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DEMOCRACY OVER AUTOCRACY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I was pleased to join the Hoyer codel to
Europe, which included a number of
countries and also the border between
Poland and Ukraine. That is why I am
stunned by the remarks of Foreign
Minister Lavrov, who indicates that,
“Russia warns of nuclear war risks as
Ukraine talks go on.”

Let me speak directly to Foreign
Minister Lavrov. Maybe Russia should
stop the bestiality, the cruelty, the
brutality of this war, the killing of
children and seniors, and leaving peo-
ple to starve, and leaving their soldiers
on the battlefield.

It is important that peace talks have
an opportunity but saber-rattling gets
you nowhere. And frankly, you would
be as much afraid of a nuclear outright
war than anyone else. Ukraine has a
right to be a sovereign-free nation.
Their children have a right to grow up
free in this world, and democracy has a
right to exist over autocracy.

I believe this is Putin’s war, a sense-
less, vile, and violent war.

Thank you to the strength of the peo-
ple of Ukraine. It is important that the
Biden administration do as they have
done. We should applaud them for what
they are doing, as well as acknowledge
what Germany is now doing in pro-
viding the air-to-ground weapons.

Stand with Ukraine and stop the
saber-rattling.

Russia, stop the war.

————

TRAGEDY AND CRISIS AT OUR
BORDER

(Mr. MEUSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, we
have a continued tragedy and crisis at
our border.

Since President Biden took office,
over 2.2 million illegal immigrants
have been apprehended at the southern
border. In March alone, there were over
220,000 illegal encounters at our border,
a 600 percent or so increase since 2020.

Madam Speaker, the Biden adminis-
tration’s complete disregard for their
obligation to secure our border is hav-
ing tragic impacts on America and in
the great Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania.

Madam Speaker, in fact, today in a
briefing on title 42, the Biden adminis-
tration did not lay out a plan on how
they were going to prevent an over-
whelming surge at our southern border
from lifting of title 42, but instead de-
scribe their efforts to increase the
number of accommodations, buses, and
secret plane flights that have occurred
in my district, and they will need to
move the mass number of illegals com-
ing into our country.
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These are reckless, inhumane poli-
cies. They need to be stopped. They
need to be corrected. And this House—
both Republicans and Democrats—need
to stand up for our citizens.

———

CRISIS AT OUR BORDER

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I
would like to report on what I did dur-
ing my time off. I spent time at the
Mexican border, both in San Diego and
Yuma, and received a further shock, if
that is possible, on what I think is the
most important story facing America
today. Indeed, every reporter or every
major news organization ought to have
somebody making daily reports on the
border.

Two weeks ago tonight, in Yuma, I
saw two groups—about 80 people—
crossing the border. So you under-
stand, those people were from Colom-
bia, Venezuela, Peru, Cuba, Ban-
gladesh, India, and Uzbekistan. In
other words, the whole world is coming
here.

Because of the huge amount of paper-
work, the average Border Patrol agent
reports to work, and unlike imme-
diately guarding the border, like they
should, 70 percent of them are doing
paperwork. At the end of their shift, 90
percent are doing paperwork.

For that reason, it is not surprising
the confiscation of drugs is going
down—not because there are less drugs
coming into our country and Killing
100,000 people a year. The reason so few
drugs are being confiscated is we have
a shortage of Border Patrol agents and
they have got to spend all their time
doing paperwork.

Madam Speaker, I beg the rest of my
colleagues to go to the border and
learn about this.

————
VFW POST 660

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
90th birthday of the Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 660 in Savannah.

Post 660 is the oldest veteran service
organization in Savannah and has
helped the veteran community tremen-
dously through fellowship, charity, and
patriotism.

The VFW Organization traces its
roots back to 1899 when veterans of the
Spanish-American War and the Phil-
ippine Insurrection founded local orga-
nizations to secure rights and benefits
for their service.

Since then, the VFW has aided count-
less veterans in their post-service life
and continue to carry on the legacy of
service. Post 660 in Savannah has been
a prime example of what the organiza-
tion was founded on and what it set out
to do. The VFW has raised money for
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memorials, such as the Vietnam and
Korean War memorials in Washington,
D.C.

It has also worked with the Veteran’s
Administration to craft the GI Bill for
the 20th century. These feats are only a
few that speak to the impact this orga-
nization has had on our community
and our country.

I thank and congratulate VFW Post
660 for their 90 years of service to Sa-
vannah’s veterans, and I look forward
to the years to come.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MADELEINE
ALBRIGHT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. JA-
coBs of California). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 4,
2021, the gentlewoman from Michigan
(Ms. SLOTKIN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I ask
for unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on the subject of
the Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I
yield to the gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. KAPTUR).

UKRAINE DEMOCRACY DEFENSE LEND-LEASE ACT

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise
tonight to urge passage of the Lend-
Lease Act for Ukraine. I think Mad-
eleine Albright would like this very
much.

Putin’s unprovoked war on the sov-
ereign nation of Ukraine is an attack
on freedom-loving people around our
globe. Not since the costly tragic wars
of the 20th century has the world seen
such a test of liberty’s survival.

