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of ballistic missile attack should include 
protection for Alaska, Hawaii, the territories 
and the commonwealths of the United States 
on the same basis as the contiguous States.’’ 
Language from this resolution was soon 
adopted into National Defense Authorization 
(NDAA) for Fiscal Year 1999 and enacted into 
law. This language helped to set the stage 
for the U.S. to withdraw from the 1972 Anti- 
Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty, thereby al-
lowing us to build our nation’s first home-
land missile defense system at Fort Greely, 
Alaska—a location which would protect ALL 
fifty states. 

From that point on, Don continued to 
strongly support missile defense. He fought 
for defense budgets that were driven by 
strategy, not defense strategies that were 
driven budgets. For decades, he ensured crit-
ical military construction for our missile de-
fense systems—located at Fort Greely, Clear 
Air Force Station, and Eareckson Air Sta-
tion—expeditiously passed the House and 
were fully funded. 

Then in 2017, amidst a resurgent North Ko-
rean threat, Don Young again championed 
our cause. He—along with Senator Dan Sul-
livan (the bill’s original author)—sponsored 
the ‘‘Advancing America’s Missile Defense 
Act of 2017’’ and led the charge to include it 
into the House’s FY 2018 NDAA. Critically, 
this bill authorized an increase to our na-
tion’s Ground-based Interceptor capacity by 
50% and it laid the groundwork for the con-
struction of a new missile field at Fort 
Greely—Missile Field 4—to house that added 
capacity. During the debate on his amend-
ment, the Congressman stated, 

‘‘I believe this reckless and calculated be-
havior by the North Korean regime speaks 
volumes to the importance of the strategi-
cally placed U.S. missile defense capabilities, 
including the Ground-based interceptors at 
Fort Greely, AK and other elements of the 
nation’s ballistic missile defense system. 
These forces guard this nation and are the 
first responders against weapons of mass de-
struction.’’ 

He was right then and his words ring even 
more true today. 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today is a solemn day. 

Today, in the National Statuary Hall of the 
U.S. Capitol, we paid tribute to the Dean of 
the House of Representatives, the late Con-
gressman Don Young. And how fitting is it for 
Congressman Young to lie in state in National 
Statuary Hall. Much like this hall, Don Young 
is an icon—a pillar—in the history of the 
House of Representatives. 

Longevity as an elected official isn’t a 
given—it has to be earned. And for 49 straight 
years, Don Young earned the honor of rep-
resenting Alaska in Congress, which he con-
sidered the privilege of a lifetime. Congress-
man Young loved Alaska, and Alaska loved 
him. By the end of his tenure, not only was he 
the longest-serving politician in Alaska’s his-
tory, but also the longest-serving Republican 
Member of the House of Representatives in 
U.S. history. 

Now, you may not think that a nurse from 
Texas and a frontiersman from Alaska would 
have a lot in common. And for the most part, 
you’d be right. But that never stopped us from 
working together when it meant the betterment 
of our constituents. We partnered on legisla-
tion that provided Pell Grants to Gold Star 
Families. We led an annual letter advocating 
for increased funding for the Innovative Ap-

proaches to Literacy (IAL) program. We spent 
long days and late nights together in the 
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee 
hearings. The list goes on and on. 

We also had the opportunity to travel the 
world together on CODELs. He sponsored val-
uable and worthwhile trips that I never hesi-
tated to sign up for. And the farther away we 
got from Washington, the closer we became. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his be-
loved wife, Anne, with whom I had the pleas-
ure of getting to know over the years, as well 
as his children, grandchildren, and all those 
who loved him. He will be dearly missed. 

Mr. NEHLS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Congressman for all of Alaska, the 
45th Dean of the House, and my mentor and 
friend—Representative Don Young. 

Don was a soldier, a riverboat captain, and 
a teacher—but his true calling was serving 
and representing the good people of Alaska. 

Throughout his 49 years in Congress, he 
was an icon and mentor to countless Mem-
bers. When I first arrived here, Don was one 
of the first Members I met. In the short time 
I had with him, he taught me so much about 
the House and about being a true servant. 

Don’s love of his family and the people of 
Alaska was rivaled only by his love of the land 
itself. He took countless members and staff to 
his beloved state to show them the pristine 
natural wonder of his state. 

This summer he was going to take me on 
a working trip to Alaska—and one of my great 
regrets in this body will forever be never get-
ting to go with him. 

Rest in peace, my friend. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 2954. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

WOMEN OF THE REPRODUCTIVE 
RIGHTS MOVEMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Mrs. FLETCHER) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to give all 
members 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the subject of 
my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, 

this night, and this Women’s History 
Month, together with my colleagues in 
the Pro-Choice Caucus, I rise in sup-
port of the women of the reproductive 
rights movement. Women who stood 

up, spoke out, and reached out to pro-
tect the rights of women in this coun-
try to determine whether and when to 
become parents. Of course, this work 
required and requires to this day, a 
broad, bold coalition of people, people 
whose work has necessitated tremen-
dous sacrifice and has resulted in tre-
mendous progress. 

Some of them were denied access to 
contraception, abortion care, and 
healthcare, and agreed to become the 
face of legal challenges. Some of them 
were strategists who shaped the argu-
ments that became the fabric of legal 
protections for reproductive rights. 

