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Since then, the American Rescue 

Plan has been helping us recover. We 
are now enjoying one of the strongest 
periods of economic growth in history, 
and we are building a better America. 

If we look at the progress we have 
made over the past year, Madam 
Speaker, we can see how successful the 
American Rescue Plan truly has been. 

The plan powered historic jobs recov-
ery and produced the largest calendar 
increase in jobs on record. The unem-
ployment rate dropped at a record 
pace, but we have also seen the biggest 
drop in long-term unemployment ever 
recorded in a 12-month span. Nearly 2.5 
million people broke out of the cycle of 
long-term unemployment. Madam 
Speaker, this is huge. 

As the Representative of a majority 
Latino district, I was especially proud 
to learn there were record drops in 
Latino and African-American unem-
ployment rates. African-American un-
employment fell by more than 30 per-
cent. Latino unemployment fell from 
nearly 9 percent to 4.4 percent, the 
fastest drop ever recorded. 

These are hardworking Americans 
going back to work, putting food on 
the table, and earning good paychecks. 
This is building a better America. 

We have seen that when Americans 
have job opportunities, great things 
happen, and they do. That is why we 
also saw the lowest number of home 
foreclosures ever recorded. We also wit-
nessed a record low number of credit 
card delinquencies. 

The American Rescue Plan isn’t only 
helping working adults. The American 
Rescue Plan’s historic child tax credit 
benefits nearly 40 million families with 
65 million children. 

Madam Speaker, in my own home 
State, the child tax credit directly ben-
efits nearly 7 million children, many in 
our area of Houston. Madam Speaker, 
that is a whole lot of children. Most 
families in Texas will receive several 
thousand extra dollars because of the 
increased 2021 child tax credit. 

Because of these historic tax credits, 
child poverty rates have been slashed 
dramatically. In only 1 year, unem-
ployment is at a record low, job oppor-
tunities are on the rise, and child pov-
erty rates have been reduced. We are 
building a better America for all. 

I am so proud we have a strong leader 
in the White House who is leading 
America to full recovery. President 
Biden got it right, Madam Speaker. He 
understood that betting on the Amer-
ican people is always a good idea. With 
the right resources, America will win. 
We will all win. It is just that simple. 
Together, we really are building a bet-
ter America. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LEGACY OF 
DAVID RUDD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. KUSTOFF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KUSTOFF. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to talk about the legacy of 

David Rudd, who is retiring as the 
president of the University of Mem-
phis. 

Dr. David Rudd came to the Univer-
sity of Memphis in 2013 as the provost 
for the university. He had previously 
served as the dean of the College of So-
cial and Behavioral Science and sci-
entific director of the National Center 
for Veterans Studies at the University 
of Utah. 

President Rudd succeeded Dr. Shirley 
Raines as president and Brad Martin as 
interim president of the University of 
Memphis, becoming the University of 
Memphis president in 2014. 

The University of Memphis has a stu-
dent population of around 22,000 stu-
dents, with 17 bachelor’s degrees in 
more than 250 areas of studies, mas-
ter’s degrees in 54 subjects, doctoral de-
grees in 26 disciplines, and graduate 
certificate programs in 44 areas of 
study. The University of Memphis also 
has one of the finest law schools in the 
southeast United States. 

No matter your alma mater, one 
thing most can agree on is that it is ex-
tremely challenging leading a school of 
higher education today, especially in 
the era of COVID. 

With that said, the University of 
Memphis has flourished under David 
Rudd’s tenure as president. There have 
been a number of major accomplish-
ments during this time. Maybe the 
most significant achievement during 
the David Rudd era is the University of 
Memphis obtaining the research classi-
fication known as R1 by the Carnegie 
Classification of Institutions of Higher 
Education. For the first time in its his-
tory, this puts the University of Mem-
phis in the top tier of research univer-
sities across the Nation. 

I asked my friend, Doug Edwards, the 
chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the University of Memphis, about 
David Rudd. Doug told me: ‘‘David 
Rudd is a transformative leader who 
has had a profound impact on the Uni-
versity of Memphis. He has elevated 
the stature of the university to that of 
the second flagship university in Ten-
nessee and a top-tier research institu-
tion.’’ 

Soon Dr. Rudd will take a well-de-
served sabbatical from his leadership 
and administrative duties. When he 
comes back to the University of Mem-
phis in the next year, he will return to 
teaching and research as a distin-
guished professor of psychology and 
will run the new Rudd Institute for 
Veteran and Military Suicide Preven-
tion at the University of Memphis. 

The institute is appropriately named. 
As a veteran of the Gulf war and a 
former Army psychologist, David Rudd 
is one of the Nation’s leading experts 
on suicide prevention among our Na-
tion’s veterans. 

We wish the utmost best to him and 
his wife, Dr. Loretta Rudd, herself a 
distinguished educator and researcher 
in higher education. 

