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If we are going to truly be the land of
the free, we must make good on Amer-
ica’s promise to be a government of the
people for all people. We need to be
who we say we are. We need to be the
country where every voice and every
person matters. For over a century, the
residents of Puerto Rico have been
treated as second-class citizens within
our country. It is un-American and it
is unjust.

Second-class citizens not only in
their vote, but also in healthcare, sen-
ior assistance, and the Child Tax Cred-
it. This is wrong. Today, on the 105th
anniversary of the citizenship for Puer-
to Rico, it is time for us to stand up,
yet again, and declare that equal rights
are an American value, and that fair-
ness and justice are American values,
and that the Americans on the island
of Puerto Rico must have justice, must
have fair treatment, and must have
statehood.

We fought this year to ensure that
the residents of Puerto Rico would
start to receive equal treatment on
Federal programs like Social Security,
Medicare, and the Child Tax Credit.
This fight is not over, and we are not
giving up.

Yet, even with the weight of this
fight for a century, I feel optimistic. In
fact, I feel better than I ever have be-
fore. Puerto Ricans have spoken with a
clear voice, with a fair and open vote,
and demanded that it is time for full
representation.

I am grateful for the leadership of
Congresswoman GONZALEZ-COLON and
Congressman SOTO on this issue, and 1
look forward to continuing the work in
Congress until we get this done.

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON. Madam
Speaker, how much time do I have re-
maining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has 5 minutes remaining.

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON. Madam
Speaker, you heard many of the Mem-
bers of Congress supporting this quest
of Puerto Rico’s civil rights and de-
mocracy rights to vote. Sometimes
people forget the contributions people
of Puerto Rico have made to this great
Nation, contributions that we feel
proud of, like the nine Puerto Rican
Medal of Honor recipients: Private
First Class Fernando Luis Garcia, Mas-
ter Sergeant Juan Negron, Private
Demensio Rivera, Private Miguel
Armando Vera, Private First Class Car-
los Lozada, Staff Sergeant Conde Fal-
con, Captain Euripides Rubio, Spe-
cialist Hector Santiago, Captain
Humbert Roque, and I can speak about
many others.

Historically, Puerto Rico has ranked
among the top U.S. jurisdictions in
terms of per capita military service. It
is estimated that more than 18,000
Puerto Ricans served our Nation dur-
ing World War I; 65,000 Puerto Ricans
during World War II; 61,000 during the
Korean war; 48,000 during the Vietnam
war; 10,000 during the Gulf war, and
25,000 during Operation Enduring Free-
dom and Iraqi Freedom. Yet, just last
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week we have 300 more that are already
in Poland with the current situation in
Ukraine. That is the patriotism Puerto
Ricans feel about this Nation.

Why do all those soldiers never re-
ceive the same benefits from being in
the military when they come back
home? Why should they be treated dif-
ferently with even programs that do
not apply to them? And they cannot
vote for the Commander in Chief? Even
this Congress gave the Congressional
Medal of Honor to our Borinqueneers,
the 656th Regiment that fought in
Korea, but yet they cannot vote for
their Commander in Chief.

Over 1,200 U.S. citizens of Puerto
Rico have died while serving, paying
the ultimate sacrifice in defense of
America’s freedom, while lacking full
voting representations and equality
back home. Defending freedom, defend-
ing democracy around the world, but
not having them back home.

Our island is proud and rich in the
tradition of military service. Today,
thousands of Puerto Ricans serve on
Active Duty and Reserves and all
branches of the U.S. Armed Forces. Ap-
proximately, 8,400 currently serve in
the Puerto Rico Army National Guard,
and since 9/11 they have carried out
over 16,000 deployments, more than 34
States in the Union.

