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Zelenskyy did not do as others have
done in the past. He didn’t run; he
didn’t hide; and he didn’t give in. Presi-
dent Zelenskyy did what every leader
hopes to have the courage to do in
times of crisis: He stood his ground,
spoke out, and rallied the rest of the
world to get behind him.

Yesterday, as we all know, Members
of Congress had a chance to hear di-
rectly from President Zelenskyy.

First, he expressed his gratitude to
the United States for the support we
have provided so far to his country, but
he also issued an urgent plea for more
defense articles. He showed us a video-
tape of devastating photos and videos
coming out of Ukraine, demonstrating
what the Ukrainian people are being
subjected to every day by Putin’s cruel
and unprovoked war against innocent
civilians.

Ukrainian troops need more arms.
They need anti-tank capabilities, and
they need additional aircraft. As Presi-
dent Zelenskyy put it, the destiny of
Ukraine is being decided now, as we
speak.

I believe we have a moral obliga-
tion—not necessarily a treaty obliga-
tion since Ukraine isn’t part of NATO,
but we have a moral obligation as the
leader of the free world—and I am talk-
ing about the United States as a
whole—to support Ukraine and help
them defend their sovereignty and
their people.

For example, Poland, a member of
NATO, offered to transfer an entire
fleet of MiG-29 fighters to the United
States for delivery to Ukraine. Ukrain-
ian forces already know how to fly
those Russian aircraft, and President
Zelenskyy assured us that they are
desperately needed, but the Biden ad-
ministration rejected the offer out of
fear that it might provoke Mr. Putin
or, in terms of war, might escalate the
conflict.

Winston Churchill, another
wartime leader, aptly said:

An appeaser is one who feeds a crocodile,
hoping it will eat him last.

This cannot be the policy of the
United States. We cannot appease
Vladimir Putin, and we can’t afford to
be timid in the face of the greatest
threat to world peace since World War
II.

Here on the Senate floor, several
weeks ago, I shared a maxim of another
Russian leader, Vladimir Lenin, the
leader of the Soviet Union, of course,
at the time. This is something I would
suspect that Mr. Putin agrees with.

Lenin said:

You probe with bayonets. If you find mush,
you push. If you find steel, you withdraw.

In short, if people like Vladimir
Lenin and Vladimir Putin are met with
weakness, they are going to keep com-
ing; if they are met with strength, they
may withdraw.

President Putin clearly subscribes to
this world view. He doesn’t respect
weakness. In fact, weakness is a provo-
cation; it encourages him. A weak op-
ponent is Putin’s greatest desire. Presi-
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dent Biden, unfortunately, in not act-
ing more forcefully and taking the ini-
tiative as only leaders can do, is play-
ing into his hand.

The Biden administration has time
and time again eventually come around
to doing the right thing when it comes
to arming the Ukrainians. Unfortu-
nately, it has only been after there has
been a public outcry or more pressure
from Congress or President Zelenskyy.

Last year, President Biden waived
sanctions on the Nord Stream 2 Pipe-
line. This, of course, is a natural gas
pipeline that goes from Russia to Ger-
many. One of the things, even now, the
Germans have recognized is their vul-
nerability to the monopoly that Russia
has when it comes to providing oil and
gas to Europe.

As Russia built up troops on
Ukraine’s border, President Biden sug-
gested that some attacks on Ukrainian
sovereignty would be ‘“‘minor intru-
sions’” and perhaps disregarded by the
United States, he implied.

President Biden ignored the advice of
virtually all of his advisers and missed
the window to impose paralyzing sanc-
tions on Russia before the invasion,
and now the administration continues
to refuse to facilitate the transfer of
these Polish fighter jets.

In standard fashion, the administra-
tion seems to be a little confused by
this crisis—afraid to say yes and too
afraid to say no.

I am reminded of President Obama’s
statement of ‘‘leading from behind,”
which appears to be an approach em-
braced now by President Biden.