Some of them were healthcare pro-
viders who saw the tragic consequences 
of the denial of those rights. As a law-
yer, I have known some of their names 
through the landmark cases that bear 
them—Griswold v. Connecticut, Roe v. 
Wade, and more. 

Tonight, we celebrate them, we cele-
brate their courage, their commitment, 
and their purpose in articulating, advo-
cating, and ensuring the rights to 
equality, privacy, and dignity that 
their work represents. 

Before yielding to my colleagues who 
are here this evening in person and in 
spirit, I will start with one of them 
who holds a special place in this work 
and in my own life. As a woman from 
Texas, it has always been a source of 
great pride that some fearless Texas 
women have been leaders in this fight. 

In the late 1960s, a group of Texas 
women came together to challenge our 
State’s ban on abortion. They found as 
their lawyer and lifelong advocate, a 
young woman named Sarah 
Weddington, who is pictured here be-
hind me. A recent law school graduate, 
Sarah Weddington was working for the 
University of Texas at that time. Per-
haps not surprisingly, although she had 
good grades and a law degree, she had 
a hard time finding a job in a law firm. 
But she was working to help people 
solve their problems in Austin, and 
this group knew she would be a good 
advocate. 

I heard her tell the story once that 
when the group came to see her, they 
told her that they thought the best 
way to deal with the law was to chal-
lenge the law itself. She said that she 
had a law degree, but she really hadn’t 
practiced in Federal court before. She 
wasn’t a courtroom lawyer, and she 
hadn’t handled a case like this one. So 
she told them she thought they should 
get someone with more experience. 

She recalled to us they asked her, 
Well, what would you charge us to do 
this lawsuit? 

And she said, Oh, I will do it for free. 
And they said, You are our lawyer. 
And that is how she got the case. 
Sarah called her law school class-

mate, Linda Coffee, and they agreed to 
work on the case together. Many UT 
law students and professors helped 
Sarah and Linda with the case. They 
heard from women, of course, and from 
doctors who treated women who had 
had complications from illegal abor-
tions and women who had died from il-
legal abortions. 
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Through their work, the strategizing, 

the organizing, the lawyering, these 
trailblazing Texas women brought us 
the framework to protect the health, 
privacy, dignity, equality, and freedom 
of women and families across this 
country in the case of Roe v. Wade. 
And 26-year-old Sarah Weddington and 
this team of Texas women took that 
case all the way to the United States 
Supreme Court. 

On January 22, 1973, the Court ruled 
in one of the most consequential deci-
sions in American history, the Texas 
State law banning abortions, except to 
save a woman’s life, was unconstitu-
tional. 

b 1945 

Sarah carried this fight with her for 
the rest of her life. She was elected to 
the Texas legislature. She served in the 
Carter administration where she helped 
get more women on the Federal bench. 
She worked for many years as a lec-
turer and professor teaching at schools, 
including the University of Texas. 

This year, 2022, was the first one that 
we marked the anniversary of Roe 
without Sarah Weddington. She left a 
legacy for us through her life’s work, 
the rights and protections for the 
health, privacy, dignity, equality, and 
freedom of women and families en-
shrined in that decision that has 
shaped our country and our opportuni-
ties as women for the last 50 years. 

She was part of a generation of trail-
blazing Texas women who made it their 
life’s work to make our world one of 
equality, opportunity, and possibility 
for women. It is fitting to remember, 
honor, and celebrate her tonight. 

Madam Speaker, several of my col-
leagues are here to remember and 
honor other women pioneers, trail-
blazers, and heroes of the reproductive 
rights movement. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan (Ms. STE-
VENS). 

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my colleague from Texas (Mrs. 
FLETCHER), who has been someone I 
have deeply admired as part of the 
women’s movement, as part of the 
women’s choice movement, and who 
has made herself a leader in this body 
and a leader in Texas, and for bringing 
us all here tonight as part of Women’s 
History Month. 

Madam Speaker, I am rising along-
side my pro-choice colleagues in hon-
oring the women of the reproductive 
heath, rights, and justice movement. 
Women, like my own mother, who re-
member being young and without 
choice—without choice over their bod-
ily autonomy. Women like my own 
mother who marched for women’s 
rights, who remember when Roe v. 
Wade came down. 

Madam Speaker, I am here today to 
rise for the brave providers, the fierce 
advocates, the trailblazing women of 
color who established the principles 
and coined the terms, and all those 
who believe in a society where women 

are entitled to make personal decisions 
about their bodies, work, families, and 
futures. 

For those who agreed to become the 
face of legal challenges to abortion ac-
cess, the litigators who helped shape 
the arguments that became the legal 
fabric of protections for reproductive 
rights, and the women who have served 
as the jurists and the justices who 
wrote landmark defenses of these 
rights. We must protect their progress 
from destructive efforts in the States 
to overturn precedent that has saved 
countless lives and determined count-
less futures. 

Rights are under attack. For nearly 6 
months now, patients in Texas have 
been denied a constitutional right to 
an abortion due to a statewide law de-
signed to restrict, shame, and penalize 
those who dare to terminate a preg-
nancy that they do not wish to carry to 
term. 