Over 90,000 American veterans call
Puerto Rico home. Unfortunately, de-
spite our military contributions and
their honorable service on behalf of the
Nation’s ideals, the current territorial
status hurts Puerto Rico’s veterans
and servicemembers. It denies them
the representation in the Senate and in
the House, and it denies them the right
to vote for the President. It perpet-
uates the inequities of Federal laws
and programs which are detrimental to
veterans in terms of economic oppor-
tunity, health, security, and quality of
life.

Statehood for Puerto Rico and con-
gressional action to end the territorial
status will benefit our veterans and the
thousands of Puerto Ricans who cur-
rently serve in the U.S. Armed Forces.
It will provide them real democracy
through a vote and equal representa-
tion in Congress; through the ability to
elect their Commander in Chief; and
through a permanent union with their
fellow citizens in the States.

This is the time to respond for Puer-
to Rico. This is the right of the island
to become part of this great Nation,
more than 105 years since being a terri-
tory. This is the time for Congress to
act.

You have H.R. 1522, a bipartisan bill
with more than 79 cosponsors, Repub-
licans and Democrats, asking for state-
hood and equality. With that, state-
hood will address many of the inequi-
ties in the Federal law that currently
hinder economic growth and progress
in Puerto Rico.

Madam Speaker, we celebrate the
U.S. citizenship for Puerto Rico, but
we want statehood now.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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CURRENT BORDER INSECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker, 1
have requested this time to address
part of the State of the Union that was
not addressed last night. In fact, we
saw that the President was so bold as
to say that the border is secure and
tout the fact that they have caught 2
million people at the border, as if that
is success. That is what was said.

What wasn’t said is what has been
going on at the border for a long time
and has been made worse by the poli-
cies that Joe Biden and his administra-
tion have put in place. Frankly, by the
United States laws that he and his ad-
ministration have ignored, and that
Secretary Mayorkas enables every day
that he leads the Department of Home-
land Security down the wrong path for
our country.

So, we are here to talk about, stop
the cartels. We are introducing a bill
called the Stop the Cartels Act. We
spend so much time on the sympa-
thetic cause of immigration and we
conflate border security with immigra-
tion.

We can have an incredibly secure bor-
der regardless of our immigration pol-
icy, and border security is, in fact, na-
tional security. The cartels pose a seri-
ous threat to the United States of
America. The products that they push
in our communities have killed over
100,000 people.
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This past year, the leading cause of
death for 18 to 45 year olds is fatal
overdoses. The drugs are bad, but now
they are poisoned with fentanyl, and
we are not taking the threat seriously.
So the first portion of the Stop the
Cartels Act will focus on gathering in-
telligence.

As we look at the country of Mexico,
our southern neighbor, it controls the
whole land portion of our southern bor-
der. That border is controlled by the
cartels. I had Brandon Judd, the presi-
dent of the Customs and Border Patrol
Union, at a hearing that we had to
have offsite because Speaker PELOSI
won’t have the hearing on the topic in
any of our hearing rooms. She won’t
let the committees of jurisdiction deal
with it, so Republicans are forced to go
offsite to talk about this important
topic.

When I asked him: Who controls the
border? You or the cartels? Do the car-
tels control the border more than you?

He said: You are not putting words in
my mouth. That is the exact point. The
cartels control the border. We don’t
control the border.

I said: Why don’t you control the bor-
der?

He said: Because of policies.

Do you need more resources?

That is a different topic. What we
need is good policy. We had policies
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that were working to control the bor-
der, and now we have policies that are
not working.

The Border Patrol controls it. We are
not even on defense, we are not even on
the field, and we are not even in the
stadium because the policies of this ad-
ministration changed so that it gave
complete control of our southern bor-
der to the cartels.

Now, we could talk about all the cor-
ruption and the problems that the car-
tels are causing for Mexico. That is a
problem that Mexico has to deal with,
and we should be able to help them
once we prioritize intelligence collec-
tion on the cartels on par with the
other threats to our country, on par
with China, with Russia, with Iran,
with North Korea, with al-Qaida, with
ISIS, and with the known credible
threats to our country.

