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Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 2899, offered by
Mr. SAN NIcOLAS of Guam, requires the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a
study to assess the suitability and fea-
sibility of designating areas within the
island of Guam as a national heritage
area.

Archaeological evidence indicates
that the Mariana Islands were one of
the first places settled by seafaring
peoples. The last 400 years of Guam’s
history are marked by administrations
of three different nations: Spain, the
United States, and Japan. After the
Spanish-American War in 1898, Guam
was ceded to the United States as an
unincorporated territory.

Guam’s rich history and culture
merit consideration for national herit-
age area status.

I support Congressman SAN NICOLAS’
bill to study areas within the island of
Guam to determine whether they merit
designation as a national heritage area
in the future.

Madam Speaker, I urge adoption of
the bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Guam (Mr. SAN
NicoLAs), the sponsor of the legisla-
tion.

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker,
Guam would like to begin by thanking
the committee chairman for his leader-
ship on this measure, as well as the
ranking member, the gentleman from
Arkansas, for the unanimous support
of the committee for this legislation,
H.R. 2899, and the majority leader for
us being able to bring this measure to
the floor today.

Madam Speaker, this bill would au-
thorize the National Park Service to
conduct a study throughout the terri-
tory of Guam to identify sites that will
be eligible for designation as national
heritage areas.

The first such designation occurred
in 1984, signed into law by President
Ronald Reagan. Since that time, 54
other sites throughout the country
have been so designated as national
heritage areas, enjoying the rightful
support of this Federal Government to
preserve, promote, and enhance the sig-
nificance of these sites in the fabric of
America.

Madam Speaker, Guam, in relation
to our capital, is our westernmost ter-
ritory, situated closer to Asia than
America. Our island possesses one of
the largest contiguous coral reefs in
the country; a deep history that in-
cludes sites of Imperial Japanese occu-
pation, devastation, and decimation
during World War II; over 300 years of
Spanish colonization and subjugation;
124 years as a U.S. possession; and 3,000
years of present-day indigenous history
carried on by the indigenous CHamoru
people, who this month recognized
CHamoru culture and history month
with Mes CHamoru.
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Guam holds stories of resiliency, loy-
alty, triumph over struggle, and the
struggle that is our present-day
unreconciled relationship with these
United States. It is the birthplace of
patriots who gave their lives for this
country; veterans who proudly served;
and Americans through and through,
who patiently yet persistently seek full
inclusion in this great Nation.

This legislation is but one of many
steps we must take to fully acknowl-
edge the fabric of the territory of
Guam and all territories in the tap-
estry that is American democracy.

Our national heritage is not contig-
uous to a single landmass, nor is it ho-
mogeneous to any single people. It is,
in fact, everything and everyone we are
today and the confluence of cir-
cumstances that have brought us to
this day.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues throughout this Congress to
join our colleagues on the committee
to secure unanimous passage of H.R.
2899 as symbolic of the unanimity of
this great Nation, the United States,
Tribes, and territories of America.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
again, I urge adoption of the bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. JACKSON, LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
in strong support of H.R. 2899, “To direct the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study to
assess the suitability and feasibility of desig-
nating areas within the island of Guam as a
National Heritage Area, and for other pur-
poses.”

Different from national parks, national herit-
age areas are community-based efforts that
preserve and share stories about a region’s
history and character. Heritage areas contain
a mixture of public and private property, in-
cluding towns, historic sites, parks, trails, com-
mercial districts, and even working farms.

National Heritage Areas are a grassroots,
community-driven approach to heritage con-
servation and economic  development.
Through public-private partnerships, NHA enti-
ties support historic preservation, natural re-
source conservation, recreation, heritage tour-
ism, and educational projects. Leveraging
funds and long-term support for projects, NHA
partnerships foster pride of place and an en-
during stewardship ethic.

When an area is designated as an NHA, its
inhabitants don’t have to leave. An important
aspect of NHAs is that they are intended as a
celebration of a living environment, and they
improve the local economy around them.

The National Parks Service estimates NHAs
average $5.50 for every $1.00 of federal in-
vestment, bolstering the local economies
through their unique “heritage tourism.”

Not only are NHAs economically friendly,
but they are also climate friendly. Many NHAs
improve water and air quality in their regions
through restoration projects and encourage
people to enjoy natural and cultural sites by
providing new recreational opportunities.

Guam is much more than sun, sea, and
sand. The island is awash with a history that
dates back to the Latte Period of 2000BC, the
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period of Ancient Chamorro life before a
Spanish expedition led by Portuguese explorer
Ferdinand Magellan arrived on March 6, 1521.

With 131 sites around the island listed on
the National Register of Historic Places, these
historical landmarks weave a fascinating tale
of the island’s struggles, resilience, and vic-
tories over thousands of years. Though the is-
land’s colorful history spans the Spanish era,
the American period, and Japanese WWII oc-
cupation, today Guam is most widely cele-
brated for its native Chamorro culture and
pride.

