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improve Amtrak, Baldwin Field, locks 
and dams, and a port district. Tom 
worked with elected officials at every 
level of government, regardless of 
party, so Illinois and the surrounding 
States’ residents could have a better 
life. 

For his work in media and improving 
the region, Tom received numerous 
awards. From the Quincy Chamber of 
Commerce Hall of Fame to being the 
first recipient of the annual Boy Scout 
community service award, he was a 
deeply honored person. In 2020, he was 
inducted into the Gold Circle by the 
Mid-America Chapter of the National 
Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences, one of television’s highest 
honors. 

Tom also was generous financially. 
The Oakley family made the single 
largest philanthropic investment in the 
history of Quincy University, focusing 
on scholarships, academic facility im-
provements, and support programs. 
Earlier this year, Tom announced a $1 
million gift to Culver-Stockton College 
to establish the Tri-State Development 
Summit at the school. 

Tom inspired a legacy that will con-
tinue and channel regional coopera-
tion. He was fiercely loyal to both his 
family and his community, and I am 
fortunate to call him a friend. We will 
miss his leadership. His life was a life 
well-lived. Tom is survived by his son 
Ralph, his daughter Mary, his many 
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. Tom, like his beloved West-
ern Illinois, will not be forgotten. 

(At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 
∑ Mr. BENNET. Madam President, I 
was necessarily absent for rollcall vote 
No. 148. Had I been present for the vote, 
I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 149. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted yea. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 150. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 151. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 152. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 153. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 154. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 155. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted yea. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 156. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 157. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 158. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted yea. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 159. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted nay.∑ 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, had 
there been a recorded vote, I would 
have voted no on the Motion to In-
struct Conferees from Mr. MENENDEZ 
that moves that the managers on the 
part of the Senate at the conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the Senate amendment to the bill 
H.R. 4521 be instructed to insist upon 
the provisions contained in section 
73003 of the Senate amendment (relat-
ing to establishment of an Inspector 
General of the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative). 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, if there had been a recorded roll 
call vote on the Menendez motion to 
instruct conferees in relation to H.R. 
4521, USICA, I would have voted no. 

If there had been a recorded roll call 
vote on the Kelly motion to instruct 
conferees in relation to H.R. 4521, 
USICA, I would have voted no. 
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REMEMBERING GERRY FRANK 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I 
speak today to honor the memory of an 
esteemed and beloved Oregonian who 
spent his life bettering our State. On 
March 13, Oregon lost its most devoted 
citizen and advocate: Gerry Frank. 

Gerry’s life and service to Oregon has 
inspired so many to learn, laugh about, 
and love what makes Oregon so special: 
our State’s jaw-dropping beauty, our 
unique independence, and our incred-
ible capacity to land on our feet. And 
Gerry has always done it in his own 
special way. No one I know has man-
aged to do as much good as Gerry 
Frank with a simple piece of chocolate 
cake. 

Gerry was a true renaissance man. A 
graduate of both Lincoln High in Port-
land and Cambridge in the U.K., he 
made his mark as a successful haber-
dasher, restauranteur, politician, and 
World War II veteran. But we all knew 
his true loves: Oregon and a great piece 
of cake. Gerry used the best chocolate 
cake in the world to bring us together 
at the State fair, a contest he selflessly 
judged annually for 60 years. He kept a 
terrific restaurant and retailer called 
Gerry Frank’s Konditorei which paired 
delicious Oregon food with that cake. 
And he went to bat for Oregon commu-
nity organizations of every size and 
shape, saying, ‘‘How much cake do you 
need to give a good cause a boost?’’ 

After the family business of Meier & 
Frank was sold in 1965, Gerry turned to 
politics, joining Senator Mark Hat-
field’s office. Gerry’s politics were al-
ways pretty simple. He would ask, ‘‘Is 
that idea fair? Does it make sense? And 
is it a part of Oregon’s long tradition of 

welcoming fresh approaches to tack-
ling big challenges?’’ For almost 20 
years Gerry worked as Mark Hatfield’s 
chief of staff, gaining the nickname 
‘‘Oregon’s Third Senator,’’ for his dog-
ged work ethic and devotion to Orego-
nians. Gerry is an incredible testament 
to what we call back home the Oregon 
Way: where we put aside partisan 
leanings to get things done for our 
State. 

After leaving politics, Gerry followed 
his passion for meeting new people and 
seeing new places. A talented writer, 
he was the travel columnist at the Ore-
gonian newspaper for many years and 
published multiple books, including 
one of my personal favorites: ‘‘Gerry 
Frank’s Oregon.’’ 