Just last week, Idaho became the 
first State to copy Texas’ model. We 
stand here in this Chamber across the 
street from another body of govern-
ance, our courts, the Supreme Court 
that might overrule Roe v. Wade. If it 
is overturned by the United States Su-
preme Court, my home State of Michi-
gan would automatically join that list. 

In fact, if Roe fails, if Roe escapes us, 
half the States in this Union will ban 
abortion entirely, leaving even more 
people across large swaths of the Mid-
west and South without access to care. 
This is not just an issue of bodily au-
tonomy, my friends, it is an economic 
issue. 

The U.S. is the only industrialized 
Nation without Federal paid leave pol-
icy, the emergence of COVID–19 has 
shown us the consequences of that 
foundational failure. Who are we to be-
come? What Nation are we that will 
not stand up for its people’s rights and 
the success of their families? 

We all know that women have been 
disproportionately impacted by this 
pandemic, being forced to leave the 
workforce at record rates. When 
childcare and abortion services are 
both out of reach, a parent’s financial 
future and ability to participate in our 
economy is severely jeopardized. 

Let us not forget that the individ-
ual’s most harmed by abortion restric-
tions are those who already face bar-
riers to accessing healthcare, including 
women, people of color, members of the 
LGBTQ community, immigrants, 
young people, those living in rural 
communities, and people with disabil-
ities. This is a wake-up moment in this 
Nation. We are here not just for his-
tory, but for our future. 

When I was elected to Congress, on 
behalf of Michigan’s 11th District, be-
coming the first women ever to rep-
resent Michigan’s 11th District. Sure, 
let’s be proud then as we are now for 
the unprecedented number of women 
who are serving in this body. Those 
who are unequivocally claiming that 
we have the right to choose. Abortion 
is healthcare. Hear us say that in the 

Chamber and on this floor. All women 
must be able to make the decision that 
is best for them, their family, and their 
body. 

Congress has a responsibility to 
stand with people in communities 
fighting for racial, economic, and re-
productive justice, and we must com-
mit to protecting the right of every 
person to make their own decisions 
about their bodies, free from discrimi-
nation and political interference. 

It is with immense gratitude and rev-
erence that I join my colleagues in 
honoring the women who have made it 
possible for so many of us to stand here 
today—to be here today. During Wom-
en’s History Month, let us all recom-
mit to supporting the activism, the or-
ganizing, the efforts all around this 
country, those who are watching and 
who are counting on us. 

Madam Speaker, we will vote today, 
we will vote tomorrow, and we will 
continue to do the work of the people. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
VEASEY). 

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, I 
want to thank my friend from Houston 
(Mrs. FLETCHER) for putting this to-
gether because this is hugely impor-
tant as we wind down Women’s History 
Month. 

I think about my first term here in 
Congress, and previous to serving in 
Congress I was in the State legislature. 
The Republicans in the Texas State 
legislature were always trying to tear 
down women’s reproductive rights. It 
seemed like there was just an endless 
supply of bills that they had aimed at 
stripping away freedom from women 
across our State. 

I was giving a speech out on the tri-
angle and momentarily thought that I 
was back in Austin and accidentally re-
ferred to myself as State Representa-
tive MARC VEASEY, just because when 
you think about D.C. and the various 
States that are here, you think about 
people being able to celebrate those 
sorts of freedoms. 

We are fighting that battle not just 
in Austin but in D.C. and other States 
around the country. But today we are 
here to focus on Texas. Again, I just 
want to thank LIZZIE FLETCHER and the 
other women that are a part of the 
Texas delegation. 

Madam Speaker, I also want to thank 
the female State representatives in the 
State of Texas that really have just 
fought fearlessly on this issue for so 
long now. This past regular legislative 
session so many of the women in the 
north Texas delegation, where I am 
from, were very poignant in making so 
many points about how S.B. 8, a sweep-
ing anti-abortion law, was going to dis-
proportionately impact low-income 
and women of color and minority com-
munities. 

Imagine just barely being able to get 
by; you may be on SNAP; you may be 
a single mother; you may find yourself 
trapped in a low-income job and trying 
to accumulate enough money to be 
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able to travel across State lines. You 
could have these services and get them 
done safely. It is sad to see us go back 
in time to where women were not able 
to have these services done safely. 
That is something that we have to con-
tinue to fight against, and that is 
why—whatever it takes—we need to 
make sure that this bill one day is re-
versed. 

Passing the Women’s Health Protec-
tion Act would codify Roe v. Wade and 
ensure that people can have the free-
dom to make personal decisions. I 
think that is something that every-
body—regardless if you are Democrat, 
Republican or Independent, whatever 
you may happen to be—you ought to 
have the choice to make personal deci-
sions. It used to be something that Re-
publicans used to value, and it is sad to 
see them backslide so much in this 
area. 

We need to make sure that we pro-
tect equal access to abortion care ev-
erywhere because it is essential to so-
cial and economic participation, repro-
ductive autonomy, and the right for 
people to determine their own lives. 

One of the things that really doesn’t 
get talked a lot about on this issue is 
just really the number of Republicans 
that are against any sort of birth con-
trol. I see them, they come to my town 
hall meetings. They don’t like to talk 
about it because they know that most 
people overwhelmingly, Democrats and 
Republicans, are for birth control. You 
hear them, they come and they say, no, 
no, no, birth control is wrong. 

