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an extra $100,000 or more per month. I
guess New York City isn’t the only
place Speaker PELOSI went on a spend-
ing spree last week.

As the sixth richest Member of Con-
gress, the Speaker might not be wor-
ried about this costly new program,
but American families should sweat it.
It comes as families are getting
crushed by the worst inflation in 40
years. It is insane.

It is also redundant. Members and
staff already have access to a congres-
sional gym for a membership fee. The
Peloton perk did not replace it. In-
stead, it duplicates it.

I would like to see any Democrat go
to their district, my district, anyone
else’s district and defend this; look
people straight in the face. I will tell
you what is happening in our district,
there are parents who are going to
eight or nine stores looking for baby
formula, paying for gas that you can
barely afford.

Instead of trying to help these strug-
gling families, Democrats are plun-
dering their pocketbooks to pay for
Pelosi’s Peloton membership.

You can’t image a more out-of-touch
party. This isn’t just an exception; it is
the rule in the Democratic conference.
Let me tell you something, Mr. Speak-
er. I actually heard your conference
chair, HAKEEM JEFFRIES, say—talking
about the Democrat agenda and saying
about gas prices: ‘“That issue hasn’t
come up in our conference.” It has
come up in every single American’s
kitchen table, but not in the Demo-
cratic conference.

Mr. Speaker, we also heard a Demo-
crat Member, Congresswoman PORTER,
who said: ‘““We aren’t seeing inflation in
the polls.” I am not sure what polls
they are taking that they think that
Peloton for Members and staff is going
to solve this problem.

In the Democratic conference nobody
talks about gas prices because they
haven’t heard about it. The polling
says inflation doesn’t come up. Yet, as
we speak, Democrats are pushing for
more reckless spending and higher
taxes that will only make this problem
worse.

Mr. Speaker, I remember sitting on
this floor, talking in this mike, warn-
ing the majority party, the Democrats,
if they went through with the reckless
spending of almost $2 trillion that in-
flation would come. The sad part, Mr.
Speaker, is that it wasn’t just the Re-
publicans warning you, it was Demo-
crats; those that had worked in the
Obama administration and the Biden
administration.

Lo and behold, what have we found,
Mr. Speaker? Inflation. They first want
to tell America, no, it is just tem-
porary. No, it is not. We now have the
former ex-Fed chair saying you are
going to get stagflation, just like in
the 1970s. Do you remember in the late
1970s when you couldn’t get gas on an
even day if your license plate ended in
an odd number? Now you don’t know if
you can afford it when you pull up.
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You don’t know if your credit card
goes high enough. You don’t know if
you have enough money to go. You are
filling it up because you are trying to
drive to find baby formula that the ad-
ministration knew about for a year and
did nothing about.

We have watched a Congress be so
partisan. We have watched a Wash-
ington with one-party rule and only
care about one person—themselves.
Their first bill was about changing
election law so they could dictate who
wins. Then when the polls were bad and
they were going to lose, they appointed
a political committee to go after their
political opponents.

That is all going to change in 174
days from now. That focus is going to
be on you, the American people. It is
not going to be more Pelotons for those
in Congress. It is not going to be wast-
ing your taxpayer money. It is not
going to be appointing committees and
not allowing the other side just to go
after your political opponents. It is
going to be focusing on America.

Do you know what the rise in gas
prices with this one-party rule has
done to America? It is costing every
family more than $2,000. The rising
prices are costing them an extra $5,000.
An open border is now costing the lives
of Americans.

Fentanyl is the number one cause of
death for Americans between the ages
of 18 and 45. I don’t know how that
doesn’t show up on their polls. Now
what do they want to do? They want to
lift title 42. It is not just Republicans
warning them, it is Democrats, who sat
as Secretaries of Homeland Security,
warned them not to do it.

I don’t know if they think it will
take the attention away from no baby
formula, can’t afford gas, inflation con-
tinuing to rise; but they think they are
doing all right.

We should reward staff and get them
a Peloton membership. Don’t just get
them any membership, get them the
VIP. They think it doesn’t cost you
anything because they take it to the
American taxpayer, the hardworking
taxpayer, to spend more of your
money. Just like they did with $2 tril-
lion. Just like they wanted to do more
with their Build Back Better.

