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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Stated for:

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, on rollcall No.
363, | mistakenly voted “no” when | intended

to vote “yes”.

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, Had | been
present | would have voted “yea” on rolicall

No. 363.
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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 8167

Mr.

CARTER of Georgia.

Madam

Speaker, I hereby remove my name as
cosponsor of H.R. 8167.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
STANSBURY). The gentleman’s request

is accepted.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE JODY HICE, MEMBER OF
CONGRESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JoDY
HICE, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, July 14, 2022.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I am writing today
in compliance with Rule VIII, Paragraph 2(a)
of the Rules of the House of Representatives.
Upholding my responsibilities as a member
of this legislative body, I am communicating
to you that I have been requested to testify
before the Fulton County, Georgia special
purpose grand jury on July 19, 2022. Addition-
ally, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1442(a)(1), I will be
asking for removal to the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Northern District of Geor-
gia.

Nothing in this notice should be ‘‘con-
strued to deprive, condition, or waive the
constitutional or legal privileges or rights
applicable or available at any time to a
Member[.]”’ (See Paragraph 4 of Rule VIII of
the Rules of the House of Representatives.)
Any additional questions you have can be
submitted to my attorneys, Chris Gober
(cg@gobergroup.com or 512-354-1783), Loree
Anne Paradise (lap@gobergroup.com or 912—
245-0212), or Josh Howard (jhoward@ghz-
law.com or 919-599-2168).

Sincerely,
JoDY HICE,
Member of Congress.

———

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I rise
for the purpose of inquiring to the
House majority whip the schedule for
next week.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. CLY-
BURN), the majority whip of the House.

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

On Monday, the House will meet at 12
p.m. for morning hour and 2 p.m. for
legislative business, with votes post-
poned until 6:30 p.m.

On Tuesday and Wednesday, the
House will meet at 10 a.m. for morning
hour and 12 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

On Thursday, the House will meet at
9 a.m. for legislative business.

Next week, the House will begin our
work to advance appropriations bills to
fund the government for fiscal year
2023 and consider H.R. 8294, a minibus
package of Transportation and Housing
and Urban Development; Agriculture
and Rural Development; Energy and
Water Development; Financial Services
and General Government; Interior and
Environment; and Military Construc-
tion and Veterans Affairs.

The House will also consider Rep-
resentative KATHY MANNING’s H.R. 8373,
the Right to Contraception Act, which
will protect in Federal statute the
rights enshrined in Griswold v. Con-
necticut and Eisenstadt v. Baird.

American women deserve to be able
to make decisions about their own bod-
ies and their own lives, including
whether to become pregnant and have
children.

The House will consider bills under
suspension of the rules. A complete list
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of suspension bills will be announced
by the close of business today.

Additional legislative matters are
possible.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, 1
know this is a conversation I have had
for months with the majority leader as
we have talked about the concern over
high gas prices, and I notice that, on
the agenda that was listed, there are
no bills that would deal with the high
price of gasoline that families are
struggling under due to President
Biden’s many different actions he has
taken to shut down American energy.

Of course, as we know, the President
today is in Saudi Arabia, begging the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to produce
more oil, when we have been asking the
President to work with us to open up
American energy, which is abundant,
available, but, unfortunately, closed
for business.

Of course, we know during the cam-
paign, President Biden bragged that he
was going to shut down drilling, that
he was going to make it hard for the
energy companies to produce in Amer-
ica, and he has done that. The problem
is it has had devastating impacts on
families.

So, we brought forward a number of
bills, again, months ago. I have pre-
sented some of these to the majority
leader. He said he would look at them
and consider bringing some of them up.
I want to present a few of these to the
gentleman from South Carolina to see
if we can get consideration of some of
these bills next week at a time when
we just saw a report with 9.1 percent
inflation, the worst numbers in 40
years, in large part driven by the high
price of gasoline.
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We have bills to alleviate that prob-
lem that families are facing.

I will start with H.R. 7285, by Mr.
CARL. This is the Unleashing American
Energy Act that requires the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a minimum
number of oil and gas lease sales so
that we can get back to producing
more energy here.

H.R. 7292, by GARRET GRAVES, the Se-
curing American Energy and Investing
in Resiliency Act: This requires the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct all
oil and gas lease sales that, under cur-
rent law, he is supposed to be doing.
The President is not in compliance
with existing law on that.

