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both brandnew and recently produced
humvees, including anti-lock brake
and electronic stability control safe
kits to help prevent rollovers and acci-
dents.

In fact, since 2017, all new Army
humvees already have these safety kits
installed. This includes humvees pro-
cured as part of our partnership at
Rock Island Arsenal, where the safety
kits are actually part of the integrated
chassis system delivered to the arsenal.

As the Army continues its joint light
tactical vehicle procurement strategy,
the humvee will continue to be the
workhorse of the future—the Army
tactical wheeled vehicle fleet is led by
these units with over 50,000 in service—
for decades to come. As such, we owe it
to the fighting forces to give them
newer, safer humvees. And we must en-
sure that recently produced humvees
currently in the fleet, those wused
across combat and training and other
operational capabilities, are updated
with safety Kits.

The Army is also reviewing addi-
tional safety upgrades—such as airbags
and restraint systems—that can help
save lives as well.

All of these critical investments
must be made in parallel. The ‘60 Min-
utes” piece has made clear the risks
and costs. This is a clear call to action
for all of us in Congress. The FY22 om-
nibus included $183 million for more
safety kits on existing humvees. I look
forward to continuing to work with the
Army on further efforts to make the
humvee safer and to keep our promise
to protect the lives of our men and
women in uniform.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PADILLA). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING ORRIN G. HATCH

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, on Satur-
day, we lost a remarkable former col-
league: Senator Orrin Hatch.

Orrin rose from poverty to become
one of the longest serving Senators in
U.S. history and the longest serving
Republican Senator ever. During his
more than 40-year Senate career, he
built a record of accomplishment that
included landmark legislation like the
Americans with Disabilities Act; the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act; and the Reli-
gious Freedom Restoration Act, which
he authored with his close friend from
across the aisle, Senator Ted Kennedy.
At the time of Orrin’s retirement, no
Senator alive had had as many pieces
of legislation signed into law.

I was privileged to serve under
Orrin’s leadership at the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, one of three influen-
tial Senate committees that he chaired
during his tenure in the Senate. In ad-
dition to being an outstanding legis-
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lator and a principled conservative,
Orrin Hatch was also a cherished and
good-humored colleague and a deeply
kind human being. It is no surprise
that his friendships spanned both sides
of the aisle or that both the Democrat
and Republican leaders paid tribute to
him yesterday.

Mr. President, I know I speak for
more than myself when I say that I
have missed his presence in the Senate.
His death is a loss for our country and
especially for his beloved State of
Utah, which he served so faithfully and
so well during his long career.

My thoughts and prayers this week
are with Orrin’s wife of more than 64
years, Elaine, with Orrin’s six children,
and with his dozens of grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. President, the first year of
Democratic governance in Washington
has produced surging inflation, a disas-
trous withdrawal from Afghanistan,
and a massive border crisis. And, unfor-
tunately, so far 2022 isn’t looking much
better. Our inflation crisis keeps get-
ting worse, energy prices are soaring,
and the Biden border crisis is reaching
new heights.

When President Biden took office, in-
flation was 1.4 percent, well within the
Federal Reserve’s target inflation rate
of 2 percent; and it might have re-
mained there had Democrats not de-
cided to pass a $1.9 trillion partisan
spending spree under the guise of
COVID relief—mere weeks, I might
add, after Congress had approved a
fifth bipartisan COVID relief bill that
met essentially all current pressing
COVID needs.

The Democrats’ decision to flood the
economy with unnecessary government
money set off an inflation crisis that
shows little sign of stopping. March
saw inflation hit 8.5 percent, a 40-year
high. Everywhere Americans look, they
are paying more: more for groceries,
more for gas, more for utilities, more
for furniture, more for used cars and
trucks—and the list goes on.

While wages increased in 2021, infla-
tion outstripped wage growth, which
means that instead of a pay increase,
many Americans saw a de facto pay
cut. Needless to say, inflation is having
the biggest impact on those who can
least afford it.

The President likes to tout job cre-
ation and economic growth—although
most of what he takes credit for is the
natural consequence of economic re-
covery after the pandemic—but his
claims mean little to families who are
wondering how they will be able to pay
their soaring grocery bills or whether
they can afford the gas that they need
for the rest of the month.

And speaking of affording gas,
thanks to Democrats, we are also rap-
idly approaching a full-blown energy
crisis. Gas prices increased on average
to an alltime high in March, according
to AAA, and that is on top of the soar-
ing inflationary costs of electricity and
home gas services, among other energy
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commodities. As of yesterday, gas was
$4.12 a gallon, up from $2.39 a gallon
when President Biden took office. The
administration, of course, has at-
tempted to blame this hike on Putin,
but the vast majority of the 72-percent
increase in gas prices since President
Biden took office predates the war in
Ukraine and sanctions on Russia.

