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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, higher prices
at the gas pump directly result from
President Biden’s actions.

On his first days in office, he can-
celed the Keystone pipeline; he ended
new oil and gas leases on Federal lands;
and he is attempting to regulate the
industry out of existence by way of ex-
ecutive orders.

But don’t worry, President Biden’s
administration has offered some words
of encouragement for Americans strug-
gling to pay outrageous prices at the
pump.

Last week, the Secretary of Trans-
portation said to those Americans
upset about paying outrageous gas
prices that ‘‘communities can all ben-
efit from the gas savings of driving an
electric vehicle.”

Did someone forget to mention to the
Secretary that the average cost of an
electric vehicle is $50,000, which, frank-
ly, is far more than the yearly house-
hold income of many middle Ten-
nesseans?

Even Elon Musk, the founder of the
electric vehicle maker Tesla, under-
stands that electric vehicles cannot
solve this immediate crisis. Maybe he
should lead the Department of Trans-
portation.

Mr. Speaker, there is only one solu-
tion to President Biden’s energy crisis:
reverse these disastrous executive or-
ders and unleash America’s energy
independence.

————
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SUPPORT THE BLACK AND BROWN
MIGRANTS AROUND THE WORLD

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I am proud
to speak today in support of Black and
Brown migrants around the world.
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine is horrific,
and my heart is with the millions of
families who have been displaced and
those who have lost their lives.

I must highlight the refugee crisis
caused by the war that has exposed a
double standard. Black and Brown mi-
grants fleeing Ukraine are being forced
to the back of the line and turned away
at European borders. This reminds me
of what happened this past September
at our own border when the U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Patrol used excessive
force and life-threatening tactics in a
racially-charged manner against un-
armed Haitians. Simply put, we must
demand better.

President Biden and the administra-
tion must raise this issue with Euro-
pean leaders at every opportunity, and
act to ensure that everyone, regardless
of their color, their skin, their faith,
and their ethnicity can find safety
from this violent conflict.
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL RED
CROSS MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
March as National Red Cross Month.
Since 1943, March has been recognized
as Red Cross Month. The Red Cross was
founded by Clara Barton in 1881 with
the noble mission of preventing and
easing human suffering.

Since its creation, the Red Cross has
grown to one of the largest organiza-
tions in the country. Their efforts span
from disaster relief, lifesaving blood
collections, international services, and
assistance with military families and
veterans. In our current state of the
world, the Red Cross is actively assist-
ing with humanitarian efforts in
Ukraine.

The Red Cross is able to carry out
their mission because of their vast and
strong network of volunteers, donors,
and partners. Whether help is needed in
big cities or the smallest towns, the
Red Cross is always ready to provide
assistance.

Mr. Speaker, during American Red
Cross Month, let’s renew our commit-
ment to the timeless ideals of caring
for one another.

———

STOP THE WAR IN UKRAINE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
earlier today during the debate dealing
with removing the normal trade rela-
tions from Russia and Belarus, I indi-
cated that ‘‘slaughter” is too nice a
word to describe the actions of Vladi-
mir Putin against the innocent people
of Ukraine. I insist on that definition.
One Member rose and said it was geno-
cide. Certainly, it is near that dev-
astating and deadly system that we
have seen used elsewhere.

As Russian soldiers come home in
body bags and as Russian mothers
begin to mourn, I make this plea to the
Russian people: This is an illegal war.
Putin is a war criminal. We can only
now count on you. The Western world
has done every single thing that they
can do to stop the pillage, the violence,
the killing of pregnant women, the
slaughtering of babies in the street.

It is time now for the Russian people
to unleash the shackles around your
mind and your hands, to be able to
stand up and say to Putin—who is now
leading your country into an end that
you will never, never, never forget or
be forgiven for.

Why don’t you stand up and speak
eloquently to stop this violence and
this war, to ask for peace, to get to the
peace table, and make a difference in
Russia saving lives, and for the people
of Ukraine.
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GAS PRICES HIT AN ALL-TIME
HIGH

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, gas prices
have hit an all-time high, averaging
over $4 nationally for the first time
since 2008. The rising price of fuel, gro-
ceries, and just about everything are
an assault on the pocketbooks of work-
ing families, and it is all a direct result
of President Biden’s failed energy poli-
cies.