H.R. 7293, the Energy Permitting Cer-
tainty Act, by Ms. HERRELL: This re-
quires the Secretary of the Interior to
process applications for a permit to
drill. It doesn’t tell the Secretary what
determination they have to give, but it
gives them a shot clock, just like they
give to businesses. When they tell a
business that they have to give an an-
swer on something, it is by a certain
date. Yet, when the applications are
submitted, the agency just ignores it,
just doesn’t do their job. Let’s get an
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answer, yes or no. Let’s get an answer
and back it up with facts. That is what
this bill requires.

H.R. 7298, the Promoting Energy
Independence and Transparency Act,
by Mr. MOORE from Utah: This requires
the Secretary of the Interior to submit
a report on expressions of interest in
applications of permits to drill and re-
quires the publication of data on ex-
pressions of interest in applications of
permits to drill.

H.R. 7304, the Restore Onshore En-
ergy Production Act, by Mr.
ROSENDALE: This requires the Sec-
retary of the Interior to immediately
resume onshore oil and gas lease sales.
Let us have an opportunity to utilize
our natural resources to lower the
price of gas.

H.R. 7561, the Protecting American
Energy Production Act, by Mr. DUN-
CAN: This prohibits any declaration of a
moratorium on the use of hydraulic
fracturing, which, again, has been a
threat by this administration on a very
efficient, clean source of energy that
America could produce but, right now,
is being dramatically limited.

Finally, H.R. 1616, the Promoting
Interagency Coordination for Review of
Natural Gas Pipelines Act, by Mr. BUR-
GESS: This provides for Federal and
State agency coordination in the ap-
proval of certain authorizations under
the Natural Gas Act for the critical in-
frastructure of pipelines to move en-
ergy throughout America so we don’t
have to get it from tankers, from for-
eign countries, many of them hostile to
America.

I would be happy to yield to see if we
could get some consideration next
week of some of those bills, if not all.

Mr. CLYBURN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. I assure you that
we will get to discuss and debate and
hopefully pass all of these bills at the
appropriate time.

However, I am sure the gentleman is
aware that Russia’s war against
Ukraine is driving up prices all over
the world—Putin’s price hike.

Three weeks ago, the price of crude
oil was trading at $115.25 per barrel. It
closed yesterday at $96.47 a barrel, a
decrease of $18.78 per barrel, or a de-
crease of 16 percent in almost a month.

The average price for gasoline, a gal-
lon of gas, last month was $5.01. It is
now $4.57. It decreased 44 cents, or a de-
crease of 8 percent, in a month. Funny
how that works.

Cuts at the pump are half that of the
price of crude, and we are shocked to
know that major oil companies are
raking in record profits.

The House passed the Lower Food
and Fuel Costs Act, which will help
ease inflation, which the gentleman
voted against and quipped against.
This bill helps Americans save money
at the gas pump by promoting local, re-
newable energy production, and it also
expands access to E15.

The House also passed the Consumer
Fuel Price Gouging Prevention Act to
prevent all corporations from
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prioritizing profits instead of increas-
ing supply. It empowers the FTC to
crack down on oil companies that ex-
cessively overcharge their consumers
for gas just to boost their bottom line.

The President has released historic
amounts from our Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, a million gallons a day, and
expanded access to cheaper E15 gas
across the Midwest, among other steps
to bring down energy prices.

The Biden administration has ap-
proved more drilling permits on public
lands in 2021 than the previous admin-
istration did each year during the first
3 years in office, 2017, 2018, and 2019.

The Biden administration is also
working with our allies and partners
around the world to implement a price
cap on Russian oil so that we can con-
tinue to inflict pain on Putin while
minimizing the pain at the pump.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, if the
gentleman is interested in inflicting
pain on Putin, then pass these bills.
These bills will take away all of
Putin’s leverage. The only reason
Vladimir Putin has any leverage over
America and Europe is because Presi-
dent Biden shut down American en-
ergy.

Again, each of these bills addresses
different components of President
Biden’s attack on American energy. It
has been a very direct assault on Amer-
ican energy on many different fronts.
These lay out all of those things.

You can have all the leases in the
world, but if the administration won’t
give permits to actually execute the
lease to do seismic, to build pipelines
50 you can actually move the resource,
to drill in new areas while the resource
is being depleted in other areas, then
you don’t have an ability to secure
America’s future. It results in the
President going hat in hand to foreign
countries like Saudi Arabia.

I would just point out that I know
the President likes talking about car-
bon emissions a lot. It is a 5,700-mile
trek to Saudi Arabia, and I would
imagine he is going to come back
home. That is more than 11,000 miles
on Air Force One. If you notice the pic-
ture, there are no solar panels on the
wings of Air Force One. It is jet fuel
that actually gets it from here to there
and back with the President and his
staff. You could save all 11,000 miles
and the entire carbon footprint of that
trip by staying here in America. I rec-
ommend going to a place like Port
Fourchon in south Louisiana where
they produce energy cleaner, cheaper,
and with American jobs.