Strong words are important, but they
don’t defend against rockets or cruise
missiles. Sanctions are important, but
they won’t take out a Russian tank.
Humanitarian aid is important, but
only if it is delivered on a timely basis
and when it is needed. And waiting and
seeing what will develop next and then
responding after the fact rather than
anticipating the need is not particu-
larly effective.

As I said, I believe we have a moral
obligation to stand with Ukraine and
help its people defend their way of life.
We should not be in a position of tell-
ing President Zelenskyy: Yes, you have
asked us for these defensive arms. You
have asked us for these airplanes. We
are going to give you just what we
think you need.

I don’t think that should be our posi-
tion. We ought to ask President
Zelenskyy what he needs and provide it
forthwith.

We want to help Ukraine defeat Rus-
sian forces and repel them from their
territory entirely, not just extend the
length of this terrible war. The most
effective way to do that is to supply
Ukraine with the assets they need as
quickly as possible.

To start with, the Biden administra-
tion should reevaluate its decision to
reject Poland’s aircraft offer. These
airplanes are needed for UKkraine to
maintain air superiority over Russian
forces, and they need them now and
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not at some distant date in the future.
And we need to continue to find ways
to put American weaponry into the
hands of Ukrainian soldiers.

Back in World War II, the United
States was known as the arsenal of de-
mocracy. Again, in a bill that I have
introduced called the Ukraine Democ-
racy Defense Lend-Lease Act, we can
do that again. I am proud to have
worked with a group of bipartisan Sen-
ators, including Senators CARDIN,
WICKER, and SHAHEEN, to produce this
legislation.

This legislation authorizes the Presi-
dent to enter into lend-lease agree-
ments like we did in World War II,
which probably saved Britain from
domination by Nazi Germany. We can
do this again by providing Ukrainian
forces with the weapons they need to
defend their country.

This legislation was included in var-
ious packages designed to support
Ukraine, but, unfortunately, those
packages never made their way to the
Senate floor.

There is broad bipartisan support for
this lend-lease provision, and it will
give the United States the ability to
send the exact type of military support
Ukraine needs without a lot of redtape
or unnecessary delays.

Our support for Ukraine is not a
provocation for Putin. It is a necessary
show of strength, and it is a deter-
rence.

As we search for additional ways to
support Ukraine, it was great to hear
from President Zelenskyy. As I said
earlier, his bravery and leadership have
galvanized the world and have inspired
all of us to take action. And I hope his
plea for additional aid will persuade
President Biden to act with even great-
er dispatch.

This weekend, I will be traveling
with a number of our colleagues to Po-
land to visit our friends and allies on
the ground and to see for ourselves the
sort of humanitarian crisis that
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine has cre-
ated.

Poland, to its credit, has welcomed
thousands of refugees—hundreds of
thousands—and continues to deal with
the Russian aggression along its bor-
ders.

I look forward to this opportunity to
visit both Poland and Germany and
learning more from our partners in Eu-
rope and eager to bring back their
input to the Senate for further urgent
action.

I yield the floor.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SCHATZ). Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the Corley nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Jacqueline Scott Corley, of California,
to be United States District Judge for
the Northern District of California.
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VOTE ON CORLEY NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Corley nomination?

Mr. LEAHY. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs.
SHAHEEN) is necessarily absent.

The result was announced—yeas 63,
nays 36, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 94 Ex.]

YEAS—63
Baldwin Hassan Peters
Bennet Heinrich Reed
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Romney
Booker Hirono Rosen
Brown Kaine Rounds
Burr Kelly Sanders
Cantwell King Schatz
Capito Klobuchar Schumer
Cardin Leahy Sinema
Carper Lee Smith
Casey Lujan Stabenow
Collins Manchin Tester
Coons Markey Tillis
Cornyn McConnell Toomey
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murkowski Warnock
Feinstein Murphy Warren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Graham Ossoff Wyden
Grassley Padilla Young
NAYS—36
Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Hagerty Portman
Blunt Hawley Risch
Boozman Hoeven Rubio
Braun Hyde-Smith Sasse
Cassidy Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cotton Johnson Scott (SC)
Cramer Kennedy Shelby
Crapo Lankford Sullivan
Cruz Lummis Thune
Daines Marshall Tuberville
Ernst Moran Wicker
NOT VOTING—1
Shaheen

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the Slaughter
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Fred W.
Slaughter, of California, to be United
States District Judge for the Central
District of California.

