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Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate Orange County Fire
Authority Chief Brian Fennessy for re-
ceiving the 2022 California Fire Chief of
the Year award.

As California continues to see wors-
ening fire seasons, Orange County fam-
ilies are fortunate to have a leader like
Chief Fennessy, who is dedicated to
making our communities safer.

Since joining the Orange County Fire
Authority in 2018, Chief Fennessy has
placed a strong focus on community
outreach, fire mitigation, and disaster
preparedness. He has also equipped his
firefighters with the tools and training
that they need to be safe and to keep
us safe.

I was honored to have Chief Fennessy
join me for a townhall where we dis-
cussed disaster preparedness measures
and ways to stay safe from wildfires.

I congratulate Chief Fennessy on this
well-deserved recognition and look for-
ward to continuing to work with him
and the wonderful Orange County Fire
Authority team.

————

RECOGNIZING DEVARJAYE “DJ”
DANIEL

(Mr. NEHLS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NEHLS. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to recognize a young man from
Houston, Texas, who, as long as he can
remember, wanted to be a police offi-
cer.

DJ Daniel was diagnosed with ter-
minal brain cancer and spine cancer
when he was just 8 years old and has
undergone 11 brain surgeries. He has
spent half of his life battling cancer.

I cannot think of a braver young man
than DJ. Given 5 months to live, he
made it his mission to be sworn in by
100 law enforcement agencies. Here it
is, 3 years later, and he has been sworn
in by 743 police departments across the
country.

DJ has made a tremendous impact on
many across the Nation and is a shin-
ing example of what makes Texas so
great.

Anyone who has followed DJ’s story
will be the first to say how he embodies
the qualities we look for in law en-
forcement. Strength, courage, resil-
ience, and selflessness are all traits I
have heard describing DJ.

May God bless him and his family.

———

FINALIZING FISCAL YEAR 2023
APPROPRIATIONS

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to encourage all of my col-
leagues to continue the work with all
urgency to finalize the pending fiscal
year 2023 appropriations measures.

Notably, for Indiana’s First Congres-
sional District, I would highlight the
vital importance of the community-
funded projects included in these meas-
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ures that will grow the northwest econ-
omy. For example, I am grateful for
the inclusion of specific funds that will
support economic development at the
Michigan City Harbor, construction for
improvements to Central Avenue in
Portage, and the expansion of cargo op-
erations at the Gary/Chicago Inter-
national Airport.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
continue to prioritize completing this
necessary work so that we can support
economic growth and job creation in
northwest Indiana and communities
throughout our Nation.

————
SBA CYBER AWARENESS ACT

(Mrs. KIM of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker,
I rise to strongly support H.R. 3462, the
SBA Cyber Awareness Act, which I in-
troduced with Representative JASON
CrROW to improve cybersecurity and
transparency at the Small Business
Administration.

The SBA provided a record number of
services during the COVID-19 pandemic
to provide a lifeline to small businesses
in need. But with that, the SBA also
saw issues with their IT capabilities
being able to keep up and safely store
applicants’ personal information.

We must ensure entrepreneurs can
safely access resources available to
them and have confidence that the
SBA has the tools to keep their infor-
mation safe from cyberattacks. Our
bill will do exactly that.

Additionally, H.R. 3462 safeguards
our supply chain by protecting SBA’s
IT components from the CCP’s malign
influence.

Mr. Speaker, I thank all of my col-
leagues who helped to pass this bill.

———————

REMOVING MILITARY VACCINE
MANDATE

(Mr. MASSIE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, thousands
of members of the military have termi-
nated their service for our country be-
cause of the COVID military vaccine
mandate.

Thousands more have chosen early
retirement, and thousands have not en-
listed. Recruitment is down. Our na-
tional security is suffering because of
this.

It is time to treat the men and
women of our military who have signed
up and pledged their lives to defend
this country with the respect they de-
serve. It is time to get rid of the
COVID vaccine mandate for the mili-
tary.

My bill, H.R. 3860, would do that. I in-
troduced it in June 2021. Since then, we
have garnered over 90 cosponsors for
that bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues, as
they consider the language of the Na-
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tional Defense Authorization Act this
week, to include the language of H.R.
3860 to protect the brave men and
women of our military.

