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May he rest in peace.

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I
thank Mr. ZELDIN for his comments.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. JACOBS),
our colleague from western New York.

Mr. JACOBS of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and legacy of Mike Long, one of our
State’s greatest political leaders.

Mr. Long served as chairman of the
New York State Conservative Party for
three decades.

An article in the New York Post that
was recently written called Mike a
working-class champion, and that he
was. From the beginning of his career
in politics, he believed Conservatives
and Republicans must focus on what
matters for working-class Americans.
Mike’s beliefs were as correct today as
they were nearly 60 years ago when he
began his career in public service.

I remember speaking with Mike for
the first time when I was going to run
for a special election for the New York
State Senate several decades ago now.
At that time, we were talking about
his family, and Mike’s son had just
been in a near-fatal accident, run over
by a New York City bus while he was
riding a bicycle. His son Matt broke
numerous bones and had countless sur-
geries as a result. But like his father,
he had incredible grit and determina-
tion, and he not only recovered but
continued to compete in triathlons and
Ironman competitions.

Mike lived out his conservative prin-
ciples. He was married to his wife, Ei-
leen, for 59 years and had nine children,
as was mentioned, and countless num-
bers of grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

Our State and Nation are a better
place due to Mike Long’s service and
commitment to his principles.

May he rest in peace.

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I
thank Mr. JACOBS for his comments.

This is fitting because my colleague
from Staten Island, who represents
Staten Island and parts of Brooklyn,
was the longtime representative at the
State level and in Congress for Mike
and Eileen Long.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Ms.
MALLIOTAKIS).

Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. Madam Speaker,
I thank my colleagues and everyone
who spoke before me for recognizing
the great achievements of a great man.

Mike Long was somebody who I was
proud to represent as a State assembly
member and then in Congress. He is
somebody who truly believed in faith,
freedom, the American Dream, and
family.

As was mentioned, he had an amaz-
ing, beautiful family, who I am also
very proud to serve, as I represent
many of them. They are so dedicated to
our community of Brooklyn, to our
city of New York, to our State, and to
our Nation. All the children contribute
in one way or another to the commu-
nity that we are so proud to call home.
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Mike served and led by example for
his family. He was not just a marine
who served our country, willing to die
for our country. He was also a member
of the City Council of New York. He
was a small business owner. He was
also the chairman of the Conservative
Party, which made such an impression
and was so influential in our city and
State politics for decades and still con-
tinues to be because of the leadership
of Mike Long.

When I first ran for the assembly, I
was so proud to have the banner of the
Conservative Party and to have the
support of somebody like Mike Long,
who had so much integrity and was so
passionate about what we believed in:
that our country needs to be preserved,
that we must preserve our freedoms
and our liberties, that we must make
sure we respect the taxpayer, that we
make it easier for small businesses,
and that we support individual free-
doms and liberties.

In fact, it was the Conservative
Party that was the margin of victory
in my very first race, and so I owe a lot
of my success to Michael Long and his
initial support of me.

So, I thank Mike Long for all he has
done for our community, for the dele-
gation, for our city, and for our coun-
try. He will be missed.

I give my sincere condolences to his
wife, Hileen, their nine children, their
25 grandchildren, and their four great-
grandchildren. That just shows you
how truly dedicated he was to his fam-
ily. It is just a beautiful family. God
bless them.
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Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, as
you heard from all the New York Re-
publican Members of Congress, Mike’s
influence cannot be over emphasized.
He has touched tens of thousands of
lives over his decades of service and
really his lifetime of service.

As many of our Members talked
about, Mike Long was a man of prin-
ciple. Mike was a man of faith, of free-
dom, of family, and he was a proud
American.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———
ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. JOHNSON) is recognized for
the remainder of the hour as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, for the remainder of this Spe-
cial Order we will have a number of Re-
publican Members from around the
country who will come up and address
the big issues of the day, the continued
crises, not the least of which is our
economic crisis here on the eve of the
latest GDP numbers that we all antici-
pate will confirm that we have a reces-
sion, even though the administration
apparently can’t even define what ‘‘re-
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cession” is. Instead of trying to fix the
problems, they are trying to work on
the definition of words.

Madam Speaker, I yield first to the

gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
KELLER).
Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, I

thank the gentleman from Louisiana.

Madam Speaker, I am FRED KELLER.
My pronouns are he and him, and I am
a man standing at the podium wearing
a blue suit, demanding that border
czar, KAMALA HARRIS, get serious about
securing our southern border, rather
than playing identity politics.

The number of illegal aliens crossing
at our southern border has already sur-
passed last year’s record of 1.7 million
encounters. The TU.S. Border Patrol
confirmed in its latest report that
there were over 200,000 encounters in
June alone, the fourth consecutive
month that encounters have been this
high.

Border Patrol’s report also revealed
that 15,000 unaccompanied children
were apprehended and released to spon-
sors without verification or docu-
mentation to ensure those sponsors are
legal residents or U.S. citizens.

This loophole in the Biden adminis-
tration’s sponsor assessment process
puts these children in danger by expos-
ing them to illegal activity, human
trafficking, and other dangers.