We had a lawsuit filed in Fort Worth 
in Federal Court to try to stop people 
from being able to get birth control. 
People need to understand that this is 
a larger battle. Right now it is abor-
tion access, but believe me, Repub-
licans have their sights set on people 
not being able to have basic birth con-
trol, just basic contraceptions, and 
they are trying to make that harder 
and harder for people to get a hold of. 
It is a slippery slope. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank my 
colleague from Houston, LIZZIE 
FLETCHER, for leading this hour be-
cause it is hugely important. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Mr. VEASEY and I join him in his 
remarks that we are so grateful to our 
State legislators and the Members of 
our Texas delegation as we face these 
challenges at home. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
MANNING). 

Ms. MANNING. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Representative FLETCHER for 
holding this very important session. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the healthcare providers who 
have dedicated their lives working to 
ensure equitable access to reproductive 
healthcare. 

Today I am honored to highlight the 
work and courage of Susan Hill of 
North Carolina, the former president of 
the National Women’s Health Organi-
zation in North Carolina, and a fierce 

advocate for abortion access and repro-
ductive rights. 

Susan opened clinics across the coun-
try to ensure that women could access 
the healthcare they need, including 
abortion care, with dignity and safety. 
She focused her work on providing re-
productive health services in the 
Southeast, despite onerous restric-
tions, so that pregnant women could 
make the best healthcare decisions for 
themselves and their families no mat-
ter where they lived. 

In fact, Susan Hill founded Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, which is 
now the last remaining health center 
providing abortions in Mississippi. This 
very clinic is at the center of the case 
directly challenging Roe v. Wade that 
is currently before the Supreme Court. 

If the Court decides to uphold Mis-
sissippi’s abortion ban and gut Roe, it 
will be overturning nearly 50 years of 
judicial precedent and undermining 
women’s fundamental right to make 
their own personal decisions about 
their bodies, their families, their fu-
tures. 

b 2000 
Susan Hill never wavered in her com-

mitment to protecting patients’ auton-
omy and safety, even as anti-abortion 
protestors used arson, fire bombing, 
and countless acts of vandalism to in-
timidate her into closing down her 
clinics. 

Today, the stakes for reproductive 
freedom are more dire than ever before. 
Extreme abortion bans and medically 
unnecessary restrictions are sweeping 
our country and posing an enormous 
threat to women’s health and constitu-
tional rights. Decimating abortion ac-
cess diminishes our equality under the 
law. 

The consequences of these egregious 
attacks most acutely impact commu-
nities of color and underserved commu-
nities which already face barriers to 
healthcare. 

Healthcare cannot just be for the 
few, as the legacy of Susan Hill re-
minds us. All people deserve access to 
the reproductive care they need, free 
from political interference, discrimina-
tion, and harassment. 

Years ago, I spoke on a panel about 
abortion rights with a physician who 
had done his residency in Philadelphia 
before the passage of Roe v. Wade. He 
told us about his experience working in 
the emergency room, trying to save 
desperate women who were near death 
from botched back-alley abortions, 
women who suffered irreparable dam-
age, women who didn’t make it. 

And he told us that history has 
shown there will always be abortions. 
The only question is whether abortions 
will be safe and whether they will be 
available to those who are faced with 
terribly difficult choices. 

We must ensure that all people have 
the right to control their own repro-
ductive decisions, and have the right to 
the reproductive healthcare they need. 

I am proud to recognize a fellow 
North Carolinian, Susan Hill, and to 

share her commitment to ensuring 
that abortion rights are protected, and 
comprehensive reproductive healthcare 
is accessible to all who need it. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Representative MANNING for the 
important points that she made, talk-
ing about the importance of access to 
safe abortions. 

Even today, the World Health Orga-
nization estimates that 47,000 women 
die from unsafe abortions each year. 
That is 13 percent of maternal deaths 
worldwide. 

Madam Speaker, at this time, I yield 
to the gentlewoman from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. KUSTER). 

Ms. KUSTER. Madam Speaker, as an 
adoption attorney for 25 years, I 
worked with more than 300 birth moth-
ers making the most personal, private 
decisions of their entire lives. They 
consulted their families, their loved 
ones, their doctors, but not one of 
these birth mothers looked to the gov-
ernment to make this choice for them. 

On January 1 of this year, sweeping 
abortion restrictions took effect in my 
home State of New Hampshire; in fact, 
the first abortion ban ever to pass the 
New Hampshire legislature and to be 
signed into law by our Governor, Chris 
Sununu, making it illegal to terminate 
a pregnancy after 24 weeks, with no ex-
ceptions; no exceptions for rape, for in-
cest, or for fatal fetal anomaly; and re-
quiring every person seeking an abor-
tion to undergo an invasive ultrasound. 

This new law places a felony penalty 
and fine of up to $100,000 for doctors 
who violate the law, making New 
Hampshire a less desirable place for 
doctors to work, and for patients to 
seek care. 

Granite State women and families 
are already feeling the impact of this 
harmful, regressive abortion ban. 

Earlier this year, a constituent of 
mine, the daughter of a dear friend, 
reached out to tell me her story and 
how this law is impacting families like 
hers across New Hampshire. 

