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hurricane relief and assistance, pro-
viding immigration help, or just hug-
ging the families that lost loved ones
in the Surfside condo tragedy, Vivian
has always been there for our people.

Vivian sought out a career in public
service to be a voice for the voiceless,
to speak for those who don’t have a
seat at the table. Every day of her 20-
plus years of service, she has done just
that.

I know that Vivian will continue to
do this self-sacrificing work as she
moves on to serve seniors in our com-
munity in her new role.

The constituents of Florida’s 23rd
Congressional District and the State as
a whole benefited from Vivian’s dedi-
cated, diligent work ethic and her com-
passion.

I know that Vivian’s husband, Alex,
and sons, Eric and Nicholas, are so
proud of her and all the work that she
has done, and so am I. I thank Alex,
Eric, and Nicholas for sacrificing their
precious family time with Vivian so
she could serve the people of south
Florida for all these years.

I will miss my friend, but I know
that we will end up spending many
more hours of personal time together.

On behalf of my constituents, current
and former staff, and all its stake-
holders, we proudly thank Vivian and
congratulate her as she begins the next
chapter of her service.

Te quiero, mi amiga. I love you, my
friend.

———
O 1100
BIDEN’S ECONOMIC FAILURES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker,
the inflation rate in the United States
currently stands at 7.9 percent. That is
the highest it has been since January
1982.

As prices continue to rise, thanks to
the unfavorable financial conditions
created by President Biden’s agenda,
these companies should rebrand them-
selves to reflect the state of our econ-
omy.

Whole Foods Market will need to
change its name to Piece of Food Mar-
ket. Pretty soon, that is all shoppers
will be able to afford.

When Americans take their next fam-
ily vacation, they might need to rent a
car from the airport. Hertz Your Wallet
has vacationers covered.

Then there are the big box stores,
long cherished for bulk purchases at
low prices. Those days, of course, are
gone in President Biden’s economy.
Enjoy a trip to Costgoing Up Wholesale
or Targetting More Expensive.

When we have an administration that
is putting forward $5.8 trillion—that is
trillion with a t—budget requests, that
says everything you need to know
about their attitude towards inflation.

Madam Speaker, this group is simply
out of touch with the financial pain
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felt by American families because of
rising prices. I hope the next inflation
report on April 12 contains some good
news from consumers. Of course, if it
doesn’t, I have no doubt that the Biden
administration will deny responsibility
and shift blame to Big O0il, big agri-
culture, or big something. One thing is
for sure. President Biden will never
blame Big Government for his adminis-
tration’s economic failures.

CELEBRATING FORMER TENNESSEE SUPREME

COURT CHIEF JUSTICE GARY WADE

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I
rise to celebrate former Tennessee Su-
preme Court Chief Justice, my good
friend, Gary Wade, and recognize his
long and distinguished career in Ten-
nessee law.

Born and raised in east Tennessee,
Chief Justice Wade made the indis-
putably wise decision to attend the
University of Tennessee, my alma
mater, and graduated with his law de-
gree in 1973. I would like to note that I
was in the third grade at that time. A
couple years later, Chief Justice Wade
decided to pursue public service and be-
came the youngest-ever mayor of
Sevierville, where he served for five
consecutive terms while simulta-
neously practicing law.

In 1987, Chief Justice Wade joined the
Court of Criminal Appeals where he
served for 19 years and was presiding
judge for 8 of those years. In 2006, he
was appointed by then-Governor Phil
Bredesen to the Tennessee Supreme
Court, and he served as the court’s
chief justice for 2 years.

Following his retirement from the
court in 2015, Chief Justice Wade be-
came vice president and dean of Lin-
coln Memorial University’s Duncan
School of Law, who is named after my
predecessor. The school achieved full
accreditation from the American Bar
Association thanks to Chief Justice
Wade’s leadership. In 2020, he retired
from that position and joined the Lon-
don Amburn law firm in Knoxville.

Outside of his legal activities, Chief
Justice Wade leads several charitable
initiatives in east Tennessee. He start-
ed the Tennessee Judicial Conference
Foundation, a program that awards
need-based scholarships to students at-
tending any of Tennessee’s six law
schools. He is also a cofounder of
Friends of the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, which contributes funds
to protect the park, and a cofounder of
Leadership Sevier, a leadership train-
ing program for young Sevier County
residents.

Congratulations on an impressive ca-
reer, Chief Justice Wade.

