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the Equality Federation, Family

Equality Council, Freedom for All
Americans, GLAAD, the Human Rights
Campaign, Lambda Legal, The Leader-
ship Conference on Civil and Human
Rights, the National Black Justice Co-
alition, the National Center for Les-
bian Rights, the National Women’s
Law Center, and PFLAG. They know
what is going on. They know what is at
stake.

Mr. Speaker, this is a long overdue
bill. I urge my colleagues to support it,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the Supreme
Court's ruling in Dobbs v. Jackson dem-
onstrated not only the extremist majority of
justices’ disregard for constitutional precedent;
it also showed their disregard for the individual
liberties of the American people. As if depriv-
ing women of their constitutional right to repro-
ductive health care weren’t enough, Justice
Thomas’ concurring opinion  specifically
opened the door to the overturning of United
States v. Windsor and Obergefell v. Hodges—
and implicitly we can read this to mean Loving
v. Virginia as well. These cases established
constitutional protections for same-sex and
interracial marriage in America.

Today, 1.1 million Americans arc in same-
sex marriages. Almost ten times as many are
in interracial marriages. One of the very first
votes | took as a young state senator in Mary-
land after my first election to public office was
to repeal our state’s vile and racist anti-mis-
cegenation law. That was in 1967, five years
after the Supreme Court’s decision in Loving
v. Virginia. Fifty-five years have now passed
since that ruling. It has been nine and seven
years, respectively, since the Windsor and
Obergefell rulings. Americans have become
used to knowing that they have a constitu-
tional right to equal marriage. Indeed, Amer-
ican women had gotten used to the security of
knowing that they had a constitutional right to
reproductive choice for forty-nine years until
last month.

Just as was the case with the immediate
aftermath of the Dobbs ruling, at least thirty-
five states already have laws or amendments
in their state constitution that would outlaw
same-sex marriage if Obergefell were over-
turned. We must do everything in our power to
ensure that Republican-controlled state legis-
latures don’t have the opportunity to restrict
the rights of LGBTQ or interracial couples in
America. Neither government officials nor Su-
preme Court justices should be able to decide
that consenting American adults cannot marry.
That's why I'm bringing the Respect for Mar-
riage Act to the Floor today to codify the mar-
riage equality precedents set by Loving, Wind-
sor, and Obergefell into federal statute.

| want to thank Chairman NADLER, Rep.
CICILLINE, all the Co-Chairs of the LGBTQ+
Equality Caucus, Chairwoman BEATTY, Chair-
man Ruiz, Chairwoman CHuU, and Democratic
Caucus Chairman JEFFRIES for taking the lead
on this crucial legislation.

We cannot afford to underestimate the risk
to marriage equality. We cannot afford to be
complacent and take for granted the rights we
have under the constitution as Americans. The
millions of same-sex and interracial couples
throughout the United States should not have
to live with the fear that extremist Supreme
Court justices—who act as though they are
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legislators—could end legal recognition for
their families or prevent millions of others from
being able to build families with equal legal
status. They deserve the assurance that their
marriages will always be recognized in every
city, county, and state across the country.
That is the overwhelming consensus of the
American people, and it is the clear view of
our constitution.

| urge my colleagues to join me in voting
‘yes’ on this legislation to protect and respect
marriages across our country.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to support the Respect for
Marriage Act of 2022. Thank you to Ju-
diciary Chair JERROLD NADLER for in-
troducing H.R. 8404, LGBTQ+ Equality
Caucus Chair DAVID CICILLINE, and Tri-
Caucus Chairs for your leadership to
fight for equal rights for all commu-
nities.

Everyone should have the equal right
to marry whomever they love—what-
ever their identity, race or ethnicity.

While the Supreme Court ruled the
discriminatory Defense of Marriage
Act unconstitutional, in the wake of
the Court’s decision to overturn Roe,
we cannot rely on the Court alone to
protect our rights. First, they attacked
our reproductive rights, but next,
they’ll attack our right to marriage.
What’s next?

It is unconscionable that any person
should face a situation where their
marriage is threatened or rendered in-
valid because of the dangerous whims
of the few who want to take this coun-
try backwards.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the entire House
to support this bill, protect our right
to marriage, and defend our people
from the senseless assault on our lib-
erties.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1232, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the bill.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

The

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Adrian
Swann, one of his secretaries.

————

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES
AND PASS CERTAIN BILLS

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to section 9 of House Resolution
1232, T move to suspend the rules and
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pass, H.R. 1286, H.R. 2024, H.R. 3222,
H.R. 6337, and H.R. 7002.
The Clerk read the titles of the bills.
The text of the bills are as follows:
SOUTHERN CAMPAIGN OF THE REVOLUTION
NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR ACT OF 2021

H.R. 1286

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Southern Cam-
paign of the Revolution National Heritage Cor-
ridor Act of 2021°°.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) NATIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR.—The term
“National Heritage Corridor’ means the South-
ern Campaign of the Revolution National Herit-
age Corridor established by section 3(a).

(2) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The term
“Local Coordinating Entity’’ means the local
coordinating entity for the National Heritage
Corridor.

(3) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The term ‘‘manage-
ment plan’’ means the management plan for the
National Heritage Corridor required under sec-
tion 5(a).

(4) MAp.—The term ‘“map’’ means the map en-
titled ‘‘Southern Campaign of the Revolution
Proposed National Heritage Corridor’, num-
bered 257/177,271, and dated September 2021.

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(6) STATES.—The term ‘‘States’ means the
States of South Carolina and North Carolina.
SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF SOUTHERN CAM-

PAIGN OF THE REVOLUTION NA-
TIONAL HERITAGE CORRIDOR.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established the
Southern Campaign of the Revolution National
Heritage Corridor in the States of North Caro-
lina and South Carolina, as generally depicted
on the map.

