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understands the absolute chaos chang-
ing our clocks creates and for no good 
reason. There is enough going on as it 
is, and we can fix this one inconven-
ience and stress pretty easily. 

And if the House follows the lead of 
the U.S. Senate, we can make it so no 
one anywhere has to change their 
clocks by making daylight saving time 
permanent. 

I hope my colleagues in the House 
and everyone can understand that no 
one wants to see the Sun set at 4 
o’clock in the afternoon, which it cur-
rently does in the winter for those of 
us on the west coast. 

In just this Congress, we have passed 
major bipartisan bills to strengthen 
supply chains and promote American 
manufacturing and make a genera-
tional investment in our infrastruc-
ture. Let’s keep up that bipartisanship 
and make daylight saving time perma-
nent. 

Voters throughout the Pacific time 
zone have made clear they are ready 
for permanent daylight saving time. In 
California, Oregon, Idaho, and my 
home State of Washington, we have all 
passed laws to adopt permanent day-
light saving time as soon as Congress 
acts. So many other States are on the 
same page. These States need us to 
take action at the Federal level. 

This is a simple, commonsense meas-
ure that we can all take back to our 
constituents that does away with the 
completely unnecessary inconvenience 
in everyone’s lives. No more dark after-
noons in the winter. No more losing an 
hour of sleep every spring. We want 
more sunshine during our most produc-
tive waking hours. 

I have said it before, and I will say it 
again: Americans want more sunshine 
and less depression. People in this 
country all the way from Seattle to 
Miami want the Sunshine Protection 
Act. 

We got it passed here in the Senate. 
Now the clock is ticking to get the job 
done so we don’t have to switch our 
clocks again. 

So I urge my colleagues in the House 
to act swiftly, as we have done, to get 
this bill on President Biden’s desk and 
deliver sunshine to Americans across 
the country. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 

consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Rhode Island. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Let me make it 

clear to anybody who is watching that 
they just saw this measure pass. We 
have just passed the bill to end the re-
turn to daylight saving time—to make 
daylight saving time permanent. 

I yield the floor. 
With that, I suggest the absence of a 

quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-
dent, first of all, I would like to say 
thanks to my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle for getting out here today 
and starting down the road to making 
daylight saving time permanent. 

I cannot overstate how grateful I am 
that this bill passed this Chamber just 
a few minutes ago by unanimous con-
sent. It is especially timely given that 
we all had to change our clocks this 
past weekend, and we are now experi-
encing longer, sunnier days, but it 
would be better news if longer, sunnier 
days were a new norm and not a cause 
for a temporary, seasonal celebration, 
which is why I hope my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives pass this 
bill quickly. 

The practice of springing forward im-
pacts folks across the Nation and has 
far-reaching benefits beyond the obvi-
ous but enjoyable hour of daylight that 
brings happy, happy times to every-
body. 

Alabamians have made this clear. 
Since I joined Senator RUBIO in the ef-
fort to pass the Sunshine Protection 
Act, the phones in my office have been 
absolutely ringing off the hook in sup-
port of permanently adopting daylight 
saving time—from moms and dads who 
want more daylight time before put-
ting their kids to bed so dinnertime 
doesn’t feel like bedtime and from el-
derly people who want more Sun in the 
evenings in order to take a walk or 
enjoy working in their yards. For farm-
ers, who could use the extra daylight 
to work in the fields, it is a better busi-
ness model and adds to the bottom 
line. 

But it is not just people in the State 
of Alabama; Americans across the 
country want to make daylight saving 
time permanent. In fact, it is worth 
noting that this bill has bipartisan sup-
port, evidenced by the fact that it 
passed with no objection here in the 
Senate mere moments ago. It is no se-
cret how rare that is here in this 
Chamber. 

Locking the clock, or doing away 
with the twice-a-year time change, is a 
simple measure that would have far- 
reaching results. For example, from a 
health perspective, cases of SAD, or 
seasonal affective disorder, are much 
more common in the winter months 
than in the summer months. From an 
economic perspective, the time change 
costs the U.S. economy an estimated 
$430 million annually when accounting 
for lost productivity. It is simply com-
mon sense to update this outdated 
practice. 