And on a personal note, I will always
remember when Mama and I were going
to the hospital when Daddy had just
had his stroke. We were in a little bit
of a state of panic. He saw us and
passed us and called me on my car
phone to check on us and check how
Daddy was doing. He is a dear friend.

HONORING SPECIALIST 4 VICTOR HODGE

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, 1

rise to honor Specialist 4 Class Victor
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Hodge, an American hero who served
his country as Tennessee’s Second Dis-
trict’s March 2022 Veteran of the
Month.

Specialist 4 Hodge has battled health
issues his entire life, but he never let
that break his spirit. One day when he
was 17 years old, he was out driving
with his mother and saw an Uncle Sam
poster on a building in Maryville, Ten-
nessee. He told her to stop the car be-
cause he was joining the Army. She
told him that they wouldn’t take him,
but Specialist 4 Hodge got out of the
car anyway. And on July 28, 1978, he of-
ficially became a member of the United
States Army, despite the obstacles cre-
ated by his health.

He received his initial military train-
ing at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas, and
then was assigned to a Nike Hercules
as a missile crewman. Upon completing
his training, Specialist 4 Hodge was
stationed at Homestead Air Force Base
in Florida. His duty location was in the
Florida Everglades, and he went on to
become the leader of his squad. He
served in Florida for a year and a half
before health issues forced him to re-
turn to Fort Bliss.

Due to his health, Specialist 4 Hodge
received a medical discharge from the
Army. One of his favorite memories
from his service in Florida was when he
had the privilege of meeting General
Bradley, the first chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Since retiring from the military,
Specialist 4 Hodge has been blessed
with three children, two stepchildren,
and three he helps raise. Specialist 4
Hodge is a man of strong faith and
thanks God every day for all the bless-
ings in his life.

Despite persistent health struggles,
Specialist 4 Hodge did not let that stop
him from serving his country. It is my
honor to recognize him as Tennessee’s
Second District’s March 2022 Veteran
of the Month.

————
DON YOUNG REMEMBRANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. O’HALLERAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Madam Speaker,
I rise today in honor of my friend, Con-
gressman Don Young. Don passed away
last week while traveling home to
Alaska.

At the age of 88, he was still tra-
versing this Nation to serve his con-
stituents. He stood up for the needs,
concerns, and families, both here on
the House floor, and out in the
wildlands of his beloved State.

Don was a fierce fighter for Alaska.
But he was also a genuine man who
worked on both sides of the aisle with
Members, advocates, and people of all
ideologies and backgrounds to improve
the lives of the families he represented,
never letting Washington politics get
in his way.

During his decades in Congress, Don
advocated for Alaska Native tribes,
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rural communities, and the success of
all of Alaska—from its economy, to its
lands, and the issues everyday families
talked about over dinner. Rough
around the edges at times, that is the
way he wanted to be. That is just who
he was. Like the vast and wild State he
represented, Don was never one to back
down from what he believed. Again and
again, he put in the work to get things
done.

Beyond his words, his accomplish-
ments, his work, Don was genuine. All
you had to do was to sit down with him
in his office and understand how he had
a story for almost everything, from his
time in the Yukon River on tugboats,
to hunting, to just enjoying life and his
family. He was genuine. He was real.
And more than anything else, he was
my friend. I will miss him deeply. We
always miss good people like that, peo-
ple that really have an impact on our
lives personally and the lives of people
that he represented and the lives of his
family. He was a good, real person.

Last fall, I shook hands on a friendly
wager with Don for Alaska’s Katmai
National Park’s Fat Bear Week. I never
had that type of a bet with Don before,
and I didn’t know much about bears.
We agreed with each other that which-
ever Congressman chose the bear that
went further in the annual competition
he would win a district product from
the other’s home district. And when
my bear won—well, obviously, I was
surprised. Don told me that I would
never have a chance of winning at all
because I knew nothing about bears,
but I got lucky. And he smiled, as only
Don could do. Don was true to his
word. He brought me back a jar of
smoked salmon from Alaska.

Yesterday, I joined Members on both
sides of the aisle as we paid our re-
spects to his life and legacy in the Cap-
itol. I could tell a lot of stories about
Don, but when I was a freshman here, 1
went to him—he had this unique abil-
ity to work on Native American
issues—and I said to him, I have a lit-
tle bit of a problem here with some
issue in trying to find some votes. We
sat and talked for a while. He said, give
me a few minutes. And the next thing
you knew, about 5 minutes later, he
came back, and he said, Well, you have
got your votes. Let’s get this thing
passed.