The Lend-Lease is an uncommon tool
for uncommon times. These are uncom-
mon times.

Justice Franklin Roosevelt mar-
shaled U.S. arms for the aid of our al-
lies in World War II. We must now mar-
shal those same resources to defeat a
tyrant seeking to rebuild his fallen, ty-
rannical empire.

Ukraine is the scrimmage line for
liberty on the European Continent. If
the world allows Putin to claw Ukraine
under his command, our Central and
Eastern European allies may very well
be next.

The time to act is now. Pass the
Lend-Lease Act. Arm UKkraine. Defeat
the Russian war machine. The fate of
liberty rests in the balance. This is our
watch in freedom’s defense. Let us
meet this test.

Madam Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman very much for yielding time.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to one of our
country’s greatest public servants and
diplomats.
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Madeleine Albright was a states-
woman, a trailblazer, and someone who
has been a friend and mentor to me and
to so many other women in national
security.

I appreciate Speaker PELOSI and Ma-
jority Leader HOYER for creating this
Special Order hour and allowing me to
host it here and allow Members of Con-
gress from across this entire body to
contribute some remarks, some rec-
ognition, for a woman who has done so
much to change the course of history
in the United States.

I think it is particularly important
because not only was she our first Sec-
retary of State, not only was she at the
U.N., not only does she have a storied
history in national security in the ex-
ecutive branch, she was also here in
Congress as a Congressional aide, a
chief of staff, a national security staff-
er, that made her mark in this body as
well.

She was also a national security
staffer at the White House, one of the
first women to represent our country
in the United Nations and, of course,
our very first female Secretary of
State. Her remarkable career and
achievements are made all the more
astonishing by the fact that she first
came to this country as a refugee, hav-
ing first left Czechoslovakia to escape
the Nazis and then again to flee com-
munist rule in Eastern Europe after
the Second World War.

Secretary Albright would be the first
one to tell you that her story would
only be possible in the United States,
the country she loved and served even
long after her time in government had
come to an end.

She left her stamp at the U.N. and at
the State Department with her intel-
ligence, her passion for human rights,
and her unwavering commitment to
democratic ideals. On the world stage,
she stood up to dictators, shined the
light on human rights abuses, and
championed diplomacy and democracy.

Even though she had always been an
idol for me as a young woman in na-
tional security, I actually didn’t get a
chance to meet her until 2018, until I
became a Member of Congress. But the
years that I have spent getting to know
her since then have been incredibly im-
portant to me.

I think what many of us will recog-
nize and remember is the class of 2018—
that large group that were elected in
2018 to come into this body—it had the
most women that had ever been elect-
ed; one of the most diverse classes that
had ever been elected; one of the class-
es that contained the largest number of
national security people; people that
were veterans; and people that were
former intelligence community folks—
like myself. Madeleine Albright was
the speaker when we all traveled to
Williamsburg for our orientation, our
session to get to know each other and
how to be a Member of Congress.

I met her there, along with her won-
derful chief of staff, Jacob Freedman,
and basically had the honor of hosting
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her and walking her around the room.
What I remember very clearly is that
she had admiration coming at her from
every corner: young, old, early parts of
their career, later parts of their career,
and, importantly, Democrat and Re-
publican.

One of the fondest memories I have
from that first year with her was when
she actually took me up on an offer to
come to Michigan in early 2020, right
before the pandemic really began. We
did a road trip around Michigan to-
gether.

I will go into that in just a moment,
but I note that the Speaker has just ar-
rived on the floor.

We did this road trip across mid-
Michigan. She was already over 80
years old. She took me up on this offer.
She spoke at Michigan State Univer-
sity. She spoke at Oakland University.
She did events for folks at restaurants
and in private homes. We had her on an
incredibly busy schedule. She kept us
on our toes, and she was never short of
a kind word or a borderline saucy joke
the entire time. No matter where we
went, her presence was electric.

One of my proudest moments was
when we brought in all the honor stu-
dents from the Rochester and Roch-
ester Hills area. These are young peo-
ple, still in high school. I actually
questioned whether they would have a
connection to this woman who had
been the first female Secretary of
State long before some of them were
born. It took about 1 second for her to
get a complete rock star welcome. All
the students who came out were des-
perate to talk to her about service,
about being the first female Secretary
of State, about how to think about
leading in their own careers, and all
the barriers that she had shattered.

At a separate event at Oakland Uni-
versity, the reception was no less bois-
terous. We had, I think, up to 500 peo-
ple. We were oversold; people from
across the community wanted to come
in. And even at a moment of deep po-
larization for our country, here was a
woman who seemed to supersede poli-
tics.

For us in Michigan, with so many
Michiganders who left the Balkans to
come to the United States and reset-
tled in Michigan, she, with that com-
munity, is truly a hero. It is now
etched firmly into the history books
that Secretary Albright was the driv-
ing force behind engaging the United
States and ending the genocide in the
Balkans.

She understood that while America is
not perfect, the world is better off with
a strong American leadership role in
that world. She used her moral author-
ity to bring American might into that
conflict and then later negotiated the
peace that, ever-tenuous, still holds
today.