Daylight saving time began as a tem-
porary measure during World War I to 
conserve energy, but in the last cen-

tury, our world has changed dramati-
cally. What might have made sense 
during 1918 does not make sense today. 
That is why Alabama, along with 17 
other State legislatures, has passed 
legislation or resolutions to flip the 
switch on this outdated practice and 
permanently increase our daylight 
hours, but these changes at the State 
level cannot take place until a Federal 
law is passed. We have taken the first 
step today in the Senate by passing 
this bill. Now it is on the House’s side. 

Again, my thanks to Senator RUBIO 
and my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle. I hope the House acts quickly so 
we can get this to the President’s desk 
and get the results that the American 
people want, and that is more sun-
shine. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

ENERGY 
Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 

come to the floor today to talk about 
American energy. 

Joe Biden is the President of high 
prices and of low approval ratings. Just 
yesterday, a gallon of gas sold for the 
highest price ever in the United States, 
and inflation is at a 40-year high. 

Now, the American people clearly un-
derstand that radical Democrat energy 
policies are the cause of these high 
prices—the prices that people are pay-
ing every time they go to the pump to 
fill up. 

On Thursday, the White House ad-
mitted, in terms of these high prices, 
that it is going to get worse. Of course, 
Democrats are trying to blame Vladi-
mir Putin for the high price at the 
pump. Well, to me, it is dishonest, and 
it is desperate. Vladimir Putin didn’t 
cause the inflation crisis that began in 
this country 12 months ago. 

Now, Vladimir Putin has cashed in 
on America’s inflation crisis. He has 
done it by selling more energy at high 
prices, and he has done it for more 
than a year. It has been his cash cow. 

America’s inflation crisis is specifi-
cally the result of Democrat spending 
and Democrat attacks on American en-
ergy. The two combined have added to 
the situation that we are in now, at-
tacking American energy and massive 
spending. 

Last March, Joe Biden signed the sin-
gle-most expensive spending bill in 
American history. Even his own ex-
perts warned him not to do it. 

Democrat economics expert Larry 
Summers, who had been Treasury Sec-
retary for President Clinton, warned 
that this is going to cause inflation. 
Last February, the former Obama and 
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Clinton adviser wrote in the Wash-
ington Post—this is from Larry Sum-
mers: 

There is a chance that . . . stimulus on a 
scale closer to World War II levels . . . will 
set off inflationary pressures. 

He said: 
Inflationary pressures of a kind [that] we 

have not seen in a generation. 

He is exactly right. That is what has 
happened. That is why we are at a 40- 
year high of inflation, and that is a 
generation. 

Obama adviser Jason Furman said 
the same thing. He said that bill was 
‘‘definitely too big.’’ He said: ‘‘I don’t 
know any economist’’—‘‘any,’’ he 
said—‘‘who was recommending some-
thing the size of what’’ President Biden 
was doing. 

Yet Joe Biden proved to be hard of 
hearing, refused to listen to what they 
had to say, signed the bill anyway, put 
$2 trillion on our Nation’s credit card, 
and he flooded the country with gov-
ernment cash. Ever since then, this 
country has been in an inflation up-
ward spiral. 

At the same time, Joe Biden also had 
a stranglehold over American energy 
supply. He announced it during the 
campaign and enforced it the day he 
took office. 

Energy is called the master resource 
for a reason. It powers our economy. It 
powers our military. It powers our Na-
tion. It is critically important. When 
the price of energy goes up, so does the 
price of everything else. 

Starting on his first day in office, 
Joe Biden has waged an all-out war on 
American energy. He shut down the 
Keystone XL Pipeline, and he bragged 
about it—no hiding from this one. He 
shut down oil and gas leases on Federal 
lands. He bragged about that as well. 
He shut down exploration for energy in 
the Arctic. 

It was always interesting to see the 
senior Senator from Alaska, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, come to the floor and say over 
the last year that we are using more 
energy from Vladimir Putin’s Russia 
than we are from Alaska, her home 
State, in terms of oil. 

Those are because of Joe Biden’s poli-
cies. 

Now his lackeys at the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission are mak-
ing it almost impossible to build gas 
pipelines, to move gas from where it is 
explored to where it is needed. As a re-
sult, we are today actually producing a 
lot less energy than we were prior to 
the pandemic. 