By the way, as States drill, they get
revenue sharing. They would actually
be able to use that investment to lower
prices at the pump and to help Amer-
ican families.

If you think about where the price is
today, whether it is $5.20 or $4.80—of
course, it continues to go back and
forth in a very high range—it is all
double, more than double, what it was
2 years ago.

What that means is that people who
are filling up are looking at the bottom
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line. They are looking at the fact that
it is costing them over $150 to fill their
car today when it cost them maybe $70
2 years ago if they can afford to fill it
up all the way.

We are seeing a trend right now
where many families can’t even get it
to full. They might have to go only
halfway because they can’t afford the
full price. Their credit cards get maxed
out before then because if they are fill-
ing up to go to the grocery store, they
are also paying double-digit increases
for everything they are buying there
because of the spending-induced infla-
tion.

I suggest if we want to send a mes-
sage to Putin, no better way to do it
than to cut him off at the knees in his
ability to hold leverage over America
and Europe by producing more here in
America.

If we produce it in America, cartels
can’t control the price. Putin can’t
control the price. We can meet all of
our needs and help our allies around
the world so that Putin has no leverage
over anybody.

The only person giving Putin lever-
age today is President Biden by allow-
ing all these limitations on American
energy production that these bills will
remove. These bills will help America
get back to energy independence by
unleashing all of those different
leverages, those different inhibitions,
the prohibitions that President Biden
has put on our energy.

Again, if he was against all fossil
fuels, maybe there would be a consist-
ency in policy, but he is only against
American fossil fuels. He will travel
5,700 miles to beg Saudi to produce oil
that he won’t allow our own producers
here in America to produce. I think
that is what has Americans irate the
most.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. CLYBURN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

I think the gentleman is well aware
that the President has certain authori-
ties that he can use, and he is using
them. The oil companies have certain
responsibilities, and the question is
whether or not they are living up to
their responsibilities.

I know the gentleman is as aware as
I am of all the permits out there that
are not being utilized. Of course, we are
at the mercy of those corporate deci-
sions. Hopefully, they will be made in
due course and in such a way that
would bring relief to the American peo-
ple.

I suspect the consideration of all
those bills that you are discussing will
be taken up by the leader at the time
that he considers to be appropriate. I,
along with the gentleman, will con-
tinue to consult, and hopefully, we can
address all these issues in the very—
let’s just say shortly.

Mr. SCALISE. I appreciate that.
Hopefully, as I continue to have these
conversations with the leader, maybe
you and I could be whipping these bills
together. You would see an over-
whelming result and a quick reduction
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in the price at the pump that is hurt-
ing families.

One final question I want to raise to
the gentleman, and this came up yes-
terday or 2 days ago as we were having
a series of votes on the National De-
fense Authorization Act, as the gen-
tleman pointed out. Next week, we will
be bringing up some of the appropria-
tions bills, with still more to come
over the next few weeks. As we have
large numbers of amendments on
NDAA and appropriations, which is
typical for the process, to be able to go
back to 2-minute voting where we can
do our business not in 4 hours until 11
at night, but where we can actually be
more efficient at processing all the re-
quests that Members have to get a vote
on different issues.

We have continued to push to end
proxy voting. Again, you have seen
most of the country already get there.
Most of the country is getting back to
work.

Airplanes, finally, you don’t have to
wear masks anymore. People are trav-
eling internationally again. People are
opening up their offices again to get
workers in the office.

Congress, frankly, should be leading,
not lagging, on this. But if we got rid
of proxy voting, we could get back next
week to 2-minute votes and be much
more effective and efficient in doing
our jobs here in Congress.

Is that something that the majority
would consider, especially looking at
six different appropriations bills, which
I am sure will yield hundreds of amend-
ments that would be debated and voted
on, on this floor?

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. CLYBURN. Thank you for yield-
ing.

As the gentleman knows, proxy vot-
ing has been utilized by both sides of
the aisle. I admit it can be a very cum-
bersome process here on the floor, but
we all utilize it. It is done because it
serves a very valuable purpose for this
institution.

We have made great strides in miti-
gating the harm of the coronavirus
pandemic through vaccines and treat-
ments, but as we both know, the dis-
ease continues to spread in both of our
home States.

We are hearing numbers that are
very concerning. In just this week of
this session alone, I know of several
Members who have tested positive for
COVID and are, therefore, isolating.