————

PREVENTING COMMUNICATION
DURING PROTESTS IN CHINA

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to address the problems in
China, the protests in China, and the
degree to which perhaps the largest
American corporation, Apple corpora-
tion, out of sheer greed, is weighing in
and preventing protesters from com-
municating with each other.

Their CEO, Tim Cook, who is making
over $90 million a year, is right now
preventing AirDrops from being made
between different protesters. Without
communicating with each other, those
protests will not succeed.

China right now has one of the most
repressive regimes in the world, athe-
istic totalitarianism. It has been the
greatest threat to freedom in this
country for the last 100 years.

It is disappointing, though perhaps
not surprising, that American corpora-
tions, the wealthiest country in the
world, cannot resist shutting down free
speech in China to make a few more
dollars.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Congress to act
and do something with these large cor-
porations that, in America as well,
have a monopoly on free speech, a mo-
nopoly on communication, and are
using it to support atheistic totali-
tarianism.

————
EFFECTIVE FOREST MANAGEMENT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker,
raining in California, finally.

I know that song from the 1970s
would say otherwise, but we are seeing
some relief from the drought. It is par-
tially man-made, partially govern-
ment-made, by letting all of our water
run to the ocean instead of to farms
and to people. That said, our fire sea-
son is also over for a while in most of
the State.

Let me just remind you: This map
here is just a portion of northern Cali-
fornia. This half of this fire area is
about 1 million acres from last year
called the Dixie fire. Many other fires
in just the last 4 years represent about
2 million acres, just in one section of
one State.

This calls out the need—even though
it is the off-season, and we have forgot-
ten about the fire now because it is
raining—to have forest management
that is actually effective.

We need the U.S. Forest Service to
take this issue head-on instead of more
talk, more mealymouth, more plans,
treating maybe 1 million acres a year,

it is
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2 million acres per year, when the For-
est Service has under its charge 200
million acres.

We need to bring in the private sec-
tor and everybody we can to get ahead
on forest thinning and forest manage-
ment so we don’t keep burning our
communities down and causing all the
air pollution, water quality issues, loss
of wildlife. Meanwhile, we are the sec-
ond-leading importer of lumber in the
world.

What are we doing here? It is time
for action.

——————

AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN RUSSIA

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to talk about the horrible
and despicable plight of Brittney
Griner and Paul Whelan among other
hostages and United States citizens
held around the world in this par-
ticular situation by a despot who
wants to use Brittney as a pawn.

This wonderful young woman, 6 feet 9
inches, an Olympian, is now being
taken to a labor camp with vicious
conditions, food that is disgraceful,
conditions that are disgraceful. It is
only because of the selfish despot that
wants to eliminate democracy, live in
an oppressive society, and use her as a
vicious pawn.

I warn Americans: When a former
President suggests they want to sus-
pend the Constitution, watch Iran that
is Kkilling people in the street simply
because they want freedom and democ-
racy, and watch Russia every day.

It has been said, oh, you made a high-
light or a star out of Brittney Griner.
No. It was the outcry of her family and
community that said: We just want her
home. We want Paul Whelan, a vet-
eran, home.

Yet, this vicious and vile leader
thinks that he has something he can
dangle in front of our eyes.

I demand that we get strong-handed
with him. This young woman needs to
be brought home to her family, and it
is a disgrace that we cannot get her
home.

———

DACA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KAHELE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2021, the
gentlewoman from New Mexico (Ms.
LEGER FERNANDEZ) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to talk about the
hundreds—no, thousands of DACA re-
cipients and Dreamers who inspire us
every day with their art, resiliency,
and strength.

Their stories of success, hope, and
dreams are the stories of our country
and those who truly believe in the
American Dream.

Last week, I went to the Kennedy
Center, one of the world’s most pres-
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tigious performing arts venues, here in
this very city, to see the Ballet
Hispanico.

There, I saw Hugo Pizano Orozco, an
artist, a dancer, and a Dreamer. He is a
constituent of mine from Espanola,
New Mexico.

Hugo and his family are originally
from Guanajuato, Mexico. He came to
the United States before he was 2 years
old.