Every gallon of gas purchased at cur-
rent prices hits family budgets hard,
especially in rural States like South
Dakota where driving long distances is
the norm. Diesel averaged $2.68 a gal-
lon in January of 2021. As of yesterday,
it was $5.07. That not only hits our
transportation sector and truckers but
farmers across the country as they
plant their fields this spring.

There is no easy solution on infla-
tion, but the first imperative is to do
no more harm. Once Democrats saw
the inflationary effects of their $1.9
trillion spending bill, they should have
instantly resolved to refrain from any
more unnecessary government spend-
ing. Big spending, however, is a way of
life for Democrats. So instead of com-
mitting to spending restraint, they
spent last fall pushing for a second
massive spending spree that would
have made our inflation situation that
much worse. And while that reckless
tax-and-spending spree was mercifully
halted in the Senate last December,
the President’s recent budget request
made clear that Democrats are still in-
tent on implementing many of their
tax-and-spending spree’s measures.

That is right. Democrats unleashed
the worst inflation in 40 years by flood-
ing the economy with unnecessary gov-
ernment money, and they still want to
double down on that strategy. If Demo-
crats have their way on government
spending, our inflation crisis could last
for years to come.

Mr. President, while there are few
things the President and Democrats
can do to speed up the end of their self-
inflicted inflation crisis other than not
making it worse, there are actions that
Democrats can take to address the
high energy costs that Americans are
facing, and chief among those things is
unleashing American energy produc-
tion of both alternative and conven-
tional energy. Unfortunately, the
President seems pretty committed to
doing the opposite when it comes to
conventional energy. He has asked
other countries to increase their con-
ventional energy production, but he
has made it clear that he is not inter-
ested in seeing the United States do
the same.

While his administration is finally
conducting sales for new onshore oil
and gas leases, it has reduced the land
available for such leases and substan-
tially increased the royalty rate, send-
ing a clear signal to American energy
producers that the administration is
reluctant to collaborate with it. Mean-
while, the Securities and Exchange
Commission has proposed requiring
costly new financial disclosures that
would discourage investment in con-
ventional energy production.
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While Democrats may wish it weren’t
so, the fact of the matter is that our
country will still need oil and natural
gas for years to come; and if Democrats
and the President didn’t want Ameri-
cans to be paying sky-high prices to fill
their cars, they need to focus on en-
couraging responsible oil and gas pro-
duction here at home, which, I might
add, puts Americans to work in good-
paying jobs and develops these re-
sources with fewer emissions than are
produced in other countries. Forcing
our country to increase our reliance on
foreign energy sources will do nothing
but drive up energy prices, not to men-
tion jeopardizing mnational security.
Boosting domestic production, on the
other hand, would drive down energy
prices while ensuring that we don’t
have to rely on dictators or unstable
countries for energy.

In addition to our energy and infla-
tion crises, we are also facing a mas-
sive crisis at the southern border. Al-
most from the day the President took
office, we have seen a huge surge in the
number of individuals attempting to il-
legally make their way across the
southern border. In March alone, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection en-
countered 221,303 individuals attempt-
ing to cross our southern border ille-
gally. In the first quarter of 2022, more
than half a million individuals were ap-
prehended while trying to get across
our southern border. And the influx
shows no signs of stopping.

And what has the President done to
address this crisis? Next to nothing. In
fact, the truth is that this is a crisis
largely of the President’s own making.
The series of actions that he has taken
to weaken border security and immi-
gration enforcement has encouraged a
flood of illegal immigration across our
southern border. In fact, the Presi-
dent’s lawyers are over at the Supreme
Court today arguing against a measure
to discourage illegal immigration.

And now the President is on track to
make our current border crisis much
worse by lifting title 42 COVID-19 re-
strictions that have provided for the
immediate deportation of individuals
who have crossed the border illegally.
Once these restrictions are lifted, the
Department of Homeland Security ex-
pects as many as 18,000 migrants per
day—18,000 per day—to attempt to
cross our southern border.

I mentioned that we have seen more
than half a million attempted illegal
crossings in the first 3 months of this
year. Without title 42 restrictions, we
could be seeing more than half a mil-
lion attempted crossings each month,
and it is clear that the President has
no substantive plan in place to deal
with such a surge.