(b) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The Uni-
versity of South Carolina shall serve as the local
coordinating entity for the National Heritage
Corridor.

SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATION.

(a) AUTHORITIES.—For purposes of carrying
out the management plan for the National Her-
itage Corridor, the Secretary acting through the
local coordinating entity may use amounts made
available under this Act—

(1) to make grants to the States or a political
subdivision of the States, Indian Tribes, non-
profit organizations, and other persons;

(2) to enter into cooperative agreements with,
or provide technical assistance to, the States or
a political subdivision of the States, Indian
Tribes, nonprofit organizations, and other inter-
ested parties;

(3) to hire and compensate staff, which shall
include individuals with expertise in natural,
cultural, and historical resources protection and
heritage programming;

(4) to obtain money or Sservices from any
source, including any money or services that are
provided under any other Federal law or pro-
gram, provided that any money specifically au-
thorized for National Heritage areas shall be
subject to a 50 percent cost-share requirement;

(5) to contract for goods or services; and

(6) to undertake or be a catalyst for any other
activity that furthers the purposes of the Na-
tional Heritage Corridor and is consistent with
the approved management plan.

(b) DUTIES.—The local coordinating entity for
the National Heritage Corridor shall—

(1) in accordance with section 5, prepare and
submit a management plan for the National
Heritage Corridor to the Secretary;

(2) assist Federal agencies, the States or a po-
litical subdivision of the States, Indian Tribes,
regional planning organizations, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and other interested parties in car-
rying out the approved management plan by—
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(4) carrying out programs and projects that
recognize, protect, and enhance important re-
source values in the National Heritage Corridor;

(B) establishing and maintaining interpretive
erhibits and programs in the National Heritage
Corridor;

(C) developing recreational, interpretive, and
educational opportunities in the National Herit-
age Corridor;

(D) increasing public awareness of, and ap-
preciation for, natural, historical, scenic, and
cultural resources of the National Heritage Cor-
ridor;

(E) protecting and restoring historic sites and
buildings in the National Heritage Corridor that
are consistent with the themes of the National
Heritage Corridor;

(F) ensuring that clear, consistent, and appro-
priate signs identifying points of public access
and sites of interest are posted throughout the
National Heritage Corridor; and

(G) promoting a wide range of partnerships
among the Federal Government, State, Tribal,
and local governments, organizations, and indi-
viduals to further the purposes of the National
Heritage Corridor;

(3) consider the interests of diverse units of
government, businesses, organizations, and indi-
viduals in the National Heritage Corridor in the
preparation and implementation of the manage-
ment plan;

(4) conduct meetings open to the public not
less frequently than semiannually regarding the
development and implementation of the manage-
ment plan; and

(5) for any year that Federal funds have been
received under this Act—

(A4) submit to the Secretary an annual report
that describes the activities, erpenses, and in-
come of the local coordinating entity (including
grants to any other entities during the year that
the report is made);

(B) make available to the Secretary for audit
all records relating to the expenditure of the
funds and any matching funds; and

(C) encourage by appropriate means economic
viability that is consistent with the National
Heritage Corridor.

(c) PROHIBITION ON THE ACQUISITION OF REAL
PROPERTY.—The local coordinating entity shall
not use Federal funds to acquire real property
or any interest in real property.

SEC. 5. MANAGEMENT PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the local co-
ordinating entity shall submit to the Secretary
for approval a proposed management plan for
the National Heritage Corridor.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The management plan
shall—

(1) incorporate an integrated and cooperative
approach for the protection, enhancement, and
interpretation of the natural, cultural, historic,
scenic, and recreational resources of the Na-
tional Heritage Corridor;

(2) take into consideration Federal,
local, and Tribal plans and treaty rights;

(3) include—

(A) an inventory of—

(i) the resources located in the National Herit-
age Corridor; and

(ii) any other property in the National Herit-
age Corridor that—

(I) is related to the themes of the National
Heritage Corridor; and

(1I) should be preserved, restored, managed, or
maintained because of the significations of the
property;

(B) comprehensive policies, strategies, and
recommendations for conservation, funding,
management, and development of the National
Heritage Corridor;

(C) a description of the actions that the Fed-
eral Government, State, Tribal, and local gov-
ermments, private organications, and individ-
uals have agreed to take to protect the natural,
historical, cultural, scenic, and recreational re-
sources of the National Heritage Corridor;
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(D) a program of implementation for the man-
agement plan by the local coordinating entity
that includes a description of—

(i) actions to facilitate ongoing collaboration
among partners to promote plans for resource
protection, restoration, and construction; and

(ii) specific commitments for implementation
that have been made by the local coordinating
entity or any unit of government, organization,
or individual for the first 5 years of operation;

(E) the identification of sources of funding for
carrying out the management plan;

(F) analysis and recommendations for means
by which Federal, State, local, and Tribal pro-
grams, including the role of the National Park
Service in the Corridor, may best be coordinated
to carry out this Act; and

(G) an interpretative plan for the National
Heritage Corridor; and

(4) recommend policies and strategies for re-
source management that consider and detail the
application of appropriate land and water man-
agement techniques, including the development
of intergovernmental and interagency coopera-
tive agreements to protect the natural, histor-
ical, cultural, educational, scenic, and rec-
reational resources of the National Heritage
Corridor.

(c) DEADLINE.—If a proposed management
plan is not submitted to the Secretary by the
date that is 3 years after the date of enactment
of this Act, the local coordinating entity shall be
ineligible to receive additional funding under
this Act until the date that the Secretary re-
ceives and approves the management plan.

(d) APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF MANAGE-
MENT PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of receipt of the management plan
under section 5, the Secretary, in consultation
with States and Tribal governments, shall ap-
prove or disapprove the management plan.