VOTE ON SLAUGHTER NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Slaughter nomination?

Mr. WARNER. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?
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There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs.
SHAHEEN) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

The result was announced—yeas 57,
nays 41, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 95 Ex.]

YEAS—b7
Baldwin Grassley Padilla
Bennet Hassan Peters
Blumenthal Heinrich Reed
Booker Hickenlooper Romney
Brown Hirono Rosen
Cantwell Kaine Rounds
Capito Kelly Sanders
Cardin King Schatz
Carper Klobuchar Schumer
Casey Leahy Sinema
Collins Lujan Smith
Coons Manchin Stabenow
Cornyn Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley Warner
Durbin Murkowski Warnock
Feinstein Murphy Warren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Graham Ossoff Wyden
NAYS—41

Barrasso Hagerty Portman
Blackburn Hawley Risch
Blunt Hoeven Rubio
Boozman Hyde-Smith Sasse
Braun Inhofe Scott (FL)
Burr Johnson Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kennedy Shelby
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cramer Lee Th

. une
Crapo Lummis Toomey
Cruz Marshall !
Daines McConnell Tuberville
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Paul Young

NOT VOTING—2

Shaheen Tillis

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

The majority leader.

AMERICA COMPETES ACT OF 2022

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I have
an announcement to make for the in-
formation of Senators. In a few mo-
ments, I will take the next procedural
step to advance the jobs and competi-
tiveness legislation so important to so
many of us in this Chamber.

Last summer, the Senate passed an
overwhelmingly bipartisan bill that
will bring manufacturing jobs back to
America, fix supply chains, fuel sci-
entific research, and ultimately lower
costs by a significant amount. The bi-
partisan bill will be great news for our
economy, our entrepreneurs, our
innovators, and especially families who
are feeling the sting because of the
chip shortage.

We all know the chip shortage is
hurting so many people. It is hurting
the auto industry that has had to tem-
porarily shut down factories. It has
hurt our tech industry, our healthcare
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industry, and so many others. So let’s
solve this quickly.

In order to go to conference, the Sen-
ate needs to amend the House-passed
COMPETES bill with the Senate-
passed U.S. Innovation and Competi-
tion Act and send it back to the House.
That is what we will aim to do next
week as quickly as we can.

Again, this jobs and supply chains
legislation will help lower costs. Let us
have bipartisan cooperation on this
bill. Now, despite cloture, it is far bet-
ter for Democrats and Republicans to
reach an agreement to vote on this bill
quickly, and we will keep working on
that over the next few days.

It is regrettable that a small band of
Republicans are determined to stand in
the way of quick action after all the
good work we have done in recent
weeks passing bipartisan legislation.
Let’s add to that tally by quickly pass-
ing this bill. Creating jobs, lowering
costs, and fixing supply chains
shouldn’t be partisan, and I hope to see
an agreement to expedite this process
soon. In the meantime, the process is
moving forward.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

——
AMERICA CREATING OPPORTUNI-
TIES FOR MANUFACTURING,

PRE-EMINENCE IN TECHNOLOGY,
AND ECONOMIC STRENGTH ACT
OF 2022—Motion to Proceed

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to Calendar No. 282,
H.R. 4521.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 282,
H.R. 4521, to provide for a coordinated Fed-
eral research initiative to ensure continued
United States leadership in engineering biol-
ogy.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send
a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 282, H.R.
4521, a bill to provide for a coordinated Fed-
eral research initiative to ensure continued
United States leadership in engineering biol-
ogy.
Charles E. Schumer, Patty Murray, Ben-

jamin L. Cardin, Tammy Duckworth,

Mark R. Warner, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,

Jack Reed, Tina Smith, Brian Schatz,

Christopher Murphy, Mazie K. Hirono,

Mark Kelly, Tammy Baldwin, Jacky
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