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public and the private sectors of our 
country. These programs are essential 
because they spearhead innovative 
market access, new market develop-
ment, and promote agricultural sales 
overseas. 

Through the Market Access Program, 
or MAP, U.S. agricultural trade asso-
ciations, cooperatives, State regional 
trade groups, and small businesses co-
operate to share the cost of overseas 
marketing and promotional activities. 
MAP reaches virtually every corner of 
the globe helping build markets for a 
wide variety of U.S. farm and food 
products including dairy, wheat, grain, 
beef, soybean, and sunflowers that 
come from my district. 

The Agricultural Trade Promotion 
program or, ATP, was created in 2018 to 
help U.S. agricultural exporters de-
velop new markets and mitigate the 
adverse effects of other countries’ tar-
iff and non-tariff barriers. The ATP 
supports consumer advertising, public 
relations, point-of-sale demonstra-
tions, trade fairs and exhibits, market 
research, and technical assistance for 
farmers, ranchers, and our agriculture 
producers. 

I support whatever directly benefits 
farmers, ranchers, and agricultural 
producers in this country because they 
are the lifeblood of America. They keep 
us food-secure, and therefore free and 
self-determining as a nation. That is 
why I support these trade programs 
within the farm bill and why I am 
bringing awareness to them now, to en-
sure that they remain intact for the 
2023 farm bill. 

I also support these programs as a 
fiscal conservative because they are a 
great return on investment for all 
Americans. 

I will be back on the floor soon to de-
liver another installment of my farm 
bill impact series and highlight more 
programs and titles within the bill that 
I believe Congress must understand and 
support to ensure that agriculture con-
tinues to thrive in Kansas and in 
America. 

HONORING LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, I stand 

today to recognize the dedication of 
law enforcement officers on the thin 
blue line, and condemn calls to defund, 
disband, dismantle, or abolish the po-
lice. 

No one dislikes bad police officers 
more than good police officers. While 
some people are quick to share nega-
tive examples of law enforcement, they 
fail to acknowledge the multitude of 
men and women who bless our country 
with self-sacrificial care. Police offi-
cers are the glue that holds commu-
nities together. They put their lives on 
the line in the morning, and they go to 
their children’s basketball games in 
the afternoon. Most of us cannot even 
comprehend the burden of responsi-
bility that they bear for us and our 
families. 

Today, I will share a story about an 
officer in my district who exemplifies 
the very best qualities of Kansas law 
enforcement. 

Drew Francis started his career in 
law enforcement 20 years ago as a po-
lice officer at Dodge City Police De-
partment. Since then, he has served in 
patrol operations, investigations, and 
now, police administration as Dodge 
City’s Chief of Police. 

Recently, a woman approached Drew 
and reminded him of a time earlier in 
his career when he was dispatched to 
help her. She had been a victim of re-
peated domestic violence, and when 
Drew arrived at her house, she remem-
bered that he took the time to talk 
with her about the importance of re-
moving herself and her children from 
the cycle of violence. The woman said 
that Chief Francis inspired her to 
make this change, and she felt that 
Drew had actually saved her life. 

This particular story is an example 
of the little things that police officers 
do daily, the positive impact of which 
may never be fully comprehended. 

In honor of these individuals who put 
their lives on the line for our safety, I 
have cosponsored several pieces of pro- 
law enforcement legislation, including 
a resolution condemning calls to 
defund the police; the Protect and 
Serve Act, which enhances penalties 
for anyone targeting and attacking law 
enforcement officers; as well as the 
David Dorn Back the Blue Act, which 
supports State and local police depart-
ments; and also, a resolution desig-
nating National Police Week. 

I am so proud to represent a district 
where police officers like Drew Francis 
live and work. America must stand in 
support of those who protect and serve 
us, our law enforcement officers. 

f 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Ms. BUSH) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BUSH. Madam Speaker, St. 
Louis and I rise today because, if 
America’s students are not taught the 
truth in school, we can at least make 
the floor of the House of Representa-
tives their classroom. 

My name is CORI BUSH. But Bush was 
not the name that my paternal ances-
tors in Nigeria carried. Bush was the 
last name forced upon them by their 
slave masters right here in America. 
My maternal ancestors carried the last 
name Blakney, forced upon them by 
their slave masters in Pageland, South 
Carolina. 

Our Black ancestors were kid-
napped—stolen—from their homelands. 
They were the 12 million Africans who 
were shackled, branded, and packed 
into the bowels of slave ships during 
what is known as the Middle Passage 
where 2 million Africans died. Poor 
ventilation, burning heat, no room to 
stand or room to turn their bodies, 
forced to lay in their own feces and 
urine, they were starved, dehydrated, 
poisoned, and beaten. 