Yet, in the same month that this re-
port was released, Secretary Mayorkas
said that the border was secure. Mean-
while in Congress, Democrats refuse to
hold a hearing on securing the south-
ern border. In fact, Republicans on the
Oversight Committee have requested a
hearing on this issue, not just once, not
just twice, but six times. Every request
has been ignored by the Democrat ma-
jority on the committee.

Beyond their blatant detachment
from reality, the Biden administration
and House Democrats have made it
clear they are unwilling to take action
to secure our border and protect Amer-
icans.

With a new majority after the No-
vember elections, Republicans in Con-
gress will tackle this issue head-on.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank my friend; that was
so well said. As we told Secretary
Mayorkas in a Judiciary Committee
hearing just a few months ago, clearly
what he is doing is intentional, and I
believe that he needs to dust off his
résumé because we are going to have
the majority soon, and there will be a
reckoning for that.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. TIFFANY).

Mr. TIFFANY. Madam Speaker, I
live in northern Wisconsin over 1,000
miles away from the southern border.
Yet, the impacts of President Biden’s
open border are being felt right in our
backyard.

A few weeks ago, I had the oppor-
tunity to meet with the Sawyer County
Sheriff’s Office where they shared the
local impacts that they are feeling
from the Biden administration’s open
border, especially from illegal drugs.
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Madam Speaker, 1.5 pounds of meth
with a cartel stamp was recovered in
Radisson, Wisconsin, a tiny little burg.
Madam Speaker, ¥ pound of heroin
with a cartel stamp was recovered in
Sawyer County, and fentanyl drug
busts have become a regular occur-
rence. There they are. Cartel stamps
there. In many respects, they are run-
ning America at this point.

Madam Speaker, I agree with Mayor
Adams of New York City and Mayor
Bowser right here in Washington, D.C.,
that every State is now a border State.

Just look at those images. This is
now all over the country poisoning
Americans. These aren’t overdoses,
they are poisonings. They are delib-
erate at this point. While you in the
mainstream media keep deflecting
from the Biden-orchestrated crisis at
the southern border, cartels are getting
richer, and Americans are losing loved
ones.

Last year, the U.S. saw a tsunami of
overdose deaths, over 100,000 now dying
annually. Fentanyl is now the leading
cause of death of Americans from 18 to
45. In fact, in my home county of Onei-
da County way up in northern Wis-
consin, the sheriff’s office noted more
people died from fentanyl overdoses
than anything else for the first time in
the history of the county.

Yet, despite the reality of these
heartbreaking overdose facts, soft-on-
crime States like California are releas-
ing drug traffickers busted with 150,000
fentanyl pills on cashless bail. And to
no one’s surprise, they aren’t showing
up in court.

I stand before you today to plead for
this body to do something, anything,
to secure our southern border.

President Biden, Secretary
Mayorkas, and this Democrat-con-
trolled Congress has shattered the
peace and quiet of too many American
neighborhoods for far too long, leaving
countless families who have lost a son
or daughter as collateral damage.

What President Biden is doing on the
border—or more accurately what he
isn’t doing—is not working. We do not
have operational control of our south-
ern border. Look at these images. Look
at those images. The only people who
have operational control are cartels.

It is time to finish the border wall
and the failed policy of catch and re-
lease and designate the drug cartels as
the terrorist organizations that they
are.

This shouldn’t be a political issue.
This is a life-or-death situation for
many Americans.

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman from Louisiana for this Special
Order, as we continue to view the deg-
radation of society and the horrible im-
ages that we continue to see across
America.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, the news is so staggering, and
it is an incalculable amount of loss
that Americans are experiencing. I love
what the gentleman said: It is not
overdoses now, it is poisoning. That is
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exactly right. It is the leading cause of
death of Americans aged 18 to 49.

Overdoses, these poisonings, are kill-
ing more people than cancer, car
wrecks, and COVID, all of it. What are
we going to do about it?

Mr. TIFFANY. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. I yield
to the gentleman from Wisconsin.

Mr. TIFFANY. Madam Speaker, Sec-
retary Mayorkas has now been called a
“liar”’ by the Border Patrol. The Bor-
der Patrol has said: You are not telling
the American people the truth. We
have seen it in the Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Abso-
lutely. I cannot wait for us to get con-
trol of the gavel again.

Madam Speaker, I yield next to the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROSE).

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, I thank
the vice chairman for yielding time in
this Special Order tonight.

Madam Speaker, June was the fourth
consecutive month, as we have already
heard, with more than 200,000 migrant
encounters along our southern border.
The total number of illegal immigrant
apprehensions since this President
took office now sits at more than 3.1
million. That is on top of more than
800,000 known got-aways.

It is costing lives. More than 100,000
Americans—many of them young
Americans—died last year of drug
overdoses. Those deaths were fueled by
fentanyl that illegally came across our
border.

Since last October, Border Patrol has
seized more than 8,400 pounds of
fentanyl. These are not just statistics.
They are people, our fellow Americans.
Their families are forever shattered.
Yet, this administration continues to
fight to end policies like title 42 and
remain in Mexico, sending a clear mes-
sage that our borders are open.