Under the Trump administration we
were energy independent for the first
time in my lifetime. But within just
his first few days in office, President
Biden reversed all the progress that we
made.

Yesterday, we heard from President
Zelenskyy who urged President Biden
to do more to support Ukraine as they
defend themselves from Russia. While
banning Russian oil imports is a vital
first step, another way to support
Ukraine is by unleashing American en-
ergy so we can help make the world
less reliant on Putin and dictators who
use the profits from oil exports to fund
their malign activities.

President Biden would rather pay
dictators than Americans all in the
name of climate change. What hap-
pened to Made in America? For the
sake of our Nation and our European
allies who could use an alternative to
Russian fuel, I hope he listens to the
American people—let’s make America
energy independent again.

————

REMEMBERING JARED LLOYD

(Mr. JONES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, March 23
marks 1 year since the tragic passing
of my constituent, Jared Lloyd, whose
memory I wish to honor today.

Mr. Lloyd was a volunteer firefighter
with the Hillcrest Fire Department in
the village of Spring Valley, New York,
where I grew up. On March 23 of last
year, Jared Lloyd died a hero. He sac-
rificed his life to rescue residents of
Evergreen Court Home for Adults from
a horrific fire.

Jared’s colleagues have said that he
saved as many as 30 lives that day. I
know that I speak on behalf of the peo-
ple of Rockland County when I say
that I cannot express how incredibly
proud I am of him for his bravery and
his selflessness, and how sad I am over
his loss.

Jared Lloyd was 35 years old. He was
a son, a companion, and a loving father
of two wonderful children, Logan and
Darius. Jared was a schoolmate of
mine. He was a graduate of Spring Val-
ley High School. He had so much life
left to live. He will never be forgotten.
Today, he is remembered in the House
of Representatives for his heroic ac-
tions.
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ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TORRES of New York). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
4, 2021, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman
from New Mexico (Ms. STANSBURY).

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening as the proud daughter of
New Mexico to discuss the trans-
formative impacts of the American
Rescue Plan for our State on this beau-
tiful St. Patrick’s Day during Women’s
History Month to highlight the im-
pacts the American Rescue Plan has
had for our working families, our kids,
and for our entire Nation.

It has been a difficult year—a dif-
ficult several years—as our commu-
nities have experienced the impacts of
the pandemic and the economic strug-
gles that have come with it. When we
think back to even a year ago, last
year at this time, we were unable to
gather safely, unemployment was at an
all-time high, so many of our families
were struggling, and businesses closed.

One year ago, this body passed the
American Rescue Plan. One year later,
people are still struggling in our coun-
try, and supply chains and our econ-
omy are still recovering, but so much
has changed. Our economy is growing
at a faster rate than at any point since
the 1980s. More jobs have been created
in 1 year than ever in our Nation’s his-
tory. Wages are up and more small
businesses are opening up across the
country than ever before.

Because the American Rescue Plan
changed the way in which families put
food on the table, provide for their
families so that our parents, and
women in particular, can return to
work and has helped our schools stay
open and our families and small busi-
nesses stay afloat.

Let’s get to the heart of the matter
today, which is how this particular
piece of legislation has transformed
the lives of so many New Mexicans and
how our communities have benefitted
from these historic policies.

The people of New Mexico, especially
our women, are strong, resilient cen-
ters of our families, and the roots of
our communities. Our women carry us,
nurture us, and work hard every day so
that we can succeed—like the women
in my own life, my own mother, my
sister, and the trailblazing women who
came before us and support us every
day in our communities.

But the challenges and burdens of
this pandemic in the past 2 years have
fallen unequally and disproportion-
ately on women who have exited the
workforce in unprecedented numbers,
and on our kids who are resilient, yet
still struggling.

As families struggle to make ends
meet, keep a roof over their heads, and
put food on the table, women have had
to dig deep and find creative solutions.
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These burdens have fallen dispropor-
tionately, in particular, on our Latina
and Hispano women, on our indigenous
women, our Black women, and women
struggling economically every day to
make ends meet.

There are countless stories of strug-
gle and resilience and survival in our
communities and the impacts of the
American Rescue Plan. One from New
Mexico’s First Congressional District
is that of April Trujillo and her four
boys in Albuquerque.

