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My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle know it. The President knows
it, and the President is reading polls.
The President knows that the approach
to the virus has been devastating to
the American people. Lockdowns, mask
mandates, and vaccine mandates are
being rejected by the American people.
The polls show it, so the magic mo-
ment has then arrived.

The President of the United States
knows full well when he says the bor-
der should be secured that it is a lie. I
just want to be very clear: when the
President said last night that the bor-
der should be secure, it is a lie. He is
lying to the American people.

I was in Del Rio just last week. One
thousand people a day are coming
across that river, and nobody gives a
whit. And they don’t give a whit about
the 26 migrants who have died in the
Rio Grande since October 1, since the
cameras have left the Haitians sitting
on the Rio Grande. They don’t care
that there are 26 dead migrants. They
don’t care about the 119 bodies in
Brooks County where the sheriff has to
bring a body trailer to Brooks County.

They don’t care about the fences get-
ting cut and the livestock getting out.
The ranchers I met with last week in
south Texas are in tears about their
property. No. No. The President gets
up, gives a speech, and declares the
border secure and all is well.

Then he gets up and talks about the
solidarity of the Ukrainian people, yet
he refuses to unleash American oil and
gas and refuses to unleash natural gas,
liquified natural gas, that would
change the world. He refuses to stop
importing 600,000 barrels of Russian oil
every single day because we won’t un-
leash American oil and gas.

Well, Mr. Speaker, we are going to
keep telling the truth about the bor-
der. We are going to keep telling the
truth about vaccine mandates. We are
going to keep telling the truth about
the need for American energy. We are
not going to bow down to the climate
hysterics and the false lies about bor-
der security that are endangering the
American people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———

THE RETIREMENT OF ROB GREEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to salute a dedicated public servant
and friend. After working for a series of
Members of the House, including Rep-
resentative Bill Goodling, Rob Green
first served the Education and Work-
force Committee from 1995 to 2001. Rob
rejoined the committee 4 years ago and
was an invaluable leader of the GOP
workforce team until his recent retire-
ment.

As director of workforce policy, Rob
worked tirelessly to protect the rights
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of workers and employers alike. He has
dedicated years of his life to fighting
for free market principles and to seeing
that our country stays a self-governed
republic. Whether we have been in the
majority or in the minority, Rob has
made addressing Federal overreach a
top priority and has never been afraid
to hold Federal agencies accountable.

Rob’s consummate professionalism
when working with Members of Con-
gress as well as Democrat staff allowed
us to pass bipartisan bills such as the
Retirement Improvement and Savings
Enhancement Act, RISE, which will
help many Americans prepare for a
more secure future.

Rob’s work was also pivotal in help-
ing us pass a ban on surprise billing.
This fight for transparency in our med-
ical system has been a passion of Rob’s
and will help millions of struggling
Americans.

Rob’s influence extended way beyond
the committee. GOP leadership also re-
lied on Rob to shape policy in the labor
arena, ensuring that the American
worker’s voice gets heard. His relation-
ship with lawmakers and staff through-
out the House allowed the committee
to flourish and accomplish a tremen-
dous amount.

Too often populist lobbies have an
out-sized influence over politics in
Washington. Rob’s work on this com-
mittee ensured that the voices of job
creators and small business owners
were heard.

This is a difficult day for me as I re-
lied on Rob’s expertise and keen eye for
strategy to further this committee’s
mission. Thankfully, his expertise will
live on in the team that he has led and
mentored for 4 years.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Rob for his
many accomplishments and for his
selfless service to this country. It is be-
cause of dedicated public servants like
Rob standing in the gap and defending
our Republic that we have a chance at
reclaiming the vision our Founding Fa-
thers had for this Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I truly congratulate
Rob on his retirement. He has earned
it.

———

PRESIDENT BIDEN’S NATIONAL

SECURITY CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to address President Biden’s national
security crisis and to express my sup-
port for the people of Ukraine as they
fight for their lives and their sov-
ereignty.

