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her own language—ambitious and lov-
ing for her kids. Joe Hemphill, Cov-
enant House Alaska’s chief develop-
ment officer, calls Alison a ‘‘visionary
for kids.” He has known her for 25
years, and Joe said this about Alison:

One thing . . . hasn’t changed [in over 25
years]: she has never taken ‘“no’’ for an an-
swer and she still doesn’t.

But her heart leads. When you talk
to her, she will tell you that love is
truly the answer for all that ails our
communities and certainly for all that
ails our young people in them.

‘“How great it is to create a space
where someone can . . . feel love,” Ali-
son said, ‘‘to take it and to give it.”
She continued:

It’s the only thing that has truly changed
communities [when you think about it].
Homelessness is not a singular experience.
It’s about a void in relationships, it’s about
a void of love.

Again, Alison credits her mother—
that is very sweet, especially as we are
approaching Mother’s Day—for helping
her understand what love means and
how she can give it to others and how
it can make a huge difference in all of
our communities.

So I want to thank all the staff at
Covenant House Alaska for doing such
great work, day in, day out, 24/7, 365
days a year. As I mentioned, I want to
thank you. My wife Julie also wants to
thank you. Julie has had the honor of
working at Covenant House for several
years as staff and on the board and she
has seen firsthand all the great work
that Alison and her team have done for
our youth in Alaska.

Again, to all of Covenant House,
thank you for walking alongside our
youth who have not had love in their
lives and yet who are resilient and
working hard to find a positive path in
life. The Covenant House team is mak-
ing that happen.

And, of course, thank you to Alison
for leading this exceptional team. By
the way, Alison, I know your birthday
is coming up, so happy birthday. And
most importantly, thank you, again,
for being our Alaskan of the Week.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon is recognized.

REMEMBERING ORRIN G. HATCH

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I
come to the Senate floor today to
speak about Senator Orrin Hatch, and I
think it is very fitting that the distin-
guished Senator from Nevada be in the
chair because she has been doing very
good work on the Senate Finance Com-
mittee. And as she knows, Senator
Hatch was my partner in leading the
Senate Finance Committee for 5 years.

The Senate greatly mourns his pass-
ing, and I am going to take a few min-
utes to reflect on the important work
he did serving the people of Utah and
all Americans, particularly with re-
spect to the Finance Committee.

It is no secret that Senator Hatch
and I did not always agree 100 percent
of the time. We had differences on
taxes. We had differences on asylum
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and immigration. We had differences
on the environment. One thing that the
two of us did agree on was the value of
showing up every day and searching for
bipartisanship and for common ground.

And we were able to do that, some-
times defying the odds on the Senate
Finance Committee, and I am going to
briefly recount some of those accom-
plishments in honor of his memory.
First, the landmark reauthorization of
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, for a decade, the longest ever
commitment to children’s health since
the program was created.

And by the way, Senator Hatch was
the coauthor of the original bill with
his Democratic partner, the late Ted
Kennedy. What a success CHIP has
been shown to be. A wonderful State-
Federal partnership. More than 9 mil-
lion kids have affordable, quality
healthcare thanks to CHIP. Within 2
years of becoming law, 47 States have
set up a CHIP program, and today
every State participates in CHIP.

As my friend from Nevada knows,
sometimes it is hard to get the States
to agree on whether you might buy a
7Up, all the States, but the CHIP pro-
gram is a huge effort, and what a re-
markable accomplishment, led by Sen-
ator Hatch, in keeping kids covered
and healthy. In fact, just 5 years after
the program was enacted, CHIP re-
duced the uninsurance rate for children
by half.

Now, the road to a 10-year reauthor-
ization was not exactly smooth. In
fact, the authorization actually expired
for nearly 4 months, but despite the
setbacks and, as I say, taking on long
odds, Chairman Hatch and I just kept
at it, focusing on the impact that this
historic legislation would have on the
reason we all do public service, which
is to make people’s lives better. And it
was clear that this was a real oppor-
tunity to make a lasting investment in
the well-being of kids, and we were
committed to doing that together.

So, now, thanks to the leadership of
Chairman Hatch, the healthcare for
millions of America’s kids is secure
until 2027. And I know because I re-
member looking over just a few desks
away to Chairman Hatch and won-
dering if we were going to be able to
keep this effort bipartisan, if we were
going to actually get it done. He would
smile, and he would look over at me in
that kind of way, just sort of ‘““Stick
with me, colleague,” because he so
often treated me almost like a son.
And it always made me feel that there
was a chance, as I said, to show people
that even in a very polarized and divi-
sive time, we could get something real-
ly important accomplished like stand-
ing up for kids.