This administration is putting our
economic security at risk, our national
security at risk, and exacerbating a hu-
manitarian crisis. A large and growing
number of children with limited re-
sources are being exploited by the car-
tels to dangerously run the streets or
forced into prostitution.

Additionally, over 1,000 people have
died along our border since President
Biden took office—many while trying
to enter our country illegally—at-
tracted by the policies of this adminis-
tration. Instead of taking bold action
to combat this problem, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Secretary
Mayorkas continues to claim our bor-
der is secure.

Texas Department of Public Safety
Sergeant Marc Couch sees the humani-
tarian crisis every day along the Rio
Grande Valley. He recently told Fox
News that to say the border is secure
is: ““a misnomer of a statement that
has no truth in it.”

I agree. But I would like to put it a
different way. Secretary Mayorkas’
claim is grossly misleading. In fact, it
is just flat wrong, so much so that it is
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difficult to understand how he could in
good faith believe what he is saying to
the American people.

Madam Speaker, I usually end these
speeches by urging the President to do
better with regard to our border, but
the reality is we know this administra-
tion has little or no appetite for secur-
ing our border and instead prefers to
appeal to its far-left base.

It falls on Congress to hold the exec-
utive branch accountable when it fails
to uphold our laws. So, I will close
today by urging congressional Demo-
crats to do their job, and as the House
majority at least until January, join
Republicans to hold this administra-
tion accountable.

Let’s take a break from voting on
messaging bills that have no chance of
passing in the Senate. Let’s find ways
to come together and finally secure our
border. This should be a top priority
for both parties because open borders
make every State a border State and
put America at risk.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, that was so well said. The
gentleman is right; every single State
is a border State, and I know the good
people of Tennessee are just as con-
cerned as my friends in Louisiana and
also in the State of Georgia.

Madam Speaker, I yield next to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. ALLEN).

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, I ap-
preciate Mr. JOHNSON’s leadership here
during this Special Order hour.

Madam Speaker, since President
Biden took office, his administration
has purposely and without remorse
started a war on fossil fuels and Amer-
ican energy independence. This is de-
stroying our economy, and it is cre-
ating a tremendous burden on the
American people.

Biden’s failed energy policies have
led him to beg, of all places, Saudi Ara-
bia to increase their global energy sup-
ply instead of unleashing our domestic
oil and gas production.

This is insanity.

Let me tell you, when I am in my dis-
trict, nobody asks me about climate
change. But let me tell you, when I am
filling up my car with gas, people come
over to me who know me, and they say:
“What are you going to do about this?”’
That is when I remind them that when
Republicans held the majority, we un-
leashed the American economy and the
power of the American energy and en-
ergy independence, and we did this for
the first time since 1957.

And what happened? Gas was under
$3 a gallon, and we actually exceeded
the Paris Climate Agreement targets
for reducing emissions without even
being subject to that agreement.

America wasn’t just energy inde-
pendent; we were energy dominant. We
did it once; we can do it again. We
don’t need to beg other countries to
produce more oil. We should be doing it
right here in the United States where
we produce energy more cleanly and ef-
ficiently than any place else in the
world.
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American oil and gas emits 30 per-
cent fewer greenhouse gas emissions
than other countries, especially Rus-
sia. Here is the bottom line: Oil and
natural gas remain essential in deliv-
ering the baseload power necessary to
sustain American homes, businesses,
and livelihoods.

Madam Speaker, if we are serious
about bringing energy prices down and
delivering real relief to the American
people, we must invest in American en-
ergy and reclaim our energy independ-
ence.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his
comments, and he is right. The energy
crisis is a direct result of policy
choices. It could be reversed if Demo-
crats would simply acknowledge their
error, but I am afraid they won’t.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN).

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
think we need a little more talk about
inflation. I know when we get home it
is always the number one issue that is
out there. I don’t think there has been
enough talk about how the inflation
came about.

The inflation came about because of
excessive spending. Every middle
school student should know that if the
Federal Government spends wildly
more on the amount going out than the
amount going in, the Federal Reserve
has to, in essence, print the dollars to
make those payments, and when the
Federal Reserve prints more dollars,
the value of the dollar drops, which is
why we have these huge spending in-
creases.
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Now, I will make a couple of com-
ments on them.

First of all, I think the numbers that
we are supposed to talk about, the 9.1
increase in inflation, are woefully un-
derrated. Here is the graph that all of
us politicos are supposed to talk about.

Does anybody believe that the cost of
shelter in the last 12 months has only
gone up 5.6 percent? Where is the press?
They ought to be making fun of that
number.

When I talk to my landlords, when I
talk to my builders, nobody thinks
things have gone up only 5.6 percent in
the last year. I think the cost of a new
house has gone up 20 to 25 percent. I
think the cost of rentals has gone up
by 10 or 15 percent. It is way more than
the 5.6 percent on this chart.

