June 24, 2022

There are 21 Asian Members. Before the
Voting Rights Act became law, there
were four. In 2022, there are 21. Before
the Voting Rights Act, there were four
Latino Members. In 2022, there are 52.
The Voting Rights Act has afforded op-
portunities that were not there prior to
Bloody Sunday.

There were six Black Members in
1965. In 2022, there are 61 Black Mem-
bers. I am proud to be one of them—=61.
I would daresay that but for the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, I would not be one
of the 61. The Voting Rights Act of 1965
has made a difference in the com-
plexion of Congress. There were thir-
teen women in 1965. In 2022 there are
151 women.

You see, Mr. Speaker, when the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 made it possible
for African Americans to have these
opportunities, it did open the door for
others as well. It opened the door for
people of color. They were not the
slaves that benefited from the 13th
Amendment, but they were people who
benefited from the Voting Rights Act
of 1965.

It also provided people in my con-
gressional district to have a ballot
printed in more than one language.
Houston is a polyglot city. Many lan-
guages are spoken. The ballot in the
Ninth Congressional District, where I
am fortunate enough to serve, is print-
ed in four different languages: English,
Spanish, Vietnamese, and Chinese. The
Voting Rights Act made that possible.
It has been reauthorized and amended
such that language has been made a
part of the Voting Rights Act giving
people the opportunity to simply vote
in a language that they understand.
Some people would say: Well, they
should all speak English.

Well, there are some Native Alaskans
who don’t necessarily find English as
their native tongue. They are citizens.
They ought to be able to vote. They are
people who acquired citizenship and
speak another language. They speak
English well enough to have the kinds
of conversations that can help in your
daily life, but when you are casting a
vote for President of the United States
or some other public office such as
judgeships, it would serve people well
to be able to do this with the language
they are most comfortable with. Hence,
we have the ballot in these four lan-
guages.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 has
made, and continues to make, a dif-
ference notwithstanding the fact that a
significant portion of it has been evis-
cerated. We still have section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act to help prevent in-
vidious discrimination that Texas is
known for, by the way. Texas is the
home of invidious discrimination.
Texas has twice left its place in coun-
tries where slavery was not acceptable.
Rather than remain, Texas has se-
ceded. Texas left Mexico because of
slavery, and Texas left the TUnited
States because of slavery. So the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965 has made a dif-
ference.
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But the State of Texas through many
of its agents, and especially those asso-
ciated with the cult of Trump—for-
merly known as the GOP, the Grand
0Old Party—many of those agents would
repeal the Voting Rights Act which
would make a great difference in who
speaks at this microphone and who
walks the Halls of Congress.

It seems that in Texas if you can’t
conform with the law or you don’t
want to, then you just simply change
the law.
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And that is what they seek to do
now, to change the law, rather than
allow the diversity to exist that we
currently see. They would change the
law and roll back the clock; and I as-
sure you, the diversity that we cur-
rently experience would cease to exist.

So I am here to say that the Voting
Rights Act of 19656 must be reauthor-
ized. It must be.

I understand that the Supreme Court
seems to be hostile to the rights of mi-
norities, hostile to the rights of
women. My dear friend, Ms. OCASIO-
CORTEZ, spoke quite eloquently on the
subject.

I indicated that this was my last
topic, as it relates to the cult in Texas,
but I do have to confess that in Texas,
the former GOP, now the cult of
Trump, bans abortions, or would ban
abortions—this is what they codified
and published—would ban abortion
from the moment of fertilization. That
means that there would be no legal
abortions in Texas from the moment of
fertilization.

I do have sympathy for women who
are raped. There would be no options,
from the moment of fertilization. It ap-
pears, at least to some, that this would
also mean, even if the mother’s life is
in question. This is as draconian as a
law can be.

Women should have the right to
choose. It is their body. I can have
opinions, but they have to deal with
the reality. And it is not an easy re-
ality for many women to confront.

So this is something they should
have the opportunity to talk about
with their most trusted confidantes
and make hard choices. I don’t wish
the choice upon anyone, but I do think
that women ought to have that choice.

And my hope is that, as I indicated
earlier, I live long enough to see a Su-
preme Court that will realize that Roe
v. Wade—the decision in Roe v. Wade
was a decision that gave women the op-
portunity to make choices that only
they should have the opportunity to
make.