The cartels should have the same
level of intelligence priority as those
other hostile or potentially hostile
countries. And the cartels are clearly
hostile. They do a lot of business
here—billions and billions of dollars.

So we have highlighted this map.
These are the areas that we already
know which cartels control. You have
the states of Mexico listed, but you
also have color coded which cartels
control that. We would like to have the
granular detail of what is the org
chart, who leads the cartels. I am not
saying we don’t have that, but we do
not have it at the right priority. And
then when we do have the intel-
ligence—just as we have seen, the in-
telligence community got Ukraine in-
credibly right. The problem wasn’t
that we didn’t have good intelligence
with respect to Russia, the problem
was the administration didn’t do the
right thing with the intelligence. But
let’s first get the right intelligence on
the cartels.

So the next thing is we have cities,
States, and counties that are com-
pletely ignoring the United States law.
It is a Federal policy to decide who is
a citizen and who is not a citizen. And
when we go to enforce our laws as to
who is here legally versus who is here
illegally, that is clearly Federal juris-
diction.

We have cities, States, counties, and
other communities that are ignoring
these laws—sanctuary cities. And those
sanctuary cities are saying: Not only
would this be a great place to base
your illicit activity, cartels, we will
protect you by being a sanctuary.
Please come locate your illicit activity
here. Bring your drugs, bring your
guns, bring your labor trafficking, your
sex trafficking, your human traf-
ficking, and bring your money laun-
dering business and every form of cor-
ruption into our communities. That is
what these first two maps show.

But let me show you next what the
impact on our communities is, Madam
Speaker.

This young lady to my right is Lizzie
Murphy. She died at 21 years old. Drugs
are bad, but now they are poisoned
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with fentanyl. Seeing that it is not a
good idea to take it without a prescrip-
tion or a specific use—a lot of people
refer to it as a safe party drug—it is a
bad decision. But it is not supposed to
kill you. But when it is laced with
fentanyl, that is what is happening to
our young people. That is how fentanyl
killed over 60,000 Americans last year.
Not all of it is in the heroin. Not all of
it is in the really hard stuff. Some of it
is in the stuff that people never suspect
is going to kill them. They take one
pill, and they are dead.

That is what happened to my friends,
Mark and Kristi Murphy when their
little girl took one Xanax. Their
daughter—she is sitting here hugging
her sister, close friends, best friends—
doesn’t have her sister anymore.

This is wrecking our communities,
and we have got communities inviting
this in by being sanctuary cities.

We have got a President of the
United States who is not just doing
nothing, he is doing worse than noth-
ing. He is making it worse by empow-
ering the cartels. They exploit people,
and they cause harm to our commu-
nities.

To highlight the ways this is hap-
pening and the ways to solve it, I have
asked some of my colleagues to join me
in this Special Order.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS).

Mr. BIGGS. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding. It is good
to be here.

I am glad my friend is raising aware-
ness. I am going to go as quickly as I
possibly can because I don’t know how
much time I am going to take up.

But let’s talk about fentanyl for just
one quick second. Local reporting out
of Tucson was that last year 13 million
fentanyl pills were seized in Arizona
alone—13 million. DEA has said 40 per-
cent of all pills seized have a lethal
dose of fentanyl in them. I want you to
think about that, Madam Speaker. You
add that 13 million and you take it into
what agents and local law enforcement
has told us, and that is they only inter-
dict 8 to 10 percent. That means you
have got over 100 million fentanyl pills
floating around.

The cartels control all of the border
between every port of entry on our bor-
der with Mexico. Let me give you an
example, Madam Speaker, of the story
out of southern Arizona recently just
in the last couple weeks.

A lady was found wandering around.
Local law enforcement deputies found
her and assisted her.

What did she have on her possession?

A bag full of pills. They wanted to
know what this was, was this an illicit
drug or illicit? What is going on?