Her visit to Michigan was filled with
people whose fates were quite literally
changed by her having a seat at the
table as Secretary of State, and being
able to see that up close was a truly re-
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markable experience for me and for all
the people who came to greet her.

I would be remiss if I didn’t point out
that as someone who has spent her ca-
reer in national security, there just
aren’t that many senior women we
have to look up to for guidance, for
mentorship. There are very few women
who had navigated the complicated
waters of working and leading in male-
dominated fields.

Not only did Secretary Albright blaze
a new trail for women in national secu-
rity, she also raised the bar for all of
those who would succeed her. She be-
came the gold standard. Despite all the
accomplishments and accolades, this
was a woman who never let ego cloud
her actions.
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She was humble and gracious with
everyone I saw her meet and engage
with in Michigan, students, parents,
perfect strangers. She was generous
with her wisdom and insights, but
never full of herself.

For her, the work she did in govern-
ment was always about serving the
country that she loved, the country
that welcomed her and her family as
refugees when she was just 11 year old.

Her preferred way of continuing to
serve after leaving office was by teach-
ing the next generation of national se-
curity leaders. Her passion for her stu-
dents at Georgetown University was
evident to everyone around her, and it
is no exaggeration to say that an en-
tire generation of rising public serv-
ants are better prepared for the chal-
lenges of the 21st century thanks to her
guiding hand.

So this is how I will remember her:
As a down-to-earth, warm, saucy leader
who meant something to perfect
strangers and world leaders alike. I am
so grateful for the years that I had to
get to know her and for the chance to
introduce her to the next generation in
my State.

As we mourn the loss of this incred-
ible humanitarian, we also celebrate
the life and achievements of a woman
whose impact, both here at home and
in the farthest corners of the globe,
will be felt for many years to come.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. PELOSI),
the Speaker of the House.

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I
thank Congresswoman SLOTKIN for ar-
ranging for this Special Order and for
just speaking so beautifully about
Madeleine Albright, a person that we
all loved so very, very much for so
many years. And to hear the gentle-
woman, a new Member, a relatively
new Member of Congress, but a woman
in national security making her own
mark in a significant way, recognize
the greatness of Madeleine, it is just a
joy to us to see another generation of
women leaders in security speaking
about Madeleine.

Madeleine Albright was a states-
woman. She was a champion of na-
tional security in our country. She was
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the embodiment of the American
Dream; her family coming when she
was 11 years old, a refugee to our
shores. Her personal story is the mak-
ings of novels and movies and the rest.

But she was fresh and frisky, and she
had a sense of humor that was wonder-
ful. And I remember the night that
there was a debate in St. Louis for the
Presidential, when President Clinton
was running for President; we had din-
ner after the debate. And I said well,
Madeleine, would you like—are you in-
terested in participating in the admin-
istration?

I was a relatively new Member of
Congress at the time. And she said, I
am not going—I don’t want to go over-
seas. I said, I know what you want. You
want to be Ambassador to the U.N. Be-
cause that would be of the stature, and
yet she did not want to go overseas.
She wanted to be home for all kinds of
different reasons. And what a magnifi-
cent Ambassador she was for us to the
United Nations.

And then, as it would turn out, to be-
come the first woman to be Secretary
of State. This is such an exalted posi-
tion. Thomas Jefferson was Secretary
of State. And Madeleine Albright was
Secretary of State.

And as Congresswoman SLOTKIN said,
she had boundless energy. She would
be—well, she was on the campaign trail
after serving as Secretary of State, on
the campaign trail, and she was, as the
gentlewoman said, a rock star. She was
a major attraction. People loved to see
her.

I want to say, because my husband
loved her so much, my husband, Paul,
who was the chairman of the board of
the Georgetown School of Foreign
Service for a couple of decades I think.
It seemed like a long time. He wor-
shipped at the shrine of Madeleine
Albright. When she would call me, if he
had the phone first, I would have a
hard time getting it away from him be-
cause he thought they were the best of
friends. She was my girlfriend in addi-
tion to being someone I admired so
greatly.

And she would always call the day
before your birthday because she want-
ed to be the first one to wish you happy
birthday which, of course, I was look-
ing forward to this year. And instead,
we would get this very sad news, with
all the dignity of Madeleine Albright,
with all of the warmth and greatness of
her, be with her family, right up to the
end.

Alice, Anne, and Katherine, thank
you for sharing your mother with us;
and again, to sister, Kathy, and broth-
er, John.

Another thing I want to mention
about her is I don’t know how many of
you were at the funeral of Brzezinski,
National Security Advisor BrzezinskKi.
Two people spoke at his funeral in the
church. Some of us spoke afterward in
the more informal setting. But two
people spoke at his funeral; President
Jimmy Carter and Secretary Madeleine
Albright. And what a beautiful com-
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pliment to speak for another great
American patriot born overseas and
coming to America to make his mark.

And she spoke so beautifully about
America and about patriotism, about
civic responsibility, and of the con-
tribution he made; that she was chosen
to make that speech with the President
was really so clearly appropriate and
great to hear her speak.