Mr. Speaker, these are some very dif-
ficult times. I see many people cele-
brating. But I also know that when I
called a friend to discuss this, there
were many tears being shed. And not
everybody is happy today. For many
people, this is a very dark day in the
life of our country.

Just yesterday, or the day before—
the days run together sometimes when
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you are up late—the Supreme Court
ruled that you can carry your gun
openly, notoriously.

I don’t want to live in a world where
my safety is dependent upon my having
an automatic Kalashnikov model 47, or
some replica of an AR-15. I don’t want
my safety to depend upon my being—
having the quickest draw. I don’t want
to resolve my disputes with a gun.

I just think this is a very difficult
time for us. And my prayer is that we
will have persons in the Senate who
will understand that there is little
time left for us to make a difference.

We have the House, meaning Demo-
crats. We have the Senate, and we have
the Presidency. There is just little
time left. But there is enough time left
for us to make a difference if we choose
to.

And my prayer is that those Senators
will understand that either we take up
our agenda now, or we risk not having
the opportunity to take it up within
the foreseeable future. That is what we
risk.

I hope that they will see that now is
the time to deal with a woman’s right
to choose. The legislation is there.

Now is the time to deal with gun
safety laws that can prevent 18-year-
olds from having weapons of war.

Now is the time to take up voting
rights, so that all persons will have an
equal opportunity to serve.

Now is the time to take up an agenda
that will make America the beautiful a
more beautiful America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
SERGEANT AT ARMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Sergeant at Arms of
the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE SERGEANT AT ARMS,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 23, 2022.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to section
3(s) of House Resolution 8, following con-
sultation with the Office of Attending Physi-
cian, I write to provide you further notifica-
tion that the public health emergency due to
the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 remains
in effect.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM J. WALKER,
Sergeant at Arms.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces the extension, pursu-
ant to section 3 of House Resolution 8,
and effective June 29, 2022, of the ‘‘cov-
ered period” designated on January 4,
2021.
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ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until 9 a.m. on Tuesday, June 28, 2022.

Thereupon (at 2 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Tuesday, June
28, 2022, at 9 a.m.

———————

OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION

Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol-
lowing Member executed the oath for
access to classified information:

Mayra Flores

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC—4427. A letter from the President and
Chair of the Board of Directors, Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States, transmitting
transactions pursuant to section 2(b)(3) of
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, pursu-
ant to 12 U.S.C. 635(b)(3); July 31, 1945, ch.
341, Sec. 2 (as added by Public Law 102-266,
Sec. 102); (106 Stat. 95); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

EC—4428. A letter from the President and
Chair of the Board of Directors, Export-Im-
port Bank of the United States, transmitting
transactions pursuant to section 2(b)(3) of
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, pursu-
ant to 12 U.S.C. 635(b)(3); July 31, 1945, ch.
341, Sec. 2 (as added by Public Law 102-266,
Sec. 102); (106 Stat. 95); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

EC—4429. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: DDTC 22-010; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-4430. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: DDTC 21-085; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-4431. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: DDTC 21-026; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC—4432. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: DDTC 20-077; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-4433. A letter from the Senior Bureau
Official, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department
Notification Number: DDTC 22-004; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. MCGOVERN: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 1204. A resolution pro-
viding for consideration of the Senate
amendments to the House amendment to the
bill (S. 2938) to designate the United States
Courthouse and Federal Building located at
111 North Adams Street in Tallahassee, Flor-
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ida, as the ‘‘Joseph Woodrow Hatchett
United States Courthouse and Federal Build-
ing”’, and for other purposes; providing for
consideration of the Senate amendment to
the House amendment to the bill (S. 2089) to
amend the Families First Coronavirus Re-
sponse Act to extend child nutrition waiver
authority, and for other purposes; relating to
consideration of the Senate amendment to
the bill (H.R. 4346) making appropriations for
Legislative Branch for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2022, and for other purposes;
and for other purposes (Rept. 117-385). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar.

Mr. BEYER: Joint Economic Committee.
Report of the Joint Economic Committee on
the 2022 Economic Report of the President
(Rept. 117-386). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. DEUTCH: Committee on Ethics. In the
Matter of Allegations Relating to Delegate
Michael F.Q. San Nicolas (Rept. 117-387). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar.