She said: These are morning-after
pills. I knew when I would be coming
across the border that I would be raped
multiple times so I brought a bunch of
morning-after pills.

That is fact. That is what is hap-
pening. It is not humane on the border.
I find myself baffled by this.
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So let’s talk about cartels a little bit
more. In a story from just early Janu-
ary—and I have been down to the bor-
der and talked to this team since then,
a cartel, a Mexican cartel put out a hit
on Cochise County sheriffs’ deputies—
two of them—because they are on the
border team. There is a small border
team down there. They are very effec-
tive. They had a hit put on them by a
cartel.

So what happens? What happens?

Why is the Biden administration ig-
noring this crisis?

Let’s take a look at something else.
In September of last year I said: How
many unaccompanied children have
been brought into the country?

One hundred ten thousand roughly.

They finally responded to a series of
questions I had just this week.

They said: We have lost contact with
20,000 of those children.

They basically have lost 20,000 unac-
companied children.

This is the border under President
Biden.

Now, in Cochise County, 82 miles, a
remote border crossing area, between
the Border Patrol and the Cochise
County Sheriff’s Office, about 16,000 il-
legal immigrants are detected every
month in a huge, huge county. Two
years ago the county recorded an aver-
age of 4 to 500 illegal aliens per month.
Let’s give it to you more starkly,
Madam Speaker: under the Trump poli-
cies, we slowed down illegal immigra-
tion. Under the Biden policies, we went
from 4 to 500 people a month in this
massive county to now 16,000 a month.

What are they paying the cartels?

A minimum of $1,000, but typically
more like $4,000 per person coming in.
Most of these folks don’t have $4,000.

So what happens?

They become indentured servants of
cartels, and they are located in—and I
know Mr. DAVIDSON is going to show
you a map, Madam Speaker—they are
in virtually every community in this
country.

There is a reporter named Jorge Ven-
tura. Jorge does a lot of work on the
border issues. And I want to talk to
you about cartels again and how they
have infiltrated not just the border but
they are also beyond the border. A year
ago there were illegal marijuana farms
in southern California. There are about
100 in L.A. County. It is a huge county
both geographically and population
wise. Its mneighboring county, San
Bernardino County, had about 2 or 300.
Today over 200 illicit marijuana farms
are in L.A. County and over 1,100 in
San Bernardino County.

Now, why is that important?

It is important for you to understand
that those are coming in from cartels.
The mayor of Lancaster, Rex Parris,
said in July of last year that it is the
cartels. They had seized more than 16
tons of marijuana worth about $1.2 bil-
lion, and the mayor said: ‘“We are very,
very close to driving down the freeway
and seeing bodies hanging from the
overpasses. That is what is coming.”
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Why does he say that?

Because the cartels are ruthless.
They have little value for human life.
When you hear about children, toddlers
being thrown over a border fence, that
is the coyotes.

Whom do they work for?

The cartels. When you hear of chil-
dren 2, 3, and 4 years of age wandering
around in 115-degree heat in Arizona’s
desert without an adult present and
without water, that is the cartels.
They don’t care about human life. This
is a business enterprise, and the prod-
uct is to move people and drugs into
the country.

So what happened just a week ago,
not even a week ago?

Prosecutors in Mexico in the town of
San Jose de Gracia in the western
State of Michoacan said that they
can’t determine how many people were
killed because attackers cleaned up the
scene and removed any bodies.

Mexicans have been left wondering
what happened to about one dozen men
who disappeared after they were seen
lined up against a wall by drug cartel
gunmen in this small village.

In a video filmed by a resident of the
town that was later posted on social
media, bursts of gunfire break out,
smoke covers the scene, the camera
cuts away, and all the men, perhaps as
many as 17, were killed.