I heard the White House spokes-
person. She talked about the fact that 
we are at record-high levels. We are 
not. We are at about 1.3 million barrels 
of oil a day—fewer now being produced 
in the United States than we were 
prior to the pandemic. Prior to the 
pandemic, we were No. 1 in production 
in the world. Now we are No. 3, behind 
Saudi Arabia and behind Russia. 

What does lower supply of American 
energy mean? Well, in supply and de-
mand, lower supply means higher 
prices. 

When Joe Biden took office, a gallon 
of gas was at $2.38. It went up every 
month. Twelve of the last 13 months, 
the price of gas kept going up at the 
pump. Twelve of the 13 months that 
Joe Biden has been in the White House, 
the price of gas went up. 

Meanwhile, Vladimir Putin was 
laughing all the way to the bank. 

Joe Biden must be patting himself on 
the back right now about banning Rus-
sian oil, something that took him 
kicking and screaming to do after bi-
partisan Members of the House and the 
Senate came together and said: You 
have got to stop doing this. 

It took him a couple of extra weeks 
to come to the realization that this 
body and the House, in a bipartisan 
way, were opposed to the delays—the 
ongoing delays—of this administration. 

Now Joe Biden has his latest excuse 
for inflation. He said it is Vladimir 
Putin. The American people aren’t 
buying it. In record numbers, they are 
not buying what the President is try-
ing to sell. 

The American people haven’t forgot-
ten the past year. It has been a year of 
high prices. It has been a year of mis-
ery and pain for families all across the 
country. 

For Joe Biden, it has been a year of 
excuses. The excuses keep changing, 
but they are ongoing. 

First, he said that inflation was tran-
sitory. He said it month after month 
after month after month. 

And, then, remember when he said 
inflation was a good thing? Then, of 
course, he blamed corporate greed—al-
ways looking for somebody else to 
blame, always trying to pass the buck. 
Now he says inflation, which has been 
crushing American families, was be-
cause of Vladimir Putin, just 3 weeks 
ago. 

Mr. President, people have been suf-
fering under inflation, and their wages 
haven’t been keeping up with the rising 
prices in this country for well over a 
year, since you took office. People rec-
ognize that. They remember the pain 
and the suffering in trying to go 
through Christmas, trying to decide 
whether they could afford gifts for the 
family; families who had to decide, liv-
ing on a fixed income, if they could af-
ford to eat or to heat their homes. 
That was all before Putin, and they 
haven’t forgotten, Mr. President. Even 
though you may not think they re-
member, they do. 

It is now 8 months until there are 
elections, and I know we are going to 
hear a lot more excuses from the 
Democrats in Washington between now 
and November 8. I expect the excuses 
are going to change a couple more 
times. None of the excuses are going to 
be believable. So they will keep trying 
to come up with another one. 

Inflation sure wasn’t transitory, not 
for a full year, not to a point where we 
are now at a 40-year high for inflation. 

How about that idea when the Presi-
dent said inflation was a good thing? 
Actually, we heard it from the White 

House Press Secretary. We heard it 
from the White House Chief of Staff. 
They said inflation is a sign of high de-
mand. 

If our economy is doing so well, why 
don’t the American people believe it? 
What kind of fantasyland is the Presi-
dent living in? 

According to the Washington Post, 
Joe Biden’s approval rating on the 
economy—how well he is doing in the 
economy—out of 100 points, he is at 37 
percent approval. These are record-low 
numbers. 

So Democrats can use their argu-
ments all that they want. I think it 
just makes Americans want to reject 
anything the Democrats are trying to 
sell. 

If Democrats are right about cor-
porate greed, then, why have Demo-
crats done nothing about it? They have 
run Washington for the past full year 
plus a couple of months. Democrats 
have had the time to introduce plenty 
of bills: bills to raise taxes, bills to 
take over elections, bills to pack the 
Supreme Court from 9 up to 13 mem-
bers, bills to make Washington, DC, a 
State. What can they point to as an ac-
complishment to actually address and 
lower inflation? That is what the 
American people want. 

Just this past weekend, studies are 
out. What is the No. 1 concern of the 
American people? It is inflation. What 
are Democrats doing about it? Nothing. 
They are making it worse. 