Those who survived the Middle Pas-
sage survived only to be brought onto 
these shores, bought and sold at auc-

tions like the goods their forced labor 
was producing. 

These auctions launched a long-
standing practice in America in which 
White folks—including White women— 
scrutinize and violate the bodies of 
Black people—especially Black women. 

We are going to tell the truth today. 
Black adults and Black children were 
enslaved and forced to endure being 
tormented, being tortured, and being 
raped by White slave owners on slave 
ships and on the plantations. 

Our ancestors tried to escape the 
bondage of slavery just to be hunted, 
captured, imprisoned, and executed via 
slave patrols and convict leasing— 
those institutions whose primary focus 
was to regulate, exploit, and control 
Black bodies. 

More than 1,700 Congressmen once 
enslaved Black people. Those 1,700 peo-
ple who routinely cast votes culti-
vating, conserving, and codifying 
White supremacy did not view Black 
people as human beings. Our own Presi-
dents owned, sold, and enslaved Black 
people. 

The image behind me is the truth of 
our country’s history that our students 
are denied. This is what a lynching in 
America looked like. 

What we must remember is that for 
every Black person they hung from a 
tree, dozens of White people came to 
celebrate. 

When our students don’t learn about 
these lynchings in school, it is not just 
to deny us our justice, it is because 
racist policymakers don’t want White 
children to know that that may be 
great-grandpa smiling in the picture 
and pointing at our ancestors dangling 
like strange fruit. 

This is the truth about our country 
that too many racist lawmakers want 
to prevent our students from learning. 

So to young White people across our 
country: this is your history. The 
atrocities perpetuated against Black 
people for generations were committed 
by your ancestors—not all of you, but 
many of you. 

So you have to know this is Amer-
ican history. 

So what will you do to help repair 
the damage? 

What will you do to help us achieve 
reparations for the harm done? 

And if your history books do not 
teach this history, then question the 
book. Talk to your school district. Tell 
them that we don’t want a white-
washed history. We want and deserve 
the truth. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair, not to a perceived 
viewing audience. 

f 

CONGRESS-BUNDESTAG YOUTH 
EXCHANGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, the transatlantic re-
lationships between the United States 
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and European democracies are some of 
our most important. It is important we 
work together, try to understand each 
other, and communicate—not only on a 
political but on a personal level— 
through our citizens. 

For nearly 40 years, a cultural and 
political exchange has occurred be-
tween the United States and Germany 
through young members of society. In 
fact, my office is currently partici-
pating. 

Maja Sondermann is a 21-year-old 
from a town close to Frankfurt, Ger-
many, a young professional and stu-
dent studying marketing and adver-
tisement and currently interning for 
my office. She is a participant in the 
39th year of the Congress-Bundestag 
Youth Exchange, CBYX, a program 
jointly funded by the U.S. Congress and 
the German Bundestag, and one of five 
CBYX participants currently interning 
on the Hill. 

Initiated in 1983, the Congress-Bun-
destag Youth Exchange offers young 
Americans and Germans the oppor-
tunity to explore each other’s culture. 
This cultural exchange program in-
volves participants moving to the U.S. 
or Germany for 1 year and strengthens 
the ties of our American-German rela-
tionship through citizen diplomacy. 

Over 26,000 American and German 
high school students, vocational stu-
dents, and young professionals have 
thus far participated in and benefited 
from this incredible experience. 

Even through the pandemic the par-
ticipants remained resilient and joined 
the cultural exchange virtually. This 
year, the CBYX was able to return to 
an in-person exchange in August of 
2021. For the duration of the program, 
the participants live with host fami-
lies, immersing themselves in the daily 
life of a different culture, and attend 
classes, and the young professionals 
even work in the foreign country. They 
form bonds and friendships with people 
whom they meet during the year 
abroad and learn about a different cul-
ture while fully immersing in it and 
building strong personal and profes-
sional connections. 

The participants on both sides gain a 
new perspective on global affairs, poli-
tics, and socioeconomic topics, as well 
as a new sense of empowerment, inde-
pendence, and knowledge of a different 
culture and what it means to be a glob-
al citizen. 

Their contribution to cultural ex-
change and the American-German 
friendship doesn’t end with their flight 
back home. These young minds are 
positively impacted through this expe-
rience, as they share it with others 
after returning to their home coun-
tries. 

Even beyond that, the participants 
stay connected with the people they 
meet and other participants. Many 
alumni of the program continue to con-
tribute to transatlantic relations on 
both sides through the alumni network 
and their personal career paths. 

With the upcoming 40th anniversary 
of the Congress-Bundestag Youth Ex-

change in 2023, and as a member of the 
German-American Caucus, I want to 
draw attention to this important pro-
gram. It continues to support both our 
nations’ transatlantic bonds while also 
inspiring so many young minds to en-
gage in a cultural and political ex-
change. 