That is what cartels do. Cartels do
not care about human life. And when I
have had multiple briefings, as I go
down to the border virtually every
month of every year, I wonder where
the border czar in this administration
is. She got to El Paso, almost made it
to the border, and didn’t quite get
there. It is kind of like when she went
over to Ukraine, she made it to Ger-
many but didn’t make it into Ukraine.

Ilook, and I say: What happened?

Why is this happening?

And my briefers tell me the border is
controlled by cartels. Between every
port of entry no one enters this coun-
try without a cartel knowing about it.

When I was in the Tucson sector
right before Christmas, I went down
and you see 2 miles of fencing, and
there is 8 feet of gap, then another 2
miles of fencing, and then it just stops,
and then it goes for literally 60 miles
with no fencing other than the Nor-
mandy barrier. I went to the gap, and I
am standing there looking into Mexico.
You can see, Madam Speaker, that gap
is where all the pathways lead, and
there is all the debris and crud that is
out there.

I said to my folks who were with me:
Please videotape it because I am going
to explain what was going on here.

I didn’t bother to tell CBP, because I
get down a lot. Sometimes I tell them
I am going to be there. An agent rolls
up.

He said: Who are you talking to?

He didn’t know who I was.

I said: I am not talking to anyone. I
am doing the video here for my con-
stituents.

He said: Oh. I thought you were talk-
ing to the cartel scouts.
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I said: What do you mean?

He said: We literally chased—before
we detected you, we chased four cartel
scouts back up through that gap, and
they sit in a hooch on this little bluff.

That is where the cartel scouts are as
they are sending people through.
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The way it works is this. They will
send a group of 100 people to some
place, maybe the San Miguel gate down
near Sassabe, near the Tohono
O’odham Reservation. That takes the
four or five people that are trying to
patrol that area. They will go to that
gate. They have to process those indi-
viduals. It is so remote that it takes
literally hours to remove those people
and get them bused to a detention fa-
cility and processed.

In the meantime, they will see what
we call ‘“‘known got-aways,” dozens of
known got-aways rolling through other
parts of that border. They are dressed
in camouflage. They are wearing carpet
shoes. They have got backpacks filled
with fentanyl and methamphetamine
on their backs.

I am just telling you, I appreciate my
friend from Ohio, his efforts, and this
very important piece of legislation.
And I call upon this administration,
don’t tell the American people—I am
reminded of the ‘‘Darkest Hour.” It is a
movie with Winston Churchill. The
King says to Winston: Don’t lie to the
people. Tell them the truth.

I am asking this administration: Tell
the people the truth. They can take it.
They understand.

Because last year, over 2 million,
about 2,500,000 people, entered this
country illegally; another 1.2 to 1.3
million entered legally. Now, of those
2.5 million, probably about 1.5 million
are wandering around this country.
They are somewhere in this country
today. This administration let them
go.
Madam Speaker, we have to get con-
trol of our border. I find it remarkable
that the deputy Homeland Security di-
rector was saying that we really need
to protect the borders, that you won’t
have a sovereign nation without a pro-
tected border. But he wasn’t talking
about our border, which isn’t pro-
tected. He was talking about the
Ukrainian border.

I asked them to have the same con-
cern and care for the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der as they profess to have for the
Ukraine border.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker,
look, if we look over on the far right,
how does a young lady lose her sister?
How does a young lady, 21 years old, in
Ohio wind up dead from fentanyl poi-
soning, poison in the drugs?

They know drugs are bad, but they
are not supposed to kill them. They are
in Ohio. Ohio is not—I mean, we do
have a border. It is on Lake Erie with
Canada. That is not the border that is
causing our young people to die. That
is not the one that is causing the lead-
ing cause of death for 18- to 45-year-
olds to be fatal overdoses.
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It is all the way down here on the
southern border. And it is not officially
the Mexican Government. It is the car-
tels. And we refuse to collect the intel-
ligence at the right level.

At our southern border, we have a
joint task force. We don’t have a joint
interagency task force. We have that
out in the Pacific Ocean. We have that
in the Caribbean and the Atlantic
Ocean. But we don’t have a joint inter-
agency task force.