Have they not learned enough? If you
go to their conferences, I am not sure
what they talk about. They say they
don’t bring up the gas price. They say
inflation doesn’t show up in the polls.
They are probably looking at more
perks and spending more tax dollars.
That day is ending soon and a new Con-
gress with a focus on the American
people and the future of America is
soon to come.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BEYER). Members are reminded to di-
rect their comments to the Chair,
please.

————

OPIOID CRISIS

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to express my greatest concern and the
urgency to act now to address our Na-
tion’s opioid crisis and drug overdoses.

At the height of the pandemic in 2020
we saw record numbers of overdoses
across the country, and in Michigan we
saw even more alarming rates. In 2020,
the opioid crisis claimed the loved ones
of over 2,400 Michiganders and commu-
nities like Ecorse, Michigan, in the
13th District, has seen the highest
overdose rates in our State.

The physical and mental health of
our communities are under siege. We
must do more and act with urgency to
save lives. Accessibility to preventive
treatments and resources for harm re-
duction is critical in keeping our com-
munities safe.

Also, we must not forget the impor-
tance of holding for-profit Big Pharma
companies accountable in fueling this
epidemic through the sale of higher
doses of opioids to our communities.
We must make the bold action to re-
move the stigma as well of this crisis,
create equitable treatment plans, and
expand access to harm reduction tools
for those who need help.

I applaud the administration for un-
derstanding the importance of this
issue, but our communities can’t wait
another year for a grant or another
study. We must hold the corporate
profiteers accountable and get the
boots on the ground to address this cri-
sis.

————
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RECOGNIZING THE ROANOKER
RESTAURANT

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize The Roanoker Restaurant,
an establishment so iconic it carries its
city’s namesake.

Opened in 1941 by Craft Warren, this
Roanoke staple has served as a gath-
ering place for generations. For nearly
81 years, The Roanoker provided folks
across the Star City a place to come
together over a delicious, home-cooked
meal.

Its current owner, Butch Craft, began
working at the restaurant more than 52
years ago before eventually taking
over the business.

Over the course of its storied history,
the restaurant has moved throughout
Roanoke before making its way to its
current and, unfortunately, final home
on Colonial Avenue in 1982.

This week, the entire Star City was
saddened to learn that, after more than
eight decades in business, The
Roanoker will be closing its doors at
the end of the month.

One resident said it best: It is going
to be greatly missed, no doubt about it.
It is going to be so missed.
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It certainly will be, and I will take a
moment to thank the Warren family,
Butch Craft, and everyone who has
worked at The Roanoker and made it
such a success and made diners feel at
home for so many years.

————

HONORING MEREDITH ‘“‘MERRIE”
ROOSA INDERFURTH

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to acknowledge the lifetime of
public service of Meredith ‘‘Merrie”’
Roosa Inderfurth.

After graduating from Brown Univer-
sity, Merrie came to Washington to
earn an MPA at George Washington
University, and she never left.

Merrie joined the congressional staff
of Representative Lindy Boggs, whose
late husband, then-Majority Leader
Hale Boggs, led the creation of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program, ce-
menting Merrie’s interest in flood
management.

During her 15 years with Representa-
tive Boggs, Merrie took time to have
two extraordinary daughters, one of
whom is my deputy chief of staff and
essential to my office. Her sister is a
respected prosecutor in nearby Mont-
gomery County. Her stepdaughter is a
highly qualified medical professional.

Merrie then returned to public life
and made use of her flood pedigree,
serving for almost 30 years as the
Washington liaison for the Association
of State Floodplain Managers and the
National Flood Association.

In 2007, she was the recipient of the
association’s highest honor, the God-
dard-White Award for outstanding
leadership and guidance on flood policy
issues.

I express my sincere appreciation for
the career in public service of my
friend, Merrie Inderfurth.

————
HONORING JEFF SHIPP

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the storied
career of Mr. Jeff Shipp as he cele-
brates his retirement from the Farm
Credit Council.

Jeff has worked in and around the
Farm Credit System for virtually his
entire adult life. Raised as a true D.C.
native, Jeff earned his bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Maryland
before obtaining his master’s at Tulane
University.

Jeff’s notable career working on
Farm Credit issues started as an in-
ternship on Capitol Hill before he
moved to USDA and what was then
known as the Farmers Home Adminis-
tration.

