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to secure alternative sources for more
solar panels. Instead, they are worried
about access to oil, coal, natural gas,
and nuclear. That is because wind and
solar aren’t able to meet their energy
demands.

And, sadly, with the energy decisions
the Biden administration has made,
American fuel won’t be there to meet
their needs either. We just don’t have
the physical infrastructure in place to
export. We are producing more than we
ever have—even in this regulatory pur-
gatory—but that just underscores how
much more we could be doing if the
Biden administration’s redtape and
policies were not in place.

Right now, the world is begging for
American leadership; Ukraine is beg-
ging for American leadership; Europe is
begging for American leadership, and
that includes energy leadership.

Putin is emboldened every day that
the Biden administration flails on this
issue.

The humanitarian crisis in Ukraine
is completely heartbreaking. Accord-
ing to the United Nations, as I stated,
more than 2 million people have been
forced to leave their homeland. Tens of
thousands of Ukrainians still in
Ukraine are without food, water, or
power. We have seen the haunting im-
ages of the bombings of schools, apart-
ments, and hospitals, including, sadly
and just horrifyingly, a maternity hos-
pital just yesterday. Civilians are being
targeted. Children are being orphaned.
It is an absolute atrocity.

We cannot leave Ukrainian patriots
and our European allies at the mercy
of Moscow. We must address the poor
energy policy decisions of the Biden
administration in order to unleash full
American energy production, support
our allies in Europe, and stop funding
Putin’s war against Ukrainians.

We should be acting quickly. The se-
curity of the free world depends on
this.

And I thank you for that.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

————
UKRAINE

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, for
weeks, the United States and the world
have witnessed the horrors that are un-
folding in Ukraine, the result of Rus-
sia’s unprovoked and unjust attacks on
a sovereign nation and its people. Inno-
cent men, women, and children have
lost their lives. Homes have been de-
stroyed, neighborhoods and businesses
obliterated. Families and communities
have been torn apart, some never to be
reunited again.

Let’s be clear: The blame for this
chaos and devastation falls directly on
the shoulders of one tyrant—one ty-
rant—Vladimir Putin. And no amount
of hollow justifications, false equivo-
cations, false flag operations, or out-
right propaganda will change that.

Putin, you are responsible. Putin,
you will not prevail. Justice is com-
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ing—coming for you and coming for
your cronies.

And as appalling as the stories and
videos of Russia’s brutality have been,
we have also seen incredible acts of
heroism, kindness, and patriotism from
Ukrainian leaders, the military, and,
well, everyday citizens. The people of
Ukraine have inspired the entire world
with their resilience, with their cour-
age, and with their determination to
live in a free and democratic country.

This past week, I joined my col-
leagues in a call with President
Zelenskyy, and I will say now what we
said to him then. We are with you. And
the people from Nevada, we are with
you too.

From north to south, Nevadans have
come together to voice their support
for the Ukrainian people and their op-
position to Russia’s aggression and
brutality. Nevadans agree that we
can’t sit idly by as Putin continues to
terrorize—terrorize—the Ukrainian
people. The horrific images that the
world has seen, they require action.
They require action. We cannot sit idly
by and do nothing.

Here in Congress, we are working to
give Ukraine more security assistance
and to hold Putin accountable by crip-
pling Russia’s economy. And I call on
every Senator in this body to vote yes
on the omnibus package, which in-
cludes mnearly $14 Dbillion to aid
Ukraine’s fight against Putin’s forces
and to support the Ukrainian people.
This bipartisan legislation builds on
the work that Congress and the admin-
istration have been doing over the past
several weeks to confront Vladimir
Putin head-on.

I applaud the Biden administration
for so forcefully bringing together an
international coalition of partners, a
coalition that stands behind Ukraine’s
cause: the cause for freedom. But we
must do more. We must do more to
support Ukraine, to devastate Russia’s
economy, and to stop Putin’s violent
attacks.

President Zelenskyy made it clear in
our call just this past weekend that
Ukraine urgently needs fighter jets to
defend itself. Let’s heed his call and
work closely together with our Euro-
pean partners that have these jets to
provide Ukraine with the aircraft they
desperately need and to find ways to
compensate or backfill our allies’ sup-
plies.