An American ally is under attack,
and they need our support. Sanctioning
the Russian economy is not enough.
The UkKkrainian Government has re-
quested more lethal aid for many
months, and we must deliver it without
further delay. We must also end our
purchases of nearly 538,000 barrels of
Russian o0il each day and return to
where we were just a short year ago by
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making America energy independent
again.

After 4 years of peace and prosperity,
it only took President Biden 400 days
to unravel it all. President Biden’s
weakness on the world stage has
emboldened our enemies and created a
vacuum that Vladimir Putin is de-
lighted to fill.

President Biden has demonstrated
the inability to lead, whether it be the
botched Afghanistan withdrawal or the
invasion that is happening at our own
Southern border. I can’t help but think
about what might come next as Iran
strives to produce nuclear weapons and
China may look toward Taiwan and
mimic Russia. The world was a much
safer place a little over a year ago.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand
with President Zelensky and the people
of Ukraine who are courageously fight-
ing against power-hungry dictator
Vladimir Putin.

So much tragedy and loss could have
been avoided in Ukraine if we had any
real leadership in the White House.
Surely evil triumphs when good men do
nothing.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF JIM LANCASTER

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cel-
ebrate the life of my friend, cousin, and
lifelong Tennessean, Jim Lancaster. He
passed away on February 3 after a re-
markable 92 years on God’s Earth.

Jim loved the Lord and cherished his
family with all his heart. He and
Vondell, the love of his life, were mar-
ried for 67 years. Together they had
five children, 12 grandchildren, 18
great-grandchildren, and two great-
great-grandchildren. Obviously, Jim’s
and Vondell’s loving marriage and de-
votion to family led to a lot of little
Lancasters running around middle Ten-
nessee.

Jim was a joyful role model, and so
many people in his community knew
Jim in that way. He served as a leader
in many local organizations including
the chamber of commerce, the Boy
Scouts, and too many to name here
today. He received loads of awards for
his service over the years, but he was a
humble man who wasn’t in it for rec-
ognition. He just loved serving his
community and the people in it.

He also dedicated much of his life to
agriculture. He graduated from Ten-
nessee Tech, my alma mater, with a de-
gree in agriculture, and then worked
for the Wilson County Farm Bureau as
its agency manager for over 43 years.
In fact, he is now a member of the Wil-
son County Agricultural Hall of Fame
in recognition of his exemplary work
for local farmers throughout his distin-
guished career.

I was blessed to call Jim family. It is
bittersweet. It is a bittersweet moment
for me now to say he is gone to be with
our Lord.

Thank you, Jim Lancaster, for a life
well-lived that touched so many in
such a positive way.



H1216

THON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor,
thank, and express my sincerest grati-
tude for an incredible group of students
at the Pennsylvania State University—
Penn State.

On February 18 at 4 p.m., Penn State
students, staff, family, friends, volun-
teers, and spectators filled the Bryce
Jordan Center for the 50th Penn State
IFC/Panhellenic Dance Marathon, more
widely known as THON, to raise money
for the Four Diamonds Foundation.

Since 1973, student volunteers have
come together at Penn State to raise
money for the Penn State Health Chil-
dren’s Hospital. In 1977, THON
partnered with the Four Diamonds
Foundation, and since then not a single
Four Diamonds family has received a
medical bill thanks to the tireless
work and dedication of Penn State stu-
dents.

The Four Diamonds was founded by
Charles and Irma Millard in 1972 after
their son, Christopher, lost his battle
with cancer at age 11. Before Chris-
topher passed away, he wrote a story
about a great knight who sought out
the four diamonds of courage, wisdom,
honesty, and strength to be saved from
an evil sorceress. His parents realized
those four qualities were all necessary
to overcome cancer, and they created
the Four Diamonds Fund in his mem-
ory.

Mr. Millard passed away in November
of 2021 at the age of 93, but his legacy
through THON and his foundation will
no doubt live on forever.