The same thing is true of auto-
mobiles. They tell us used automobiles
have gone up by about 11.4 percent in
the last year. Talk to your car dealers.
They will laugh at the idea that used
cars have only gone up by 11.4 percent
in the last year.

Things are much worse than the
numbers that are put out there by the
Biden administration. Therefore, the
American public is suffering a lot more
than even this so-called record infla-
tion increase of 9.1. It is much more
than that.
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But once we get done looking at that,
let’s look at the new spending bills
that are coming out. Have people
learned their lesson? All of a sudden,
we are going to produce even on the
relatively small part of the budget,
this discretionary spending, which is
the part we vote on around here? Are
we going to do something to maybe
have no increase there or 2 or 3 percent
increase there? No.

When we look at the bills, some of
which we passed last week, and they
break up what I think the people at
home would call the budget into a vari-
ety of different bills, military con-
struction and veterans affairs, people
want an 18 percent increase for the
yvear beginning October 1; financial
services and general government, 17
percent increase; the Department of
the Interior and the environment, up 18
percent.

In other words, even after the hor-
rific inflation, when we come back to
the regular budget, this place has the
pedal to the metal, trying to spend an-
other huge amount.

I think the press ought to wake up
and pay attention to both of these
issues. I beg the press to talk to your
local car dealers, to talk to your local
landlords and see: Have we only had a
5.6 percent increase in shelter? Have we
only had a 7.1 percent increase in used
cars? No way. They are giving us num-
bers that are much lower than the re-
ality.

The press ought to look at this, and
rather than just sleepwalk through
these budgets that get passed around
here, we ought to be paying a little bit
more attention to the sizable increases
in these budgets, line by line, or the
amount of inflation we have seen so far
would be a drop in the bucket. Wake
up, American press corps.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I have never seen my friend so
animated.

It is time for that because it is an ex-
istential crisis to the country. Truly,
when we asked the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff what the greatest
threat to America is, they don’t say
China first. They say the national debt.
It is just out of control.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS).

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker,
Congressman JOHNSON comes down
here week in and week out and talks
about not just the problems that face
our great Nation but really the discus-
sions that I want to bring tonight
about families who sit at home, fami-
lies who sit around before they perhaps
watch TV or when they come home
from church. They are talking about
their lives, the lives of their children,
and the things which concern them
most.

I remember well just a few years ago
when America had the greatest of
times that it has perhaps ever had: a
stock market reaching the highest lev-
els; employment in America that was
the highest level we had ever had; more
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African Americans, more Hispanic,
more women, more people at work with
a growing economy; housing aplenty.

It was full of opportunity from an
economic perspective that came as a
result from what I think was dis-
cipline, discipline from Republicans
who had been in the majority. Yes, I
was one of those Republicans, and I had
an opportunity to serve as chairman of
the Committee on Rules for 6 years.

During those 6 years, 2013 to 2019, we
held a disciplined view of the budget
and of spending. We held a disciplined
view that meant that we did not spend
one penny more in discretionary spend-
ing than we did in 2008, 2013, 2014, 2015,
2016, 2017, and 2018.

It allowed the free enterprise system
to grow. It allowed Americans the op-
portunity to not have government
grabbing at them or overburdening
their jobs. It meant that the free enter-
prise system with gasoline, with cars
being built, with opportunity, with
economic success was on the rise.

Madam Speaker, tonight, we will say
to you that that changed. That
changed on January 20, a year ago.
This Trump boost that we had, this op-
portunity where Republicans were
growing our economy, it all of a sudden
changed on January 20, a full year and
a half ago when President Biden came
in and immediately did exactly what
had been done by President Clinton,
what had been done by President
Obama, and that is a massive spending
bill. None that was talked about during
the election, but as soon as they got
control, a massive spending bill.

This is virtually the same kind of
policy that President Biden’s favorite
President, Jimmy Carter, had when I
was in college that led to 18 percent in-
terest rates. A whole generation of peo-
ple that had to dig themselves out of
paying too much for the day-to-day
products that they needed.

We are back to that. We are back to
that because of excessive government
spending that started here in the House
of Representatives. The Democratic
Party tonight was on record asking us
to please come and vote with them on
more Big Government, more spending.

Well, the word is out that we are
close to entering a recession. This is
something that comes because Demo-
crats have made inflation their friend.
They have done the things for inflation
that would have it roaring back to rob
the American people not only of any
gains they made under President
Trump, but to rob them as they face
their future, as our children are at-
tempting to go to college, as they are
planning for their future of retirement,
but, more importantly, as they go to
simply try to fill up their cars with
gasoline, as they move forward to try
to live their lives and make their fami-
lies more successful.

Madam Speaker, this comes as a re-
sult of politics. It is politics, pure and
simple. On the one hand, you had Re-
publicans and President Trump work-
ing diligently to give people an oppor-
tunity for not just a job but a career,
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not just to fill up their gas tank but to
prepare them and their children for
getting out and getting their own ca-
reer.

No wonder almost three in five chil-
dren are back living in their homes
with their parents. They get through
with college, and they come back. This
is exactly, Congressman JOHNSON, what
we saw when President Obama was
President.