He then went to work representing
farmers at the National Wheat Growers
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Association, which led him to the
Farm Credit team in 1987.

Perhaps one of the most distin-
guished moments of his career was
when he worked to help pass the Farm
Credit Act of 1987, which stabilized
Farm Credit and set it on the sustain-
able path the organization continues to
enjoy today.

Jeff’s representation in Washington
is second to none. Jeff has been the
face of Farm Credit for many on Cap-
itol Hill, and he will certainly be
missed as he enters retirement.

Farm Credit, American agriculture,
and our country are better off because
of Jeff’s exceptional work.

Congratulations, Jeff, on your very
successful career, and best wishes to
you and Susan for a long and happy
next chapter.

————

RECOGNIZING MENTAL HEALTH
AWARENESS MONTH

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, today, I rise in honor and rec-
ognition of Mental Health Awareness
Month.

Over the last 2 years, we certainly
have seen tremendous stress on the
mental health and well-being of our
loved ones, our communities, and even
our elected officials.

Back in 2019, I led a task force that
looked at the impact of mental health
on Black youth and suicide, and I in-
troduced a piece of legislation that
would address the gap in services to
those individuals who are underserved.

It is good that this is Mental Health
Awareness Month. It is good that we
are paying attention to the mental
health of all of our citizens, including
those who are elected officials.

I am glad to know that we can extend
that service even to the members of
the Republican Conference who so des-
perately need mental health address-
ing. I almost think it is la-dee-da-dee
in everybody.

—————

HONORING THE LEGACY OF DR.
JOHN CHENG

(Mrs. STEEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. STEEL. Mr. Speaker, today, I
stand with my fellow Orange County
Representatives to honor the courage
and sacrifice of one of my constituents.

On Sunday, Dr. John Cheng of Aliso
Viejo drove his recently widowed moth-
er to her church in Laguna Woods.
They were attending a special lunch in
honor of their pastor, who had just re-
turned after 2 years in Taiwan.

Just after lunch, a gunman opened
fire, and Dr. Cheng gave his life defend-
ing those around him. Local law en-
forcement agents said, without Dr.
Cheng’s courage, there would have been
more casualties that day.
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He was a beloved son, husband, father
of two, and a respected physician. He
was a hero.

We share our condolences with his
family and stand here today to honor
his life.

Please join us in a moment of silence
to honor Dr. Cheng.

May he rest in peace, and may his
courage never be forgotten.

————

CONDEMNING DOMESTIC
TERRORISM

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, this
Sunday, in the State in which I was
born and raised, New York, a man
drove 3 hours and 200 miles to terrorize
members of a local Black community.
This man shot 13 people, 11 of which
were Black.

This was not a random act of vio-
lence. This was a domestic terrorist at-
tack, an act of hate ignited by replace-
ment theory rhetoric that is fueled by
white supremacists, FOX News, and,
indeed, some of my Republican col-
leagues.

This false, ignorant, race-baiting the-
ory, called the great replacement, has
been used in multiple race-based do-
mestic terrorist acts, including the
synagogue attack in Pittsburgh and
the El Paso shooting attack in 2019.

There are a number of my Republican
colleagues who spew this vile and ven-
omous rhetoric. The silence of Repub-
lican leadership and their ranks in con-
demning this rhetoric that is not just
ripping our country apart but contrib-
uting to the death of Americans shows
that they are no longer the party of
Lincoln or even the party of Ronald
Reagan.

———

PAIN AT THE PUMP

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, this gas
price surge we are seeing at the pump
wasn’t caused by Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. It wasn’t caused by COVID-19.
It isn’t transitory.

It is not even caused by price gouging
some are alleging by oil companies or
gas stations. Indeed, the U.S. Secretary
of Energy said there is no gouging due
to that.

No, they are all excuses President
Biden has tried to use to shift blame
for the increasing prices that he is
causing himself.

Mr. President, we know the truth.
The American people know the truth.
Sir, your price hike was caused by day
one anti-American energy policies.

Gas prices have increased every sin-
gle month under the Biden administra-
tion, from his first day in office can-
celing Keystone, suspending oil and gas
leasing on Federal lands, and draining
our Strategic Petroleum Reserve.
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