Chamorros are the indigenous people of the
Mariana Islands of which Guam is the largest
and southernmost on an island chain. Archeo-
logical evidence identified civilization dating
back 5,000 years.

Their vernacular, called the Chamorro lan-
guage, is interestingly not a Micronesian dia-
lect but a distinct language with its own vocab-
ulary and grammar.

Therefore, considering the richness of
Guam’s land and its peoples, it brings me
much joy to rise in strong support of H.R.
2899. | urge my colleagues to do the same.

It is for that reason, Madam Speaker, that |
urge my colleagues to support this legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
JACKSON LEE). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 2899.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

MODERNIZING ACCESS TO OUR
PUBLIC LAND ACT

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3113) to require the Secretary
of the Interior, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, and the Assistant Secretary of
the Army for Civil Works to digitize
and make publicly available geo-
graphic information system mapping
data relating to public access to Fed-
eral land and waters for outdoor recre-
ation, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3113

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Modernizing
Access to Our Public Land Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal
land”” means any land managed by a Federal
land management agency.

(2) FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY.—
The term ‘‘Federal land management agen-
cy’”’ means—

(A) the Bureau of Reclamation;

(B) the National Park Service;

(C) the Bureau of Land Management;

(D) the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service;

(E) the Forest Service; and
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(F') the Corps of Engineers.

(3) ROAD OR TRAIL.—The term ‘‘road or
trail” means a road or trail designated by 1
or more of the Secretaries for public use.

(4) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries’
means—

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service;

(B) the Secretary of the Interior; and

(C) the Secretary of the Army, acting
through the Assistant Secretary of the Army
for Civil Works.

SEC. 3. INTERAGENCY DATA STANDARDIZATION.

Not later than 30 months after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretaries shall
jointly develop and adopt interagency stand-
ards to ensure compatibility and interoper-
ability among applicable Federal databases
with respect to the collection and dissemina-
tion of data—

(1) relating to public outdoor recreational
use on Federal land; and

(2) used to depict locations at which recre-
ation uses are available to the public.

SEC. 4. DIGITIZATION AND PUBLICATION OF
EASEMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 4 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, each
of the Secretaries, to the maximum extent
practicable, shall digitize and publish on the
applicable agency website geographic infor-
mation system mapping data that specifies,
with respect to the relevant Secretary, all
Federal interests in private land, including
easements (other than flowage easements),
reservations, and rights-of-way—

(1) to which the Federal Government does
not have a fee title interest; and

(2) that may be used to provide public rec-
reational access to the Federal land.

(b) PuUBLIC COMMENT.—The Secretaries
shall develop a process to allow members of
the public to submit questions or comments
regarding the information described in sub-
section (a).

SEC. 5. DATA CONSOLIDATION AND PUBLICATION
OF ROUTE AND AREA DATA FOR
PUBLIC RECREATIONAL USE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than
5 years after the date of enactment of this
Act, each of the Secretaries, to the max-
imum extent practicable, shall make pub-
licly available on the website of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, the Forest Service, and
the Corps of Engineers, as applicable, geo-
graphic information system data with re-
spect to the following:

(1) Status information with respect to
whether roads and trails on the Federal land
are open or closed.

(2) The dates on which roads and trails on
the Federal land are seasonally closed.

(3) The classes of vehicles and types of rec-
reational uses that are allowed on each seg-
ment of roads and trails on the Federal land,
including the permissibility of—

(A) off-highway vehicles;

(B) motorcycles;

(C) nonmotorized bicycles;

(D) electric bicycles;

(E) passenger vehicles;

(F) nonmechanized transportation; and

(G) over-snow vehicles.

(4) The boundaries of areas where hunting
or recreational shooting (including archery,
firearm discharge, and target shooting) is
permanently restricted or prohibited on the
Federal land.

(b) UPDATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries, to the
maximum extent practicable, shall update
the data described in subsection (a) not less
frequently than twice per year.

(2) PUBLIC COMMENT.—The Secretaries shall
develop a process to allow members of the
public to submit questions or comments re-
garding the information described in sub-
section (a).
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(¢c) EFFECT.—Geographic information sys-
tem data made publicly available under sub-
section (a) shall not disclose information re-
garding the nature, location, character, or
ownership of historic, paleontological, or ar-
chaeological resources, consistent with ap-
plicable law.

SEC. 6. COOPERATION AND COORDINATION.

(a) THIRD-PARTY PROVIDERS.—The Secre-
taries may enter into an agreement with a
third party to carry out any provision of this
Act.