On behalf of the many alumni and 
residents of the Eighth Congressional 

District of Tennessee, Roberta and I 
congratulate, salute, and honor David 
Rudd for his remarkable and out-
standing tenure as the president of the 
University of Memphis. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND FRED 
SHUTTLESWORTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a true civil rights pio-
neer, Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, 
ahead of what would have been his 
100th birthday on Friday, March 18. 

Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth was a 
civil rights activist who led the fight 
against segregation and other forms of 
racism as a minister in Birmingham, 
Alabama. He was a cofounder of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference, initiated and was instrumental 
in the 1963 Birmingham campaign, also 
known as Project C, for confrontation, 
to desegregate the city of Birmingham. 

Regarded as one of the most coura-
geous civil rights fighters in the South 
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Rev-
erend Shuttlesworth was a fearless 
freedom fighter who always stood up 
for what is right. 

Shuttlesworth participated in the 
sit-ins against segregated lunch 
counters in 1960 and took part in the 
organization and completion of the 
Freedom Riders in 1961. 

Throughout his amazing career, de-
spite experiencing violent intimidation 
and numerous attempts on his life, 
Reverend Shuttlesworth remained vigi-
lant in his fight for civil rights. The 
noted pastor of the Bethel Baptist 
Church is recognized as the key leader 
and organizer of the civil rights move-
ment in Birmingham, Alabama. 

In recognition of his lifelong dedica-
tion, President Clinton awarded Rev-
erend Shuttlesworth the Presidential 
Citizens Medal in 2001. Shortly after, in 
2008, the Birmingham-Shuttlesworth 
International Airport was named in his 
honor. 

Although Reverend Shuttlesworth 
died at the age of 89 on October 5 of 
2011, he has a long list of accomplish-
ments. To that, the city of Bir-
mingham is designating this Friday, 
March 18, as the Reverend 
Shuttlesworth Day in honor of the 
100th anniversary of his birthday. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
to join me and the city of Birmingham 
to pay tribute to the extraordinary life 
and legacy of Reverend Fred 
Shuttlesworth as we designate March 
18 as Reverend Shuttlesworth Day. 

HONORING MRS. BEATRICE PRICE 

Ms. SEWELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the remarkable life and 
legacy of Beatrice Price, a pioneering 
Army nurse to the Tuskegee Airmen 
during World War II, who passed away 
at the age of 98 on March 4, 2022. 

Joining the military shortly after 
completing nursing school, Mrs. Price 
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honorably served alongside the leg-
endary Tuskegee Airmen until her dis-
charge in 1948. 

A trailblazer and pioneer in the field 
of nursing, Mrs. Price had a stellar 42- 
year career in nursing, spending more 
than 34 years working at the Bir-
mingham VA Medical Center where she 
once again cared for our servicemen 
and servicewomen with great distinc-
tion until her retirement in January of 
1988. 

On a personal note, Mrs. Price was a 
source of great inspiration for me and 
so many young women. She was de-
voted to her church, her family, and 
her service to this Nation. A woman of 
tremendous faith, Mrs. Price served 
honorably during World War II along-
side the legendary Tuskegee Airmen. 

As Alabama’s first Black Congress-
woman, it was my high honor to be-
stow upon her a Congressional Gold 
Medal for her courage, bravery, and ex-
emplary service. I was also thrilled to 
host Mrs. Price in Washington at the 
State of the Union in 2013. 

For her many accomplishments, Mrs. 
Price was always gracious, always 
compassionate, and always humble. I 
am eternally grateful for our friend-
ship, her mentorship, and our special 
bond. I thank her family for sharing 
her with the world. 

May we find comfort in knowing that 
she lived a full and blessed life. Her 
legacy will live on in the hearts and ac-
tions of those she impacted. Rest in 
peace and power, thy good and faithful 
servant. 

On behalf of Alabama’s Seventh Con-
gressional District, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing the extraor-
dinary life and legacy of Mrs. Beatrice 
Price and her tremendous service to 
this Nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize National Agriculture Week, which 
begins on March 20, a week dedicated 
to honoring and acknowledging the ef-
forts and hard work of American farm-
ers and farm families. 

While farmers, ranchers, producers, 
foresters, and farmworkers should be 
celebrated year-round, National Agri-
culture Week shines a bright light on 
where our Nation’s food, fiber, and fuel 
come from. I have always said every 
American interacts with agriculture at 
least three times a day, whether they 
realize it or not: breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner. It is a fundamental part of our 
lives, and it is the backbone of the 
American economy. 

Celebrated during National Agri-
culture Week, National Agriculture 
Day began in 1973 as a way to recognize 
the unique value that farmers, ranch-
ers, and foresters contribute to our so-

ciety, contributions that have only 
grown in importance over the past 2 
years as the world faced a pandemic, 
global supply chain disruptions, eco-
nomic instability, and, now, war in Eu-
rope. 