Our message tonight is one of hope
and opportunity. Republicans will offer
a vision, as we do on the floor here
every day, about spending and the op-
portunity to balance out what the
American people want and need. They
want and need to do away with infla-
tion. They want to go back to work.
They don’t want to be incented by this
administration to get money but stay
at home. They recognize that the
President pushing the Fed to dump $110
billion into the economy every single
month simply means that we have
more that we have to pay on interest.

Madam Speaker, I want you to know
that Republicans are on the floor to-
night to offer opportunity, and the
most important thing we would say is
this: Don’t make friends with inflation.
Don’t do the things that this adminis-
tration and this Secretary of the
Treasury have done. Don’t have Big
Government programs. Don’t incent
people to come and break the law. By
golly, don’t spend the $10 million on
fake IDs that the Democratic Party
calls secure IDs for people who come to
this country so they could travel
around.

Madam Speaker, people are weary.
They are around their tables and talk-
ing, and they know that November is
around the corner.

Congressman JOHNSON, I thank you
for taking the time to come gather to-
gether every week with a message of
hope and opportunity. Tonight, it is
not just that. It is reality.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Great
words, my friend. I am so thankful that
you summarized again how ideas have
consequences.

Madam Speaker, that is our concern.
These are policy choices that have led
to all this pain for families and individ-
uals in all of our communities, and it
just seems like madness to us. But our
message is hopeful because we are
going to turn the corner. We are going
to lead this country in a new direction,
and we are excited to relay that to peo-

ple.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
MEUSER).

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, 1

thank the gentleman from Louisiana
(Mr. JOHNSON), my good friend, the vice
chair, for his leadership.

Madam Speaker, my constituents
tend to say this phrase very often late-
ly. They have had enough.

Madam Speaker, American families,
seniors, and small business owners are
struggling to Kkeep up with sky-
rocketing inflation. That is not news
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to anyone. Families are contending
with high prices at the grocery store
just to put food on their table and can-
celing summer vacations due to record-
high gas prices. Small business owners
are being squeezed with the increased
prices of supplies, shipping costs,
wages, you name it, while they are see-
ing reduced revenues from customers
who are reducing their own spending,
of course.

Our seniors, many living on fixed in-
comes, are struggling to maintain their
basic quality of life, afford necessities,
and the gasoline it takes to travel to
their doctor appointments. But,
Madam Speaker, you don’t have to
take my word for it.

This week, I asked my constituents
how inflation has impacted their daily
lives. In less than 24 hours, I received
over 1,400 responses from seniors, from
small business owners, from mothers
and fathers from every corner of my
district who are struggling to keep up
with inflation.

A few examples: Michelle from
Schuylkill County had to cancel nec-
essary doctor appointments because
she cannot afford the current price of
gasoline.

Karl and his family from Carbon
County had to cancel their vacation
due to astronomical gas prices.

William from Carbon County has in-
formed me that inflation has gotten so
bad that he must choose between eat-
ing or whether to fill up a gas tank to
attend his needed doctor appointments.

Rick, a small business owner from
Luzerne County, has had to slow down
his business expansion and is unable to
hire new employees while also having
to raise prices just to keep his business
afloat.

Scott from Lebanon County has been
unable to visit his elderly father due to
inflation slashing into his savings.

These are actual responses from my
constituents.

Today, Madam Speaker, I had small
business owners and constituents from
my district in for a small business
roundtable. Some of their feedback on
inflation included fighting the
headwinds rather than extending any
of their resources to grow their busi-
ness, delaying growth and delaying
projects and hiring.

One constituent who does construc-
tion stated that the recent T&I bill
that was passed in this House will now
create 30 percent less projects in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania be-
cause of the high level of inflation.
That really hits home, to say the least.

Madam Speaker, I have to say that in
only 18 months, my constituents are
right. They have had enough.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, this is a great reminder that
this is real pain for real people. This is
not a game here. What we do affects
the lives of all of our constituents, all
Americans, and we have a responsi-
bility to fix it.

Mr. MEUSER. We do. We can.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Thank
you for highlighting that.
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Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from the State of California
(Mr. LAMALFA), a good friend of mine.
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Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
thank my colleague from Louisiana
again for leading us here tonight and
getting the message out to the Amer-
ican people that this doesn’t have to be
this way. What we are going through—
what we are all going through—to-
gether, with the increased costs and
with shortages is unnecessary.

This isn’t caused by nature with a
hurricane or a tornado or a fire or an
earthquake or even a war, though some
are trying to point to the actions by
Putin and Russia and Ukraine being re-
sponsible for everything. This is a gov-
ernment-caused situation we are seeing
with inflation in fuel and energy. It
doesn’t have to be this way.

So what is really disheartening as a
Representative of folks is that we
know our constituents, good people,
are suffering from inflation. It is im-
pacting everyday Americans and north-
ern Californians in my district, every-
body.

I have firsthand accounts from people
in my district who are struggling fi-
nancially due to these rising prices and
inflation. Inflation is a tax on every
American, as my colleagues have been
saying. And we are hoping people will
hear.