Madam Speaker, 38-year-old Lisa, has 
a beautiful 1-year-old daughter at 
home and she is now pregnant with 
twins. Twenty-one weeks into her preg-
nancy, her doctors told her what no 
parent wants to hear: One of her twins 
had no chance of surviving outside the 
womb, and that twin was threatening 
the life of her other healthy twin. 

Because of New Hampshire’s abortion 
ban that makes no exceptions for late- 
term complications, fetal viability, or 
even maternal well-being, Lisa and her 
husband have had to travel out of state 
to get a second opinion on their op-
tions. 

After traveling four States away for 
a specialist consultation, they learned 
that an abortion had the potential to 
save the healthy twin’s life, and even 
the life of the mother. But in the time 
that it took to get this second opinion 
and to weigh her options, Lisa was past 
the 24-week threshold in New Hamp-
shire, and she will be unable to get this 
treatment, even if it becomes medi-
cally necessary. 
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If Lisa chooses to deliver her healthy 

twin in New Hampshire, she runs the 
risk of losing both babies, and even her 
own life, as her doctors would not be 
allowed to perform an abortion, even to 
save her healthy twin’s life or her own 
life. 

Lisa and her family are already fac-
ing an impossible circumstance, which 
is being made even more excruciating 
by the New Hampshire extreme abor-
tion ban. 

Safe access to reproductive and pre-
ventative healthcare, including abor-
tion, is essential to the health and 
well-being of women and their families 
in New Hampshire and throughout this 
country. Restrictions on access to re-
productive care ignore the complex-
ities of maternal health and threaten 
the life of countless mothers and their 
children. 

New Hampshire’s new abortion ban, 
and those like it across the country, 
are harming families, and putting poli-
tics above health and science. This I 
know: New Hampshire voters believe in 
less government interference in peo-
ple’s personal and private lives. 

I want to thank Lisa for sharing her 
story, and for shedding light on the 
tragic impact that this abortion ban is 
having on mothers and grandmothers 
and husbands and families like her 
across the Granite State and through-
out this country. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the rep-
resentative from Texas for this oppor-
tunity. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Representative KUSTER for her 
leadership and for her impactful story 
here tonight, one of the many women 
of this reproductive rights movement. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. LOIS 
FRANKEL). 

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. My, 
my, my, Madam Speaker. Here we go 
again. 

I thank my friend from Texas for 
yielding. I keep saying that I think 
Texas and Florida, we are in the race, 
the race for the worst. I don’t know 
who is winning that one. 

But like the gentlewoman, those of 
us in Florida, we have been stuck in an 
unfortunate situation, battling with a 
State government that is actively 
harming the people they are supposed 
to protect and it is especially true 
when it comes to abortion care. 

They call us the so-called Freedom 
State. We are the Freedom State, 
which means that the Republican legis-
lature and the Governor believe they 
have the freedom to deny people the 
freedom to make one of life’s most per-
sonal decisions, and that is whether to 
bring a child into the world. 

Madam Speaker, I remember the 
days before Roe v. Wade, and I was 15 
years old, and I—literally, one of my 
friends was missing for a day, so I went 
looking for her and I found her in a bed 
covered with blood. And what had hap-
pened is she had had a back-alley abor-
tion, nearly died. We got her to the 

hospital in time, but how I wish she 
could have gone and gotten proper 
care. That is just an example. 

Here’s the thing. You can have all 
the laws you want to outlaw abortion. 
You are not going to stop abortion. All 
these laws do are try to stop illegal 
abortion, and they unfairly burden the 
people with the least amount of money, 
because if you are wealthy you find a 
place where you can get a safe abor-
tion. 

But I want to say, I really come to 
this as a mother, and as a grand-
mother. Those who know me know that 
I—and my grandchildren call me Lolo. 
I come to this as a Lolo. Really, it is 
the best part of my life. What a bless-
ing my son is to me and my two grand-
children. 

But I also know the responsibility. I 
know the responsibility, which really 
brings us to why we are here today be-
cause, whether or not to bring a child 
into the world, as I mentioned, I think 
is one of the most important personal 
decisions that a person makes. 

They shouldn’t have to call their 
Congressperson, their Governor, their 
State legislature. 

So tonight, I want to thank the gen-
tlewoman because we are recognizing 
those people that we know in our com-
munity who have really been advocates 
or providers for the healthcare that 
people deserve and need. 

So I am going to recognize two cou-
rageous leaders from my home State of 
Florida, champions for women’s access 
to full healthcare, not just abortions, 
which should be part, but all kinds of 
care. And they are Lillian Tomayo and 
Mona Reis. 

And like the gentlewoman’s advo-
cates that she talked about tonight, 
they are fighting against, they have 
been fighting against an unending tide 
of terrible State laws that try to un-
dermine reproductive freedom. 

And once again, once again, this time 
we are following Texas, we are on the 
cusp of enacting a dangerous restric-
tive abortion ban, which is a ban on 
abortion after 15 weeks that is now 
awaiting our Governor’s certain signa-
ture. 

But for decades, Lillian and Mona, in 
their own capacities, have fought hard 
for reproductive freedom in our State. 
For more than 20 years, Lillian has 
been advocate for women, teens, the 
LGBTQ community as president and 
CEO of Planned Parenthood of South, 
East, and North Florida. 

And Mona Reis is the founder of the 
Presidential Women’s Center in Palm 
Beach County. She ran that for about 
40 years, and she faced threats, arson. 