Madam Speaker, the CBYX program 
is an exceptional chance for our coun-
tries to connect and communicate on a 
different level and form relationships 
that will last and positively impact our 
future since the program directly im-
pacts the foundation of our future 
young citizens. 

f 

OUR NATION’S FENTANYL CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. MEUSER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, there 
is a fentanyl crisis in our country. It is 
plaguing our communities. It is plagu-
ing my district, poisoning our children, 
and devastating American families. 

Madam Speaker, it seems to be ig-
nored by many, however, both in the 
White House and on this House floor. 
Our southern border is an unmitigated 
disaster due to this administration’s 
open border policies. Drugs, crime, and 
the secret transportation of illegal im-
migrants flooding into our commu-
nities without warning in the middle of 
the night is causing serious, long-term 
damage. Yet, it seems to be ignored by 
too many. 

Fentanyl is an extremely deadly sub-
stance. It has flowed into our country 
in droves by way of the southern bor-
der. A recent study found that fentanyl 
deaths have doubled in 30 States amid 
the border crisis. Americans are suf-
fering at the hands of the drug cartels. 

Customs and Border Patrol reported 
a 134 percent increase in fentanyl sei-
zures in fiscal year 2021 with a dis-
turbing 11,201 pounds confiscated, 
which is estimated to be able to kill 
every American seven times over. This 
is devastating and unbelievable. 

With this high amount confiscated, 
the Drug Enforcement Agency was 
forced to put out a Public Safety Alert, 
warning the American people about 
fake pills laced with fentanyl and other 
fentanyl-related poisons putting so 
many at risk. 

Drug overdoses have hit a record 
high in 2021 at over 100,000 deaths in 
the United States including more than 
5,000 deaths in Pennsylvania. Nearly 
two-thirds of these deaths were con-
nected to fentanyl. 

b 1100 

In 2021, the leading cause of deaths 
for Americans between the ages of 18 
and 45 were drug overdoses. Is there 
any question that Congress should act? 
Madam Speaker, I am a cosponsor of 
the HALT Fentanyl Act. This legisla-
tion will permanently schedule 
fentanyl substances as a schedule I 
drug, giving law enforcement the abil-

ity to prosecute the trafficking of 
deadly fentanyl into American commu-
nities. 

My Democrat colleagues recently 
blocked this lifesaving legislation 
when my Republican colleagues offered 
it for consideration last week. It truly 
is hard to understand why President 
Biden and far too many of our Demo-
crat colleagues, in fact, all last week, 
have ignored this crisis, blocked legis-
lation that would help fight it, and 
have sat idly by as they contemplate 
what the root causes of our southern 
border crisis might be. 

Madam Speaker, if someone can show 
me where we have seen the White 
House actually mention fentanyl as the 
terrible scourge on our country, I 
would like to see it. If, however, they 
were to take a mirror to their own 
policies, they might realize that the 
root cause is the policies themselves. It 
is certainly time for Congress to act, to 
step up and do its job together to stop 
the flow of fentanyl into our commu-
nities. 

f 

BIDEN POLICIES HAVE ADVERSE 
EFFECT ON SMALL BUSINESSES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. FITZGERALD) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Madam Speaker, 
I wanted to shine some light on a topic 
that many Wisconsinites and Ameri-
cans may not really be tracking very 
closely. After over a year under Presi-
dent Biden and his administration, it is 
clear that the policies are having an 
adverse effect on small business. It is 
raising the price of goods, which people 
can see right now when they go to mar-
ket, when they purchase gas, and it is 
slowing the economy. 

While my colleagues across the aisle 
have been really, I think, unable to 
enact an agenda that would combat 
this, the Biden administration’s unac-
countable and unelected bureaucrats 
are trying their hardest to expand and 
enact these reckless policies. That is 
what I wanted to touch on today. 

President Biden’s executive orders, of 
which he signed many right after being 
sworn in as President, have had an ad-
verse effect on competition. They con-
solidate sweeping government power 
over things like agriculture, which is 
near and dear to my own State of Wis-
consin; the airlines; the banking indus-
try; broadband; health and healthcare 
products; meat packers, which we are 
all well aware of; and the technology 
industry. 

It is a broad scope of items that are 
affected. However, robust enforcement 
of the antitrust laws could provide sub-
stantial benefit to consumers because 
that would help ensure that the mar-
kets are competitive, particularly from 
predatory actions as we have seen spe-
cific to Big Tech. 

However, it is clear that the adminis-
tration’s actions are not narrowly tar-
geted at Big Tech where it may be con-
sidered appropriate. But they are part 
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