Rural Americans are feeling addi-
tional financial struggles even more so
probably than the urban dwellers, but
maybe it is the same. Maybe it is just
different.

Rural residents tend to drive more.
They have to drive farther distances to
do what they do if they work on a
ranch or live on a ranch, a timber oper-
ation or a mining operation, or they
just live out. Maybe they are a park
ranger. Maybe they take care of the
parks. There are many reasons why
you would live in a rural part of the
State of California or any part of
America, Madam Speaker.

That puts more mileage on your ve-
hicle and uses more gas. You may tend
to have a four-wheel drive vehicle in
those areas, Madam Speaker, because
you might have snow. There are other
reasons that you might have to have a
vehicle that has a little more oomph, a
little more ability to get around than
perhaps one in southern California. So
it is likely they are going to use a lit-
tle more gasoline to go where they
need to go, and getting gasoline deliv-
ered to areas like that costs a little
more. It is a little higher.

In my northern California district it
is not uncommon to see $6 on the sign
for diesel or even premium gasoline—
$6. It is routinely $6 for diesel. A lot of
people drive diesel vehicles.

They have less retail options nearby.
Their stores ship from farther dis-
tances, so the trucks that brought it—
“if you got it, a truck brought it” is
the saying—have to ship it farther to
get there. So that store might need to
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have just a little higher price to cover
shipment. So further shipping, all
these things just add up, especially for
rural residents, on that. But they have
a reason why they are rural residents,
and we need them to be for producing
what they produce in rural areas that
we all use.

So a couple of residents in northern
California, I would like to share what
their issue is and what their struggle
is.

The first story is about an elderly
woman from Redding in northern Cali-
fornia, which is one of the large cities
in my district. She has had a tough life
and grew up in an abusive household.
She is very smart and very artistically
talented, actually. But as she aged she
began dealing with mental illness and
confided she has begun to think of
death as an alternative to her strug-
gling. What a cheery situation for her.

After her mental health struggles be-
came too much, it forced her out of the
workforce. She began living on a fixed
income of $900 a month. With $900—
money is already tight—and she has
had even more setbacks. Now, like
most people, she has a family pet. She
has a dog. Well, that dog happened to
get sick, like it happens, and the bill
for that was $500.

Where is she going to get $500 on a
$900 monthly income?

Maybe she can spread it out over
time if the veterinarian works with
her. So she ended up having to sell her
truck for $180 because she could no
longer afford the gasoline and needed
the money to pay utilities and other
bills. Recently she ran out of food com-
pletely and went without food for sev-
eral days. Even the local food bank—
God bless them, they are doing really
good work and they are becoming even
more stretched and more tapped—the
food bank had run out.

She ended up calling a friend who
bought some groceries for her. She said
that the cost of everything is so expen-
sive now that even cutting out spend-
ing any personal money on personal
things or elective things or maybe lux-
uries by having maybe a little meat on
your plate, she is still unable to pay
her bills.

She doesn’t have cable or TV. She lis-
tens to the free books on tape from the
Library of Congress. She said that she
holds President Biden directly respon-
sible for what is happening, the Presi-
dent and the policies of the majority
here in Congress and even in Sac-
ramento, in my home State of Cali-
fornia. She does hope that President
Biden can hear how the economy
doesn’t work for low-income people.

I think she understands that trillions
and trillions of dollars of debt, and
spending money you don’t have and
printing more money—inflation-caus-
ing money—isn’t going to get her out
of it either. We have to have an econ-
omy that works for normal people, pro-
ductive people, and so folks like her
can be helped.

Even after all this, though, you have
to admire her. She said she considers
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herself lucky because she still has a
roof over her head.

Another story in a different sector is
about a family who lives just south of
the Oregon border in what is known as
the Klamath Basin, the Klamath River
area. There are a lot of farmers up
there. There are issues with the dams
that are in place that help make low-
cost hydroelectric power.

So one day after the public comment
period closed on the Klamath Dam de-
struction that is being put in place
with the help of the Federal Govern-
ment and a lot of lawsuits—this was in
April—the family patriarch suffered a
stroke and was found by his children
unconscious and unresponsive.

Madam Speaker, if you don’t think
the stress of being put out of business
by a government that has taken away
your water, your electricity, and driv-
ing your costs through the roof
wouldn’t have a part in that stroke for
that family member, the family patri-
arch, you are not paying attention.

He was airlifted to Klamath Falls in
Oregon which is only a 15-minute flight
but a 2% hour drive. You are getting
the picture, I think, of what rural
issues we are dealing with, the chal-
lenges of people trying to farm so the
country has food in this case.

Now, every week the entire family
has to make the trek back up to Klam-
ath Falls since it is the closest spe-
cialist in occupational therapy. So
they schlep that trip back and forth
with expensive fuel and long distance,
but they need to do it in order to do
what they do. They need to stay the
night in a hotel since the drive over
and back is a little too much to do in
1 day given the appointment schedule.