As the dean of the House, Don set an
example for all of us to follow: Re-
specting one another; honoring one an-
other; working with one another. I was
honored to work across the aisle from
him to uplift the Tribal communities,
our rural communities, and often-over-
looked States. He was so passionate
about rural America. He was so pas-
sionate about the quality of life that
he had up in Alaska. He went back
there each and every time, back and
forth because of his love for his State.

Madam Speaker, today, my thoughts
are with his wife Anne, his children,
and with the State of Alaska, who have
lost an advocate and a giant.
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PRESIDENT BIDEN’S BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, on Mon-
day, President Biden released a budget
proposal calling for the highest sus-
tained level of government spending in
American history.

Unfortunately, despite record-high
inflation caused by his administra-
tion’s reckless and out-of-control
spending, President Biden’s budget re-
quest fails to fight inflation and leaves
our military woefully unprepared if en-
acted as is. Instead, it uses budget
tricks and misguided projections, com-
bined with already-expiring spending
programs, to forecast an unrealistic de-
crease in the deficit, all while raising
taxes.

In fact, the White House assumed in-
flation would only be 2.3 percent for
this year when, in reality, the actual
inflation rate is running at 7.9 percent.
Furthermore, they used an extremely
low interest rate forecast, even though
the Federal Reserve recently raised in-
terest rates and signaled more rate in-
creases would be on the way. Worst of
all, they take credit for the temporary
spending programs used to combat the
pandemic that are already set to expire
and are calling it a spending cut.

The only explanation for such drastic
errors and misguided messaging is that
the Biden administration intentionally
wanted to mislead the American people
and save face for a failed first year of
one-party Democratic control. It is ab-
surd that President Biden thinks he
can pull the wool over the American
people’s eyes and fool them into think-
ing he has taken the issues of inflation,
the debt, and the deficit seriously.

But we know that is not the case be-
cause President Biden and Congres-
sional Democrats spent trillions of tax
dollars during the first year of com-
plete Democratic control to enact their
ultra-leftwing agenda and satisfy their
so-called progressive base, resulting in
an increase in inflation every month
President Biden has been in office.

Even after a year of record spending
on unnecessary social programs and
burdensome environmental regulations
that terminate American jobs and
make us reliant on foreign energy, the
President did not learn his lesson. His
budget proposal spends billions of dol-
lars on Green New Deal initiatives
while doing everything possible to
eliminate the American oil and gas in-
dustry.

The worst part of President Biden’s
bloated budget is what it means for
America’s Armed Services. If we want
the future of our military to be as
strong as our current military then, at
the very least, it would need to be
funded at the same level of inflation.
Instead, military spending only in-
creases by 4 percent, well below the
current level of 7.9 percent and future
projections.
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Amid an active land war in Europe,
President Biden’s budget would shrink
the Active-Duty Army to just 473,000
troops. That would leave the service at
its smallest size since 1940.

Before releasing his budget, Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin told the Presi-
dent that inflation would make it dif-
ficult to buy the ships that the Navy
needs to continue to develop new weap-
ons and to pay our troops at a fair
wage. Apparently, the President didn’t
listen.

How can we expect to compete with
China and other adversaries if we are
decreasing the size and strength of our
military and are unable to fund the re-
search for new weapons? We simply
cannot.

It has become apparent that Presi-
dent Biden’s White House has adopted
a uniform policy when combating infla-
tion. If you close your eyes, cover your
ears, plug your nose, and bite your
tongue, inflation ceases to exist. We
know that is not the case.

Madam Speaker, I have repeatedly
called on the President to unleash
America’s energy independence, reign
in government spending, eliminate the
burdensome taxes and regulations on
job-creating industries and families,
and return to the policies that put
America first.

Thankfully, Congress will decide
what to spend for the sake of our con-
stituents, for our children, and those
that follow after them. Let’s hope we
can come together and pass a budget
that puts the brakes on inflation and
prevents our country from driving off a
fiscal cliff.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 16
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. SCANLON) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

O Lord, our God, blessed is the one
who trusts in You, whose confidence is
in You. We ask Your blessing then on
the people of Ukraine, who hold fast to
the hope of Your deliverance.

Grant the Ukrainian spirit of resil-
ience and righteousness success as that
of David over Goliath. May their faith-
fulness be the weapon that confounds
the reach of the enemy. May their
trust in You assure their survival.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-08T00:02:42-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




