
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1018 February 8, 2022 
hurting because they saw how Officer 
Jason Rivera was taken away from us. 
A 22-year old son of Inwood was taken 
away from us by gun violence when he 
responded to a family dispute. 

But Harlem also is hurting because 
both Officers Rivera and Mora pa-
trolled the 32nd precinct in Harlem, 
and they were both brutally shot and 
killed in the village of Harlem. 

Madam Speaker, East Harlem is 
hurting because we saw how a young 
woman, Kristal Bayron-Nieves, who 
worked in a Burger King, was shot and 
killed. Even though she gave the 
money from the register to the person 
that held up the Burger King at gun-
point, she was still brutally shot and 
killed—19 years old. 

Madam Speaker, finally, the Bronx 
part of my district is also hurting be-
cause an 11-month-old child, just before 
she turned 1, sat in the car with her 
mother and was shot in the face. All of 
this happened within two weeks of each 
other. 

So my district is hurting as we bury 
these two young police officers, 22 and 
27 years old, of Dominican heritage, 
the first in their family to serve the 
Police Department. So gun violence is 
running rampant. And we see how 
many talk about law and order, but 
when it comes to gun violence, they 
are still in the pocket of the NRA; and 
they won’t dare challenge the NRA. 

So I rise because my district is hurt-
ing. And we are supportive of Mayor 
Adams’ plan of precision policing, 
which has identified 700 people that 
have been involved in 1,700 acts of vio-
lence involving an illegal weapon. We 
understand that much more has to be 
invested in ATF; so we cut off the iron 
pipeline that brings weapons to the 
corner of my district from South Caro-
lina, North Carolina, and Georgia. But 
we also have to invest 50 million in 
summer youth jobs. We have to invest 
more money to have the violence inter-
rupters be part of the resolution of this 
violence ripping our communities 
across the country. 

We must all work together to resolve 
this epidemic of gun violence. We must 
pass the package of gun laws that we 
have here on this floor, including ghost 
guns, which continue to play an in-
creased role in the death of people 
across the country, circumventing 
background checks and other restric-
tions that must be put in place to keep 
guns away from people’s hands. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my House 
colleagues to join me today for a 
minute of silence in the memory of Of-
ficer Rivera and Officer Mora. And in 
support of their two families, we join 
them, and we will always be by their 
side. 

Madam Speaker, I ask for a minute 
of silence. 

f 

ONE BILLION GUN RECORDS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Illinois (Mrs. MILLER) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, the Biden administration is 
engaged in an assault on the Second 
Amendment rights of law-abiding citi-
zens. 

It was recently discovered that the 
Biden administration has been main-
taining nearly 1 billion records on gun 
sales. My colleagues and I sent a letter 
to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives demanding 
answers about this registry. The ATF 
must be held accountable. 

Federal law prohibits the Biden ad-
ministration from maintaining a data-
base of 1 billion gun records. 

b 1030 
What makes this more outrageous, 

this unconstitutional behavior of the 
Biden administration, is that, at the 
same time, they are continuing to em-
power Mexican cartels, criminal car-
tels who are transporting weapons 
across the border while threatening the 
rights of law-abiding Americans. 

Lawful gun owners are rightfully 
concerned, and it is up to Congress to 
investigate further. President Biden 
and the Democrats want to defund the 
police, take away your Second Amend-
ment right to self-defense, and then 
watch as crime skyrockets across the 
country, including in cities like Chi-
cago. 

I will continue to stand up for our 
Second Amendment. As long as I am 
here in Congress, every day I will fight 
for our constitutional rights, including 
our Second Amendment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. HAROLD 
WILKINSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a local hero 
from the borough of Swarthmore, Dr. 
Harold Wilkinson. 

Last month, at the age of 95, Dr. 
Wilkinson passed away peacefully in 
his sleep after a long life of explo-
ration, inquiry, and service. 

Hal enlisted in the Army Air Corps at 
the age of 18 and served stateside 
through the end of World War II. After 
meeting his wife, Rosie, in medical 
school, the pair settled in Swarthmore, 
where he opened a family medical prac-
tice and she worked as a pediatrician 
for children with developmental dis-
abilities. 

For 42 years, Hal maintained his 
practice, serving generations of 
Swarthmore residents. He was known 
for making house calls long after it 
went out of fashion, continuing his 
service into his seventies. 

After his wife, Rosie, passed away, 
Hal was lucky enough to marry an-
other local legend, Sandy Sparrow, a 
beloved former elementary school prin-
cipal with whom he continued to travel 
the world. 

Dr. Wilkinson was a pillar of our 
community, an iconic figure who could 

be seen strolling with his friends or his 
rescue dog, Dugan, until late last year. 
A beloved friend to many, Hal was al-
ways interested in hearing the latest 
updates from friends and neighbors and 
exploring the world around him. 