So we are living in this world where 
Democrats and the White House con-
tinue to spin one story after another, 
and Democrat spokesmen for the party 
continue to try to convince the Amer-
ican people: Don’t believe your own 
two eyes; believe them. The American 
people are smarter than that. 

Russia invaded Ukraine on February 
24, 2022. It is about a year after the in-
flation crisis began. It is a great 
human tragedy, and it is heart-
breaking. 

Tomorrow, Members of this body will 
be having a video address by President 
Zelenskyy, the President of Ukraine, a 
heroic and courageous individual who 
is leading his nation with stubborn 
courage, historic patriotism, fighting 
for freedom. To try to tie this to the 
inflation that the American people 
have been suffering through for the 
last year is just wrong. 

And 2021 was the worst inflation in 40 
years, long before Putin invaded 
Ukraine. By the time Putin invaded 
Ukraine, gas prices were up in the 
United States more than $1 a gallon, 
and America was more addicted to Rus-
sian oil because that is what Joe Biden 
wanted. He wanted us to need more 
Russian oil. But that didn’t stop Joe 
Biden from trying to blame the whole 
thing on Putin. 

Former adviser Steve Rattner put it 
this way: 

This is [Joe] Biden’s inflation and he needs 
to own it. 

Over the weekend, Larry Summers 
said this: 
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The president was wrong— 

He is talking about Joe Biden. 
He said: 
The president was wrong to blame this 

month’s [inflation] number on [the war in] 
Ukraine. 

Larry Summers went on to say: 
[Everyone] had been expecting, from the 

time before Putin launched the invasion, 
that inflation was going to accelerate. 

He went on to say: 
This is a consequence, fundamentally, of 

an overheated economy. 

He said: 
And we are not going to have a full solu-

tion until we do something about that over-
heated economy. 

A full year has passed—one year in 
office, a 40-year high of inflation, and a 
year full of excuses by a President 
whose excuses do not add up. What 
adds up is the fundamental fact that 
American families spent $1,000 more on 
energy during Joe Biden’s first year as 
President than they did the previous 
year. And it is going to be worse this 
year. 

The time for excuses is over. There is 
no excuse for restricting American en-
ergy production. Democratic Senators 
spent 10 months denying that there 
even was inflation and doing nothing 
about it. Yet now some Democrats in 
this body are talking about making it 
even worse. They have introduced mul-
tiple bills to raise taxes. Astonishingly, 
one of the bills they have introduced is 
to raise taxes on American energy. 

They already tried that last year 
with their reckless tax-and-spending 
spree. Now, it seems like some of them 
want to do it again. If we put more 
taxes on American energy, what is that 
going to do? It is going to raise the 
price even higher. Higher costs on pro-
ducers are going to become higher 
costs on the customers. 

People don’t want us to raise costs; 
they want us to reduce costs. That is 
what they are complaining about. That 
is what we have gotten as a result of 
the Biden policies. We need to break 
this choke hold that the Democrats 
and the Biden administration have on 
American energy. 

So how do we do that? Well, 2 weeks 
ago, I led a letter with every Repub-
lican on the Senate Energy Committee, 
and we sent it to President Biden on 
the morning after the State of the 
Union Address. We gave him a list of 10 
specific actions that he could take 
today to produce more American en-
ergy and bring down the costs for 
American families. 

Step one would be to end his Execu-
tive order on oil and gas leases on Fed-
eral lands. Half of my home State of 
Wyoming is Federal lands. There is an 
abundance of energy there. The Amer-
ican people need it. It will help reduce 
costs for families. It will actually bring 
tax revenue into the government, both 
the State as well as the Federal Gov-
ernment. Yet Joe Biden is not inter-
ested. 

Joe Biden’s Executive order has no 
basis in science, no basis in law. It 

needs to be rescinded today. The fact 
that some people have leases to explore 
for energy—a small number—is no ex-
cuse for the President’s actions. Over 
4,000 leases are awaiting permission to 
drill right now. They have a lease, but 
they are tied up in redtape and cannot 
get permission to drill from the gov-
ernment. So even if you have a lease, 
you need to then get permission from 
the government to use the lease. They 
ought to approve those leases today. 