(2) CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL.—In determining
whether to approve the management plan, the
Secretary shall consider whether—

(A) the local coordinating entity is representa-
tive of the diverse interests of the National Her-
itage Corridor, including Federal, State, Tribal,
and local governments, natural and historic re-
sources protection organizations, educational
institutions, businesses, recreational organiza-
tions;

(B) the local coordinating entity has afforded
adequate opportunity, including public hear-
ings, for public and governmental involvement
in the preparation of the management plan; and

(C) the resource preservation and interpreta-
tion strategies contained in the management
plan would adequately protect the natural, his-
torical, and cultural resources of the National
Heritage Corridor.

(3) ACTION FOLLOWING DISAPPROVAL.—If the
Secretary disapproves the management plan, the
Secretary shall—

(A) advise the local coordinating entity in
writing of the reasons for the disapproval;

(B) make recommendations for revisions to the
management plan; and

(C) not later than 180 days after the receipt of
any proposed revision of the management plan
from the local coordinating entity, approve or
disapprove the proposed revision.

(4) AMENDMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall approve
or disapprove each amendment to the manage-
ment plan that the Secretary determines make a
substantial change to the management plan.

(B) USE OF FUNDS.—The local coordinating
entity shall not use Federal funds to carry out
any amendments to the management plan until
the Secretary has approved the amendments.
SEC. 6. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FEDERAL

AGENCIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act affects
the authority of a Federal agency to provide
technical or financial assistance under any
other law.

(b) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—The
head of any Federal agency planning to con-
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duct activities that may have an impact on the
National Heritage Corridor is encouraged to
consult and coordinate the activities with the
Secretary and the local coordinating entity to
the maximum extent practicable.

(c) OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Nothing in
this section—

(1) modifies, alters, or amends any law or reg-
ulation authorizing a Federal agency to manage
Federal land under the jurisdiction of the Fed-
eral agency;

(2) limits the discretion of a Federal land
manager to implement an approved land use
plan within the boundaries of the National Her-
itage Corridor; or

(3) modifies, alters, or amends any authorized
use of Federal land under the jurisdiction of a
Federal agency.

SEC. 7. PRIVATE PROPERTY AND REGULATORY
PROTECTIONS.

Nothing in this Act—

(1) abridges the rights of any property owner
(whether public or private), including the right
to refrain from participating in any plan,
project, program, or activity conducted within
the National Heritage Corridor;

(2) requires any property owner—

(A) to permit public access (including access
by Federal, State, or local agencies) to the prop-
erty of the property owner; or

(B) to modify public access or use of property
of the property owner under any other Federal,
State, or local law;

(3) alters any duly adopted land use regula-
tion, approved land use plan, or other regu-
latory authority of any Federal, State, Tribal,
or local agency;

(4) conveys any land use or other regulatory
authority to the local coordinating entity;

(5) authorizes or implies the reservation or ap-
propriation of water or water rights;

(6) enlarges or diminishes the treaty rights of
any Indian Tribe within the National Heritage
Corridor;

(7) diminishes—

(4) the authority of the States to manage fish
and wildlife, including the regulation of fishing
and hunting, within the National Heritage Cor-
ridor; or

(B) the authority of Indian Tribes to regulate
members of Indian Tribes with respect to fish-
ing, hunting, and gathering in the exercise of
treaty rights; or

(8) creates any liability, or affects any liabil-
ity under any other law, of any private property
owner with respect to any person injured on the
private property.

SEC. 8. EVALUATION AND REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For the National Heritage
Corridor, not later than 3 years before the date
specified under section 9, the Secretary shall—

(1) conduct an evaluation of the accomplish-
ments of the National Heritage Corridor; and

(2) prepare a report in accordance with sub-
section (c).

(b) EVALUATION.—An evaluation conducted
under subsection (a)(1) shall—

(1) assess the progress of the local coordi-
nating entity with respect to—

(A) accomplishing the purposes of the Na-
tional Heritage Corridor; and

(B) achieving the goals and objectives of the
approved management plan for the National
Heritage Corridor;

(2) analyze the investments of the Federal
Government, State, Tribal, and local govern-
ments, and private entities in the National Her-
itage Corridor to determine the impact of the in-
vestments; and

(3) review the management structure, partner-
ship relationships, and funding of the National
Heritage Corridor for purposes of identifying the
critical components for sustainability of the Na-
tional Heritage Corridor.

(c) REPORT.—Based on the evaluation con-
ducted under subsection (a)(1), the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Energy and



H6730

Natural Resources of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives a report that includes rec-
ommendations for the future role of the Na-
tional Park Service, if any, with respect to the
National Heritage Corridor.

SEC. 9. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.

The authority of the Secretary to provide as-
sistance under this Act terminates on the date
that is 15 years after the date of enactment of
this Act.

SOUTHERN MARYLAND NATIONAL HERITAGE
AREA ACT
H.R. 2024

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Southern Mary-
land National Heritage Area Act’.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA.—The term “‘Na-
tional Heritage Area’ means the Southern
Maryland National Heritage Area established by
section 3(a).

(2) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The term
“Local Coordinating Entity’’ means the local
coordinating entity for the National Heritage
Area designated by this Act.

(3) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The term ‘‘manage-
ment plan’’ means the management plan for the
Heritage Area required under section 5(a).

(4) Map.—The term “map’’ means the map en-
titled ‘“‘Southern Maryland National Heritage
Area Proposed Boundary’, numbered 672/
177,225, and dated August 2021.

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(6) STATE.—The term “‘State’’ means the State
of Maryland.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF SOUTHERN MARY-
LAND NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established the
Southern Maryland National Heritage Area in
the State of Maryland, to consist of land in St.
Mary’s, Calvert, Charles, and Prince George’s
Counties in the State, as generally depicted on
the map.

(b) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The Tri-
County Council for Southern Maryland shall
serve as the local coordinating entity for the Na-
tional Heritage Area designated by subsection
(a).

SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATION.