The place probably that it makes the
absolute most sense to have an inter-
agency task force is at the southern
border. We have Customs and Border
Protection. We have people that are fo-
cused on smuggling of people, smug-
gling of drugs, of guns. We have people
that are focused on counterfeit prop-
erty.

We are focused on levying taxes at
the border, inspecting fruit at the bor-
der, and everything else. But we don’t
have an interagency task force that
uses the power of our military to con-
duct surveillance, that uses the power
of our Director of National Intelligence
and all the resources that we have to
know everything about the cartels, not
some benign name like Sinaloa, but,
specifically, who leads that.

We know who leads Russia. We know
it is Vladimir Putin. They are a na-
tion-state.

But we have these transnational
criminal organizations that go
unnamed. Again, they are involved in
the activities not because they care so
much about the activity itself. They
want the money.

We don’t have an organized way to
collect all the intelligence on the
money. What yachts are they buying?
What properties do they own? How do
they move this heavily cash business
into other goods and services?

They move everything that can store
value possible all over the world to try
to clean up this money. We don’t have
the kind of pressure that was just
brought to bear on Vladimir Putin
going against the cartels.

Vladimir Putin we finally recognized
as evil as he invaded Ukraine. But
when he was doing the menacing,
threatening activity, when we had at
least gone so far as to collect the intel-
ligence, we didn’t take the actions that
could have stopped him.

Here, we can’t even go so far as to
collect the right level of intelligence.
Intelligence is the first thing.

The next slide I have deals with the
sanctuary cities. We are going to
defund the sanctuary cities. They can’t
keep getting funded. They have to con-
form to U.S. law.

We just had a Supreme Court ruling
that said if you want to get paid for
providing Medicare and Medicaid serv-
ices, you have to make your employees
conform. We can do that to American
citizens, and we can’t do that to deal
with the cartels.

Now, it is a different topic, I will
grant you, but it is the same thing, the
strings attached to the money. We
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have to put the strings attached to the
money to say, if you want the money
that is collected here in the city, you
have to reflect the laws of the United
States of America, and you can’t offer
sanctuary to these cartels that are
killing our young people.

There is more to the bill, but let me
highlight in another way the con-
sequences of not stopping the cartels.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
BUDD).

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, up there
where you sit, last night Joe Biden
stood here and delivered his State of
the Union address. He spoke about lots
of issues. But he didn’t even touch on
the biggest issue facing our country
today, and that is the southern border.

Make no mistake, the state of our
border, it is not good. The Border Pa-
trol has encountered over 150,000 illegal
aliens—not last year but just last
month, in January, just 33 days ago,
when they tallied up those numbers.
That is a 96 percent, almost 100 percent
increase from last year.

Over 62,000, out of that 150,000, 62,000
of those individuals were released into
the United States. It is unbelievable. It
is unacceptable. It is dangerous.

When I get to travel around North
Carolina and visit with law enforce-
ment, as I love to do and have the
honor of doing, the sheriffs tell me
there are about 3,200 counties in this
amazing country. They said every sin-
gle sheriff right now is a border sheriff
because of the policies that are hap-
pening right here, just down the street
in the White House. There are drugs,
fentanyl.

We think about the devastation and
the suffering years ago in the Vietnam
war, a decade where we lost about
70,000 servicemembers. We think about
what we lose every single year, not in
a decade, but every single year from
drug overdoses. That is about 70,000,
largely because of what happens at the
border.

Just a few months ago, when I was
down there visiting with our Customs
and Border Patrol agents, they were off
duty that day. We were in a pickup
truck as far as from here to, Madam
Speaker, where you sit. They slammed
on the brakes and said: I am sorry. I
have got to go on duty. I have to arrest
these cartel members.

He said the sad thing is they will be
back out on the street or, in this case,
back out in the desert in just a few
days.