(b) US GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.—The Secre-
taries may work with the Director of the
United States Geological Survey to collect,
aggregate, digitize, standardize, or publish
data on behalf of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to meet the requirements of this Act.
SEC. 7. REPORTS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act and annually thereafter
through March 30, 2031, the Secretaries shall
submit a report on the progress made by the
Secretaries with respect to meeting the re-
quirements of this Act to—

(1) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate;

(3) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives; and

(4) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives.

SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
There are authorized to be appropriated—
(1) to the Secretary of the Interior to carry

out this Act—

(A) $2,500,000 for fiscal year 2022; and

(B) $5,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2023
through 2025;

(2) to the Secretary of Agriculture to carry
out this Act—

(A) $2,500,000 for fiscal year 2022; and

(B) $5,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2023
through 2025; and

(3) to the Secretary of the Army to carry
out this Act—

(A) $1,500,000 for fiscal year 2022; and

(B) $2,500,000 for each of fiscal years 2023
through 2025.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr.
WESTERMAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 3113, the Modernizing Access to
Our Public Land Act, or MAPLand Act,
introduced by my Committee on Nat-
ural Resources colleague, Representa-
tive BLAKE MOORE.

Our committee has long focused on
sportsmen’s access to public lands. I
am pleased that shortly after I became
chair, we were able to pass the bipar-
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tisan John D. Dingell, Jr. Conserva-
tion, Management, and Recreation Act,
which included an entire title on
sportsmen’s access.

The MAPLand Act would build on
that law, as well as the investments
made by the Great American Outdoors
Act, to help ensure that hunters, an-
glers, and all Americans can more eas-
ily find information and resources to
help facilitate public lands access.

Representative MOORE’s bill would
direct the Department of the Interior,
the Forest Service, and the Army
Corps of Engineers to jointly develop
and adopt standards to ensure database
compatibility for the collection and
sharing of outdoor recreation data re-
lated to Federal lands.

Madam Speaker, I thank Representa-
tive MOORE for championing this bill
on behalf of everyone who enjoys our
public lands, and I urge my colleagues
to support the bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I also rise in sup-
port, along with Chairman GRIJALVA,
and I thank him for his support of H.R.
3113, the MAPLand Act, offered by the
ranking member of the Natural Re-
sources Subcommittee on Oversight
and Investigations, Mr. BLAKE MOORE
of Utah.

This bill directs the Department of
the Interior, the U.S. Forest Service,
and the Army Corps of Engineers to
jointly develop and adopt interagency
standards for the collection and dis-
semination of outdoor recreation data
on Federal lands.

Our Nation’s outdoorsmen and
-women are increasingly reliant on dig-
ital mapping and GPS technologies to
hunt, fish, and enjoy other recreation
activities on our Nation’s complicated
patchwork of Federal lands. Unfortu-
nately, inconsistent and incomplete
digital mapping data frequently pre-
vents the public and Federal land man-
agement agencies from maximizing the
full benefits of these technologies.

Mr. MOORE’s bill requires our Federal
land management agencies to digitize
records of easements and rights-of-way
across private lands so the public will
have a better understanding of Federal
land access points and ensure that
Americans recreating stay safe and
avoid trespassing.

Outdoor recreation is vital to our Na-
tion’s economy, and the way we expand
outdoor recreation is to expand access.

Madam Speaker, I commend Mr.
MOORE for his hard work on this impor-
tant legislation to modernize our Fed-
eral land management records, and I
urge adoption of the measure.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. MOORE).
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Mr. MOORE of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to urge my colleagues
to support H.R. 3113, the Modernizing
Access to Our Public Land Act, or
MAPLand Act.

Access to America’s lands is critical.
Driven in part by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we are seeing more people hunt,
fish, hike, and bike than ever before.
Recreating on these lands creates fond
memories, improves the physical and
mental health of Americans, and con-
tributes significantly to our economy.

Each year, outdoor recreation across
the country injects $887 billion into our
economy. These dollars support com-
munities in Utah and nationwide, con-
tribute to high-paying jobs, and con-
nect us through our shared hobbies and
interests.

There are roughly 640 million acres of
land in the Federal estate. Of these,
more than 9 million acres in the West-
ern United States have no permanent
legal means of access.

Land users understand firsthand the
shortage of information that exists on
which lands are opened, how they can
be accessed, and more. In fact, tens of
thousands of important land access
files are currently outdated or only in
paper form, filling up cabinets in office
building basements. This just simply
isn’t good enough for the 21st century.

This lack of access to crucial infor-
mation prevents us from enjoying all
that our lands have to offer, and it
makes it more difficult for the hard-
working employees at our land man-
agement agencies to do their jobs.

It is time to fix these problems by
modernizing the data behind our Fed-
eral lands. My bill, H.R. 3113, the
MAPLand Act, will do just that.