Over the past 50 years, THON has
grown into the largest student-run phi-
lanthropy in the world. In the first
year, 78 students danced for 30 hours
straight and raised just over $2,000.
Today, THON is a 46-hour no sitting, no
sleeping dance marathon celebrating
nearly 17,000 students’ yearlong fund-
raising efforts to help end childhood
cancer.

Thankfully, after a virtual event last
year, 667 dancers and tens of thousands
of student volunteers and supporters
attended the event in-person. Students
stood from 6 p.m. on Friday, February
18, until 4 p.m. on Sunday, February 20.
While it was an impressive feat to hold,
what is even more incredible is the
drive, fortitude, and flexibility these
students showed in their commitment
to this cause.

This past year, the pandemic prohib-
ited students from hosting many of
their traditional bake sales, ribbon
sales, or other fundraisers that Penn-
sylvanians have been accustomed to
seeing throughout the Commonwealth.
Despite this, THON shattered previous
fundraising records by bringing in
more than $13.7 million for the kids.
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Over the last 50 years, THON has now
donated more than $200 million to Four
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Diamonds Fund, undoubtedly saving
hundreds of lives.

While it is no easy feat to stand for
46 hours, the real highlight of this
event comes on Sunday afternoon,
shortly before the event concludes.
During what is known as Family Hour,
THON invites Four Diamonds families
onto the stage to share their experi-
ences with the Children’s Hospital,
Four Diamonds, and THON.

This year, Jacquie Homan shared the
story of how her son was diagnosed
with synovial cell sarcoma at age 2.
Thanks to Penn State Children’s Hos-
pital, Declan is officially 5 years can-
cer-free, and Jacquie said that the sup-
port from the THON community had an
immeasurable impact on helping their
family cope with and move forward
from this diagnosis.

I am inspired by Declan and every
other child and family who find them-
selves battling cancer and am in awe of
their strength and their spirit as they
keep fighting.

I am also proud of the Penn State
students who continue to be so com-
mitted to this cause. And I am incred-
ibly proud of the work done by the
Four Diamonds Foundation and Penn
State Children’s Hospital as they con-
duct lifesaving research and ensure no
family ever receives a bill.

Congratulations, once again, to ev-
eryone involved in this year’s THON.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 46
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, we return to You this day.
With our whole hearts, we approach
You.

On this day, some fast that they
would satisfy their hunger only with
Your word. Others weep, ashamed of
the choices they have made which have
distanced themselves from You. And
still more mourn, grieving the loss of
Your loving embrace.

Be merciful to us, O God. Be slow to
anger. Show us Your grace that we
would enjoy again Your steadfast love.

Then spare Your people. Let no one
say, “Where is our God?”’ Have pity on
those who cry out to You this day.

Remove the enemies from those who
call on Your name and walk in Your
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way. May Your children no longer fear.
In Your redemption, may they once
again find reason to rejoice.

Praise be to you, O Lord our God.
You are in the midst of us. We call
upon Your most holy name. Hear our
prayer.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. ROSS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. ROSS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———

TRIPLE-NEGATIVE BREAST
CANCER AWARENESS DAY

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, six
years ago this month, I heard the
phrase triple-negative breast cancer for
the first time in my life. I was in the
oncologist’s office with my newly diag-
nosed 29-year-old daughter, Lauren, a
day forever etched in my memory.

In the weeks that followed, I learned
a great deal about this very aggressive,
rare form of breast cancer. Roughly 12
percent of breast cancer survivors are
designated as triple-negative.

It is the only form of breast cancer
that doesn’t respond to hormone ther-
apy, often requiring chemotherapy in-
stead. And it claims the lives of thou-
sands of women and men each year. It
stole Lauren from our family in August
of 2017.

Tomorrow, March 3, is Triple-Nega-
tive Breast Cancer Awareness Day. 1
am humbled to sponsor a resolution to
call attention to this awful disease and
to let the thousands of victims of tri-
ple-negative breast cancer know they
are not alone.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Adrian
Swann, one of his secretaries.
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