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SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 

ON ENERGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. CASTEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CASTEN. Madam Speaker, Vladi-
mir Putin’s horrific war against the 
Ukrainian people has all of us talking 
about how to prevent him and other 
oil-rich autocrats like him from being 
able to afford to commit these heinous 
acts in the future. It has also, all of a 
sudden, made everybody in this town 
an energy expert. I am here to set the 
record straight about a few things. 

One, Russia is a petrostate. Fossil 
fuels are funding Putin’s war crimes 
against the Ukrainian people. Fossil 
fuels are funding Putin’s assault on de-
mocracy. Fossil fuels are funding the 
demise of post-World War II stability 
in Europe. Putin’s power comes from 
fossil fuels and our world’s dependence 
on them. 

Two, you cannot end an addiction by 
increasing the supply. No amount of in-
creased fossil fuel extraction in the 
United States, which, I should note, 
would take years, can take away Rus-
sia’s influence on the global energy 
market. Since fossil fuels are a global 
commodity, as long as we depend on 
them, Americans will continue to be 
subject to wild price fluctuations based 
on the whims of petro-dictators. 

Three, when the fossil fuel industry 
and the conservative politicians they 
bankroll go on television claiming the 
solution to the pain you are feeling at 
the pump today is to drill more in the 
U.S., they are lying to you. They are 
lying in a cynical attempt to take ad-
vantage of a tragic situation to line 
their own pocketbooks. You deserve 
the truth. 

The truth is that there is only one 
long-term solution to stop funding oil- 
rich autocrats and insulate Americans 
from energy price inflation: Double 
down on our transition to cleaner, 
cheaper, domestically produced renew-
able energy and energy efficiency. 

The horror that we are seeing in 
Ukraine makes it abundantly clear 
that clean energy isn’t just necessary 
to protect against climate devastation. 
Preventing wars and protecting our na-
tional security demands investments in 
clean energy. American energy inde-
pendence demands investments in 
clean energy. Lowering costs demands 
investments in clean energy. 

Every day we fail to reach an agree-
ment on the baseline climate invest-
ments that were passed in the House is 
a day that Americans pay the price at 
the pumps and oil-rich autocrats prof-
it. 

That is why I have led nearly 90 of 
my House colleagues in calling on 
President Biden to lead a climate re-
start to reconciliation negotiations 
centering the cost-saving clean energy 
investments as the path forward to de-
liver tangible results to the American 
people. This is a code red moment, and 
it cannot wait any longer. 

SUPPORTING WOMEN WHO ARE SEXUALLY 
ABUSED 

Mr. CASTEN. Madam Speaker, sex-
ual assault is common among female 
students of all ages, races, and 
ethnicities. On college campuses, one 
in five women in college experience a 
sexual assault. Studies show that stu-
dents are at the highest risk of sexual 
assault in the first few months of their 
first and second semesters in college. 

This is unacceptable. Every woman 
everywhere has the right to live free 
from abuse. This is why it was so im-
portant to reauthorize the Violence 
Against Women Act, and I am proud 
that we finally passed that reauthor-
ization into law in our omnibus pack-
age. 

But we also have to ensure that 
women who are at risk have trained, 
trusted professionals who they can 
reach out to when they are at risk. 
That is why I was pleased to introduce, 
and see included in the final package, 
my amendment to ensure that appro-
priate campus faculty, such as aca-
demic advisers or professionals who 
deal with students on a daily basis, are 
trained to recognize victims of sexual 
and domestic violence. We have to en-
sure that our campuses are equipped 
with the tools and knowledge to com-
bat violence against women. 

If you are sexually assaulted, your 
experience is valid. It is not your fault, 
and you are not alone. Please know 
there is a community of people ready 
and willing to believe you, trust you, 
and support you. 

TRADING IN INDIVIDUAL STOCKS BY 
CONGRESSIONAL STAFF AND MEMBERS 

Mr. CASTEN. Madam Speaker, there 
is an iron rule of investing: unless you 
are Warren Buffet or have access to in-
sider information, you won’t make 
money trying to outsmart the market. 
Invest in mutual funds and index funds 
to build your wealth. 

And yet, according to a recent New 
York Times article, Members of Con-
gress are not only buying and selling a 
lot of individual stocks, but we consist-
ently outperform the market. 

I don’t see Warren Buffet here nor do 
I see a lot of people with long track 
records of successful stock picking be-
fore they came to Congress, but I do 
see a lot of people with access to a lot 
of inside information, who know when 
we are about to change our defense 
contracts or invest in domestic semi-
conductor capacity, update our anti-
trust laws, or buy vaccines, and have 
the ability to trade on that inside in-
formation. 