Ms. McCOLLUM: Committee on Appropria-
tions. H.R. 8236. A bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of Defense for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2023, and for
other purposes (Rept. 117-388). Referred to
the Committee of the Whole House on the
state of the Union.

Mr. RYAN: Committee on Appropriations.
H.R. 8237. A bill making appropriations for
the Legislative Branch for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2023, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 117-389). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Ms. DELAURO: Committee on Appropria-
tions. Report on the Suballocation of Budget
Allocations for Fiscal Year 2023 (Rept. 117-
390). Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

————————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. PALMER:

H.R. 8221. A bill to amend the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to require
States to submit a report to the Election As-
sistance Commission that includes informa-
tion with respect to the voter list mainte-
nance activities of the State, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on House Admin-
istration.

By Mr. PALMER:

H.R. 8222. A bill to amend the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to eliminate
reliance on the change of address informa-
tion provided by the United States Postal
Service for the purpose of removing ineli-
gible voters from the official list of voters in
a State, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

By Mr. PALMER (for himself, Mr.
CRENSHAW, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. GOODEN of Texas, Mrs.
MCcCCLAIN, Mr. CAREY, Mr. MURPHY of
North Carolina, Mr. C. SCOTT FRANK-

LIN of Florida, Mr. CLYDE, Mr.
LUETKEMEYER, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr.
GIMENEZ, Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr.

MCcCLINTOCK, Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. TIF-
FANY, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr.
SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. GIBBS, Mr.
B1cGs, and Mr. WESTERMAN):

H.R. 8223. A bill to amend the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to permit a
State to include as part of the mail voter
registration form a requirement that appli-
cants provide proof of citizenship, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on House
Administration.
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By Mrs. BOEBERT (for herself, Mr.
ROSENDALE, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. GOH-
MERT, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. NEHLS, Mr.
B1GaGS, and Mr. PERRY):

H.R. 8224. A Dbill to require the Secretary of
the Interior to carry out certain offshore oil
and gas lease sales and finalize the next off-
shore oil and gas leasing program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. CAWTHORN:

H.R. 8225. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the treatment of an-
esthesiologist assistants in the Veterans
Health Administration of the Department of
Veterans Affairs; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Ms. CRAIG (for herself, Ms. McCoOL-
LUM, Mr. PHILLIPS, Ms. OMAR, Mr.
STAUBER, Mr. EMMER, and Mrs.
FISCHBACH):

H.R. 8226. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
236 Concord Exchange North in South Saint
Paul, Minnesota, as the ‘“‘Officer Leo Pavlak
Post Office Building’’; to the Committee on
Oversight and Reform.

By Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida (for
herself, Mr. Buck, Mr. CICILLINE, Mr.
GRIFFITH, Mr. NADLER, Mrs. BUSTOS,
and Ms. JAYAPAL):

H.R. 8227. A bill to limit the judicial en-
forceability of predispute nondisclosure and
nondisparagement contract clauses relating
to disputes involving sexual assault and sex-
ual harassment; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. GOSAR:

H.R. 8228. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to provide for punishment
for the knowing distribution of fentanyl, if
death results, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. MANNING (for herself, Ms.
MATSUI, and Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 8229. A bill to clarify the applicability
of certain parity provisions to mental health
and substance use disorder telehealth bene-
fits; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committees on
Education and Labor, and Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS (for herself,
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. VAN DREW,
Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. NEHLS, Mr.
MEIJER, Mr. UPTON, Mr. CAWTHORN,
and Mr. BENTZ):

H.R. 8230. A bill to terminate certain con-
tracts relating to the construction of the
border fence and to transfer unused border
fence material to the States along the south-
west border; to the Committee on Oversight
and Reform, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Homeland Security, and Armed Serv-
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. NEGUSE:

H.R. 8231. A bill to authorize a grant pro-
gram to support equitable access to postsec-
ondary STEM pathways; to the Committee
on Education and Labor.

By Mr. PERRY (for himself, Mr. TIF-
FANY, and Mr. DAVIDSON):

H.R. 8232. A bill to amend the Defense Pro-
duction Act of 1950 to provide that authority
under the Act can only be exercised during a
period in which Congress has formally de-
clared war, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services.
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