There was a period of time, even 
today, abortion providers are under 
danger. Some have even been mur-
dered. 

But both have persisted. They have 
persisted to make sure our underserved 
communities have access to the 
healthcare that they need. And they 
have been essential in providing access 
to reproductive care, and the freedom 
that people deserve in our State. 

Each are going on a new journey, but 
they leave a legacy of unrelentless pur-
suit of reproductive freedom. I say 
thank you to Mona and to Lillian. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Representative FRANKEL for 
sharing her stories from Florida. 

At this time, it is a pleasure to yield 
to the gentleman from the great State 
of Texas (Mr. GREEN). 

b 2015 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for yield-
ing the time. 

Madam Speaker, and still I rise. I 
rise tonight to take a stand on behalf 
of the pro-choice movement and 
women who have had to make the 
choice, women who have had to make 
this tough decision, this choice. 

Let’s get the record straight. Hence-
forth and forevermore, let it be known 
that you are either pro-choice or you 
are anti-choice. 

It is easy to be anti-choice when you 
don’t have to make the choice. It is 
easy to be anti-choice when it is not 
your wife who was raped. It is easy to 
be anti-choice when it is not your 
daughter who has had the incestuous 
relationship, without her permission, I 
always say. But even with her permis-
sion, it is wrong. 

It is easy to make the choice when it 
is not your child or your wife. You can 
be anti-choice then. But I only wonder 
how many persons who have been anti- 
choice, when confronted with having to 
make this choice, became pro-choice. 
We will never know. You can be anti- 
choice before the public and then pro- 
choice when it serves your purpose. 

I sincerely believe, Madam Speaker 
and Mrs. FLETCHER, that the long arm 
of the law has no place in a woman’s 
womb. This is not where the law be-
longs. This is the property of a woman, 
and she should make these decisions 
herself with those who she has trust in, 
those who care for her, those who she 
believes will help her to come to the 
right conclusions. 

I stand for those who are pro-choice. 
For those who are anti-choice, I say: 
Thank God you have not had to make 
the choice. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Representative GREEN. 

Madam Speaker, I have worked close-
ly with my colleagues in the Pro- 
Choice Caucus to identify stories that 
need to be told during this Special 
Order hour this evening. I am grateful 
to my colleagues who have taken to 
the floor this evening to share with us 
the stories of their constituents, to 
share with us the stories of those who 
they know have been fighters for repro-
ductive rights, for reproductive justice, 
for choice. 

One of our Pro-Choice Caucus leaders 
could not be with us tonight but has 
submitted a statement for the record 
that I would like to read now. From 
Representative JUDY CHU: 

‘‘I rise today to honor the women of 
the abortion rights movement who 
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have come before us. I remember what 
it was like before the days of Roe. So 
today, I am helping to remember and 
honor those who gave their lives, who 
put their own bodies in harm’s way so 
that we might have the ability to de-
cide what to do with ours. 

‘‘Women like Pam, who lives in my 
district in Pasadena, California—Pam 
is in her seventies, retired, and spends 
her time volunteering in her commu-
nity. But Pam told me about a time 
when she was 22 years old. It was 1969, 
and even though she and her partner 
had been using birth control, Pam 
found out she was pregnant. 

‘‘This happened in the days before 
Roe v. Wade, which meant that her op-
tions were limited. That is how Pam 
found herself standing on the curb of 
an airport in Mexico City, waiting for 
someone to pick her up. Finally, a 
large black car came up and rolled 
down the window. ‘Are you Pam?’ the 
driver asked. ‘Yes,’ she replied, and got 
in the car, forced to trust and hope for 
the best. Thankfully, Pam wasn’t hurt 
during this experience, but she told me 
she has never forgotten the fear and 
uncertainty of putting her life in the 
hands of a stranger who could have 
hurt her and abused her, especially 
when we know that this is a procedure 
that is safe and can be done in a doc-
tor’s office, not someplace unknown 
and unsafe. 

‘‘That is why, now, Pam is deter-
mined to ensure that no one ever feels 
as scared and alone as she did that day. 
Pam volunteers at the Planned Parent-
hood Pasadena and San Gabriel Valley, 
serving as a support system to women 
who need a hand to hold or a shoulder 
to lean on. Pam is an abortion advo-
cate in her community because she be-
lieves, like I do, that everyone, no mat-
ter where they grew up, what language 
they speak, or how much money they 
make, deserves to have a say in what 
happens to their bodies. 

‘‘I rise today, as part of Women’s His-
tory Month, to honor Pam and so many 
others like her who were forced to 
make history so that others could have 
the choices that they were denied. The 
fight for reproductive rights would not 
be where it is today without advocates 
like Pam who stand up, time and time 
again, and demand that women have 
the right to decide.’’ 

Madam Speaker, this evening, the 
Pro-Choice Caucus and I also want to 
recognize the women who launched and 
built the groundbreaking reproductive 
justice movement. While women of 
color have long fought for these prin-
ciples, ‘‘reproductive justice’’ as a term 
was coined in 1994 when a group of 
Black women gathered in Chicago 
ahead of the International Conference 
on Population and Development in 
Cairo. 