We also must continue to strengthen
the security of our NATO allies and
demonstrate that the transatlantic
community remains united. And we
must do more to bring Putin’s war to
an end and make Putin himself feel the
full consequences of his horrible ac-
tions. That means hitting Russia’s
economy where they will feel it most:
energy.

Just this week, I cosponsored bipar-
tisan legislation that would end all
Russian energy imports to the United
States. I am glad to see the Biden ad-
ministration responded to this call and
that the United States is now ending
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all Russian energy imports, which are
funding Putin’s cruel, cruel, cruel, and
unprovoked war. I am heartened to see
the United Kingdom follow suit, and I
call on all of our allies to do the same.

Another area where we can put pres-
sure on Russia is through trade. As
chair of the Commerce subcommittee
that oversees trade policy, I strongly
support legislation to strip Russia’s
most favored nation status at the
World Trade Organization. And I am
committed to pursuing additional ac-
tions that would severely weaken Rus-
sia’s economy and drain Putin’s war
fund.

And our efforts are not only about
defending Ukraine and stopping Russia,
though stop them we must. This is
about defending democracy and the
fundamental right of a nation and its
people to choose their own destiny—
the fundamental right of a nation and
its people to choose its own destiny.

America must make it clear that we
will not stand idly by when an auto-
cratic bully decides to invade another
nation without provocation and with-
out justification. The United States
and our allies must leave no stone
unturned to ensure that Vladimir
Putin pays a steep price for his aggres-
sion against the people of Ukraine.

We—we—must continue to serve as a
shield and a beacon for democracy and
freedom for those in need. On behalf of
the Battle Born State of Nevada, I
stand with Ukraine and will continue
fighting to make sure the United
States stands proud and strong as a
beacon of peace and security.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

——

INFLATION

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to talk about
inflation. And one thing is sure, Joe
Biden is the President of high prices.

New numbers are out today. This
morning, we found that inflation re-
mains the worst it has been in 40
years—40 years. Now, we knew that to-
day’s inflation numbers were going to
be bad for Americans and bad for the
administration, but the numbers today
are worse than people thought.

Prices rose nearly 8 percent in just
the last year. That means we are now
seeing more inflation in the last 13
months under President Joe Biden
than we did in the previous 4 years.
And families are suffering. Prices are
going up, but wages are not keeping up.
Last week, we found out that wages, in
terms of an escalation, had slowed
down a bit, which means that people
are falling further and further behind.
Wages just cannot keep up with the
prices that continue to go up. Month
after month after month, the American
people have found themselves falling
further and further and further behind.

I remember when Joe Biden told all
of us that inflation would be ‘‘transi-
tory.” He kind of laughed about it. He
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said it over and over again. And then,
in December, he said inflation had
“‘peaked.” Mr. President, inflation had
not peaked. Joe Biden, once again,
dead wrong.

Now, the American people are re-
minded about this every time they go
to the gas station, every time they go
to the grocery store, every time they
go out to purchase goods.

So why is this happening? What has
happened to America under Joe Biden
and the mismanagement of this Demo-
cratic administration that has the
House, the Senate, and the White
House?

Well, there are two main things. One
is Democrats’ spending, excessive
spending. The other, of course: Demo-
crats’ restrictions on American energy.

One year ago, Joe Biden signed the
largest spending bill in American his-
tory. Democrats put $2 trillion on
America’s credit card. They flooded the
country with government cash, and
prices went up. And ever since that
day, prices have been going up faster
than wages. There is still no end in
sight. The painful truth of all of this is
energy prices, food prices all across the
country are going to continue to go up
thanks to the mismanagement of Joe
Biden and this administration.

Today, a gallon of gas in the United
States is the highest it has ever been—
ever. When Joe Biden took office, the
average price of gasoline in America
was $2.38 a gallon; and today, it is
about $2 a gallon more than it was
then. Coming from my home State of
Wyoming, where people drive more
miles per capita than any other State
in the country, people in my State are
really feeling the pain of the mis-
management by Joe Biden and the
Democrats.

If we think it is bad in Wyoming,
let’s go to the liberal paradise of Cali-
fornia. I don’t know what it is in the
Presiding Officer’s home State of Ha-
waii, but in California, it is $5.60 a gal-
lon. Summer is coming, and people are
expecting the prices to get even higher.