But we need to go further. We need a 
long-term commitment from the Gov-
ernment of the United States to 
produce American energy to help 
American families. Leases take years 
to explore and to develop. We need a 
commitment that is going to last long 
term. No one is going to make those 
kinds of investments if they think Joe 
Biden is going to shut them down again 
the next day. 

Now, American energy companies 
have a lot of good reasons not to trust 
Joe Biden, not to trust those whom he 
has—the anointed ones whom he has 
appointed to high positions in the gov-
ernment. 

If you just take a look at Joe Biden’s 
nominees, they are a murderer’s row of 
climate elitists and climate alarmists, 
and those are the ones that call the 
tune for this President. 

If you took a year of Joe Biden’s en-
ergy policies and take a look at what 
has happened over the past year that 
got us here today and you explain that 
to the American public and you say: 
What do you think about this? as they 
are filling up their tank, two-thirds of 
them would say: Under these Biden 
policies—two-thirds would say—the 
country is heading in the wrong direc-
tion. 

That may be every Republican. It is 
also a lot of Independents, and it is 
also some Democrats as well who have 
buyer’s remorse at what they have got-
ten from this President. It is going to 
take time to repair the damage. We 
need to start today. The time for ex-
cuses and blame from this administra-
tion needs to be over. The American 
public is demanding American energy, 
and we need it now. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 

I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

IDITAROD 
Ms. MURKOWSKI. Madam President, 

I am here on the floor today to make 
what I consider to be a supercool an-
nouncement. I think my colleagues 
know well that I am a fan of the ‘‘Last 
Great Race,’’ the Iditarod. I am shame-
less in my promotion of not only the 
exceptional athleticism of the mushers 
themselves but the canine athletes. 

I say to the Presiding Officer—and as 
an athlete yourself—I think you can 

appreciate the endurance training that 
it takes to be a qualified and truly an 
exceptional athlete, and today we are 
able to celebrate an extraordinary 
musher and an extraordinary team. 

It was just a little over a week ago, 
last Sunday morning—well, actually it 
was Saturday—that I was in Anchorage 
for the ceremonial start of the 
Iditarod. It takes place downtown in 
Anchorage. We have to truck snow in. 
We close off all the downtown streets. 
Not too many cities actually bring the 
snow in, but we brought the snow in, 
dumped it around the streets, and 
closed the streets. 

Mushers come to town from all over 
the State, 49 mushers this year. They 
bring their sled dogs in. 

Along the sides of the chutes are 
thousands of Alaskans and thousands 
of visitors. The people come from 
around the country and around the 
world to launch these extraordinary 
teams down the street. Everybody is 
all bundled up. 

It was one of those days that was just 
picture perfect for the start of an 
Iditarod. There were big, huge snow-
flakes coming down, making every-
thing white. 

The dogs were jumping in their 
traces, just straight up, just bouncing 
up with excitement, and the yipping 
and the howling was just—it was ex-
citement that was contagious. And to 
be out there in the chutes, wishing the 
racers luck, cheering them on before 
they embark on their 1,000-mile jour-
ney to the north, it is an experience 
that I would encourage for anyone, 
whether you are a canine lover or not— 
those of you who understand the value 
of working dogs and what they mean, 
and how they love to do what they do. 

The Iditarod is an experience like 
none other. This was the 50th anniver-
sary. For 50 years now, the Iditarod has 
been going from South Central in the 
Willow area all the way up to Nome. 
Again, 49 teams entered. 

These mushers faced some pretty 
challenging conditions. You are going 
over terrain that is mountain range 
and down into gorges. You are on flat 
glare ice going across Norton Sound, 
howling winds, driving snow. It is a 
mental task. It is a physical task and, 
truly, one of endurance. 

Keep in mind that most are thinking: 
Wait. This is Alaska in the wintertime. 
It is cold. 

But, in fairness, the teams actually 
prefer to be running at night, when the 
temperatures are cool. So they are run-
ning truly based on the dogs’ schedule, 
the endurance, but not necessarily in 
the tamest of conditions. 

This is not only a race where we cele-
brate the musher and their team, but 
we also celebrate the volunteer spirit 
that comes with this. This is an ex-
traordinary race of over 1,000 miles 
going through some of the most ex-
treme wilderness that you will encoun-
ter. 

Then, occasionally, along the way, 
there are small villages that are used 
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