(a) AUTHORITIES.—For purposes of carrying
out the management plan for the National Her-
itage Area, the Secretary acting through the
Local Coordinating Entity may use amounts
made available under section 9—

(1) to make grants to the State or a political
subdivisions of the State, Indian Tribes, non-
profit organizations, and other persons;

(2) to enter into cooperative agreements with,
or provide technical assistance to, the State or a
political subdivision of the State, Indian Tribes,
nonprofit organications, and other interested
parties;

(3) to hire and compensate staff, which shall
include individuals with expertise in natural,
cultural, and historical resources protection and
heritage programming;

(4) to obtain money or services from any
source, including any money or services that are
provided under any other Federal law or pro-
gram, provided that any money specifically au-
thorized for National Heritage areas shall be
subject to a 50 percent cost-share requirement;

(5) to contract for goods or services; and

(6) to undertake or be a catalyst for any other
activity that furthers the purposes of the Na-
tional Heritage Area and is consistent with the
approved management plan.

(b) DUTIES.—The Local Coordinating Entity
shall—

(1) in accordance with section 5, prepare and
submit a management plan for the National
Heritage Area to the Secretary;
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(2) assist Federal agencies, the State or a po-
litical subdivision of the State, Indian Tribes,
regional planning organizations, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and other interested parties in car-
rying out the approved management plan by—

(A) carrying out programs and projects that
recognice, protect, and enhance important re-
source values in the National Heritage Area;

(B) establishing and maintaining interpretive
exhibits and programs in the National Heritage
Area;

(C) developing recreational, interpretive, and
educational opportunities in the National Herit-
age Area;

(D) increasing public awareness of, and ap-
preciation for, natural, historical, scenic, and
cultural resources of the National Heritage
Area;

(E) protecting and restoring historic sites and
buildings in the National Heritage Area that are
consistent with the themes of the National Her-
itage Area;

(F) ensuring that clear, consistent, and appro-
priate signs identifying points of public access
and sites of interest are posted throughout the
National Heritage Area; and

(G) promoting a wide range of partnerships
among the Federal Government, State, Tribal,
and local governments, organizations, and indi-
viduals to further the purposes of the National
Heritage Area;

(3) consider the interests of diverse units of
government, businesses, organizations, and indi-
viduals in the National Heritage Area in the
preparation and implementation of the manage-
ment plan;

(4) conduct meetings open to the public not
less frequently than semiannually regarding the
development and implementation of the manage-
ment plan; and

(5) for any year that Federal funds have been
appropriated to carry out this Act—

(A) submit to the Secretary an annual report
that describes the activities, expenses, and in-
come of the Local Coordinating Entity (includ-
ing grants to any other entities during the year
that the report is made);

(B) make available to the Secretary for audit
all records relating to the expenditure of the
funds and any matching funds; and

(C) encourage by appropriate means economic
viability that is consistent with the National
Heritage Area.

(¢c) PROHIBITION ON THE ACQUISITION OF REAL
PROPERTY.—The Local Coordinating Entity
shall not use Federal funds to acquire real prop-
erty or any interest in real property.

SEC. 5. MANAGEMENT PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Local Co-
ordinating Entity shall submit to the Secretary
for approval a proposed management plan for
the National Heritage Area.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The management plan
shall—

(1) incorporate an integrated and cooperative
approach for the protection, enhancement, and
interpretation of the natural, cultural, historic,
scenic, and recreational resources of the Na-
tional Heritage Area;

(2) take into consideration Federal,
local, and Tribal plans and treaty rights;

(3) include—

(A) an inventory of—

(i) the resources located in the National Herit-
age Area; and

(ii) any other property in the National Herit-
age Area that—

(I) is related to the themes of the National
Heritage Area; and

(II) should be preserved, restored, managed, or
maintained because of the significance of the
property;

(B) comprehensive policies, strategies, and
recommendations for the conservation, funding,
management, and development of the National
Heritage Area;
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(C) a description of activities that the Federal
Government, State, Tribal, and local govern-
ments, private organizations, and individuals
have agreed to carry out to protect the natural,
historical, cultural, scenic, and recreational re-
sources of the National Heritage Area;

(D) a program of implementation for the man-
agement plan by the Local Coordinating Entity
that includes a description of—

(i) actions to facilitate ongoing collaboration
among partners to promote plans for resource
protection, restoration, and construction; and

(ii) specific commitments for implementation
that have been made by the Local Coordinating
Entity or any unit of government, organization,
or individual for the first 5 years of operation;

(E) the identification of sources of funding for
carrying out the management plan;

(F) analysis and recommendations for means
by which Federal, State, local, and Tribal pro-
grams, including the role of the National Park
Service in the National Heritage Area, may best
be coordinated to carry out this Act; and

(G) an interpretive plan for the National Her-
itage Area; and

(4) recommend policies and strategies for re-
source management that consider and detail the
application of appropriate land and water man-
agement techniques, including the development
of intergovernmental and interagency coopera-
tive agreements to protect the natural, histor-
ical, cultural, educational, scenic, and rec-
reational resources of the National Heritage
Area.

(c) DEADLINE.—If a proposed management
plan is not submitted to the Secretary by the
date that is 3 years after the date of enactment
of the Act, the Local Coordinating Entity shall
be ineligible to receive additional funding under
this Act until the date on which the Secretary
approves the management plan.

(d) APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF MANAGE-
MENT PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of receipt of the management plan
under this section, the Secretary, in consulta-
tion with State and Tribal governments, shall
approve or disapprove the management plan.

(2) CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL.—In determining
whether to approve the management plan, the
Secretary shall consider whether—

(4) the Local Coordinating Entity is rep-
resentative of the diverse interests of the Na-
tional Heritage Area, including Federal, State,
Tribal, and local governments, natural and his-
toric resource protection organizations, edu-
cational institutions, businesses, and rec-
reational organizations;

(B) the Local Coordinating Entity has af-
forded adequate opportunity, including public
hearings, for public and governmental involve-
ment in the preparation of the management
plan; and

(C) the resource protection and interpretation
strategies contained in the management plan, if
implemented, would adequately protect the nat-
ural, historical, and cultural resources of the
National Heritage Area.