Gerry, a man of many talents and 
passions, never forgot about his home 
in Salem. Despite travelling to over 150 
countries, he always returned home in 
time for some of Oregon’s beloved tra-
ditions, including the State fair and 
the Rose Festival. In 2019 the Gerry 
Frank Salem Rotary Amphitheater 
was built in his name, just another tes-
tament to the impact Gerry had on his 
community as a lifelong Rotarian and 
lover of live music. And soon, Provi-
dence Health in Portland will complete 
the Gerry Frank Center for Children’s 
Care in his memory. 

The State of Oregon will not forget 
Gerry Frank, and neither will I. While 
his passing brings us sadness, it also 
bring us gratitude for his tireless work 
to make Oregon a better place to call 
home. I honor the illustrious life of 
Gerry Frank and unforgettable legacy 
he left in our State for generations to 
come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE COUNTRY 
MUSIC HALL OF FAME 2021 IN-
DUCTEES 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, it is my honor to officially con-
gratulate the Country Music Hall of 
Fame 2021 inductees. This past week-
end I was fortunate enough to attend 
their Medallion Ceremony and help 
welcome The Judds, Ray Charles, Eddie 
Bayers, and Pete Drake into country 
music’s closest circle of friends. 

Naomi and Wynonna Judd, 2021’s 
Modern Era Artist inductees, were one 
of country music’s most cherished 
duos. The story of how they became 
The Judds reads like something out of 
a movie script: a mama and her daugh-
ter change their names, move to Nash-
ville, and land a record deal after a 
chance encounter with a hit producer. 
I, like thousands of their fans, was ab-
solutely heartbroken when Naomi’s life 
came to an end just 1 day before she 
was to receive her medallion, but her 
story lives on in the generations of fe-
male artists she inspired and through 
Wynonna’s ongoing, stunning contribu-
tions to country music. 

Few artists in living memory have 
taken more risks and earned more re-
spect than Ray Charles, 2021’s Veterans 
Era Artist inductee. Ray’s timeless 
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contributions to the past, present, and 
future of country music have inspired 
generations of rising stars to stake 
their own unique claims in the rich and 
diverse traditions of the genre. Ray’s 
career should serve as a gentle re-
minder to us all that while conformity 
may make for an easier journey, the 
creative heart rarely finds solace or joy 
in following in another’s footsteps. 

This year, the Country Music Hall of 
Fame honored not one but two musi-
cians who fundamentally transformed 
the sound and feel of modern music and 
set country musicmaking above the 
rest. Eddie Bayers, one of 2021’s Re-
cording and Touring Musician induct-
ees, is an undisputed master of his 
craft. He is a first call drummer, a re-
vered instructor, and one of the indus-
try’s most coveted human metronomes. 
For more than 50 years, he has laid the 
groove for the world’s most beloved 
artists, and I am so pleased to see him 
finally take his place in the spotlight. 
Pete Drake, Bayers’ fellow 2021 Record-
ing and Touring Musician inductee, 
used his unparalleled skill on the pedal 
steel guitar to turn already great musi-
cians into chart-topping legends. He 
forever changed the way artists in all 
genres thought about pedal steel, and 
his version of Alvino Rey’s ‘‘talking’’ 
steel guitar, dubbed the ‘‘talk box,’’ 
made its way into some of rock ‘n roll’s 
most iconic and instantly recognizable 
records. 

On behalf of the entire Tennessee del-
egation, I would like to express my 
gratitude to Naomi, Wynonna, Ray, 
Eddie, and Pete for their passion and 
artistry. The world is a far more vi-
brant and beautiful place for having ex-
perienced the gift of their music. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JOSE ROMERO 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I 
rise today to recognize Dr. Jose Ro-
mero for his service as Secretary of the 
Arkansas Department of Health. He 
has led the ADH with a strong resolve 
and determination throughout the 
COVID–19 pandemic and his medical 
expertise has helped Arkansans navi-
gate and establish commonsense health 
solutions during this unprecedented 
time. 

Dr. Romero launched his career at 
the Arkansas Department of Health 
when he served as chief medical officer, 
and he was later appointed interim 
Secretary of Health in May of 2020 by 
Governor Asa Hutchinson. Dr. Romero 
proved he was more than up to the 
task; he excelled in this position and 
was quickly elevated to Secretary in 
August of the same year. The governor 
has said of his time working with Dr. 
Romero, ‘‘He’s supported me. He’s sup-
ported our state. He’s understood the 
political dynamics as well as the epide-
miology of dealing with this pandemic, 
and while it’s a great loss to Arkansas, 
he’s developed a very, very strong team 

at the Department of Health that I 
know will be able to continue with 
great vigor and continued leadership.’’ 

Dr. Romero has years of experience 
and an impressive educational back-
ground that prepared him to serve the 
people of Arkansas in the critical role 
he has filled over the last several 
years. He served as the chairman of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s Advisory Committee on Im-
munization Practices, which provided 
national guidance on the prioritization 
and distribution of the COVID–19 vac-
cine. He has also recently been ap-
pointed to the American Academy of 
Pediatrics’ Committee on Infectious 
Diseases and has consistently showed 
his ability to expertly inform and pro-
tect public health for the entire coun-
try. 

