our southern border; and when 
more and more of our Customs and 
Border Protection agents have been 
pulled off the border to process mi-
grants, it is pretty much a guarantee 
that drug smugglers are having a much 
easier time in getting their product 
into the country. 

I mentioned that Customs and Border 
Protection encountered more than 
234,000 individuals who were attempt-
ing to cross our southern border ille-
gally in the month of April, but that 
number only reflects individuals the 
CBP has actually apprehended. In 
April, Homeland Security Secretary 
Mayorkas testified that, in addition to 
the 1.7 million apprehensions at the 
southern border in fiscal year 2021, 
there were more than 389,000 ‘‘got- 
aways’’—individuals the Border Patrol 
saw but was unable to apprehend. 

The Economist recently reported: 
One border expert estimates that less than 

20 percent of people trying to cross the bor-
der undetected are stopped. 

The administration has attempted to 
suggest that the surge in illegal immi-
gration that we have been experiencing 
since President Biden took office is, in 
large part, a function of conditions in 
other countries; but while these factors 
exist—and there are legitimate asylum 
claims at the border—that doesn’t 
mean there is nothing the President 
can do about our out-of-control border 
situation. Better border security is 
well within the President’s control. He 
is just not interested in putting it in 
place, and his Vice President has all 
but formally abandoned her role as bor-
der czar. 

In fact, since taking office, the Presi-
dent has invited increased illegal im-
migration with the policy decisions 
that he has made. On his very first day 
in office, President Biden rescinded the 
declaration of a national emergency at 
our southern border; he halted con-
struction of the border wall; he re-
voked a Trump administration order 
that called for the government to 
faithfully execute our immigration 
laws; and his Department of Homeland 
Security issued guidelines pausing de-
portations except under certain condi-
tions. That was all—all—on his first 
day in office. 

Needless to say, the effect of all of 
this was to declare to the world that 
the U.S. borders were effectively open. 
And, of course, the President’s anti- 
border security efforts didn’t end there. 

The President has significantly lim-
ited the ability of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement to enforce immi-
gration laws. Deportations dropped 
precipitously during fiscal year 2021, as 
did arrests in the interior of the coun-
try. In March, the administration re-
scinded a 2019 rule expanding the expe-
dited removal for individuals here ille-
gally; and as I have mentioned, of 
course, the administration is attempt-
ing to remove title 42 COVID–19 re-
strictions with no visible plan to con-
trol the resulting surge in illegal im-
migration. 
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