Now, the next item that I want to
mention involves transforming the
Medicare Program. As my friend from
Nevada knows, my roots are with the
Grey Panthers, a senior citizens group.
When I was coming up, Medicare was a
program for acute illness—if you broke
your ankle, if you had a horrible case
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of the flu, you went to a hospital, you
saw your doctor—mot Medicare today
in Nevada and Oregon.

Today, Medicare is about chronic ill-
ness: cancer, diabetes, heart disease,
strokes, COPD. That is overwhelmingly
the Medicare Program today.

And when I briefly was chairman of
the Finance Committee, I held the first
hearing on updating Medicare to place
the focus squarely on updating what we
always have called the Medicare guar-
antee. Medicare isn’t a slip of paper; it
is a guarantee. And Chairman Hatch
graciously agreed to continue that ef-
fort.

It began when I was the chair. And it
took the better part of 2 years and a
lot of guts for Chairman Hatch to take
that on because the rule—the rule at
that time—was you didn’t even bring
up fundamental Medicare reform be-
cause everybody went to opposite sides,
and that was the end of the discussion.
Chairman Hatch said: Not on my
watch. We are going to do something
very different.

And there were groundbreaking de-
velopments in that chronic care bill
that make a difference today for Amer-
icans. Throughout the pandemic, it was
clear that we needed to make bold re-
forms to increase the role and oppor-
tunity for telehealth to serve our peo-
ple.

All our colleagues would come back
from a visit home, do something about
telehealth. Well, what happened was
that the Center for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services was trying to move
quickly, and they were looking for a
model. And I remember then-Secretary
of Medicare and Medicaid Services
Seema Verma called me up and said es-
sentially: Would you mind if we used
the model for expanding telehealth
which Chairman Hatch and you led in
the Finance Committee?

And we said: We are thrilled, all in,
let’s go.

And today that model continues to
expand. As my colleague from Nevada
knows, in the recent major budget bill,
we expanded it to audio only because
we had so many rural communities
where they didn’t have broadband,
where there was a big senior popu-
lation, and they wanted to expand tele-
health. None of that was possible un-
less Chairman Hatch was willing to
take on a big Medicare reform under-
taking, updating the guarantee, recog-
nizing that in the 21st century it
wasn’t like Medicare when it began,
and it really is going to make a big, big
difference.

And as I say, we are going to keep ex-
panding telehealth. My colleague
knows we are looking to have a major
mental health reform effort in this ses-
sion. A big part of it will be expanding
telehealth in covering mental health
services. Chairman Hatch did so much
to make that debate possible.

Finally, a third area—and this was
all in one Congress, three major bills—
and I could take kind of another prism
and talk about the chairman, but we
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passed the Family First Prevention
Services Act. What an incredibly im-
portant task that was.

We saw with foster care families,
there was a challenge in getting the
care that people needed in those facili-
ties, and we saw that many families
who weren’t in the foster care system
were trying to make decisions about
how to do what was best for their fam-
ily. Maybe a loved one, a parent of a
child had had some drug challenges, an
alcohol challenge, and the choice at
that time—Madam President, I think
you will recall this—was essentially
two options: One, keep the child in a
family situation that was far from de-
sirable or, two, send the child off to a
foster care facility that left something
to be desired, some good foster care,
some not so good.

Chairman Hatch led the effort to a
third path, Family First, so that now
when you have families, there might be
an older relative, a grandparent, it is
called Kinship Care. The grandparent
can step in and help the family as a
parent might be dealing with that alco-
hol challenge.

And States all over this country now
are moving to use Family First. They
are moving to make it possible for a
grandparent to step in as a caretaker
for grandkids.

Building flexibility into the system,
as my friend from Nevada and I have
often talked about, that is not a Demo-
cratic or a Republican issue, that is
just common sense. And often—often—
Chairman Hatch would say: What is
just a commonsense approach here?

I am going to talk for the remainder
of my time about what a pleasure it
was to be with Senator Hatch, person-
ally.

We met almost every week, alter-
nating between our offices. He would
tell stories. He wore a mezuzah with
great pride because he so valued his
friendship with the Jewish people.