Now, she had a collection of pins, and
she would always say, when she would
go to give testimony or whatever it is,
“‘read my pins.” Sometimes it would be
an American eagle. We never Kknew
what it might be. And she even toured
the country with her pins, and people
showed up to see Madeleine’s pins, be-
cause she had something about her
that was—she knew how to connect
with people. You know, this great in-
tellect and the rest.

I will just go back to Paul in closing
to say this: She taught at Georgetown
for 40 years, for 40 years. The gentle-
woman mentioned this next generation
of young diplomats and the rest. They
took such pride in her leadership, her
service, her being a professor there,
that they were cooking up how they
were going to observe her 40 years and
this or that; and again, she had other
plans, to be in heaven and look down
on all of us.

How wonderful it is that tomorrow,
many of her friends from Congress
and—she made us all feel as if we were
her best friends. I mean, I thought so.

So many of her loved ones, whether
they were diplomats or people in serv-
ice, would be there to praise her as an
Ambassador to the United Nations and
Secretary of State, she represented our
Nation with great poise and distinction
and brilliance on the world stage and
worked relentlessly to keep Americans
safe and America secure.

As a trusted voice on foreign policy,
and those jobs, and beyond, and be-
yond, because her influence extended
long after her actual service in public
office, but also as a professor, she was
quick to sound the alarm at the rise of
autocracy. As you know, she wrote
about that in her book, at home and
abroad, a prescient warning that re-
mains an important guide and resource
today.

And then, as a professor at George-
town, which we, the Pelosi family, take
great pride. My husband went there;
my kids went there; I have an honorary
degree there, and we all feel associated
with Madeleine.

She shaped the next generation of
leadership by sharing her hard-earned
wisdom and experience.

So tomorrow, many of her loved
ones, whether it is from government,
politics, security, academic world,
friendship, girlfriends, hair dressers,
wherever we met together, her family,
first and foremost, which she loved so
much, will join Madeleine’s family and
her loved ones to pay our final respects
at her memorial at the glorious Wash-
ington National Cathedral.

I said final respects. I meant final re-
spects for tomorrow. We will be paying
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our respects to her in many things that
are being planned already. The pres-
ence of so many Members and dip-
lomats at her memorial, and two Presi-
dents of the United States to speak at
her service, will be another testament
to the monumental impact she made
on our Nation and the world.

I wish everyone would read the op-ed
that another Secretary of State, a na-
tional figure, Hillary Clinton, wrote
about Madeleine Albright. They were
kindred spirits. They loved each other
very much. They worked together with
great respect for each other and for our
country in such a beautiful way.

Please, if you can, go to The New
York Times and read what the Sec-
retary of State—I think she may be
speaking tomorrow, too. I don’t know
what the program is. I think she may
be speaking tomorrow, too.

So God truly blessed America with
the life and the service and the leader-
ship and the goodness of Madeleine
Albright. May she forever rest in peace.

And again, I thank Congresswoman
SLOTKIN for affording us all the oppor-
tunity to pay our respects to our dear
Madam Ambassador, Madam Sec-
retary, Madeleine Albright.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I
thank the Speaker for that personal
tribute.

I yield to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), the majority leader.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman from Michigan
for yielding. And the Speaker pro tem,
Ms. JAcCOBS, how proud Madeleine
Albright would be of the two of you
standing here, presiding here, and giv-
ing tribute to an extraordinary woman
who must have been, particularly for
women—she was for me as well, but
particularly for women, an extraor-
dinary example of success, of focus, of
intellect, of achievement. And I thank
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Ms.
SLOTKIN) for taking this Special Order.

Madam Speaker, tomorrow, as the
Speaker just said, at the National Ca-
thedral, really the cathedral—Amer-
ica’s cathedral, many of us will gather
to remember and celebrate the extraor-
dinary life of former Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright.

Secretary Albright was a dear and
valued friend for over 35 years. As the
chair of the Helsinki Commission, I
worked closely with her on issues re-
lated to human rights and foreign af-
fairs for years, for a decade that I was
chair.

Secretary Albright was a diplomat, a
teacher, and a mentor to so many who
now serve in our diplomatic corps and
the world of foreign policy.

She was an author who used her pen
and her voice to urge us both to see the
untapped possibilities in our world, and
not to ignore the dangers that con-
fronted our country, our freedom, and
our democracy.

Perhaps most of all, Secretary
Albright was someone who never forgot
the experience of being a refugee and a
survivor of war and genocide. It gave
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her great insight and determination to
confront the enemies of freedom and
human rights.

Her family fled Czechoslovakia when
it fell under the oppression of Nazi oc-
cupation. Her determination was
spurred as well when Czechoslovakia
fell under Stalin’s heel. That experi-
ence pushed her to spend her life work-
ing to keep others safe from those evils
and to ensure that the world’s democ-
racies, led by America, took action to
help those fleeing conflict and danger.

In 2018, she released a masterful book
that everyone ought to read: ‘“‘Fascism:
A warning.”