Loretta Ross is one of a number of 
women who built the reproductive jus-
tice movement. She was part of the 
1994 meeting and went on to co-found 
the organization SisterSong, which de-
fines ‘‘reproductive justice’’ as the 

human right to maintain personal bod-
ily autonomy; to have children, not 
have children; and to parent the chil-
dren we have in safe and sustainable 
communities. 

A scholar who teaches both at Smith 
College and who has published exten-
sively on reproductive justice, she re-
cently testified at the House Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform in this legislative session. 

Dorothy Roberts is another pioneer 
of the reproductive justice movement. 
From Pennsylvania, she is also consid-
ered one of the leaders. 

There have been many leaders in our 
government and in our communities 
who we celebrate tonight. We, in the 
Pro-Choice Caucus, have identified a 
few women who we want to highlight 
this evening. 

I will start with some of the law-
makers and legislators who helped pave 
the way, including Shirley Chisholm, 
the first Black woman elected to Con-
gress in 1968. She was also the first 
Black woman to run for President. 
Throughout her trailblazing career, she 
was a strong supporter of reproductive 
rights. 

In 1969, she was named honorary 
president of the National Abortion 
Rights Action League, NARAL. In 1970, 
she supported legalized abortion in her 
home State of New York. In 1970, she 
described abortion as an issue of eco-
nomic and racial justice. 

Louise Slaughter, a longtime Mem-
ber from New York and chairwoman of 
the Rules Committee, during her long 
tenure in Congress, served as a founder 
and co-chair of the Pro-Choice Caucus. 

In addition to championing legisla-
tion to protect and expand access to 
abortion and contraception, Represent-
ative Slaughter condemned efforts to 
expand the so-called conscience protec-
tions at the expense of healthcare ac-
cess and was an early leader on mar-
riage equality. 

First elected in 1972, Pat Schroeder 
was one of only 14 women in the House 
at the time of the January 1973 Roe v. 
Wade decision. When a male colleague 
asked her how she could be a mother of 
two small children and a Member of 
Congress at the same time, she fa-
mously replied: ‘‘I have a brain and a 
uterus, and I use both.’’ 

Other figures who are large in the 
women’s reproductive rights move-
ment, of course, must include Ellen 
Malcolm, who, in 1985, led a group of 
friends in creating an organization 
dedicated to electing pro-choice Demo-
cratic women, giving them the credi-
bility and resources that they needed 
through her organization, EMILY’s 
List. 

We began this evening talking about 
Sarah Weddington, and there are many 
lawyers and judges who have been a 
part of this movement at some time in 
their careers, including, famously, of 
course, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
Kathryn Kolbert, Priscilla Smith, and 
Linda Coffee. 

Of course, we heard from several peo-
ple tonight, several of our Members, 

about the work done in their local 
communities at Planned Parenthood 
health centers across the country. As 
we touch on some of these important 
women leaders in our community and 
our country, we certainly recognize the 
leadership that we have seen at 
Planned Parenthood health centers, in-
cluding Faye Wattleton, who was the 
first Black woman to serve as the 
president of the Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America, as well as the 
youngest; Cecile Richards, who was 
president of the Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America and the Planned 
Parenthood Action Fund, and she is 
the daughter of the late Texas Gov-
ernor, another champion for reproduc-
tive rights, women’s rights, and wom-
en’s equality, Ann Richards. 

Alexis McGill Johnson, the current 
president and CEO of the Planned Par-
enthood Federation of America and the 
Planned Parenthood Action Fund, is in 
charge of and oversees Planned Parent-
hood’s vital health services to 2.4 mil-
lion people each year through more 
than 600 health centers across the 
country. She is a champion for social 
and racial justice, a respected political 
and cultural organizer, and a tireless 
advocate for reproductive freedom. 

The National Abortion Rights Action 
League, which I mentioned earlier, has 
always had an incredible role to play in 
the fight for reproductive rights. Its 
leaders—Karen Mulhauser, Nanette 
Falkenberg, Kate Michelman, Nancy 
Keenan, Ilyse Hogue, and, today, Mini 
Timmaraju—have left an incredible 
mark. 

The Guttmacher Institute and its 
current leadership under Dr. Herminia 
Palacio—the Guttmacher Institute’s 
mission is to advance sexual and repro-
ductive health and rights in the United 
States and across the globe. 

There are so many people, so many 
women, who have come together 
around these issues, who have come to-
gether to protect the health, the equal-
ity, the autonomy, and the dignity of 
women across this country. Whether 
named or not this evening on the floor, 
those are the people who we celebrate 
tonight. 

Madam Speaker, we began this hour 
with a celebration of trailblazing, fear-
less women from my home State of 
Texas. I am so grateful to my col-
leagues from Texas who joined me this 
evening and to my colleagues from 
across the country who spoke out to-
night. 

Today in Texas, and across the coun-
try, reproductive rights are under at-
tack. The passage of the draconian 
Senate Bill 8 in Texas, which Rep-
resentative STEVENS discussed, which 
Representative VEASEY discussed, has 
created a healthcare crisis for women 
and healthcare providers across our 
State. Sadly, but not surprisingly, 
other States are quickly following suit. 

As we have seen, and as we have 
heard from some of our colleagues this 
evening, it is not merely abortion. Ad-
vocates with cases pending before the 
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United States Supreme Court today, 
including Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization, are arguing that 
the protections recognized in Roe v. 
Wade and Griswold v. Connecticut, 
which gave married couples the right 
to use birth control, that those prin-
ciples should be rejected. 