He told wonderful stories about his
childhood in Pittsburgh, saving up
money to take the trolley to the sym-
phony, and fascinating stories about
his friendship with Muhammad Ali,
which almost invariably led to putting
his fists in the air and showing me a
little bit about the shadowboxing that
he did with his wonderful friend, Mu-
hammad Ali.

And then, of course, you would al-
ways hear about his side career as a
platinum-record-selling musician and
composer. And, finally, he was so good
to his friends; he almost invariably in-
flated their accomplishments to those
he was with, such as he did for years
with me about basketball.

He loved talking about books, espe-
cially history books. I gave him books
that my father had written; he read
them closely. He would often bring big
books to the floor of the Senate on a
late night. And I see so many of our
wonderful staff who can probably pic-
ture Chairman Hatch sitting right
there—and I see the nods—with a big
book, reading, and that was a special
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moment as he made his way through a
thick history volume and then told us
a little bit about it.

What an accomplished Senator. What
a good man. Nancy and I send our con-
dolences to Elaine, to their children, to
the many staffers who worked with
Chairman Hatch over the years. And I
want to close this way because this is
how Chairman Hatch often closed a
meeting. We would meet in each oth-
er’s offices every week.

And I remember, often he would
stand up at the end of the meeting, giv-
ing me one of those inimitable Orrin
Hatch smiles, and he would look at me
and he would go: ‘“So long, friend.”
That was Orrin Hatch today.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WARNOCK). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

————————

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for rollcall vote No.
160. Had I been present for the vote I
would have voted yea.®

——————

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, if there
had been a recorded rollcall vote on the
motion to instruct from Senator
MENENDEZ that moves that the man-
agers on the part of the Senate at the
conference on the disagreeing votes of
the two Houses on the Senate amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 4521 be instructed
to contain provisions in section 73003 of
the Senate amendment related to the
establishment of an inspector general
for the Office of the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative, I would have voted nay.

If there had been a recorded rollcall
vote on the motion to instruct from
Senator Lujan that moves that the
managers on the part of the Senate at
the conference on the disagreeing votes
of the two Houses on the Senate
amendment to the bill H.R. 4521 be in-
structed to insist on provisions sup-
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porting the work of the Department of
Energy, user facilities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, and National Labora-
tories, including work in microelec-
tronics and across the key technology
focus areas, supporting the Department
of Energy and its national laboratories,
I would have voted nay.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING P31 THERAPEUTIC
GRADE ESSENTIAL OILS AND
HOMEMADE PRODUCTS

e Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking
member of the Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship,
each week, I recognize an outstanding
Kentucky small business that exempli-
fies the American entrepreneurial spir-
it. This week, it is my privilege to rec-
ognize the small business, P31 Thera-
peutic Grade Essential Oils and Home-
made Products of Morgantown, KY, as
the Senate Small Business of the Week.

As any small business owner knows,
the path of entrepreneurship is rarely
straight and narrow. As is the case
with this small business owner, Tabby
Daugherty, who opened P31 Thera-
peutic Grade Essential Oils and Home-
made Products, also known as P31
Storefront Insiders, in 2018. P31’s story
began a couple years prior to her offi-
cial opening date. In 2016, Tabby was a
part-time employee at Life-Skills,
working with adults with disabilities
while she raised her several children.
As a mother of a large family, she
strived to keep the meaning of Prov-
erbs 31 at the core of her work and
home life. What served as a motto of
sorts became the inspiration for her
business and its name, hence the P31.

Proverbs 31:17-18 reads, ‘‘She dresses
herself with strength and makes her
arms strong. She perceives that her
merchandise is profitable. Her lamp
does not go out at night.” Taking from
that verse, Tabby sought to make her-
self and her household more self-sus-
taining and started to make her own
laundry soap. Word gathered around
town, and soon, there was widespread
interest in Tabby’s homemade soap.
This do-it-yourself project and the de-
mand it garnered soon led to her found-
ing her own business.

A business selling soap grew into a
venture that offered over 100 products.
After a friend suggested she start cre-
ating products using essential oils,
Tabby expanded her variety of products
and began to sell moisturizers, serums,
bracelets, and diffusers. She also cre-
ates custom products used to treat
maladies. Around town, people know
Tabby as a giver, evident in her role as
a mother of a big family and in her pre-
vious job at Life-Skills looking after
those with disabilities. For that rea-
son, many put their faith in her and
her products, often coming to her with
a special request for a specific blend.
Tabby gladly takes all requests even
though it requires extra time and care



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T23:06:15-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