She said in that book: ‘“‘Throughout
his time in office,”” she wrote of Vladi-
mir Putin, ‘““He has stockpiled power at
the expense of provincial governors,
the legislature, the courts, the private
sector, and the press. A suspicious
number of those who have found fault
with him have later been jailed on du-
bious charges or murdered in cir-
cumstances never explained.”

She saw then very clearly the threat
that he and others pose to democracy
in our time.

I miss her wise words. Luckily, she
wrote a lot of them down and those
were some that we certainly ought to
remember; those insights, as Ukraine’s
brave fighters battle a new tyranny
and another criminal dictator.

After she died, just days following
Vladimir Putin’s criminal and
unprovoked invasion of UKkraine,
former Secretary of State Hillary Clin-
ton, whom the Speaker just mentioned,
said: ‘“‘As has happened so often, the
man with the guns was wrong, and
Madeleine was right.”

Right now, as the world confronts
Putin’s aggression, as we and our fel-
low democracies stand up to
authoritarianism and tyranny, we do
so better prepared, Madam Speaker,
because of the warning and lessons
that Secretary Albright gave us.
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In many ways, the most fitting trib-
ute to her memory is the unity we and
our allies are demonstrating in the face
of Putin’s threat to democracy, de-
cency, and international law.

Before Secretary Albright’s death,
President Biden had committed $424
million toward his Presidential Initia-
tive for Democratic Renewal, which
drew heavily on Secretary Albright’s
proposals and sought to tackle the
challenges she identified in her book,
“Fascism: A Warning.” ‘It is easier,”
she wrote, ‘‘to remove tyrants and de-
stroy concentration camps than to kill
the ideas that gave them birth.”

This is a war of ideas, and America
must lead the fight for democracy.

Now, Secretary Albright’s legacy is
felt throughout the global alliance of
our democratic allies and partners con-
fronting Vladimir Putin and Russia to-
gether, where billions of dollars in both
military and humanitarian assistance
are being mustered and deployed in de-
fense of democracy and human rights,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the cause for which she lived and of
which she spoke so eloquently.

After Secretary Albright died, I
spoke at length with my foreign policy
adviser, Mariah Sixkiller, who was a
part of the group that met at Secretary
Albright’s home for 15 years for discus-
sions about American leadership
around the world. I asked Mariah to
write a few words of her recollections.
She told me: “I was honored to be at
her table for 15 years and to learn from
this great stateswoman. She was,” as
the gentlewoman from Michigan has
pointed out, ‘‘witty, wise, bold, and
brilliant, even until her final days,”
even, as the gentlewoman from Michi-
gan said, someone as old as 80.

Mariah Sixkiller went on to say:
“She had the perfect combination of
good humor and unique charm.” Our
Speaker just reflected that, as the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan did. ‘‘She
made us laugh even at the hardest
times.”

All of us who knew her and who
worked with her during her time in
government remember that char-
acteristic wit and charm, along with
her keen intellect and her vision of a
more perfect Union and a more perfect,
peaceful world.

Madam Speaker, I particularly ad-
mire the dedication she had to the mis-
sion of standing up for the rights of
women and girls worldwide.

As the first woman to serve as Sec-
retary of State, a successor to Thomas
Jefferson and so many other extraor-
dinary leaders who have served in that
post—including, of course, Secretary
Clinton—at a time when women were
still having to prove they belonged in
boardrooms and around Cabinet tables
dominated by men, she felt a unique re-
sponsibility to be a voice for girls and
women striving to be all they could be,
undefined by gender alone. And she was
that voice.

She knew that when women had
more political, social, and economic
freedoms, societies are better off in
every way. Democracies, she believed,
are stronger, and democratization is
more successful when women and girls
can pursue opportunities in safety,
equality, and freedom. The fight for
women’s rights never ended for her.

Even as recently as just a few
months ago, Secretary Albright was
working furiously to push for more ac-
tion to help women and girls in Af-
ghanistan.

We left Afghanistan. We left Afghani-
stan with the hopes that there would
be some civilized action by the
Taliban. Sadly, we have seen that they
returned to their old ways of discrimi-
nation and putting down, disallowing
young women to go to school to pre-
pare themselves for leadership. Sec-
retary Albright was active and, as a
matter of fact, the leader of the Na-
tional Democratic Institute, which she
chaired and which argued strenuously
for the rights of those girls and those
women.

That was the last time we spoke di-
rectly, as we worked together to help
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save these courageous Afghans who
dedicated themselves to the goal of
creating a democratic future in their
country.

In the final months of her life, Sec-
retary Albright wrote down some re-
flections to be included in a new mem-
oir. Discussing what she perceived to
be her own shortcomings, she shared
this: ““My parents taught me what the
best teachers tell us all: that it is no
sin to make a mistake but
unpardonable not to try to make the
most of our talents.”

Fortunately for America and people
around the globe, Madam Speaker, Sec-
retary Albright made the most of the
many, many, the legion of talents
which she had and with which she was
gifted.

One of the greatest was as a teacher.
As the Speaker said, she was a teacher
for 40 years, and I would correct the
Speaker and say she was a teacher for
at least 60-plus years. Although prob-
ably prior to 20, she was a teacher as
well. She taught thousands of students
over the course of an almost 40-year ca-
reer in academia.