(3) ACTION FOLLOWING DISAPPROVAL.—If the
Secretary disapproves the management plan
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(A) advise the Local Coordinating Entity in
writing of the reasons for the disapproval;

(B) make recommendations for revisions to the
management plan; and

(C) not later than 180 days after the receipt of
any proposed revision of the management plan
from the Local Coordinating Entity, approve or
disapprove the proposed revision.

(4) AMENDMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall approve
or disapprove each amendment of the manage-
ment plan that the Secretary determines make a
substantial change to the management plan.

(B) USE OF FUNDS.—The Local Coordinating
Entity shall not use Federal funds authorized
by this Act to carry out any amendment to the
management plan until the Secretary has ap-
proved the amendment.
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SEC. 6. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FEDERAL
AGENCIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act affects
the authority of a Federal agency to provide
technical or financial assistance under any
other law.

(b) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—The
head of any Federal agency planning to con-
duct activities that may have an impact on the
National Heritage Area is encouraged to consult
and coordinate the activities with the Secretary
and the Local Coordinating Entity to the max-
imum extent practicable.

(c) OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Nothing in
this Act—

(1) modifies, alters, or amends any law or reg-
ulations authorizing a Federal agency to man-
age Federal land under the jurisdiction of the
Federal agency;

(2) limits the discretion of a Federal land
manager to implement an approved land use
plan within the boundaries of the National Her-
itage Area; or

(3) modifies, alters, or amends any authorized
use of Federal land under the jurisdiction of a
Federal agency.

SEC. 7. PRIVATE PROPERTY AND REGULATORY
PROTECTIONS.

Nothing in this Act—

(1) abridges the rights of any property owner
(whether public or private), including the right
to refrain from participating in any plan,
project, program, or activity conducted within
the National Heritage Area;

(2) requires any property owner—

(A) to permit public access (including access
by Federal, State, or local agencies) to the prop-
erty of the property owner; or

(B) to modify public access or use of property
of the property owner under any other Federal,
State, or local law;

(3) alters any duly adopted land use regula-
tion, approved land use plan, or other regu-
latory authority of any Federal, State, Tribal,
or local agency;

(4) conveys any land use or other regulatory
authority to the Local Coordinating Entity;

(5) authorizes or implies the reservation or ap-
propriation of water or water rights;

(6) enlarges or diminishes the treaty rights of
any Indian Tribe within the National Heritage
Area;

(7) diminishes—

(A) the authority of the State to manage fish
and wildlife, including the regulation of fishing
and hunting, within the National Heritage
Area; or

(B) the authority of Indian Tribes to regulate
members of Indian Tribes with respect to fish-
ing, hunting, and gathering in the exercise of
treaty rights; or

(8) creates any liability, or affects any liabil-
ity under any other law, of any private property
owner with respect to any person injured on the
private property.

SEC. 8. EVALUATION AND REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For the National Heritage
Area, mot later than 3 years before the date
specified under section 9, the Secretary shall—

(1) conduct an evaluation of the accomplish-
ments of the National Heritage Area; and

(2) prepare a report in accordance with sub-
section (c).

(b) EVALUATION.—An evaluation conducted
under subsection (a)(1) shall—

(1) assess the progress of the Local Coordi-
nating Entity with respect to—

(4) accomplishing the purposes of the Na-
tional Heritage Area; and

(B) achieving the goals and objectives of the
approved management plan for the National
Heritage Area;

(2) analyze the investments of the Federal
Government, State, Tribal, and local govern-
ments, and private entities in the National Her-
itage Area to determine the impact of the invest-
ments; and
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(3) review the management structure, partner-
ship relationships, and funding of the National
Heritage Area for purposes of identifying the
critical components for sustainability of the Na-
tional Heritage Area.

(c) REPORT.—Based on the evaluation con-
ducted under subsection (a)(1), the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives a report that includes rec-
ommendations for the future role of the Na-
tional Park Service, if any, with respect to the
National Heritage Area.

SEC. 9. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.

The authority of the Secretary to provide as-
sistance under this Act terminates on the date
that is 15 years after the date of enactment of
this Act.

ALABAMA BLACK BELT NATIONAL HERITAGE
AREA ACT

H.R. 3222

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““‘Alabama Black
Belt National Heritage Area Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA.—The term ‘““Na-
tional Heritage Area’ means the Alabama Black
Belt National Heritage Area established by sec-
tion 3(a).

(2) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The term
“local coordinating entity’’ means the local co-
ordinating entity for the National Heritage
Area.

(3) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The term ‘‘manage-
ment plan’’ means the management plan for the
National Heritage Area prepared under section
5(a).

(4) MAP.—The term “map’’ means the map en-
titled ‘‘Alabama Black Belt Proposed National
Heritage Area’, numbered 258/177,272, and
dated September 2021.

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(6) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the State
of Alabama.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF ALABAMA BLACK
BELT NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established the Ala-
bama Black Belt National Heritage Area in the
State of Alabama, to consist of land in Bibb,
Bullock, Butler, Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh,
Dallas, Greene, Hale, Lowndes, Macon,
Marengo, Monroe, Montgomery, Perry, Pickens,
Sumter, Washington, and Wilcox counties in the
State, as generally depicted on the map.

(b) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The Center
for the Study of the Black Belt at the University
of West Alabama shall serve as the local coordi-
nating entity for the National Heritage Area.
SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATION.