Dr. Romero has a passion for not 
only serving others but teaching as 
well. He is a professor of pediatrics at 
the University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences and has board certification in 
pediatrics and pediatric infectious dis-
eases. He was also the section chief of 
pediatric infectious diseases at the Ar-
kansas Children’s Hospital from 2008 
through 2020, where he was involved 
with numerous studies across his field 
that have contributed immensely to 
medical sciences. I am so grateful Ar-
kansans have had such a dedicated 
civil servant looking out for us for so 
long. 

Dr. Romero has continuously shown 
his incredible commitment to the bet-
terment of our Nation through his 
work improving the health of Ameri-
cans and educating the next generation 
of healthcare professionals. Through-
out his time as Secretary of Health, 
Dr. Romero has bravely navigated the 
COVID–19 pandemic and helped the 
Natural State stay safe and healthy 
while continuing to thrive. 

He has become a familiar face across 
Arkansas standing beside Governor 
Hutchinson during daily press con-
ferences regarding the virus, making 
him a trusted source for many Arkan-
sans with questions and concerns about 
the pandemic and medicine generally. 
As a member of the Governor’s cabinet, 
Dr. Romero worked diligently along-
side the Governor’s team to provide 
senior scientific and executive leader-
ship for the agency, and his commit-
ment to the health and well-being of 
Arkansans has been clear throughout 
his career. Dr. Romero has shown his 
dedication for providing quality infor-
mation to all Arkansans during his 
tenure, and we have benefited from his 
expertise. 

It is evident Dr. Romero’s passion for 
service and selfless dedication to public 
health has made an incredibly positive 
impact in every project he has been a 
part of and helped our State and all its 
citizens throughout the pandemic. Dr. 
Romero has devoted his life to pro-
tecting the public and educating oth-
ers. I appreciate the opportunity to 
work with Dr. Romero and thank him 
for his commitment to improving the 

health and wellness of Arkansans. As 
he transitions to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, Arkansas 
is full of gratitude for Dr. Romero and 
his dedication to our State.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WALLACE ‘‘BUTCH’’ 
THUNDER HAWK 

∑ Mr. CRAMER. Madam President, I 
want to honor today the distinguished 
career of a remarkable North Dakota 
educator and artist who is retiring 
from teaching this month. 

Wallace ‘‘Butch’’ Thunder Hawk is an 
internationally renowned artist who 
has been a Tribal art teacher at United 
Tribes Technical College in Bismarck 
for 49 years. He has helped hundreds of 
students grow their artistic talent and 
appreciate traditional Native Amer-
ican art and traditions. 

Beyond his classroom in Bismarck, 
the impact of Butch’s passion for cre-
ating and teaching Native American 
art has been felt around the world. A 
Hunkpapa Lakota Teton Sioux, he was 
raised in the community of Cannonball 
on the Standing Rock Reservation. 
Butch was influenced by the work of 
his grandparents and mother, who cre-
ated traditional art including bead-
work, warbonnets, and tools. Ledger 
art has become one of Butch’s great in-
terests, and he has created hand-carved 
horse effigies, horse memorial sticks, 
war shields, and traditional weaponry. 

His artwork can be seen in homes and 
museums around the region and world. 
He was instrumental in establishing 
the Indian Hall exhibit at Thomas Jef-
ferson’s Monticello, helping to recreate 
art similar to what Lewis and Clark 
would have collected during their fa-
mous expedition in the early 1800s. 
Working with Harvard University’s 
Peabody Museum of Archaelogy and 
Ethnology, he and his students created 
several pieces for Monticello’s Indian 
Hall, including clubs, lances, arrows, 
shields, pipes, and a quiver and 
bowcase. Later, following several years 
as a visiting scholar at Harvard, he was 
a curator of an exhibit at the Peabody 
Museum on Lakota images of the West. 
One of his horse memorial effigy rep-
licas is in the permanent collection at 
the Nelson Atkins Museum in Kansas 
City, and two major art pieces are on 
display at the James Monroe House in 
Charlottesville, VA. One of his orna-
ments featuring a bison was displayed 
on the White House Christmas Tree in 
2008. 

He has said creating art and teaching 
honors his ancestors, his family, his 
students, and other artist friends. He 
considers it a privilege to share Lakota 
traditions with students and help them 
grow their appreciation of this art. 

When I heard the news that Butch 
Thunder Hawk was retiring from 
teaching, I smiled. In previous posi-
tions I held that included promoting 
all that is good about North Dakota, 
Butch was at the very top of the list of 
our State’s most treasured cultural 
ambassadors. A humble, personable, 
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