After moving from Mexico to
Espanola, he fell in love with the art
that is dance. He attended the New
Mexico School for the Arts, which is a
very prestigious school in New Mexico
dedicated to the arts.

But like many others, his future re-
mained uncertain because of his immi-
gration status. As a senior, he didn’t
know if his DACA status would be
granted.

Once it was finally approved, though,
he applied and was accepted to
Juilliard, one of the world’s most pres-
tigious performing arts schools. Today,
he is a renowned dancer and on tour
with Ballet Hispanico.

I have a picture of him here because
he does inspire with his art form. He
inspires me. He soars across the dance
floor at the Kennedy Center.

I was moved, so I asked him for his
permission to highlight his story, his
inspiration to our community and to
America of what our Dreamers can do
when we let them live their dream,
when we let them accomplish what
they are capable of doing in our beau-
tiful country.

His story reminds us of the inspiring
stories of thousands of Dreamers across
our country. His family brought him to
the United States in search of a better
life, and he found his American Dream.

His story reflects the best of us and
what the American Dream is truly
about: hopes and dreams for a better
future. Like so many others, his story
inspires me, gives me hope, and is why
I stand here today.

He soars from New Mexico and graces
America with his stunning perform-
ances, but we find Dreamers in every
State and every community.

I want to echo his words today. He
said: “Don’t think because you are
from a small town in New Mexico, you
can’t go out there and do the thing you
want to do.”

We need to remember that small
places can do big things. Yes, small
places can do big things.
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Our Dreamers come from all walks of
life—small towns, big cities, the rural
areas, suburbia, everywhere. They be-
lieve they could do more, and with
DACA they have done more.

Like Cindy Nava, a fellow New Mexi-
can who came from Chihuahua, Mexico,
seeking a better life. Now, as a 35-year-
old, she is actually the first-ever DACA
recipient to achieve a presidential ap-
pointment to work in the Biden admin-
istration as a senior policy advisor to
the U.S. Secretary of Housing and
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Urban Development. She now works for
Marcia Fudge.

Hugo and Cindy are two of the more
than 5,000 DACA recipients who make
New Mexico a more vibrant place to
live.

None of this would have been possible
if we didn’t have DACA. With the re-
cent court rulings, however, DACA is
in immediate danger. We need our Sen-
ate Republican colleagues to rise to the
moment.

We passed out of this House in the
spring of 2021 the American Dream and
Promise Act. We now need the Senate
to act and work with us to pass bipar-
tisan legislation before the end of the
year because it is now or never for our
Dreamers.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. GARCIA).

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to call upon our colleagues in
the Senate to protect DACA recipients
before the end of this Congress.

Six years old, Madam Speaker. Six
years old. That is the average age re-
cipients of DACA were when they first
entered the U.S. through no fault of
their own.

Known as Dreamers, these young
people have served in our military, at-
tended our schools, and worked in our
communities. They have grown up
here, eagerly contributing to our
neighborhoods and the diversity that
makes America great. They are Ameri-
cans in their heart and their soul and
in their minds because this is the only
country that they have known.

Many of them are now educated doc-
tors, trusted lawyers, committed
schoolteachers, and essential workers.
In fact, more than 200,000 of them
worked as essential workers during the
pandemic keeping us safe, keeping us
healthy. Now, because of right-wing at-
tacks on our communities’ all-stars,
their futures are uncertain.

Madam Speaker, Dreamers need ac-
tion, and they need it now.

In my home State of Texas, nearly
100,000 Dreamers are at risk of facing
deportation, and 30,000 of them live in
my hometown of Houston.

They are not strangers; they are not
Martians coming in from some alien
nation. We are talking about our
friends, our neighbors, people we go to
church with, people we buy groceries
with, people that are just down the
street, and they are also part of our
families.

For our community, it is now or
never. The Senate must put Dreamers
over the political tactics of fear and
hate. It is simple: we need to put peo-
ple over politics. We need to put
Dreamers over rhetoric. The time is
now.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam
Speaker, I thank Representative GAR-
CIA. We know that Americans want
DACA to be codified. They want our
Dreamers to live here.

Indeed, in the United States we know
that a bipartisan poll conducted in Oc-
tober 2022 found overwhelming support,
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