(a) AUTHORITIES.—For purposes of carrying
out the management plan for the National Her-
itage Area, the Secretary acting through the
local coordinating entity may use amounts made
available under this Act—

(1) to make grants to the State or a political
subdivision of the State, Indian Tribes, non-
profit organizations, and other persons;

(2) to enter into cooperative agreements with,
or provide technical assistance to, the State or a
political subdivision of the State, Indian Tribes,
nonprofit organizations, and other interested
parties;

(3) to hire and compensate staff, which shall
include individuals with expertise in natural,
cultural, and historical resources protection and
heritage programming;

(4) to obtain money or Sservices from any
source, including any money or services that are
provided under any other Federal law or pro-
gram, provided that any money Specifically au-
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thorized for National Heritage areas shall be
subject to a 50 percent cost-share requirement;

(5) to contract for goods or services; and

(6) to undertake or be a catalyst for any other
activity that furthers the purposes of the Na-
tional Heritage Area and is consistent with the
approved management plan.

(b) DUTIES.—The local coordinating entity for
the National Heritage Area shall—

(1) in accordance with section 5, prepare and
submit a management plan for the National
Heritage Area to the Secretary;

(2) assist Federal agencies, the State or a po-
litical subdivision of the State, Indian Tribes,
regional planning organizations, nonprofit or-
ganizations, and other interested parties in car-
rying out the approved management plan by—

(A) carrying out programs and projects that
recognize, protect, and enhance important re-
source values in the National Heritage Area;

(B) establishing and maintaining interpretive
exhibits and programs in the National Heritage
Area;

(C) developing recreational, interpretive, and
educational opportunities in the National Herit-
age Area;

(D) increasing public awareness of, and ap-
preciation for, natural, historical, scenic, and
cultural resources of the National Heritage
Area;

(E) protecting and restoring historic sites and
buildings in the National Heritage Area that are
consistent with the themes of the National Her-
itage Area;

(F) ensuring that clear, consistent, and appro-
priate signs identifying points of public access
and sites of interest are posted throughout the
National Heritage Area; and

(G) promoting a wide range of partnerships
among the Federal Government, State, Tribal,
and local governments, organizations, and indi-
viduals to further the purposes of the National
Heritage Area;

(3) consider the interests of diverse units of
government, businesses, organizations, and indi-
viduals in the National Heritage Area in the
preparation and implementation of the manage-
ment plan;

(4) conduct meetings open to the public not
less frequently than semiannually regarding the
development and implementation of the manage-
ment plan;

(5) for any year that Federal funds have been
received under this Act—

(4) submit to the Secretary an annual report
that describes the activities, erpenses, and in-
come of the local coordinating entity (including
grants to any other entities during the year that
the report is made);

(B) make available to the Secretary for audit
all records relating to the expenditure of the
funds and any matching funds; and

(C) encourage by appropriate means economic
viability that is consistent with the National
Heritage Area.

(c) PROHIBITION ON THE ACQUISITION OF REAL
PROPERTY.—The local coordinating entity shall
not use Federal funds to acquire real property
or any interest in real property.

SEC. 5. MANAGEMENT PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years after
the date of enactment of this Act, the local co-
ordinating entity of the National Heritage Area
shall submit to the Secretary for approval a pro-
posed management plan for the National Herit-
age Area.

(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The management plan
shall—

(1) incorporate an integrated and cooperative
approach for the protection, enhancement, and
interpretation of the natural, cultural, historic,
scenic, and recreational resources of the Na-
tional Heritage Area;

(2) take into consideration Federal,
local, and Tribal plans and treaty rights;

(3) include—

(4) an inventory of—

State,
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(i) the resources located in the National Herit-
age Area; and

(ii) any other property in the National Herit-
age Area that—

(1) is related to the themes of the National
Heritage Area; and

(II) should be preserved, restored, managed, or
maintained because of the significance of the
property;

(B) comprehensive policies, strategies, and
recommendations for the conservation, funding,
management, and development of the National
Heritage Area;

(C) a description of activities that the Federal
Government, State, Tribal, and local govern-
ments, private organizations, and individuals
have agreed to carry out to protect the natural,
historical, cultural, scenic, and recreational re-
sources of the National Heritage Area;

(D) a program of implementation for the man-
agement plan by the local coordinating entity
that includes a description of—

(i) actions to facilitate ongoing collaboration
among partners to promote plans for resource
protection, restoration, and construction; and

(ii) specific commitments for implementation
that have been made by the local coordinating
entity or any unit of government, organization,
or individual for the first 5 years of operation;

(E) the identification of sources of funding for
carrying out the management plan;

(F) analysis and recommendations for means
by which Federal, State, local, and Tribal pro-
grams, including the role of the National Park
Service in the National Heritage Area, may best
be coordinated to carry out this Act; and

(G) an interpretive plan for the National Her-
itage Area; and

(4) recommend policies and strategies for re-
source management that consider and detail the
application of appropriate land and water man-
agement techniques, including the development
of intergovernmental and interagency coopera-
tive agreements to protect the natural, histor-
ical, cultural, educational, scenic, and rec-
reational resources of the National Heritage
Area.

(c) DEADLINE.—If a proposed management
plan is not submitted to the Secretary by the
date that is 3 years after the date of enactment
of this Act, the local coordinating entity shall be
ineligible to receive additional funding under
this Act until the date on which the Secretary
approves the management plan.

(d) APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL OF MANAGE-
MENT PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of receipt of the management plan
under this section, the Secretary, in consulta-
tion with State and Tribal governments, shall
approve or disapprove the management plan.

(2) CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL.—In determining
whether to approve the management plan, the
Secretary shall consider whether—

(4) the local coordinating entity is representa-
tive of the diverse interests of the National Her-
itage Area, including the Federal, State, Tribal,
and local governments, natural and historic re-
source protection organizations, educational in-
stitutions, businesses, and recreational organi-
zations;

(B) the local coordinating entity has afforded
adequate opportunity, including public hear-
ings, for public and governmental involvement
in the preparation of the management plan; and

(C) the resource protection and interpretation
strategies contained in the management plan, if
implemented, would adequately protect the nat-
ural, historical, and cultural resources of the
National Heritage Area.