So what is Joe Biden’s answer to
this? He is blaming everything on
Vladimir Putin—everything. It is a
convenient excuse. It is just wrong. By
the time that Vladimir Putin started
to encircle Ukraine and then actually
invaded Ukraine, inflation had been
roaring here at home for over 10
months. Gas prices were already way
up, $1.25 a gallon higher than they were
on the day Joe Biden took office. So
Biden’s numbers just don’t add up.

Russian oil amounts to about 3 per-
cent of our energy use in the United
States. Gas prices haven’t just gone up
by 3 percent. No, no. They have nearly
doubled during Joe Biden’s Presidency.

The real reason that prices are up so
much for energy is Joe Biden has re-
stricted our use of American energy. If
you listen to his—go back to the tapes
on the debate stage when he was run-
ning for President. He said he is going
to keep it in the ground, no oil and gas
or exploration or coal on public lands—
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none, zero. The White House Press Sec-
retary the other day said, Oh, we are at
record high production.

We are not. Mistake. Absolutely
wrong. She should be fact-checked. We
are over a million barrels a day fewer
U.S. barrels of oil produced today than
we were during the height of our pro-
duction before the pandemic—actually,
1.4 million barrels a day fewer barrels
today than we were at the height of our
production before the pandemic.

Well, when supply goes down as a re-
sult of the mismanagement and the de-
cisions made by this Biden administra-
tion and the refusal to allow for per-
mits to explore for energy, prices go
up; and they have. When the price of
energy goes up, the prices of every-
thing go up as well.

What are the Democrats proposing
about high prices for energy? Well, the
answer for Democrats seems to be any-
thing except more American energy.
Democrats have essentially floated
three proposals: One is defund our
roads and bridges; the second is buy
more energy from our enemies, people
that chant ‘“‘Death to America’; or
keep prices high. Those are the options
we hear from the Democrats.

We see some frightened Democrats
worried about reelection talking about
suspending the gas tax and then bring-
ing it back right after election day.
Well, the gas tax is what pays for the
roads and the bridges, the highways of
our Nation, but bring it back right
after the election. Well, does that
mean we are going to need less energy
after election day; so it is OK to raise
prices after the election? Of course not.

Even former Clinton and Obama eco-
nomic adviser Larry Summers calls
this proposal being introduced in this
body by Members of the Democratic
side of the aisle—he called it ‘‘short-
sighted, ineffective, gimmicky, and
goofy.” That is Larry Summers from
both the Obama as well as the Clinton
administration.

If we completely repeal the gas tax,
gas prices would still be $1.75 more a
gallon than they were the day Joe
Biden took office. So another option
the Democrats are floating is, ‘‘Hey,
let’s buy more energy from our
enemy.” Wouldn’t that be a great idea,
says the President? So officials from
the Biden administration have gone
hat in hand to Venezuela last weekend
as well as to Iran. Venezuela is one of
the closest allies to Vladimir Putin. I
understand the current man in power
in Venezuela actually called to con-
gratulate Vladimir Putin for what he is
doing in Ukraine—so is Iran, in terms
of the world’s No. 1 sponsor of ter-
rorism. That is who Joe Biden has cho-
sen to talk to—Iran and Venezuela—
rather than United States energy pro-
ducers.

Do we want to pay our worst enemies
over $100 a barrel for each barrel of oil
they will sell to us? Do we want to send
billions and billions of dollars of hard-
earned taxpayer dollars in this country
to those who hate us and burn Amer-
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ican flags and chant ‘‘Death to Amer-
ica,” or do we want to create jobs here
at home, produce more American en-
ergy? The answer is obvious to most
American people. It may not be obvi-
ous to the man in the White House or
his administration or those around
him, but Joe Biden would rather have
an enormous transfer of wealth to our
enemies than tell the climate elitists
who he dances to the tune of that we
are going to produce energy at home.

Finally, some Democrats are just
proposing: Let’s Kkeep energy bprices
high. The Secretary of Transportation
says: Just buy an electric vehicle; that
will solve all our problems. He said,
You won’t have to worry about gas
prices no matter how high they go. It
is OK if they go high as long as you buy
an electric vehicle.

Talk about being out of touch. The
average electric vehicle costs over
$565,000. Families who are struggling in
this Biden economy, they can’t afford
to spend $55,000. We have many, many
Americans living paycheck to pay-
check, falling further and further be-
hind.