So the husband is only getting a lit-
tle less than $500 a month from dis-
ability for the family to live on, and
each week they must make that 5-hour
trip, gas, hotels, meals, et cetera. Of
course, these costs are devastating to
them. Inflation is driving much of this
cost.

Things are going to happen to peo-
ple—that we know. But at least mak-
ing them a little more affordable by
having an economy that works for the
American people, especially lower- and
middle-income folks who are suffering
firsthand from the high cost of every-
thing driven by a government policy
that is hurting us.

This green new deal stuff is not an
answer for low-and middle-income peo-
ple. Forcing them to be in an electric
car—let them eat cake is what it prac-
tically sounds like when the Transpor-
tation Secretary says that we can just
replace it with electric cars.

No, we have to endure some pain. No-
body in Washington is enduring any
pain, not in the Cabinet and not in
Congress. No one would feel sorry for
us anyway, and they shouldn’t. It is
the American public who is enduring
the pain while people just callously
say: Well, these high prices on fuel are
just part of the transition to an elec-
tric future.
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Well, in my home State, electricity
barely stays on as it is now because
they are pulling out the hydroelectric
dams, as I just mentioned, on the
Klamath. The water they are running
out of Lake Oroville and Lake Shasta
down through the river and out
through the delta, that doesn’t make
hydroelectric power during part of the
year.

Lake Oroville, for example, ran out
of the ability to make hydropower be-
cause the lake reached historic lows in
its entire history. We are seeing that
getting ready to happen in Nevada on
Lake Mead, dead pools soon.

These are government policies that
drive inflation, the cost of food, the
cost of electricity, and everything that
is harming the American public.

So I have to ask the question, once
again, to President Biden, his Cabinet,
and even the majority in these two
Houses here: Whose side are you on? A
green new deal, a la-di-da agenda, or
the struggles of the American people?

I hope the American public asks that
question of themselves: Who is trying
to help and who is causing the harm?

Think about that really hard I ask
you. We are not here just for kicks. I
am not here because I love to wear a
suit. We are fighting for you. We are
fighting for what is right. So please
pay attention and decide for yourself
who is trying to help and who is caus-
ing the harm.

I know Mr. JOHNSON is doing great
work by helping us with this message.
If people aren’t going to pay attention
to what is really causing it, then I
don’t know how we can help them. But
please take this message away with
you and we will do what we can. We are
fighting here in Congress. We are fight-
ing to get the message out and put pol-
icy reforms in place that indeed are
going to help.

So I thank the gentleman for the
time tonight and for his faithful efforts
here.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Madam
Speaker, I thank my friend for his
faithful efforts and being such a clarion
call and a voice of reason.

One of the things that is necessary to
maintain a constitutional Republic as
the Founders warned us is that you
have to have an informed and engaged
electorate. I think people are paying
attention now. I think they are feeling
the pain, and it is drawing awareness
to our situation. I think they are going
to evaluate.

I am hopeful and optimistic, so we
can turn some of this around. I thank
my friend for his efforts.

Madam Speaker, you heard a recur-
ring theme here tonight, whether we
focus tonight on the economic crisis,
the border crisis, the energy crisis—all
the many crises—the common theme is
this: If you review the facts objec-
tively, Madam Speaker, then the evi-
dence shows that all of these are inten-
tional. They are intentional. These are
the foreseeable and obvious results of
the Democrats’ policy choices of the
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Biden administration and the Demo-
crats that run both Houses of Congress.

House Republicans, on the other
hand—as all my colleagues tonight
have pointed out—are optimistic. We
are so looking forward to the upcoming
August district work period so that we
can take our vision for a new direction
for this country directly to the Amer-
ican people.

I believe that message is going to be
well-received. I think people are des-
perate for the answers, and we have so-
lutions to all the great challenges fac-
ing this country.

Madam Speaker, I thank all my col-
leagues, once again, for being faithful
and being here tonight for this Special
Order.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———
ECONOMICS 101

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
SCHWEIKERT) for 30 minutes.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
one of the reasons and one of the fo-
cuses for tonight’s presentation is I am
just frustrated because of the silliness
that not only has become this body but
even when you listen to the White
House, Madam Speaker.

So the White House is terribly con-
cerned that on Thursday we will get
the latest statistics from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics. I believe it is on sec-
ond quarter GDP. GDP now is the At-
lanta Fed calculator. It is a wonderful
app if you want to look at it.

It is basically saying: Hey, we may be
negative, and when we were all in high
school they said that two consecutive
quarters of negative GDP, well, that is
a recession. Technically it is not. Yes,
there is a committee that decides it.
That is what we argue about.

Has this place lost its mind?

So the press cycle becomes: Oh, are
we in recession or not?

It is not, technically. If it goes nega-
tive it will be a recession. But isn’t
this horrible that we are talking about
this?

Let’s just pretend and stop worrying
about it and actually let’s try some-
thing unique.

Could we actually talk about what is
happening to people, what is happening
to the country, what is happening to
the budgets, the debt and the deficits,
the actual thing that will either make
or break society, which will make peo-
ple’s lives more miserable or more
prosperous?

