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Committee, on Amendment No. 441, which is 
also included in the en bloc package and 
seeks to support the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency in its efforts to instill equity 
as a foundation of emergency management. 
Studies have found that low-income commu-
nities, rural areas, racial minorities, tribes, indi-
viduals with disabilities, seniors, and children 
are all more likely to experience the most dev-
astating impacts of disasters. Yet, many in 
these communities and groups face an uphill 
battle to navigate the complicated Federal as-
sistance processes. With hurricane season un-
derway and wildfires wreaking havoc on com-
munities big and small, passage of my amend-
ment is very timely. 

I thank Committee on Armed Services 
Chairman ADAM SMITH of Washington and his 
staff for their partnership with me and my staff 
throughout this entire process. Looking ahead, 
I am eager to work with the Senate to get 
these important provisions in the final NDAA 
package and on the President’s desk. 
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF EDWARD STACK 

HON. THOMAS R. SUOZZI 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2022 

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a remarkable man, a living legend, 
and a champion of civil rights. Although Ed-
ward Stack is not being inducted today, and it 
has been said by his high school coach that 
he couldn’t ‘‘catch a baseball with a bushel 
basket’’, this man is the heart and soul of the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame. Born in Sea 
Cliff, and a longtime resident of Glen Head, 
New York, Ed served as Chairman of the 
Board from 1977 to 2000, and as an officer 
from 1961 to 1977. Due to his tireless efforts, 
the Hall of Fame saw tremendous growth and 
multi-million-dollar expansions. Even more sig-
nificant, were the historical milestones which 
took place under Ed’s leadership. The most 
notable being the inclusion of former Negro 
League players, who had been excluded from 
Major League baseball prior to Jackie Robin-
son. 

The inclusion of the Negro League super-
stars was a moment of lasting pride, according 
to Ed. It was a victory for civil rights and the 
correction of an injustice which, Ed says, took 
way too long to be corrected. With Ed’s ef-
forts, players such as Satchel Paige, Josh 
Gibson, Judy Johnson, Cool Papa Bell, Buck 
Leonard, and Martin Dihigo, those whose 
groundbreaking accomplishments had been 
overlooked simply due their color, were finally 
given the recognition they deserved. 

In order to protect the integrity of baseball, 
Ed fought to prohibit players who broke the 
rules, specifically those who used performance 
enhancing drugs. Ed is well known to many 
acclaimed baseball celebrities who adore him. 
Babe Ruth’s widow, Claire, considered him a 
close friend. Yogi Berra and his wife affection-
ately called Ed ‘‘blue eyes.’’ Ed has also vis-
ited numerous presidents in the Oval Office 
and had a special bond with Ronald Reagan. 

As impressive as Ed’s professional accom-
plishments is his generosity. In his retirement, 
Ed serves as an officer or director for 19 dif-
ferent charitable and cultural organizations, in-

cluding the Bassett Medical Center, the Farm-
ers’ Museum, the New York State Trooper 
Foundation, the Salvation Army, and the Men-
tal Health Association of Nassau County. 

He is a frequent donor to his alma mater, 
Pace University, where he once served as stu-
dent council president. Ed invests in education 
because he hopes to give others the same op-
portunity for success that he had. In 1991, 
Pace recognized his outstanding contribution 
by awarding him an honorary Doctor of Hu-
mane Letters. In tribute to Ed’s constant sup-
port, the University named the Edward W. 
Stack ‘‘56 Suite’’ at Alumni Hall, in his honor. 

Today, Ed and his wife, Christina, have 
used their financial success to support those 
in need. They are significant donors to mul-
tiple philanthropic causes. The SCO Family of 
Services describe the couple’s compassion by 
saying, ‘‘Ed Stack and his wife Chris are in a 
league of their own when it comes to helping 
others.’’ 