Our responsibilities as Members of 
Congress are a trust from the voters. 
Ethics matters. That is why I don’t 
personally own or trade individual 
stocks, and I encourage every Member 
of Congress to stop trading stocks im-
mediately. Even the appearance of im-
propriety by one Member cheapens us 
all. 

That is why I am a proud cosponsor 
of the Ban Conflicted Trading Act, 
which would bar Members of Congress 

and senior congressional staff from 
buying or selling individual stocks and 
other investments and from serving on 
any corporate boards while in office. 

We owe it to the American people to 
pass that bill and sign it into law. 

f 

AMERICA’S ENERGY CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BUCSHON. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to address America’s energy 
crisis and the administration’s contin-
ued assault on American-made energy 
that has killed jobs, increased our de-
pendency on foreign oil, and most re-
cently jeopardized our national secu-
rity. 

Just 1 year ago, our country was 
comfortably meeting our energy needs, 
and we were a net exporter of energy 
for the first time in 50 years. However, 
under this administration’s leadership 
or lack thereof, we have dramatically 
increased our dependence on foreign 
oil, sent gas prices sky high, and in-
creased heating bills during the winter. 

Instead of turning to America’s own 
energy sector to meet our energy needs 
and continue to make us independent, 
this administration is asking countries 
like Iran and Venezuela to compensate 
for the ban on Russian imports and ig-
noring American energy producers. 

In doing so, the administration is 
prioritizing oil produced by dictators 
over American energy producers who 
support jobs and businesses here at 
home. 

I urge the administration to flip the 
switch and reduce our dependence on 
foreign energy by increasing produc-
tion of oil and gas at home. We can do 
this. 

MODERNIZING AND STREAMLINING DIAGNOSTIC 
TESTING 

Mr. BUCSHON. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to bring attention to legisla-
tion that I have been working on with 
the gentlewoman from Colorado (Ms. 
DEGETTE) called the VALID Act, a bi-
partisan, bicameral solution to mod-
ernize and streamline diagnostic test-
ing through establishing a risk-based 
framework for review and approval of 
laboratory-developed tests or in vitro 
diagnostic tests. 

Many of you might be thinking, why 
does this matter? Well, let me tell you. 
Right now in America, laboratory-de-
veloped tests are not regulated for clin-
ical or analytical accuracy. This is a 
problem. CMS and FDA have both told 
us that this is so. They do not regulate 
these tests. 

Every single day there is a new story 
of inaccuracy of these diagnostic tests 
that can be life changing and life alter-
ing with severe consequences. As a doc-
tor, it breaks my heart to hear of situ-
ations where, for example, a young 
woman falsely tests positive for a po-
tential risk for cancer, takes preven-
tive action to save her life potentially, 
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an irreversible action that might pre-
vent her from ever having more chil-
dren, only to find out that the test was 
falsely positive and inaccurate. 

A recent article in The New York 
Times outlined the inaccuracy of some 
prenatal diagnostic blood tests, which 
were very inaccurate. This may lead to 
potential life-changing medical deci-
sions based on these false results. It is 
absolutely devastating. 

If passed, the VALID Act would pro-
tect patients and save lives by ensuring 
Americans can rely on the test results 
they receive while also allowing lead-
ing-edge development and innovation 
to thrive in our hospitals and labora-
tories. 

f 

b 1100 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF KATHY J. SACKMAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. GOMEZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOMEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in memory of Kathy J. Sackman, a pio-
neer in the labor movement, as well as 
a registered nurse and founder of the 
United Nurses Association of Cali-
fornia/Union of Healthcare Profes-
sionals. 

I had the honor of serving with Kathy 
when I was her political director for a 
number of years, and she was a nurse’s 
nurse. She was a frontline nurse who 
worked in critical care units and saw 
that the adverse treatment of nurses 
led to worse outcomes for patients. She 
started in Pittsburgh and then moved 
to California, and she was a registered 
nurse in Fontana. 

I asked Kathy simply one day, why 
did you start the United Nurses Asso-
ciation of California/Union of 
Healthcare Professionals? And she said 
simply, I saw that the nurses were 
being treated very differently, very dif-
ferently than the doctors. We didn’t 
even have dental, and they did. She 
said, it seemed small then, but it was 
something big because it represented 
just the fact that nurses, people that 
work in healthcare, didn’t even get the 
proper benefits that they deserved. So 
they decided to organize. 

That organization now is 32,000 
strong, representing not only reg-
istered nurses but also nurse midwives. 
It is something that she left a living 
legacy that will continue for years to 
come. 

One of the things that we tried to re-
mind people, she told me, is that the 
wins that we have achieved tend to be 
forgotten over the years; that the pay 
for nurses; that the staffing ratio for 
nurses; that the way nurses are viewed 
today has always been so. And she said 
that that was not always the case. And 
that is why they fought to organize, 
they fought for their patients. 

