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and centuries, is now out in the open,
and proponents speak about it un-
abashedly and unashamedly.

Many were shocked in 2017, when, out
in the open, thousands of White su-
premacists marched at the Unite the
Right rally in Charlottesville and
chanted: ‘“You will not replace us.”

It was out in the open on January 6,
as insurrectionists waved Confederate
flags through the hallways of this Cap-
itol—the first time that ever occurred
in American history.

It is out in the open every time Don-
ald Trump holds a MAGA rally and
blames undocumented immigrants for
stealing the 2020 election.

And it is out in the open on cable
news networks like FOX, where Tucker
Carlson has spread ‘‘replacement the-
ory” in over 400 episodes, and other
commentators join in.

To be sure, the extremism of MAGA
Republicans is hardly limited to their
embrace of ridiculous conspiracy theo-
ries. Across the country, the hard right
is also hell-bent on turning back the
clock on women’s rights by 100 years,
pushing restrictions on abortions that
are wildly outside the mainstream.

Whether it is a national ban on abor-
tions, which Leader MCCONNELL ac-
knowledges is possible if Republicans
win the Senate, or the prosecution of
women who pursue abortions, or even
banning businesses that help employ-
ees access abortions out of State,
MAGA Republicans are openly cham-
pioning restrictions that would have
been career-enders just a few years ago
but are now part of GOP canon. We
cannot ignore who suffers most under
these radical restrictions: women of
color, low-income families, families
who live in deeply gerrymandered
States, where their views have all been
but silenced.

This is what MAGA Republicans
clamor for: a world ruled by conspiracy
theories, national abortion bans, and
the greatest curtailing of individual
rights in 50 years; a world where immi-
grants and communities of color are
considered ‘‘replacers’; where women
are considered second-class citizens
and are told what to do with their bod-
ies; where White supremacy is toler-
ated or even embraced; and where our
democracy erodes in favor of autoc-
racy.

Imagine again Orban, the leading au-
tocrat of Europe, being the lead speak-
er at CPAC, with President Trump and
other major Republicans participating.
Who would think we would see that
day? Who would think?

We cannot let these views become ac-
cepted or even become the norm in the
United States. This week, we can take
one step of many in helping silence the
voices of White supremacy, the voices
of domestic terrorism.

So I implore my Republican col-
leagues: If you reject the dangers of
White supremacy and views like
“White replacement,” you should vote
in favor of moving forward to begin de-
bate on this domestic terrorism bill.
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This is a test. This is about account-
ability. Republican Senators, do you
reject the views of MAGA Republicans?
Do you reject White supremacy and
‘“‘replacement theory’’?

Taking a stand against domestic ter-
rorism and White supremacy should be
the easiest thing in the world. If Re-
publicans can’t join us on something as
simple as that, Americans will see,
with even greater clarity, how radical
the GOP has become under Donald
Trump and the MAGA Republicans.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PADILLA). The Senator from Indiana.

REMEMBERING SERGEANT CHARLES GARRIGUS

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, what de-
fines an American soldier? Is it courage
under fire? Is it physical strength? Is it
the great victories on the battlefield?
No. I think it is something else. Above
all, it is sacrifice. It is the selflessness
to surrender one’s life so that a set of
values will endure not only for the liv-
ing but for generations to come. It is
the faith that the future of this great
Nation is more important than the life
of any one of its citizens; that the
cause of liberty is greater than any in-
dividual.

Be that as it may, every fallen hero
must be remembered. Every individual
who makes the ultimate sacrifice must
be honored. That is why, in the spring
every year, we decorate their graves
with flowers and the flag they fought
for. Those headstones made of marble
or granite are often indistinguishable
from a distance. Fittingly, their sac-
rifice was the same no matter how fa-
bled or forgotten the battle, no matter
in victory or defeat; and though we
rightly revere our glorious triumphs—
the trenches of Yorktown, the hills of
Gettysburg, the fields of the Marne,
the beaches of Normandy—it is often in
America’s darkest hours, in the face of
great disaster, when we see the virtues
of America’s warriors most clearly.

So it was with SGT Charles Garrigus,
a farm boy from the town of Francisco
in Southern Indiana.

In growing up during the Depression,
he developed a passion and skill for
motors, of driving trucks and tractors
across the Hoosier countryside. It was
why he was drawn to the U.S. Army;
why, after his discharge at the end of
World War II, he reenlisted, serving as
a motor pool sergeant in Japan. Ser-
geant Garrigus was scheduled to return
to Indiana on June 26, 1950. One day be-
fore that, on the 25th, the Korean war
began, and so he again answered the
call.

After the initial setbacks, with the
North Korean People’s Army pushing
U.S. forces south, by the end of the
summer, the North Koreans were in re-
treat, and Americans were advancing
north, up the peninsula. The end of the
war was in sight.