Madam Speaker, this bipartisan and
bicameral commonsense legislation
will help our Federal land management
agencies work together better by cre-
ating shared data standards and im-
proving the digital information avail-
able to all who visit our lands.

Making this information more de-
tailed and accessible in the digital age
is one of the many reasons why this
bill enjoys such broad support. This is
about helping families spend more time
together outside, about improving the
way that our government works, and
about fostering and sharing the joy of
the great outdoors.
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I am grateful to Ranking Members
FULCHER and WESTERMAN and Chair-
men NEGUSE and GRIJALVA for cospon-
soring the MAPLand Act and helping
drive it forward.

I am also grateful for staff members
and stakeholder groups who worked
closely with my office at all hours on
this important effort that will bring
our lands into the 21st century. This
has truly been a collaborative effort
that will reverberate for years to come
and one that I have been proud to be a
part of.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support my legislation, and
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I hope my colleagues in the Senate will
consider and pass this important bill
expeditiously.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker,
I encourage adoption of this common-
sense bill. It will be very beneficial to
provide better access to our outdoor
recreation areas, and I think it would
also be a great benefit to Americans.

Madam Speaker, I urge adoption, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, 1
concur with Ranking Member
WESTERMAN and urge support of the
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in strong support of H.R. 3113, the
“Modernizing Access to Our Public Land Act,”
or the MAPLand Act, which will make it easier
for every American to access data for outdoor
recreation possibilities.

It directs the Department of the Interior, the
Forest Service, and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to jointly develop and adopt stand-
ards to ensure compatibility among federal
databases for the collection and dissemination
of outdoor recreation data related to federal
lands.

The Department of the Interior, the Forest
Service, and the Corps of Engineers must
digitize and publish geographic information
system mapping data that includes:

federal interests, including easements and
rights-of-way, in private land;

status information as to whether roads and
trails are open or closed;

the dates on which roads and trails are sea-
sonally opened and closed;

the types of vehicles that are allowed on
each segment of roads and trails;

the boundaries of areas where hunting or
recreational shooting is regulated or closed;
and

the boundaries of any portion of a body of
water that is closed to entry, is closed to
watercraft, or has horsepower limitations for
watercraft.

The MAPLand Act’s stipulations will provide
essential information to all Americans who
wish to spend time on our beautiful public
lands.

Because of the provisions in this bill, Ameri-
cans will have the most up to date information
about the trail they wish to hike, stream or
lake they wish to fish on, or regulations of
grounds on which they wish to hunt.

This ensures that all Americans will be safe
while exploring our great outdoors, making this
legislation’s passage of the utmost necessity.

This bill would also allow our agencies to
manage and plan more effectively while also
reducing the potential for access-related con-
flicts between recreators and private land-
owners. Simply put, this legislation promises
to help more people get outdoors.

Currently, more than 9.52 million acres of
land in the West lack permanent and legal ac-
cess points for public use, and information on
these lands is still kept on paper files.

Approximately 5,000 of the Forest Service’s
37,000 recorded easements have been
digitized and uploaded to an electronic data-
base. The MAPLand Act would help give fed-
eral land management agencies the resources
they need to digitize these files for public use,
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as well as require these agencies to provide
information on seasonal vehicle restrictions on
public roads and trails, hunting boundaries,
and watercraft restrictions.

Madam Speaker, it is for these reasons that
| strongly support H.R. 3113, the MAPLand
Act and therefore urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation as well.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3113, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———————

SAVE THE LIBERTY THEATRE ACT
OF 2021

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3197) to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to convey to the City of
Eunice, Louisiana, certain Federal
land in Louisiana, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3197

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Save the
Liberty Theatre Act of 2021”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CitrY.—The term ‘‘City’’ means the City
of Eunice, Louisiana.

(2) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’ means the map
entitled ‘‘Jean Lafitte National Historical
Park and Preserve, Proposed Boundary Revi-
sion and Disposal’’, numbered 467/168813, and
dated December 2020.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. LAND CONVEYANCE.

(a) CONVEYANCE AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary shall convey to the City, by quitclaim
deed and without consideration, all right,
title, and interest of the United States in
and to the parcels of land described in sub-
section (b).

(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The parcels of
land referred to in subsection (a) are Lots 5
and 6, less the North 27 feet of Lot 5, Block
22, of the Original Townsite of Eunice, gen-
erally depicted as ‘‘Proposed Disposal Area’
on the map.

(¢) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The map shall
be on file and available for public inspection
in the appropriate offices of the National
Park Service.

SEC. 4. BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENTS.

Upon the conveyance to the City of the
land described in section 3(b), the boundary
of the Jean Lafitte National Historical Park
and Preserve shall be adjusted to exclude—

(1) the conveyed land; and

(2) Lots 7 and 8 of the Original Townsite of
Eunice generally depicted as ‘‘Non-NPS in
Current Boundary’’ on the map.
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