(3) ACTION FOLLOWING DISAPPROVAL.—If the
Secretary disapproves the management plan
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(A) advise the local coordinating entity in
writing the reasons for the disapproval;

(B) make recommendations for revisions to the
management plan; and

(C) not later than 180 days after the receipt of
any proposed revision of the management plan
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from the local coordinating entity, approve or
disapprove the proposed revision.

(4) AMENDMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall approve
or disapprove each amendment to the manage-
ment plan that the Secretary determines make a
substantial change to the management plan.

(B) USE OF FUNDS.—The local coordinating
entity shall not use Federal funds to carry out
any amendment to the management plan until
the date on which the Secretary has approved
the amendment.

SEC. 6. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FEDERAL
AGENCIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act affects
the authority of a Federal agency to provide
technical or financial assistance under any
other law.

(b) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—The
head of any Federal agency planning to con-
duct activities that may have an impact on the
National Heritage Area is encouraged to consult
and coordinate the activities with the Secretary
and the local coordinating entity to the max-
imum extent practicable.

(¢c) OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Nothing in
this Act—

(1) modifies, alters, or amends any law or reg-
ulations authoricing a Federal agency to man-
age Federal land under the jurisdiction of the
Federal agency;

(2) limits the discretion of a Federal land
manager to implement an approved land use
plan within the boundaries of the National Her-
itage Area; or

(3) modifies, alters, or amends any authorized
use of Federal land under the jurisdiction of a
Federal agency.

SEC. 7. PRIVATE PROPERTY AND REGULATORY
PROTECTIONS.

Nothing in this Act—

(1) abridges the rights of any property owner
(whether public or private), including the right
to refrain from participating in any plan,
project, program, or activity conducted within
the National Heritage Area;

(2) requires any property owner—

(A4) to permit public access (including access
by Federal, State, or local agencies) to the prop-
erty of the property owner; or

(B) to modify public access or use of property
of the property owner under any other Federal,
State, or local law;

(3) alters any duly adopted land use regula-
tion, approved land use plan, or other regu-
latory authority of any Federal, State, Tribal,
or local agency;

(4) conveys any land use or other regulatory
authority to the local coordinating entity;

(5) authorizes or implies the reservation or ap-
propriation of water or water vights;

(6) enlarges or diminishes the treaty rights of
any Indian Tribe within the National Heritage
Area;

(7) diminishes—

(A4) the authority of the State to manage fish
and wildlife, including the regulation of fishing
and hunting, within the National Heritage
Area; or

(B) the authority of Indian Tribes to regulate
members of Indian Tribes with respect to fish-
ing, hunting, and gathering in the exercise of
treaty rights; or

(8) creates any liability, or affects any liabil-
ity under any other law, of any private property
owner with respect to any person injured on the
private property.

SEC. 8. EVALUATION AND REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For the National Heritage
Area, not later than 3 years before the date
specified under section 9, the Secretary shall—

(1) conduct an evaluation of the accomplish-
ments of the National Heritage Area; and

(2) prepare a report in accordance with sub-
section (c).

(b) EVALUATION.—An evaluation conducted
under subsection (a)(1) shall—
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(1) assess the progress of the local coordi-
nating entity with respect to—

(A) accomplishing the purposes of the Na-
tional Heritage Area; and

(B) achieving the goals and objectives of the
approved management plan for the National
Heritage Area;

(2) analyze the investments of the Federal
Government, State, Tribal, and local govern-
ments, and private entities in the National Her-
itage Area to determine the impact of the invest-
ments; and

(3) review the management structure, partner-
ship relationships, and funding of the National
Heritage Area for purposes of identifying the
critical components for sustainability of the Na-
tional Heritage Area.

(¢c) REPORT.—Based on the evaluation con-
ducted under subsection (a)(1), the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of
Representatives a report that includes rec-
ommendations for the future role of the Na-
tional Park Service, if any, with respect to the
National Heritage Area.

SEC. 9. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.

The authority of the Secretary to provide as-
sistance under this Act terminates on the date
that is 15 years after the date of enactment of
this Act.

BIKING ON LONG-DISTANCE TRAILS ACT
H.R. 6337

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
Long-Distance Trails Act’’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FEDERAL RECREATIONAL LANDS.—The term
‘““Federal recreational lands’’ has the meaning
given the term ‘‘Federal recreational lands and
waters’ in section 802(5) of the Federal Lands
Recreation Enhancement Act (16 U.S.C. 6801(5)).

(2) LONG-DISTANCE BIKE TRAIL—The term
“long-distance bike trail’” means a continuous
route, consisting of 1 or more trails or rights-of-
way, that—

(A) is not less than 80 miles in length;

(B) primarily makes use of dirt or natural sur-
face trails;

(C) may require connections along paved or
other improved roads;

(D) does mnot include Federal recreational
lands where mountain biking or related activi-
ties are mnot consistent with management re-
quirements for those Federal recreational lands;
and

(E) to the maximum extent practicable, makes
use of trails and roads that were on Federal rec-
reational lands on or before the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(3) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries’
means the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, acting jointly.

(4) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Sec-
retary concerned’’ means the following:

(A) The Secretary of the Interior, with respect
to Federal recreational lands under the jurisdic-
tion of that Secretary.

(B) The Secretary of Agriculture, with respect
to Federal recreational lands under the jurisdic-
tion of that Secretary.

SEC. 3. LONG-DISTANCE BIKE TRAILS ON FED-
ERAL RECREATIONAL LANDS.