GEN Douglas MacArthur divided his
forces. The Eighth Army went from
Seoul to Pyongyang. From there, it
would link with Ten Corps. Sergeant
Garrigus’s force, the 7th Army Divi-
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sion, 32nd Regiment, was assigned to
guard the Ten Corps’ flank. Once con-
nected, they would march toward the
Chinese frontier, reunite Korea, and
end the war. The soldiers might be
home for Christmas.

Then came the Battle of Chosin Res-
ervoir, where 100,000 Chinese soldiers
attacked. The Americans, isolated and
spread out across the Chosin Reservoir,
were surrounded; they were trapped. It
was an unmitigated disaster—one of
the worst in the history of America’s
military. The fighting continued for
two more nights before Sergeant
Garrigus’s regiment consolidated with
another larger unit, led by COL Allan
MacLean.

On the morning of the 29th, their 60-
vehicle convoy made its way to
MacLean’s perimeter. The Chinese fire
was so heavy, though, that two trucks
filled with supplies were left on the op-
posite of the bridge leading to
MacLean’s men. When Sergeant
Garrigus looked across that bridge and
saw Chinese soldiers approaching the
vehicles, he dashed, on foot, across the
bridge, reached the first van, and drove
it back across the ice-covered bridge.
Then he got out, ran back across the
bridge again, jumped in the second
truck, and drove that one across Amer-
ican lines too. Just as he made it over,
the engine stalled out, but his fellow
soldiers roared. It was a shot of hope in
a desperate hour.

After 80 hours of attacks, the situa-
tion had grown so dire that, on the
morning of the 30th, the Americans de-
termined to break out and drive over
mountain roads to the safety of the
Marine base at Hagaru-ri, at the south-
ern end of the reservoir. They loaded
what rations and supplies they had
left, along with the wounded, into 35
trucks and jeeps, and prepared to set
out across the narrow mountain roads
that led to the marines.

Before they departed, Chinese forces
commandeered the Americans’ defen-
sive machinegun posts. Sergeant
Garrigus rallied several other soldiers;
fought off the Chinese; and retook the
weapons, turning them on the enemy,
freeing up the column of vehicles to de-
part. The way was treacherous, along
rutted, ice-covered roads. The forma-
tion was disorganized, scattered by
steady Chinese gunfire.

With Sergeant Garrigus at its head,
the convoy finally drew near the Ma-
rine base at Hagaru-ri. What was once
a 35-vehicle convoy was now 15. The
trucks and jeeps were full of bullet
holes, but the final run was at hand.
With mortar blasts exploding along its
sides, Sergeant Garrigus guided the
convoy forward. Hagaru-ri was 5 miles
away, just in reach. Then a tremendous
blast of machineguns erupted. The lead
vehicle veered off the road and
smashed into a ditch. Sergeant
Garrigus lay dead behind the wheel.
The entire convoy ground to a halt.
The surviving soldiers were at the
mercy of the Chinese.

SGT Charles Garrigus never returned
home to Indiana. His name is among



May 24, 2022

the missing—the ones who answered
their country’s call and never came
home. He was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross for his service
and sacrifice.

Though his mission was doomed, his
death was not in vain. The fighting at
Chosin Reservoir distracted the Chi-
nese Army long enough to allow the
Army to successfully withdraw south—
the longest withdrawal in American
history. He and his brothers in arms
fought like hell, through hell. Their
chances of victory, of even survival,
were remote. But they didn’t fight for
themselves. They fought for their
countrymen, living and generations
away, for the ideal of self-government.

On Memorial Day, we honor all those
who have died in service to America in
defense of that ideal. Let us not mis-
take the stillness of the patriot graves
with silence, though. The rows of
headstones speak to us of sacrifice for
the common good. They remind us of
the price at which our freedom was
won, of the too often smallness of our
divisions, of the many reasons for faith
in our fellow Americans no matter how
strained our bonds may be, of the bless-
ings we share even if they are obscure,
and of our ability to pass through any
trial no matter how daunting.

When we listen to them, I believe we
will lift our heads from today’s anxi-
eties and face the future optimisti-
cally. As the story of Sergeant
Garrigus shows, we Americans have re-
fused to let far greater obstacles deter
us or accepted that more difficult prob-
lems can’t be solved.

Months after his death, at the Chosin
Reservoir, Sergeant Garrigus’s parents
received a note of condolence from
GEN Douglas MacArthur. In it, he
hoped that the loss of their son in the
defense of this country offered ‘‘some
measure of comfort.” The letter also
spoke of the sergeant’s ‘‘devotion to
duty at the cost of all he held dear.”

Eloquent words or well-meaning ges-
tures on Memorial Day or any day have
small power to comfort those left be-
hind, but we can take more than a
measure of comfort and should be eter-
nally grateful that, from our founding
until today, there have always been
Americans willing to keep us safe and
free at the cost of all they hold dear.

May God bless them and keep them
in His arms.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

SOLAR ENERGY

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, for years,
solar power has been a growing source
of clean, low-cost energy and economic
development in my State of Nevada, in
States across our Nation, and surely in
States like the Presiding Officer’s, in
California, but Nevada currently has
the largest solar economy in the coun-
try, with the most solar jobs per cap-
ita—per capita—of any State.