As a professor in the practice of di-
plomacy at the Georgetown University
School of Foreign Service, Secretary
Albright helped train and launch the
careers of so many who are leaders
today for America’s foreign policy and
national security.

That is why so many of us are going
to honor her tomorrow, and we will not
ever forget what she contributed to
this country, a perfect example of how
important it is to accept and have
come to this country the brightest
minds, the most committed people.
What an extraordinary example she
was of the enrichment that immigra-
tion has given to this country.

Moreover, she had an unwavering be-
lief that women in the field of foreign
policy must support each other.

Mariah didn’t give that quote. I know
Mariah is listening right now. Mariah
Sixkiller was my national security ad-
viser, and she worked with me. Very
frankly, Mariah knew what I believed
before I believed it. She was extraor-
dinary. The inspiration that Secretary
Albright gave to Mariah is still fired up
in her eyes, in her speech, and in her
thinking.

Secretary Albright served as a men-
tor to scores of other young women
who were students, as well as her col-
leagues at the State Department, and
she strove to ensure that these women
got a seat at the table.

Secretary Albright’s legacy will live
through these women who have fol-
lowed in her footsteps and become the
Foreign Service officers and ambas-
sadors working hard on behalf of the
American people today and for a long
time to come.

Madam Speaker, we are so fortunate
to have their talents in service to our
country as a vresult of Secretary
Albright’s example and advocacy. I,
again, repeat, as I am sure she is
watching, she is so proud—I hope of our
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friendship—but so proud of Congress-
woman SLOTKIN and so proud of Con-
gresswoman JACOBS as they rise on her
behalf as leaders of this country.

Tomorrow, we will bid Secretary
Albright farewell, but our country and
its leaders would be wise to keep her
close in our hearts and in our minds in
the weeks, months, and years ahead.

In many ways, the battle underway
between democracy and despotism is
one that Secretary Albright so pre-
sciently foresaw. That battle, which
currently rages in Ukraine, reminds us,
as she did, that the price of liberty is,
in fact, eternal vigilance.

We face a torturous road ahead, one
that will demand our energy, our faith,
our perseverance, and our courage, all
of which Secretary Albright displayed
throughout her life.

She believed that democracy would
surely prevail, but she knew that that
result required our constant attention.
When democracy prevails, as surely it
must, it will be in no small part due to
her work, her contributions, and her
service.

God blessed America with an extraor-
dinary woman whose name was Mad-
eleine Albright, and that name will be
remembered for a long, long time to
come.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Thank you, Mr. Lead-
er, for those words.

I know we have a few other Members
of Congress who are trying to make it
here, and so I will just say a couple
more things as we wait for them to
come in.

When I was with Secretary Albright
and brought her to Michigan, we were
on this road trip. I think most people
know she is not a tall woman. No one
ever would describe her as a tall
woman. She was quite petite. I drove
her around in my Ford Escape, and we
had to kind of help her into the front
seat.

It happened to be what is called
Paczki Day in Michigan, Fat Tuesday.
It is when we all eat these jelly dough-
nuts full of powdered sugar on top. We
brought a box of those in the car, and
she indulged me and tried a paczki that
day.

We just had hours in the car driving
around my very large district and got
to talking. I think that one of the best
things you can have when you are a
younger person learning from someone
who has really broken glass ceilings is
you have time with them to just hear
stories about what life was like.

She told me that her one regret in
life is that she never ran for Congress.
She never ran for office. She was a
chief of staff up here, a legislative as-
sistant. She was adjacent to campaigns
pretty much her entire adult life, but
she never actually ran herself.

I can only imagine how successful
she would have been as an elected lead-
er because, as Speaker PELOSI men-
tioned, she had that thing where she
could connect deeply with anyone from
any background. Not all Members of
Congress elected today have that, and
she had it in spades.
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She had an ability, despite all the
amazing things she had done, to con-
nect with real people, with strangers. 1
think people understood that she was
confident because she had seen a lot of
things in her life, and the woman had a
code.

She had a code that she believed in,
a principled place with which she en-
gaged in the world. When you meet
someone who has a code, you don’t
have to question whether they are kind
of like a leaf blowing in the wind, that
they will bend to whatever whim. You
have the confidence to know that this
person is going to make decisions based
on character and integrity. She really
had that, and it kind of oozed out of
her. People could see that and feel
that.

I know that this body would have
been much strengthened should she had
ever decided to run for office. I am
sorry that we all didn’t get to see that,
but she helped so many of us who were
seeking elected office.

Then, just to add to what the major-
ity leader said about her famous quote,
that there is a special place in hell for
women who don’t help women—I think
we have all seen that quote. I think
most women understand exactly what
that means, but let me just give you an
example for many of us, particularly in
national security, of what that really
meant.

When I joined the CIA as a young CIA
officer in 2003, I was put on the Iraq
desk. We were in the middle of the Iraq
war, and I would often go and brief the
senior-most folks at the CIA on kind of
what was happening on a daily basis. I
would often go with mostly male col-
leagues into these rooms and brief very
senior folks.