(a)  IDENTIFICATION  OF  LONG-DISTANCE
TRAILS.—Not later than 18 months after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secre-
taries shall identify—

(1) not fewer than 10 long-distance bike trails
that make use of trails and roads in existence on
the date of the enactment of this Act; and

(2) not fewer than 10 areas in which there is
an opportunity to develop or complete a trail
that would qualify as a long-distance bike trail.

“Biking on
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(b) PUBLIC COMMENT.—The Secretaries shall—

(1) develop a process to allow members of the
public to comment regarding the identification
of trails and areas under subsection (a); and

(2) consider the identification, development,
and completion of long-distance bike trails in a
geographically equitable manner.

(c) MAPS, SIGNAGE, AND PROMOTIONAL MATE-
RIALS.—For any long-distance bike trail identi-
fied under subsection (a), the Secretary con-
cerned may—

(1) publish and distribute maps, install sign-
age, and issue promotional materials;, and

(2) coordinate with stakeholders to leverage
any non-Federal resources mnecessary for the
stewardship, development, or completion of
trails.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secre-
taries, in partnership with interested organiza-
tions, shall prepare and publish a report that
lists the trails identified under subsection (a),
including a summary of public comments re-
ceived in accordance with the process developed
under subsection (b).

(e) CONFLICT AVOIDANCE WITH OTHER USES.—
The Secretary concerned shall ensure that each
long-distance bike trail or area identified under
subsection (a)—

(1) does not conflict with—

(A) the uses, before the date of the enactment
of this Act, of any trail or road that is part of
that long-distance bike trail;

(B) multiple-use areas where biking, hiking,
horseback riding, or use by pack and saddle
stock are existing uses on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act;

(C) the purposes for which any trail was or is
established under the National Trails System
Act (16 U.S.C. 1241 et seq.); and

(D) any area managed under the Wilderness
Act (16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.); and

(2) complies with land use and management
plans of the Federal recreational lands that are
part of that long-distance bike trail.

GATEWAY SOLIDARITY ACT
H.R. 7002

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Gateway Soli-
darity Act”.

SEC. 2. ILLUMINATION OF THE GATEWAY ARCH IN
SUPPORT OF UKRAINE.

To show support and solidarity with the
Ukrainian people, the Secretary of the Interior
shall illuminate the Gateway Arch in St. Louis,
Missouri, by blue and yellow lights—

(4) in 2022, within 15 days following enact-
ment of this act, for no fewer than 5 consecutive
days, and

(B) annually on August 24, in recognition of
Ukrainian Independence Day, until the Presi-
dent reports to Congress that the government of
the Russian Federation has ceased its desta-
bilizing activities with respect to the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Ukraine.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1232, the or-
dering of the yeas and nays on post-
poned motions to suspend the rules
with respect to such measures is va-
cated to the end that all such motions
are considered as withdrawn.

The question is on the motion offered
by the gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bills.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

———

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2023

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 8294.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1232 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 8294.

The Chair appoints the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Ms. MANNING) to
preside over the Committee of the
Whole.

OJ 1329
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 8294)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing
and Urban Development, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2023, and for other purposes,
with Ms. MANNING in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.

General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Appropriations or
their respective designees.

The gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO) and the gentlewoman
from Texas (Ms. GRANGER) each will
control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Connecticut.
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Ms. DELAURO. Madam Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Over this last year, Congress began
to restore our investments after the
years of disinvestment that working
families, the middle class, and vulner-
able people believe was wrong. Spend-
ing has favored the biggest corpora-
tions and special interests, which got
heard first in Washington. But hard-
working Americans are still paying
high taxes and have not seen a pay in-
crease in years.

The spike in the cost of living, gas
prices, and rent are blows to so many.
That has guided our priorities, and it
has guided these bills.
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In the Appropriations Committee, we
were determined to put together bills
that ensure we offset the rise in prices
produced by blocked supply chains, the
greed of oil companies, and the Russian
invasion of Ukraine.

H.R. 8294, the package of the six 2023
appropriations bills before us, provides
the critical funding America needs. In-
stead of catering to big corporations
and the wealthy, we uphold our com-
mitment with this legislation that
helps lower the cost of living, creates
American jobs, gives working families
a better shot, and supports small busi-
nesses. As we do so, we tackle our Na-
tion’s and the world’s toughest crises.

We reach some of our most vulner-
able Americans by funding the pro-
grams that keep roofs over the heads of
millions and keep food on the tables of
millions more. We strengthen nutrition
assistance through WIC, food stamps,
and child nutrition programs like
school meals. We increase access to af-
fordable housing with rental assistance
programs and improve the safety and
living conditions of those in public
housing. We also expand opportunities
for families with support for homeown-
ership programs.

These bills help invigorate rural
communities as we expand broadband,
strengthen water programs in rural
areas, and invest in single-family home
loans.

We support Native Americans and
honor the Federal Government’s re-
sponsibilities to Native families by in-
vesting in strong and resilient Tribal
communities, including through hous-
ing, education, and healthcare pro-
grams.

We also transform the ways we meet
the needs of our veterans, who deserve
and who have earned our support, in-
cluding the 9.2 million veterans who
rely on the VA for their healthcare, by
increasing funding for medical pro-
grams. For the first time ever, we put
VA medical care into its own funding
category so that funding for veterans
does not have to compete with other
critical programs.

Supporting those who protect us also
means protecting servicemembers and
their families and communities all
over our Nation. We invest in our na-
tional security and improve our mili-
tary readiness through robust invest-
ments in critical military installations
at home and abroad and in the well-
being of our servicemembers and their
families.

At the same time, we also make our
communities safer by supporting vic-
tims while fighting crime, violence,
and corruption.

This package strengthens our capac-
ity to work for all Americans. We en-
sure the IRS has the resources to crack
down on big corporations and the
wealthy who do not pay their fair share
and provide better customer service to
families navigating the tax system. We
protect consumers with more funding
for critical consumer protection agen-
cies by strengthening our food safety
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