Supporting solar energy creates
American jobs, and these jobs are help-
ing us to transition to clean, renewable
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energy. Our domestic solar industry is
made up of more than 10,000 businesses,
large and small, located in every single
State, employing over 250,000 American
workers. But, at this moment, the
American solar industry is at risk. All
of the progress we have made to transi-
tion to clean energy and dramatically
lower energy costs for American fami-
lies is at risk. Hundreds of thousands of
good-paying solar jobs are at risk be-
cause of a Department of Commerce in-
vestigation into imported solar panels.

Our domestic solar industry’s success
depends on a steady supply of solar
panels to install. If we don’t have the
panels to install, we do not have—we
just don’t have—a domestic solar in-
dustry. Unfortunately, solar panel
manufacturers in the United States
can only meet the needs of 15 percent—
15 percent—of American solar projects.
That leaves 85 percent of solar projects
without any access to solar panels, and
this requires—requires—importing
solar panels.

And let me make something very
clear. I 100 percent support ramping up
domestic solar manufacturing so that
someday all of our solar panels and
cells can be made in the United States,
and I have introduced a bipartisan bill
with Senator JERRY MORAN to do just
that. However, today, we simply do not
have the capacity or the capability to
manufacture enough panels to meet de-
mand or to support the hundreds of
thousands of American workers—many
in union jobs—whose livelihoods—well,
they depend on access to available, af-
fordable solar panels.

Utilities across the country, and es-
pecially in the southwestern States,
are shifting to renewable solar energy.
They have already hired workers and
in many cases have made multimillion-
dollar investments to do so. These are
good-paying jobs, which often require
special expertise to install and main-
tain our solar installations.

But since the administration’s inves-
tigation was launched, there have been
widespread reports of project cancella-
tions and layoffs. It has thrown the en-
tire solar industry into uncertainty,
and it is threatening jobs. It is setting
us back on our clean energy goals, and
it is just sending—well, sending the
wrong message to our communities as
they plan for their infrastructure in-
vestments.

One industry report states that as a
result of the solar freeze, over 80 per-
cent of American solar companies—I
want to repeat that—over 80 percent of
American solar companies are facing
cancellations; they are facing delays on
all the materials that they need.
Projects are on pause, companies are
facing closure, and American jobs—
people’s livelihoods—they are in jeop-
ardy.

Earlier this month, the State of Indi-
ana announced that, due to the inves-
tigation, it will not be able to complete
its solar projects on time and will have
to keep its coal-powered plant opened
several years longer than initially
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planned. They won’t be able to com-
plete their solar panels in time.

And in my State of Nevada, NV En-
ergy, the State’s largest power com-
pany, has said that this investigation
is causing massive disruptions to mul-
tiple Nevada solar projects that would
provide low-cost—low-cost—power to
more than 114,000 homes. This is hurt-
ing President Biden’s own clean energy
goals. It is reversing our progress to-
ward clean, renewable energy.

I have highlighted all this in bipar-
tisan letters that I have led to the De-
partment of Commerce and to the
White House signed by nearly a quarter
of the Senate, including many of the
colleagues you are going to hear from
today.

If the Department of Commerce con-
tinues down the path we are on and en-
acts additional and retroactive solar
tariffs, more than 100,000 American
jobs could be lost. Hard-working fami-
lies across this country will feel the
pain of this decision that will cause en-
ergy costs—they are going to cause en-
ergy costs to go up.

Americans are already getting
squeezed at the gas pump, facing his-
toric inflation, and paying more for
groceries. We cannot allow home en-
ergy costs to increase as well.

The administration—they can pre-
vent this outcome and quell the panic
in the solar industry by swiftly bring-
ing the Department of Commerce’s
misguided investigation to an end.

I understand and respect the Depart-
ment of Commerce’s need to be thor-
ough in investigating any claims of un-
fair trade practices, but as I have been
pointing out, this petition is built upon
a house of cards. The petition for the
investigation was brought by one—one
single solar company relying on data
from researchers who say the com-
pany’s claims are wrong and that the
claims and the complaint do not accu-
rately reflect their research.

We cannot let this one single com-
pany use data in a misleading way to
destroy hundreds of thousands of
American jobs. We must support and
build our U.S. solar manufacturing,
and I stand ready to work with all my
colleagues to make that possible. But
there are supply needs that need to be
met right now, and we cannot simply
build our domestic solar manufac-
turing overnight. This is not an either-
or situation. We need to do both. Amer-
ican jobs are on the line. We need a res-
olution.

So I call on the Department of Com-
merce and the White House again to
use every resource at their disposal to
expedite this process and get American
solar—well, let’s get us back on track.

President Biden, we need action
today; not next week, not next month,
or later this summer. Hundreds of
thousands of American solar workers,
their families, our communities, they
are counting on you.
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