As the borough of Swarthmore 
mourns his passing, our hearts are with 
Hal’s family. We were all so lucky to 
have known him. 
CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF OCTAVIUS V. CATTO 
Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I 

rise today to celebrate a Philadelphia 
hero, Octavius V. Catto. 

If you come to Philadelphia, you will 
see a statue of Octavius Catto on the 
south side of City Hall. It is the city’s 
first public statue honoring an indi-
vidual African American. 

Throughout his life, Catto was an 
outspoken activist for the abolition of 
slavery and for equal rights for Black 
Americans. During the Civil War, he 
joined Frederick Douglass and other 
Black leaders to recruit African Ameri-
cans to join the fight for emancipation. 
After the war, Catto continued his ad-
vocacy and successfully fought to de-
segregate Philadelphia’s streetcars. 

Catto was a man of many accom-
plishments. He graduated from the In-
stitute for Colored Youth, which is now 
Pennsylvania-05’s own Cheyney Univer-
sity, the first HBCU in the country. He 
also ran the undefeated Pythian Base-
ball Club of Philadelphia, a Negro 
League baseball team that played the 
first Black versus White game. 

However, the most enduring part of 
Catto’s legacy is his efforts to secure 
the right to vote for Black Americans. 
He was a champion for suffrage and 
fought to ensure that no one would be 
denied access to the ballot box. 

Ultimately, his life’s work brought 
about Catto’s untimely death. On Octo-
ber 10, 1871, the first election day that 
Black men were allowed to vote in 
Philadelphia, 32-year-old Catto was 
shot and killed by a White mob trying 
to stop the Black vote. 

Octavius Catto’s life and sacrifice are 
an important reminder of the impor-
tance of continuing his work and hon-
oring his legacy today to ensure that 
all Americans have the freedom to vote 
free from mob rule, gerrymandering, 
and other efforts to silence their 
voices. 

f 

FOLLOWING THE CONSTITUTION 
AND RULES OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I 
have an article here about the Justice 
Department. It says it continues to go 
easy on the 2020 rioters. 

These are people that destroyed gov-
ernment buildings, destroyed places of 
business, yet this administration con-
tinues to not just prosecute but per-
secute people who just came into the 
Capitol wrongly that should be pun-
ished. But to have people let loose im-
mediately after burning people, being 
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involved in incidents where people 
were killed, is absolutely an outrage to 
judgment. 

Then, to put people under the control 
of a deputy warden at the D.C. jail who 
absolutely, maliciously, intentionally 
despises anybody that supported Presi-
dent Trump—and she is in charge of 
these people? This is so dangerous and 
should not be allowed. 

On top of that, we have the January 
6th Committee. They were not inter-
ested in following the traditions and 
the rules of the House with regard to 
committees, where both parties could 
submit people for that committee 
membership. 

There is so much damage that is 
being done to this institution. It is not 
the collegial working—sure, we have 
disagreements over the years, strong 
disagreements, but we have never seen 
anything like what we are experiencing 
now where we could have a commission 
that is totally made up of people that 
the one party only wanted on the com-
mission and others that the other 
party wanted on were eliminated. 

So, something has to be done. 
Now, we have seen that this adminis-

tration has not been particularly con-
cerned with its constitutional duties, 
like the one in Article IV that man-
dates that the Federal Government 
must protect the States from invasion. 

You know, to Woodrow Wilson, four 
or five dozen people was an invasion. 
Nowadays, this administration thinks 2 
million is not an invasion even though 
they bring death and suffering in the 
form of drugs, sex trafficking, and 
human trafficking. 

At the same time, for the first time 
since I have been in Congress, we have 
seen that our mail—we have gotten 
two mail just a day apart. One came in 
September 17, stamped by the Depart-
ment of Justice as being received and 
reviewed and examined. Another, from 
a Christian missionary to me, it was 
reviewed by the Department of Justice. 

The Supreme Court has made clear 
that the Department of Justice cannot 
even get a search warrant to search a 
Member’s office, yet this administra-
tion, like this House, doesn’t think the 
rules, the laws, the Constitution, per-
haps, mean what they say. 

We have to get back to following the 
Constitution if we are going to pre-
serve this Republic. It is in a dire situ-
ation. It is in a desperate situation. 

If we do not get back to following the 
Constitution and observing the rules of 
the House, then our Republic will be 
lost. That is where we are being taken 
right now. 

f 

HONORING NINA OTERO-WARREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New Mexico (Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ) 
for 5 minutes. 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam 
Speaker, today I stand here to honor 
Nina Otero-Warren, a New Mexican ed-
ucator, suffragist, and politician who 

created a legacy of civil service 
through her dedication and work. 