Because right now we are in avoid-
ance of all the big things.

But we do have some great virtue sig-
naling bills. I mean, I had the blessing
earlier today of my telehealth bill
being stolen from me and handed to an-
other Member because, well, we needed
the politics.

Hey, good job, majority.

But I have to give Democrats credit.
They have done some amazing things
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in, what, their 16, 17 months of abso-
lute control, when they won the House
back in the 2018 election.

So this is a chart I have had here
multiple times. Yes, it is all beaten up.
The number is from, functionally, the
2021 CBO numbers. A couple of hours
ago we got the updated numbers.

For anyone wanting to know why I
am using tape, apparently it is against
House rules for me to reach over and
use a big marker and write on the
boards.

But the number we had been oper-
ating with is in, functionally, 29 years
we are going to have $112 trillion of
debt in today’s dollars—not inflation-
adjusted dollars, but in today’s dol-
lars—and it is almost all Medicare and
Social Security. The rest of the budget
is in balance.

A couple hours ago—and I have only
made it through the first dozen pages
of the new CBO report, and you can get
it online, Madam Speaker, it is only 90
pages—we moved from $112 trillion last
year to—congratulations to the Demo-
crats, they got us to $138 trillion—$138
trillion of borrowing in the next 30
years in today’s dollars.
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Now, the reality, we are never going
to get there. We will blow up before
that. But this talk, the virtue sig-
naling, the insanity of this place, well
the Democrats are getting in; we are
going to pay for everything. We are
going to do policies that are fiscally
sensible.

Well, okay. Congratulations. CBO
just actually took us from $112 trillion
to $138 trillion on the math. It is just
stunning. Does anyone around this
place give a damn?

And maybe I am a little on the
cranky side. You know, I had a miracle
happen about 3 weeks ago. I was at
home, and the phone rings, and my lit-
tle girl’s birth mom had a little boy; so
now I have a little boy. So my wife and
I, we have a 30-day-old baby at home,
so there hasn’t been a lot of sleep.

And I am holding this little guy, and
I am going, he is only 30 years old when
this happens. And the economy most
likely blows up long before then.

Does anyone here care about the next
generation? Does anyone here care
about your own retirement?

You have got to understand how fast
the numbers are rotting away from us.
But at least we are going to have a de-
bate for the next couple of days of are
we in recession or not recession.

Well, technically two consecutive
quarters are not technically a reces-
sion; and the White House cares a lot
about that because we know that it is
about the message and virtue signaling
as the economy around us is burning
down.

And I am going to show you some
numbers here. Could we try something
new? How about let’s go back to a type
of misery index? How miserable are our
constituents? How miserable is Amer-
ica and the public?
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And we are going to look at some
slides here that show you just how
much of people’s wages have been
stripped from them.

So a simple slide, and this is from the
new CBO, from a couple of hours ago.
We did our best to put it together, and
it is not going to make a lot of sense.
But basically, what I am trying to
show is, $138 trillion of borrowing in to-
day’s dollars. That is a pretty steep
curve. Every bit of this steepness here
that you see here is Social Security
and Medicare.

How many of us here are willing—I
am the senior Republican, I am the
ranking Republican over Social Secu-
rity. We are busting our humps to try
to come up with a bipartisan way to
save the program, in a functionally—in
a decade.

If you are on Social Security, you are
going to have a quarter of your Social
Security check disappear. Let alone,
we expect, just because of inflation,
your copay on your Medicare is prob-
ably going to more than double.

The number of our brothers and sis-
ters who will be seniors at the end of
the decade, who will be moved into
poverty because of what the Democrats
have done this last year and a half;
does anyone care about them?

And then, this is the stuff we have
been able to start to pull out from the
CBO numbers that should start to scare
this place half to death. If you start
looking at what they call the alter-
native scenarios, and that is actually
when inflation or interest rates have
small variances, and the speed that, if
you actually go to the baseline sce-
nario, but if you actually start to go to
a scenario over there where interest
rates are just 2 percent, 3 percent high-
er than the predicted average, you ac-
tually get in a line here in about 20, 25
years, every dime of tax receipts, every
dime of tax receipts just pays interest.

There is no more government. There
is no more military. There is no more
medical research. There is no more
education. There is no more Social Se-
curity and Medicare.

How many of you are going to spend
your August going home and telling
townhalls how you are going to protect
Social Security and Medicare, but you
are not willing to actually talk about
the real math?

It is real. This isn’t Republican or
Democrat; it is math. And this place
has basically become a math-free zone.

And look, this is a chart I bring up
here all the time because it is nice and
simple and graphic. 77 percent in 2001,
was mandatory. Okay. This is Social
Security and Medicare. These are
things we put on formula. We don’t
vote on any of this.

Well, about 10 percent of our budget
is defense; unlike, I had a Democrat
just last week saying oh—no, defense is
10 percent of our spending. The entire
budget that we, functionally, truly
vote on, discretionary is now to 13. And
guess what? This is the ‘21. The new
numbers, the mandatory now is about
80 percent of all of our spending.
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