These Members can still participate
in the process and represent their con-
stituents by using the proxy vote. Of
course, having the proxy vote and hav-
ing 2-minute votes doesn’t seem a pret-
ty efficient process to me. We are hav-
ing a hard time getting it done during
5 minutes.

We just had several 5-minute votes,
and I saw on my friend’s side of the
aisle about 15 people still lined up after
the time has expired.

Both of us are being disadvantaged
and inconvenienced by this process, but
I think it is something that we have to
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do. I don’t know how we could be effi-
cient in this operation with 2-minute
voting.

I will pass that along to the leader
and hope that he will keep in mind
that coronavirus is still here with us,
as the gentleman knows.

We serve together on the coronavirus
select subcommittee, and we are con-
fronted with issues that still concern
the American people. I think that we
have to keep all of that in mind as we
try to carry out the people’s business.
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Mr. SCALISE. I appreciate that. I
will share—and if the gentleman want-
ed to share as well with the majority
leader—our side stands ready and
strongly encourages the complete
elimination of proxy voting. We could
absolutely get back to 2-minute voting
with that. It is not a partisan issue.

You can look across the Capitol, in
the United States Senate they have
never utilized proxy voting. They con-
tinue to do their work. It is, of course,
controlled by Democrats over there.
They represent the same States that
we represent. They managed to do
their business without proxy voting so
that everybody has to show up to do
their job.

This time is no different than any
other time in our Nation’s history.
There are some people who get ill;
there are some people who have sur-
geries; there are some people who just
have other things maybe with their
family that takes them away. That is
something that we all accommodate,
we all recognize as a condition of doing
a job that actually requires interaction
with other people. The Senate has
managed to do it without proxy voting;
we would just urge that the House em-
brace that same approach. We will con-
tinue to push for that, which would
allow us to do things like 2-minute vot-
ing.

Unless the gentleman has anything
else, I am prepared to yield back.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

—————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
VINCENT RANGEL

(Mr. GARCIA of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in celebration of
the life of a friend and an outstanding
Chicagoan, Vincent ‘“Vince’ Rangel.

Vince was an immigrant from Mexico
who proudly chose to serve his country
during the Vietnam war as a member
of the U.S. Army, accumulating a long
list of decorations, including a Purple
Heart, a Bronze Star Medal, the Viet-
nam Service Medal, and many more.

Vince later served in numerous vet-
erans’ organizations in Illinois, becom-
ing a leading advocate for enhanced be-
havioral health services for veterans.

His service to our community in-
cluded his work in support of small
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business as president of the Mexican-
American Chamber of Commerce of Il-
linois and as board member of the U.S.-
Hispanic Chamber.

Vince never forgot his roots, serving
as president of the Mexican Civic Soci-
ety of Illinois, helping to promote
Mexican history and culture.

My wife, Evelyn, and I send his
daughters, Veronica and Jennifer, and
his beloved grandchildren, Juan Diego
and Victoria, our most sincere condo-
lences.

—————

CONGRATULATING KIRKLEY
THOMAS ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise to
wish a happy retirement to Kirkley
Thomas, the vice president of govern-
ment affairs for Arkansas Electric Co-
operatives, Inc.

Early in his career, Kirkley served as
a professional staff member in the
United States Senate and subsequently
worked for the Arkansas Economic De-
velopment Commission. Mr. Thomas
accepted his leadership post at Arkan-
sas Electric Cooperatives and served
for 8V years.

His service to our State and his con-
tributions to the important progress in
building badly needed infrastructure
for power and broadband services is
deeply appreciated. Our families have
benefited by his leadership.

Madam Speaker, I thank Kirkley
Thomas for his years of service, and I
wish him a very happy retirement.

FIGHTING FOR REPRODUCTIVE
RIGHTS

(Ms. BROWNLEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. BROWNLEY. Madam Speaker,
recently the Supreme Court took an
unprecedented, deeply disappointing,
and ideologically driven action to over-
turn Roe v. Wade.

This is a targeted attack on Ameri-
cans’ rights to make decisions for their
bodies, their lives, and their future.

This decision sets a very dangerous
precedent for our Nation’s highest
court and is the result of a premedi-
tated agenda from radical conserv-
atives to dismantle access to com-
prehensive reproductive care.

The decision to have an abortion is a
deeply personal one, one that should be
made between a patient and their doc-
tor, not by politically motivated judges
or politicians.

Roe offered Americans protections
from the unsolicited belief systems and
the ideologies of others being imposed
on them and their personal healthcare
decisions.

I am committed to continuing to
work alongside House Democrats and
President Biden in the fight for repro-
ductive freedom and reproductive jus-
tice and the right to abortion across
the United States.
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