This is alarming. This is terrifying. 
This is not what the majority of Amer-
icans want. It is not what people have 
fought so hard for so long to achieve. 

That is why it is so important that 
this evening we remember and honor 
the work that people have done to en-
sure reproductive rights, reproductive 
health, and reproductive justice. It is 
also important that we recommit our-
selves to continuing that work. 

As my colleagues noted, in Sep-
tember, thanks to the leadership of 
Representative JUDY CHU and the Pro- 
Choice Caucus, the House passed the 
Women’s Health Protection Act to pro-
tect the right to access abortion care 
against restrictions and bans in every 
State in our Union. 

Passing this legislation is a critical 
step toward creating a world where 
every person, whoever they are, wher-
ever they live, whatever their cir-
cumstances, is free to make the best 
healthcare and personal decisions for 
themselves, their families, and their 
futures. 

We must continue to defend and pro-
tect the fundamental rights essential 
to our autonomy, our dignity, and our 
equality that are represented in the 
case of Roe v. Wade and the Women’s 
Health Protection Act. 

In times like these, it is important to 
me to remember, and it is important 
for all of us to remember, that Texas 
gave us S.B. 8, but it also gave us 
Sarah Weddington, Loretta Ross, 
Cecile Richards, and so many other 
people who we talked about this 
evening and who we know have been 
champions for women’s health, wom-
en’s reproductive rights, and reproduc-
tive justice. 

b 2030 

Mrs. FLETCHER. Like women across 
the country, from New Hampshire to 
North Carolina to Florida to Michigan 
to California, all of whom spoke this 
evening, Texas women have fought and 
will continue to fight for the right to 
safe, legal, accessible abortion care, to 
reproductive healthcare, and to repro-
ductive justice. I am proud to be one of 
them. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until 10 a.m. tomorrow for morning- 
hour debate and noon for legislative 
business. 

Thereupon (at 8 o’clock and 31 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, March 30, 2022, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

h 
BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO LEGISLATION 

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YARMUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote on 
passage, the attached estimate of the costs of H.R. 2954, the Securing a Strong Retirement Act of 2022, as amended, for 
printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

ESTIMATE OF PAY-AS-YOU-GO EFFECTS FOR H.R. 2954 

By fiscal year, in millions of dollars— 

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2022– 
2026 

2022– 
2031 

Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Impact ........................................................................................................................................................ 90 ¥1,308 ¥2,041 ¥2,379 ¥2,814 ¥2,735 778 1,420 3,540 4,389 ¥8,453 ¥1,058 

Components may not sum to totals because of rounding. 

Pursuant to the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (PAYGO), Mr. YARMUTH hereby submits, prior to the vote on 
passage, for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, that H.R. 6865, the Don Young Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2022, 
as amended, would have no significant effect on the deficit, and therefore, the budgetary effects of such bill are estimated 
as zero. 

h 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

ETC. 
Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 

communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3694. A letter from the Senior Legal 
Advisor for Regulatory Affairs, Department 
of the Treasury, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Program Fraud Civil 
Remedies [31 CFR Part 16] received March 9, 
2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform. 

EC–3695. A letter from the Senior Procure-
ment Analyst, Office of Government-wide 
Policy, General Services Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— GSAR Extending Federal Supply Schedule 
Orders Beyond the Contract Term [GSAR 
Case 2020-G509; Docket No.: GSA-GSAR 2021- 
0015; Sequence No. 1] (RIN: 3090-AK19) re-
ceived March 2, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Reform. 

EC–3696. A letter from the Deputy Archi-
vist of the United States, National Archives 
and Records Administration, transmitting 
the Administration’s direct final rule — 
Classified National Security Information 

[FDMS No. NARA-22-0002; NARA-2022-021] 
(RIN: 3095-AC06) received March 16, 2022, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Reform. 

EC–3697. A letter from the Chief, Division 
of Bird Conservation, Permits, and Regula-
tions, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department 
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Migratory Bird Permits; 
Administrative Updates to 50 CFR Parts 21 
and 22 [Docket No.: FWS-HQ-MB-2021-0025; 
FF09M22000-223-FXMB12320900000] (RIN: 1018- 
BF59) received March 9, 2022, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–3698. A letter from the Chief, Regula-
tions and Standards Branch, Bureau of Safe-
ty and Environmental Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Oil and Gas and Sul-
fur Operations on the Outer Continental 
Shelf —— Civil Penalty Inflation Adjust-
ment [30 CFR Part 250] (RIN: 1014-AA55) re-
ceived March 2, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–3699. A letter from the Attorney Ad-
viser, Federal Railroad Administration, De-

partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Railroad 
Workplace Safety [Docket No. FRA-2019-0074] 
(RIN: 2130-AC78) received March 16, 2022, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. DEFAZIO: Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. H.R. 5343. A bill to 
direct the Administrator of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to submit a 
report to Congress on case management per-
sonnel turnover, and for other purposes; with 
amendments (Rept. 117–281). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. DEFAZIO: Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. H.R. 6865. A bill to 
authorize appropriations for the Coast 
Guard, and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 117–282). Referred to the 
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