And the Secretary of Transportation
says: Hey, just go find $55,000, buy an
electric vehicle, and you can plug it in.
Where do you think the electricity
comes from? It doesn’t come from the
wall. Talk about an administration
being out of touch. That is what we are
dealing with in this country today.
Two-thirds of Americans say they are
living paycheck to paycheck.

This morning, we had a hearing in
the Energy Committee that said, What
about everybody trying to buy an elec-
tric vehicle; can we do it?

What do we hear? You have to buy a
lot of things from China or Russia just
to get the rare Earth minerals that are
needed to build the batteries for the
electric cars. What does Elon Musk,
Mr. Tesla, say? He says, Produce more
American energy.

It is time for the President of the
United States to wake up. It is really
not an option for everybody to get an
electric vehicle. Even if everybody had
the money, there are not enough elec-
tric vehicles to be had anywhere in the
near—not just the near future—the
foreseeable future and beyond that.

Another option is not to send billions
of dollars to our enemies. After all, as
a State Department official from this
administration told us in the Foreign
Relations Committee as Putin was
building up—before the invasion, but
building up the army around Ukraine—
said that Putin’s energy was the cash
cow that was paying for his military
aggression.

The American people deserve better
solutions, rational solutions, solutions
that they understand. And they under-
stand American energy.

Just yesterday, Joe Biden said: I
can’t do much right now to bring down
prices.

It is not true. Last week, the morn-
ing after the State of the Union ad-
dress, I, along with every Republican
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on the Senate Energy Committee—
every Republican signed the letter,
sent it to Joe Biden, offered 10 points
he could do and do now to make a dif-
ference for American energy produc-
tion to help the American economy, to
help with jobs, to help with energy pro-
duction, and to help bring down the
cost of energy.

We know what we need to do. To
bring down inflation, we need to stop
the reckless spending here in Wash-
ington, DC. Of course, that is gone now.
The Democrats, on a single party-line
vote—no Republican voted for it—did
that last year to spark inflation and
then all the rules and regulations and
limitations on Americans’ use of en-
ergy has added to and contributed to,
today, a 40-year high of inflation.

Above all, we need to unleash Amer-
ican energy. We need to use American
energy. More American energy will
bring down the prices. We have it.
When the Secretary of the Interior
makes a statement that she wants us
to keep all the oil and gas in the
ground, that is a statement about this
administration’s lack of commitment
to use American energy.

We have the opportunity in America
to do it right. For more than a year
now, the American people have been
paying and paying and paying for the
Democrats’ anti-American energy poli-
cies, and they are sick and tired of it.
You turn on the TV, and you see what
is happening out there in the world. In
Ukraine, people are getting Kkilled by
Vladimir Putin—a maternity ward and
a hospital bombed, people killed. And
what did former Secretary of State,
John Kerry, the Democrats’ climate
envoy say in an interview to the BBC
as the Russian troops encircled
Ukraine? He said: I hope it doesn’t dis-
tract from our climate agenda. That is
obscene, and it is absurd.

The American people realize how ab-
solutely ridiculous the position and
how untenable the position of this ad-
ministration is when you have the No.
1 climate spokesman for the adminis-
tration, a former Secretary of State,
somebody who was a Member of this
body for years, close colleague and
friend of the President of the United
States—it is time for Joe Biden to
stand up to John Kerry and to stand up
to the climate elitists who say: Oh, no,
no American energy because we are so
pure.

The American people know what is
important to them and their lives. We
all want to make energy as clean as we
can, as fast as we can, without raising
costs on American families. The ad-
ministration seems to be happy to see
the prices go up on American families
at a time when their wages are not
keeping up with their expenses. It is
long past time that we produce Amer-
ican energy and do it right here. We
have the resources. We have the know-
how. We have the workers. We are only
missing one thing, and that is com-
petent leadership in the White House
and in the Democrats in this body on
Capitol Hill.
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I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

————
ENERGY

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I was
at the State of the Union Address, as
was the Chair and most of the folks in
this room.

In the State of the Union Address,
the President made a very strong
statement. I was pleased to be able to
hear him say—he made this statement:
We will buy American to make sure ev-
erything—everything—from the deck
of an aircraft carrier to the steel on
the highway guardrails is made in
America from beginning to end. All of
it. All of it.