As the first female superintendent of 
the Santa Fe Public Schools, she advo-
cated to improve education, especially 
for the Hispano communities of her be-
loved State. She preserved the lan-
guage and cultural heritage of our 
communities. 

One hundred years ago, Nina made 
history in our country as the first His-
panic woman to run for U.S. Congress. 
She did so immediately after she led 
the suffragist movement and helped 
New Mexico sign the law. So, 100 years 
ago, she led the effort and was the first 
Latina to run for Congress, and 100 
years later, I am the first Latina to 
represent Congressional District Three 
and her Santa Fe home. 

Her work paved the way for Latinas 
like myself and my colleagues to raise 
their voices and the needs of our fami-
lies and communities in the people’s 
House. As we continue the fight for 
election reform here in Congress, it 
could not be a better time to honor her 
legacy with this year’s American 
Women Quarters. 

She will join Maya Angelou, who we 
celebrated earlier this week. Maya’s 
words still inspire so many of our col-
leagues. We are so happy that the 
women poets, educators, and astro-
nauts will finally be the faces on the 
coins of our land. 

PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS OF LGBTQ-PLUS 
COMMUNITIES 

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam 
Speaker, whether it is in New Mexico 
or across the world, no one should be in 
danger for living as their authentic 
self. Yet, in many places, lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer, and 
intersex individuals are continuously 
targets of horrifying human rights 
abuses. Many suffer cruel and inhu-
mane punishment, imprisonment, and 
even death just for being who they are. 
This is unacceptable. 

That is why I proudly cosponsor and 
support the Global Respect Act. This 
bill demands accountability for indi-
viduals around the world who commit 
human rights violations against 
LGBTQ-plus communities. It also en-
sures that we track international 
human rights information more accu-
rately so that we can help end these 
egregious crimes. 

Madam Speaker, I look forward to 
voting for this lifesaving legislation, 
and I urge my colleagues to do the 
same. There is absolutely no justifica-
tion for violating another individual’s 
human rights for simply being who 
they are. 
BUILDING ON BLACK HISTORY’S FOUNDATIONS OF 

PROGRESS 
Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam 

Speaker, Black history is American 
history. From the dream of Dr. King to 
the good trouble of Congressman John 
Lewis, Black History Month is a power-
ful reminder to honor those before us 
who built the foundations of progress 
for our Nation. 

Their unyielding dedication to the 
cultural, economic, and political ad-

vancement of all people paved the way 
for others to follow, but their legacy 
continues on in the Black leaders of 
today in New Mexico like Judge 
Shammara Henderson. 

I campaigned with her and met her 
and just came to rejoice in her wisdom. 
She is the first Black woman judge to 
serve on the New Mexico Court of Ap-
peals and win a statewide election in 
New Mexico. She is blazing trails never 
traveled before. 

It is also through people like Dr. 
Charles Nwankwo, who served as the 
president of Clovis Community College. 
I had the honor of touring Clovis Com-
munity College and meeting with Dr. 
Nwankwo just a couple of weeks ago. 

His work opens doors and unleashes 
the potential of so many New Mexi-
cans. He is truly dedicated to inspiring 
the next generation to achieve new 
heights and conquer new frontiers. 

It is through people like Beverly Mc-
Millan, who works at the Family Advo-
cacy Center to support victims of do-
mestic violence, child abuse, and do-
mestic trauma. Every child, single 
mother, or victim of abuse who opens 
the door of a better future is a testa-
ment to the power of love and compas-
sion. 

These are just a few of the many he-
roes we have in the great State of New 
Mexico writing the next chapter of 
leadership, courage, and service in the 
Black community. 

Judge Henderson, Dr. Nwankwo, Ms. 
McMillan, and so many more, thank 
you for the work you do to create a 
more just world. 

f 
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FARM BILL IMPACT SERIES— 
TRADE AND TRADE PROMOTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, in prep-
aration for reauthorizing the farm bill 
in 2023, I rise today to deliver the first 
installment of my farm bill impact se-
ries where I will be highlighting the 
various aspects of the farm bill that I 
think deserve Congress’ awareness and 
support. 

If America is going to thrive, the 
people who feed, fuel, and clothe Amer-
ica must thrive, and the farm bill con-
tains certain programs that have been 
critical to the success of agricultural 
producers in my district. This week, I 
want to speak about two of those pro-
grams that fall within the trade title of 
the farm bill. 

Each year, $140 billion worth of agri-
cultural products are exported. My 
State of Kansas is known as the Wheat 
State, and 50 percent of all wheat sold 
in the United States is exported. So 
Congress must think critically and 
carefully about the international com-
ponents of the Trade title. Trade pro-
grams, which have longstanding 
records of success in America, rep-
resent the partnership between the 
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