At the time, there were a couple—
just a couple—of very senior women at
the CIA. They had clawed their way to
the top. I think at that point, the most
senior woman was the number three at
the CIA, and there were a few other
senior women in the analytics side of
the house.

I would go in and brief, and I remem-
ber very clearly going in with all of my
male colleagues, my peers, and this
very senior woman Kkind of had it out
for the only other woman in the room.
There was a generation of women who
were bagically so sort of tough in mak-
ing it to the top that they really inter-
nalized this idea that there could only
be one senior woman. There could only
be one woman who was in the shop
with the boys. So any other woman
that came there was a threat, and you
were going to put your sights on that
woman.

I remember my male colleagues say-
ing, man, like, she just has it out for
you. It was a thing that a lot of us in
national security grew up with. Now, I
am happy to say that, a few years
later, that generation largely retired,
and in came the next generation of sen-
ior leaders who believed in lifting
women up.

But when Madeleine Albright gives
that famous quote, that there is a spe-

H4495

cial place in hell for women who don’t
help women, she knows of what she
speaks. It is not a general statement.
It is something that I know she specifi-
cally had to deal with as a woman who
was a leader on the Hill, a leader in the
executive branch.

O 2000

And it is very hard when you are
trained a certain way to change your
approach and say I am not going to re-
peat that kind of aggressive focus on
women, and I am going to learn from
my experience and do something dif-
ferent. I think she really embodied
that. That was a very real thing that
was still going on until relatively re-
cently in national security circles.

Lastly, as we wait for Mr.
MALINOWSKI, somewhere in the ether,
he texted me to say that he was on his
way. I will say that I noted that Sec-
retary Albright died just about exactly
a month after the start of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. I know that in her
final days she was watching, I am sure
with rapt attention, what was hap-
pening in the world.

As has been said many times tonight,
she really was a person thinking ahead
that this competition between democ-
racy and autocracy was not over. It
was not something of the past, it was
not a Cold War-era phenomenon that
didn’t exist anymore. It was very alive,
like a bone in the throat.

It gives me great peace that despite
the terrible things that are going on
and watching the suffering of the
Ukrainian people that Madeleine
Albright spent her life trying to push
back on the kind of violence and dicta-
torship that we see active right now.
Her words and lessons are helping us
parse through what to do in a place
like Ukraine.

We have a history in places like Eu-
rope, particularly the Balkans, in using
American willpower and military
power to help get us through these con-
flicts because she laid that predicate
by pushing in her era when she was
Secretary of State.

Despite the fact that she didn’t get
to see the end of this conflict, I know
that she would feel confident that
whether it is in a few weeks or a few
months, whatever time it takes, that
the principles of democracy and free-
dom are not things you can just snuff
out with the barrel of a gun. I am sure
she would have felt that deeply as she
was watching in her final days the
events taking place in the world.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr.
MALINOWSKI).

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Madam Speaker,
when people sometimes ask me to
name an unusual fun fact about myself,
something that no one would quite be-
lieve would be true, I sometimes say
that at a younger point in my life I had
a chance to write and negotiate a four
act parody performance of ‘“West Side
Story” with the Russian Government. I
owe that experience to Secretary Mad-
eleine Albright.
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I was a young speech writer at the
State Department when she became
Secretary of State. I was so thrilled to
have that opportunity because here I
was an immigrant from Poland when it
was a Communist country. Our new
Secretary of State was an immigrant
from Czechoslovakia, leaving that
country under duress with her family
when it became a Communist country.
I felt a kinship with this extraordinary
American, a sense that we saw the
world in similar terms.

I saw her in every part of the world
stand up for our country, for our val-
ues, for our interest. I saw her face
down dictators and comfort their vic-
tims. I saw her sense of fun.

In 1997, we were on our way to a
meeting of the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, ASEAN, in Malay-
sia, and we learned a couple of days in
advance that there was a tradition that
every delegation would put on a skit at
the end of this diplomatic meeting,
something very, very unusual. We
heard, furthermore, that the United
States had developed a reputation for
really sucking at the skit. That was
not acceptable to Madeleine Albright.

She was going to go and stand up for
democracy in Burma and Cambodia and
have a standoff with the Chinese over
the South China Sea, but we were also
going to win the skit. So she assigned
me to write a brand new version of
“Don’t Cry for me Argentina’ from
“Evita,” which became ‘“‘Don’t Cry for
Me ASEANs.” We all got up there and
performed it, not really knowing what
the reaction would be. It was reviewed
in Playbill on Broadway. It was such a
surprising hit.

We learned something really inter-
esting, in diplomacy you can actually
say anything, no matter how sensitive,
no matter how potentially offensive to
your diplomatic partners around the
world, if you make it rhyme and you
put it in a song.

So the next year we got even more
ambitious, and we went to the Rus-
sians, and said, Would you like to do
“West Side Story” with us? They said,
Yes. So my job over the most stressful
week of my life, counting my last two
elections, was to negotiate into long
hours of the night with the Russian
diplomats the jokes that we would
make in this four-act production of
“West Side Story.”