Great. What he left out is what we
have marked as little asterisks here on
the ‘“‘everything,” ¢all of it,” ‘‘all of
it,” it seems to be, except oil and gas.

0Oil and gas is one of those things
that is essential for us. It is not just
transportation. It is not just elec-
tricity. The carpet I am standing on
has petroleum products in it. The fin-
ish on this desk has petroleum prod-
ucts in it. The suit that people are
wearing often will have some petro-
leum products in it—maybe the but-
tons on the jacket, paint on the walls.
There are petroleum products all over
this room, and it is needed for all kinds
of things.

Our economy is connected to petro-
leum. That doesn’t mean we can’t do it
cleaner. That doesn’t mean we can’t do
it better. But it is interesting to me to
be able to note that when we talk
about “Buy American” and ‘‘Doing
American,” now, when there is the con-
versation and now decision finally from
the Biden administration that we are
going to cut off Russian oil and gas
coming into the United States—good—
that it immediately turns to let’s get
it from Venezuela or from Iran or find
some other source.

We are all saying: Time out. There is
this country called the United States.
We also produce oil and gas, and we
should be focused on what does it take
to be able to do it more here so that we
are not dependent on any country, es-
pecially a country that is run by an
autocratic dictator.

I wish this was the only statement
that I would challenge him on, but I
was quite shocked that President
Biden’s envoy for climate, John Kerry,
as the Russians were invading Ukraine,
made this statement:

I hope [that] President Putin will help us
to stay on track with respect to what we
need to do for the climate.

And then he said that a Russian war
could cause ‘‘massive emission con-
sequences.”’

Wow. The focus seemed to be on
emissions consequences of a war, rath-
er than the people of Ukraine. And the
focus seemed to be on, ‘I hope Presi-
dent Putin will stay on track with re-
spect to climate change,” rather than
stop.
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Listen, when I just talk to normal
folks on the street in Oklahoma, they
are frustrated by the price of gas. No
matter how small their car is or how
big their truck is, they are ticked at
the high price of gasoline. They have
been upset for a while. It is not just
based on Ukraine. The price of gasoline
just in the past 13 months has gone up
over $1 a gallon. That wasn’t because of
Russia and Ukraine. That was directly
because of policies that are of the
Biden administration.

And now, it is accelerating even
more. We need to find a way to be able
to create greater energy security for
the United States of America, and that
does involve actually producing more
oil and gas.

I would say that the Biden adminis-
tration and I disagree on this, but the
little-known fact is we don’t disagree
on this. I do agree with the Biden ad-
ministration because if you look at the
Biden administration’s official num-
bers that they actually put out from
the energy information, when they put
out their official numbers and they
have to estimate how much oil and gas
we will use globally, the official esti-
mate from the Biden administration is,
between now and 2050, we will continue
to need progressively more and more
natural gas and petroleum products—
by the way, also more coal in their es-
timates as well. Where we are different
from the Biden administration is they
do acknowledge, privately, the facts
and lay the data out and say we are
going to need more oil and gas and
more coal, not less, to provide the
basic energy needs of the world.

Where 1 disagree with them is how
they are trying to be able to push the
world into other energy solutions by
raising the price of oil and gas, which
directly punishes consumers, and to be
able to meet American climate goals,
saying, if we are going to meet our
American climate goals, we need to
push production out to other countries
and have them produce the oil and gas
and send it to us so that we can show
a good score for our climate while we
still actually need to be able to pur-
chase that oil from someone else.

Let’s admit the obvious. We need all
kinds of energy, and in the next 30
years, according to even the Biden ad-
ministration, we are going to need more
gas, natural gas, more petroleum, more
oil, and more coal worldwide.

We are also going to need all kinds of
other forms of energy. Unlike others, I
am not opposed to every type of en-
ergy. Let’s also make it as clean as we
possibly can. We need to have all forms
of energy out there, but we also need to
admit the basic facts. We need oil and
gas production.

And that doesn’t mean we go get it
from Venezuela. Venezuela is a ruth-
less human rights violator. The leader-
ship of Venezuela tortures his own peo-
ple. We need to not go run to Venezuela
to be able to get additional oil.

We certainly don’t need to go run to
Iran. No, I don’t know that this admin-
istration is running to Iran, but there
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