I was relieved—as I think a lot of
Americans were and I think a lot of
Democrats, honestly, here in the Sen-
ate—that yesterday a Federal judge
issued an order temporarily preserving
title 42. But this is not a permanent so-
lution to the problem. Title 42 should
not be lifted until the President has a
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robust plan in place for discouraging il-
legal immigration, securing our border,
preventing human trafficking and drug
trafficking, and quickly deporting
those who seek to illegally enter our
country.

So here is where we are, Mr. Presi-
dent: We have an inflation crisis that is
driving up costs for American families.
We have an energy crisis, with sky-
high gas prices fueling pain at the
pump. And we have a security, humani-
tarian, and enforcement crisis at our
southern border. That is what a year
and a quarter of Democratic govern-
ance looks like.

And since Democrats show no signs
of taking steps to address these crises,
that is what Democratic governance is
likely to look like for the foreseeable
future. Meanwhile, the American peo-
ple will continue to pay the price.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING JOHNNIE JONES

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, today
my State and I think the entire coun-
try should both mourn the loss and cel-
ebrate the life of an American hero and
dedicated civil rights leader—Johnnie
Jones, who recently died at age 102 but
in his 102 years fought for our country,
fought for the free world, and also
fought to bring civil rights to a better
place.

During World War II, Johnnie Jones
helped storm the beaches of Normandy
as part of D-day, liberate France from
Nazi occupation—along the way, being
part of the Battle of the Bulge. He was
injured during the D-day invasion when
his ship hit a mine, and he suffered
shrapnel wounds from German air at-
tacks, but he never stopped fighting.

When he came back, he attended
Southern Law School and then led civil
rights efforts in Baton Rouge. He le-
gally represented the organizers at the
Baton Rouge bus boycott, which served
as a forerunner or a template for the
Montgomery bus boycott. Throughout
his career, he took on several civil
rights cases, advocating for equality
under the law, and served a term in the
Louisiana House of Representatives.

His commitment to service and his
love of our country was not just admi-
rable but inspiring.

Last year, I had the honor to present
him with a Purple Heart for the
wounds he received during the D-day
invasion in 1944.

My grandson has been to the World
War II Museum in New Orleans—a tre-
mendous museum—and he is now very
much into the heroism of our soldiers
who were in both World War II and
World War I. So I took my grandson to
meet Mr. Jones because I wanted him
to meet a real-life hero.
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Here you see him at 102—so proud of
his medals, saluting.

My grandson, just the other day,
said: Papaw, remind me of that man we
met. So his meeting Mr. Jones 2 years
ago has inspired a 7-year-old to live his
life a better way.

So, as Mr. Jones salutes us, shall we
all be inspired, shall we always remem-
ber the heroism abroad and the her-
oism here.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

EARTH DAY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, as Lady
Bird Johnson said, ‘‘“The environment
is where we all meet, where we all have
a mutual interest; it is the one thing
all of us share.”

This quote from when she served as
First Lady of the United States during
President Lyndon Baines Johnson’s
time in office, from 1963 to 1969, still
resonates with us today as we com-
memorate Earth Day 2022 and reflect
on our relationship with nature and the
world we share with each of us every
day.

April 22, 1970, marked the first an-
nual Earth Day, which led to the for-
mation of the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency—the Agency that is re-
sponsible for implementing environ-
mental regulations and standards.

We have made great strides in pro-
tecting the environment and public
health through the Clean Air Act,
Clean Water Act, and Endangered Spe-
cies Act, but the data and science sur-
rounding the harmful effects of climate
change are alarming. Climate change is
harming our ecosystems, waterways,
forests, wildlife, and our general envi-
ronment.

This year’s sustainable development
goals theme and call to action is ‘“‘In-
vest in Our Planet.” The question for
climate action is no longer ¢if”’ or
“when” but ‘““how much?”’ if we want to
have a healthy, habitable Earth.

Strong policies that protect our
water resources, fisheries, and wildlife
and address the challenges of climate
change are a top priority of mine in my
role as a member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works.

I applaud President Biden for setting
forth ambitious but attainable cli-
mate-friendly goals, driven by science,
to help preserve the health and safety
of our planet and the public. I applaud
President Biden’s Executive actions in
January of 2021 to reverse steps Presi-
dent Trump took that weakened Fed-
eral protections under the Endangered
Species Act. 1 applaud President
Biden’s commitment to conserving 30
percent of America’s lands and oceans
by 2030, also known as the America the
Beautiful Initiative.

With the understanding that we need
to meet the moment on climate change
and preserve our planet, Congress
passed the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act, which President Biden
signed into law last November. This
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