But she also understood that if you 
don’t treat the nurses well, then the 
patients are not treated well. If you 
have 10 patients for one nurse, well, 

there is no way that those patients can 
get the quality care that they deserve. 
So she led, as well as other nurses, for 
the fight for staffing ratios in Cali-
fornia that have improved the out-
comes for patients across not only 
southern California, where she started 
the Nurses Union, but throughout the 
entire State and the country. 

One of the things that she was always 
proud of is that she always put mem-
bers first, nurses first, the community 
first, the hospital first because she 
knew if the hospital did well, that the 
nurses would do well. If the nurses do 
well, patients do well. So this is some-
thing that was impressive. 

Quick story: She reorganized a hos-
pital, nurses at a particular hospital. 
And when we opened up the hospital’s 
books, they were flat broke. Every 
night a creditor would swipe their bank 
accounts, take all the money that was 
owed to them, and they would never 
have enough money to put into patient 
care or to keep them whole. 

So she made an agreement with the 
nurses; we are going to help save this 
hospital. She worked with the parent 
union of this union called AFSCME 
International, a Republican Member of 
Congress, a Democratic Senator, to get 
the bridge funding necessary to help 
that hospital stay afloat. It was a safe-
ty net hospital; and told them that 
once we get that hospital stabilized, 
their finances are better, and we can 
get your raise, then you will be pay 
more dues. At that point, they were 
only paying $5 in dues. That is unheard 
of. But that is because she knew that 
in the end you had to get that hospital 
to a place that was financially stable; 
that was stable for the patient; and was 
stable for the people that worked 
there. 

In the end, she helped save a hospital 
that was in a low-income community. 
It was a working-class community and 
the community that I grew up in, Riv-
erside, California. 

She will always have a lasting legacy 
as long as we continue to fight for pa-
tients, for nurses, and for our commu-
nities. 

Madam Speaker, I just want to also 
mention that she is survived by two 
sons, Monty and Michael, and an ex-
tended family. 

f 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 
today, in recognition of Women’s His-
tory Month, I rise to honor three in-
credible women from central Wash-
ington. 

Shannon Polson of the Methow Val-
ley became one of the first women 
combat pilots in the U.S. military. 
After graduating from the University 
of Alaska ROTC, she was commissioned 
as an Army aviator and was one of the 
first women to fly the Apache attack 

helicopter. She served two tours as an 
Apache platoon leader, and one as a 
company commander, deploying to 
three continents. 

Kathy Bryson of Richland is the Pa-
cific Northwest disaster response coor-
dinator for the United Methodist 
Church. Kathy has provided the overall 
leadership for recovery from fire disas-
ters in Okanogan and Whitman Coun-
ties over the last 2 years, as well as for 
the wildfire disasters in Oregon and 
northern California. 

Kayla Barron of Richland was not 
only a member of the first class of 
women commissioned into the sub-
marine community for the U.S. Navy 
as a submarine warfare officer, but is 
currently serving as mission specialist 
of the NASA SpaceX Crew-3 mission to 
the International Space Station. In 
fact, just yesterday morning, she suc-
cessfully completed a spacewalk. She 
has accomplished much since grad-
uating from Richland High, and you 
can bet that we are all rooting for her 
every step of the way. 

These women exemplify the very best 
of central Washington: Service to com-
munity, determination, integrity, and 
grit. They have paved the way for 
women in our communities and across 
the world. Their stories are an inspira-
tion for all of us in central Wash-
ington, and it is a privilege to honor 
them during Women’s History Month. 

CONGRATULATING JARED BALCOM 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 

today I rise to congratulate National 
Potato Council’s newly elected presi-
dent, and fellow central Washing-
tonian, Mr. Jared Balcom. 

Jared is the owner of a fourth-gen-
eration potato growing and fresh pack-
ing company, Balcom & Moe, based in 
Pasco, Washington, so he knows first-
hand the challenges our central Wash-
ington producers face and how to best 
address them. 

I have had the pleasure of working 
with and getting to know Jared over 
the years and know that he is well- 
equipped to advocate for the potato 
farmers who provide so many jobs and 
boost our local economy. 

Congratulations, Jared, on this new 
role. I look forward to continuing to 
work together to advance our shared 
goals of modernizing water infrastruc-
ture, improving trade agreements, sup-
porting agricultural research, and fix-
ing our agricultural labor crisis. 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF CLIFTON MALM 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 

today, I rise to honor one of central 
Washington’s veterans, Clifton Malm of 
Omak. 

Clifton served our country honorably 
as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam and 
risked his life to protect his fellow 
servicemembers. His courage earned 
him a Purple Heart which, unfortu-
nately, he never received until just 
now. While it may be just a small piece 
of metal, it represents what I believe is 
the gratitude of a truly thankful Na-
tion. 

Clifton, thank you for your service 
and for your continued dedication to 
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