We didn’t think that they would do it
until the last minute. The night before
the performance, at midnight, the for-
eign minister of Russia, Yevgeny
Primakov, who had been the head of
their KGB, stumbled in with his aides
into Secretary Albright’s suite com-
pletely drunk, and said, We are ready
to rehearse. We knew that we had it.

Those were obviously simpler days,
better days, when we could fight with
the Russians on all kinds of issues, but
still find fellowship and some friend-
ship and some opportunity to laugh to-
gether.

Times have changed. When I look at
what is happening right now to the
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brave people of Ukraine and the evil
that Russia has unleashed on them,
and so many other terrible things that
the government of Vladimir Putin has
done in recent years, I thank goodness
for what Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright did in the 1990s, particularly
her role in leading the first expansion
of the NATO alliance.

She understood and saw, before most
people, that it would be unjust to stay
allied with Europe’s old democracies,
France, Germany, the United Kingdom
forever, but Europe’s new democracies
never, simply because they had once,
against their will, had been subjugated
by the Soviet Union.

She also saw it would be unwise, in
fact reckless, to allow these Eastern
European democracies to stay in a gray
zone of insecurity, to signal to Russia
that it could, in effect, do what it
wanted in this zone, that America
would not defend these countries.

She said then of NATO expansion
that it was basically about expanding
the part of Europe where wars do not
happen. By making clear that we, the
United States, will fight, if necessary,
to defend our allies there, we would
make the necessity of doing so actually
far less likely. She was right.

Not a single member of NATO, old or
new, has ever been attacked on Euro-
pean soil to this day. The only coun-
tries Russia has attacked are countries
that do not have NATO’s defense guar-
antee.

I think one reason she saw these
things is because as an immigrant to
America, as an immigrant from tyr-
anny, she saw America from the inside
but also from the outside. She saw
what America means—what the idea of
America means to a human rights de-
fender in Burma, to a dissident in
China, to a refugee from violence in
Kosovo or Bosnia. She comforted so
many of those people and convinced
them that America was on their side.

She believed America is a special
country, indeed, an indispensable coun-
try. She understood that our influence
in the world comes not just from the
example of our power, but from the
power of our example at home.

In her last years, when I would see
her, she would often tell me that one of
her greatest regrets was she never had
a chance to run for office. She was jeal-
ous of those of us who had worked with
her over the years who decided to run
for Congress because she understood
that we can’t do anything for others if
we are not safe and strong at home in
our own great, American democracy.

Years ago, when I worked for her she
gave a commencement address, and I
will just close with these words that
she spoke: “There is no certain road-
map to success, either for individuals
or for generations. Ultimately, it is a
matter of judgment, a question of
choice. In making that choice, let us
remember that there is not a page of
American history, of which we are
proud, that was authored by a chronic
complainer or prophet of despair. We
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are doers. We have a responsibility, as
others have had in theirs, not to be
prisoners of history, but to shape his-
tory; a responsibility to fill the role of
pathfinder, and to build with others a
global network of purpose and law that
will protect our citizens, defend our in-
terests, preserve our values, and be-
queath to future generations a legacy
as proud as the one that we honor
today.

“To that mission, I pledge my own
best efforts and summon yours.”’

We pledge our best efforts to that
mission here today, and we summon
those of everybody who is watching
this evening.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for those moving
remarks.

As I conclude here, I just want to
thank everyone who came to speak,
and I feel extremely proud that these
remarks and just a taste of the Sec-
retary’s legacy will be kept forever in
the official RECORD of the people’s
House.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——
ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until 10 a.m. tomorrow morning for
morning-hour debate and noon for leg-
islative business.

Thereupon (at 8 o’clock and 11 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned wuntil tomorrow,
Wednesday, April 27, 2022, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.

———

NOTICE OF PROPOSED
RULEMAKING

U.S. CONGRESS,

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL WORKPLACE

RIGHTS,
Washington, DC, April 26, 2022.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Section 203(c)(1) of
the Congressional Accountability Act (CAA),
2 U.S.C. 1313(c)(1), requires the Board of Di-
rectors of the Office of Congressional Work-
place Rights (‘‘the Board’) to issue regula-
tions implementing Section 203 of the CAA
relating to the Fair Labor Standards Act of
1938 (‘“‘FLSA”"), 29 U.S.C. 206 et seq., made ap-
plicable to the legislative branch by the
CAA. 2TU.S.C. 1313(a)(1).

Section 304(b)(1) of the CAA, 2 U.S.C.
1384(b)(1), requires that the Board issue a
general notice of proposed rulemaking by
transmitting ‘‘such notice to the Speaker of
the House of Representatives and the Presi-
dent Pro Tempore of the Senate for publica-
tion in the Congressional Record on the first
day of which both Houses are in session fol-
lowing such transmittal.”

On behalf of the Board, I am hereby trans-
mitting the attached notice of proposed rule-
making to the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives. I request that this notice be
published in the House section of the Con-
gressional Record on the first day on which
both Houses are in session following receipt
of this transmittal. In compliance with Sec-
tion 304(b)(2) of the CAA, a comment period



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-07T23:27:32-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