We looked all up and down the bor-
der, and there was tens of millions of
dollars of steel just laying there. Then
there was tens of millions of dollars’
worth of idle diesel equipment that has
been idle since January 20 of last year.

He said: You know what? We need to
finish this wall.

That is what the Customs and Border
Patrol agent told me. He says: But
what we really need, what we really
need is an administration that has our
back and, sir, right now, we don’t have
that.
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Instead, Madam Speaker, what we
have is an astounding 11,200 pounds of
fentanyl, deadly fentanyl that was
seized last year, and even more has
made it into the homeland. It is killing
thousands of our fellow Americans.
Dangerous cartels are flooding this
country with counterfeit prescription
pills containing fentanyl and meth. All
of this can be prevented and should be
prevented. It must be prevented.

The bottom line is it is time to finish
the wall. It is time to support our bor-
der agents and end this administra-
tion’s dereliction of duty.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Madam Speaker,
this is a gravely serious matter. I high-
lighted a young lady, Lizzie Murphy;
her sister, Catherine; her mom and dad,
Mark and Kristi Murphy, who Ilost
their daughter, their best friend, their
sister.

Communities like this are losing
young people all over our country. I
kind of wish I could say that it was
only happening where the sanctuary
cities are pictured. I kind of wish I
could say it was only right next to the
border that we have the problem.

But our whole country is experi-
encing the problem because we won’t
secure the border. This administration
won’t secure the border. They won’t
listen to the men and women whose
duty it is to secure the border.

I went down there a week after Joe
Biden was inaugurated and they said:
We told him. We will see what happens.
They said they are going to do these
things, and we told them this is what is
going to happen.

Now, when we go to the border, when
they come and talk to us up here, the
exact same things they knew were
going to happen are happening.

We stopped sanctuary cities. We put
strings attached to the grants. But the
other thing is we have this Flores set-
tlement. Congress has not provided
clarity on the Flores settlement, so we
provide funding so that we can hold
people as long as they need to be held
till their cases are adjudicated on the
Mexican side of the border.

We put pressure on the Government
of Mexico to cooperate with us in this,
and we put pressure on the Government
of Mexico to resume their cooperation
on intelligence-gathering.

Just yesterday, ahead of the State of
the Union, I have my county sheriffs—
Butler County Sheriff Jones was here
in Washington, D.C. Why? Not because
he is a border sheriff in the strict geo-
graphical sense, but because he is a
border sheriff there in Ohio.

Let me close, Madam Speaker, by
just highlighting that what happened
to this family could happen to any-
body. I appreciate the time to speak to-
night.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
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rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 4445. An act to amend title 9 of the
United States Code with respect to arbitra-
tion of disputes involving sexual assault and
sexual harassment.

———
ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned
until 9 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon (at 7 o’clock and 42 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, March 3, 2022, at 9 a.m.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-3537. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Phosphoric Acid;
Exemption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2020-0214; FRIL-9380-01-
OCSPP] received February 28, 2022, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-3538. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
California; Ventura County Air Pollution
Control District [EPA-R09-OAR-2021-0620;
FRL-9188-02-R9] received February 28, 2022,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-3539. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Fatty Acids,
Esters with Ethoxylated Triethanolamine;
Exemption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2021-0364; FRIL-9534-01-
OCSPP] received February 28, 2022, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-3540. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Fluridone; Pes-
ticide Tolerances for Emergency Exemptions
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2021-0337; FRL-9459-01-OCSPP]
received February 28, 2022, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-3541. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Adipic acid; Ex-
emption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2021-0635 and EPA-HQ-
OPP-2021-0636; FRIL-9551-01-OCSPP] received
February 28, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-3542. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
North Carolina: Mecklenburg Volatile Or-
ganic Compounds [EPA-R04-OAR-2021-0055;
FRL-8986-02-R4] received February 28, 2022,
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