After losing her husband in Sep-
tember of 2020, Derrick Trujillo, a
small business owner, who owned a
small carpet cleaning business, their
family struggled in a way that they
had never done so before. They were ul-
timately able to keep a roof over their
heads and keep food on the table be-
cause of the transformative impacts of
the child tax credit and rental assist-
ance programs provided by the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan.

It is by no means a stretch to say
that these programs helped to catch
this family as they faced potentially
becoming homeless at one of the most
difficult moments in their life. That is
exactly what this American Rescue
Plan was designed to do and why we
must put these transformational in-
vestments in childcare, in the child tax
credit, in housing, in food assistance,
and our community well-being, and
continue them into the future.

They catch families like the Trujillo
family when they need it most. It will
help to lift up Americans who are fac-
ing economic struggles and create op-
portunities for families for generations
to come.

As we celebrate the 1l-year anniver-
sary of the American Rescue Plan and
celebrate the passage of the historic in-
frastructure package a few months ago,
and crucial budget legislation just this
last week, these bills have had a trans-
formational impact on our economy,
on jobs, and families across the coun-
try, and we acknowledge that the work
is not over.

We must extend the child tax credit.
We must expand programs to tackle
housing and hunger. We must invest in
a universal childcare system and car-
ing for our elders. We must tackle
drought and climate change. We must
stand with Ukraine and global democ-
racy. This is the work ahead and we
stand together united to get it done.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I have been taught and told
from an African proverb that when a
tall tree falls in the forest it makes a
lot of noise, it gathers a lot of atten-
tion, everybody and every entity in the
forest knows that something has hap-
pened.

A few days ago, a tall tree fell in the
““‘Chicagoland” community where 1
live. A gentleman, Mr. Pervis Spann,
spent the last day of his life. Pervis
Spann, to all of us, is known as the
“blues man” because he was a great
artist who projected, promoted, and en-
tertained us for years.
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Pervis was born in Itta Bena, Mis-
sissippi. Like many other African
Americans who were born in Itta Bena,
Mississippi, and anyone else in Mis-
sissippi, individuals migrated to other
places. Thousands and thousands and
thousands of them made their way to
Chicago, Illinois.

As a matter of fact, we fondly say
that the only place where there are
more Mississippians than there are in
Chicago is in Mississippi itself. Many
individuals left the delta area. So did
Pervis Spann. He went to Michigan;
worked in Gary, Indiana; and joined
the military. But eventually he made
his way to Chicago.

He came to Chicago and used his GI
Bill to go to broadcasting school, and
he got to be very good at it, not only as
a broadcaster but also as a promoter.

Ultimately, the Stack brothers
bought a radio station, and they named
that station WVON. Eventually Mr.
Pervis Spann, Vernon Jarrett, Wesley
South and a woman named Gwendolyn
Hayes ended up acquiring the station.
Spann was the blues part of it. As a
matter of fact, he entertained and pro-
moted, entertained and promoted.

The station also became a pioneer in
talk radio. As a matter of fact, before
there was talk radio, Wesley South,
one of the partners, had a talk radio
program called ‘‘On Target’”. And this
was years and years and years ago. ‘‘On
Target’. It is hard to believe that talk
now dominates in many places. So
WVON was a pioneer of talk radio.

It also has become the powerhouse of
communication in the Chicagoland
area, especially for African Americans.
Talk all day long about whatever is
going on in the community, whatever
is going on in Chicago, and whatever is
going on in the world, WVON. As a
matter of fact, many of my neighbors
and friends wait to wake up in the
morning so that they can listen to
WVON especially, beginning at 6:00
o’clock in the morning.

But not only was Pervis Spann a tre-
mendous promoter, but he also was a
tremendous businessman period. Ulti-
mately the station came into the hands
of his daughter, Melody Spann-Cooper,
who has taken it to new heights. If it is
not heard on VON, it did not happen if
it was not part of the discussion on
WVON. So it is much more than enter-
tainment. It is the community’s town-
hall all day long, every day, whatever
it is, WVON leads the way.

So I simply wanted to express condo-
lences to his family on his passing and
also let his family know how much
Pervis Spann has meant to Chicago,
how much it has meant to the social-
ization of the community, how much it
has meant to the business promotion of
the community, and how much it has
meant to the spirituality of the com-
munity. On Sunday afternoons there is
kind of a gospel-political atmosphere
created, so that some people can hardly
wait to get home from church so they
can turn on VON so they can listen to
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