Being a farmer has never been an 
easy job by any means. Feeding and 
clothing our Nation and the entire 
world is a monumental task. Every 
day, America’s farm families dedicate 
their minds and bodies to achieving 
that feat. 

Unfortunately, many farmers today 
are facing rising input costs, shrinking 
profit margins, and unrelenting supply 
chain issues, much of which has been 
self-inflicted by leadership in Wash-
ington, yet they continue to persevere. 

As Republican leader of the House 
Agriculture Committee, I am honored 
to represent farm families in rural 
America and serve as their reliable 
voice in the Halls of Congress. 

National Agriculture Week encour-
ages every American to: understand 
how food and fiber products are pro-
duced; appreciate the role agriculture 
plays in providing a safe, abundant, 
and affordable food supply; value the 
essential role of agriculture in our 
economy; and acknowledge and con-
sider successful career opportunities in 
the agriculture industry. 

As the Representative of Pennsylva-
nia’s 15th Congressional District, I 
have the great privilege of working 
firsthand with many farmers and for-
esters. In the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania, we are fortunate to have 
more than 59,000 farms. These men and 
women work hard to feed and clothe 
not just Pennsylvanians but our Nation 
and overseas. Their hard work results 
in agriculture being Pennsylvania’s 
number one industry. 

Agriculture and its associated indus-
tries contribute more than $135 billion, 
or about 18 percent of Pennsylvania’s 
economy. The industry employs half a 
million workers, including 280,500 di-
rect jobs. 

I will end with one of my favorite 
quotes about agriculture from Presi-
dent Jefferson: ‘‘Agriculture . . . is our 
wisest pursuit, because it will in the 
end contribute most to real wealth, 
good morals, and happiness.’’ 

This sentiment rings just as true 
today as it did in President Jefferson’s 
letter to George Washington in 1787. 
Our farm families truly embody the 
best of the American spirit through 
their moral integrity, hard work, and 
an unwavering dedication to their 
craft. Everyone in this Chamber and 
around the world benefits from the 
‘‘wise pursuit’’ of agriculture, and we 
owe these patriots a resounding debt of 
gratitude. 

I want to applaud the farmers, ranch-
ers, and foresters who continue to de-
vote their lives to American agri-
culture. 

b 1030 

RUSSIA IS COMMITTING WAR 
CRIMES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ESPAILLAT) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, 
yesterday, the House of Representa-
tives heard from Ukrainian President 
Zelenskyy as he painted a haunting 
picture of pain inflicted on the Ukrain-
ian people and the war crimes being 
waged on Ukrainians trying to keep 
themselves and their families safe. 

It is clear, Madam Speaker, that 
Vladimir Putin has committed war 
crimes by violating international 
norms, including the Geneva Conven-
tion, in his violent and bloody war of 
conquest on Ukraine. 

I, along with Congressman DAVID 
CICILLINE, have introduced a war 
crimes resolution, H. Res. 964, calling 
on the global community to hold Vladi-
mir Putin and the Russian Government 
accountable for these war crimes. 

Russian forces have used explosive 
weapons with wide-range effects near 
schools and populated areas, hitting 
them with missiles, rockets, and heavy 
artillery. It is clearly a violation of the 
Geneva Convention to target civilian 
and cultural sites. 

On March 1, a Russian airstrike hit 
Freedom Square in Kharkiv, killing ci-
vilians and injuring dozens of innocent 
people. 

On March 1, a Russian missile hit the 
location of the Babyn Yar Holocaust 
Memorial site, a place where thousands 
of Jewish people were killed between 
1941 and 1943. 

On March 3, 47 civilians were killed 
when Russia hit two schools and apart-
ment buildings, injuring countless oth-
ers. This is clearly a violation of the 
Geneva Convention. 

We have also witnessed the attack of 
medical units. On March 9, Russian 
forces bombed a maternity and chil-
dren’s hospital in the city of Mariupol. 
The world watched as a pregnant 
woman was being carried lifeless from 
the hospital wreckage on a stretcher. 
Both she and her child passed away. 

The World Health Organization has 
also confirmed several attacks on 
healthcare centers in Ukraine, causing 
countless deaths and injuries. 

It is clearly a violation of the Geneva 
Convention to target nuclear facilities. 
On March 3, Ukrainian President 
Zelenskyy accused Russian forces of 
nuclear terror as Russian tanks shot at 
the nuclear blocks at a nuclear power 
station in Ukraine. 

More than 3 million people are now 
refugees who have fled Ukraine, 
Madam Speaker. Each day in Ukraine, 
more than 70,000 children have become 
refugees. That accounts for 55 children 
fleeing the country every minute. 

There have been over 2,000 civilian 
casualties in the country, and thou-
sands upon thousands of people have 
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