Ed and his wife raised three beautiful 
daughters named Amy, Kim, and Suzanne. Ed 
is also a beloved ‘‘Opa,’’ or grandfather, to 
Kara, Lucy, and McGill. Ed’s daughters de-
scribe their father as hardworking and resil-
ient. As a child, Ed had overcome Polio. He 
was told he would never walk again, but Ed 
persevered and proved the doctors wrong. Al-
though walking was difficult, Ed would com-
mute an hour and a half to work every day. 
Ed’s daughter Amy describes Ed’s dedication 
as such that sometimes he’d fall down the 
train stairs because his legs would give out, 
but she never remembers him ever com-
plaining about his commute. Amy says that it 
always amazes her that her father could drink 
a cup of black coffee at 11pm before going to 
bed, have no problem sleeping, and then 
wake up at 5am to catch the train. 

Ed’s whole life was about helping others. 
During the rare moments when Ed was not in 
meetings, he would spend his time walking his 
dogs at Tappen Beach, baking gluten free 
bread for Kim, and helping his children with 
their homework. Ed also loved to care for the 
elderly. On weekends Ed would take his family 
with him to different elderly friends’ houses, 
and Ed’s family would help them with their 
taxes or finances. Now, as a grandfather, Ed 
can be found doting on his grandchildren and 
giving them scooter rides around the hallways 
of the Harborside Community in Port Wash-
ington. 

As the famous poet from our district, Walt 
Whitman, once said, ‘‘I see great things in 
baseball.’’ Baseball is more than a game; it is 
a thread which has tied Americans of all back-
grounds together since the beginning of our 
nation’s history. During the Civil War, baseball 
was used to boost morale on the battlefield. 
During World War Two, President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt stated in his famous green 
light letter that, even in these trying times, ‘‘I 
honestly feel that it would be best for the 
country to keep baseball going.’’ Today we 
proudly recognize and thank Ed for his trail-
blazing contributions to our national pastime, 
his contributions to social justice, and his im-
mense philanthropy. 

HONORING THE CAREER OF JIM A. 
YOVINO 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2022 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Fresno County Superintendent of 
Schools, Jim A. Yovino. This year will mark 
Jim’s ninth year as Superintendent. 

Jim was born and raised in Fresno and 
graduated from Fresno City College and Fres-
no State University with his BA and teaching 
credential. He later received his Master of Arts 
in Education from Fresno Pacific University 
clearly indicating his passion for education. 

Over the next twenty years, Jim held posi-
tions in Fresno, Dinuba, Central, and Clovis 
Unified School districts ranging from coach, 
administrator, assistant superintendent, teach-
er, and principal. Jim was the Assistant Super-
intendent of the Human Resource Department 
over-seeing 1,400 employees and the direct 
supervision of the secondary schools. In 2006 
Jim became Deputy Superintendent of 
Schools, an office he served in until 2013 
when he was elected Fresno County Super-
intendent of Schools. Jim focuses on advo-
cacy for career technical education, and ad-
dressing poverty, intervention, homelessness, 
civility, and early education. Jim led the Serv-
ant Leadership program, a mentoring service 
for at-risk youth. He opened the Kids Café and 
the Lighthouse for Children Center in down-
town Fresno, two institutions which provide 
skills training, special education, and child de-
velopment services. 

Jim is a member of the California Partner-
ship Board for the San Joaquin Valley, Cradle 
to Career Board, Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame 
Board, Central Valley Higher Education Con-
sortium, Fresno Rotary, Fresno Chamber of 
Commerce, Halo Café Pet Food Pantry, El 
Concilio, Fresno Area Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, Fresno Kremen Noted Alumni, 
Fresno State Health and Human Services 
Dean’s Council of Ambassadors, Bonner Cen-
ter for Character Education and Citizenship, 
Maddy Institute, Fresno States President’s 
Commission on Teacher Education, Central 
Valley Promise, Foundation for the Fresno 
County Office of Education, Fresno Area Com-
pact, and California County Superintendents 
Educational Services Association. 

For 25 years The Fresno Compact has rec-
ognized individuals and business partners for 
their support of local schools. The Fresno 
Compact awarded Jim Yovino their 2022 Har-
old Haak Award for Leadership and Estab-
lishing Partnerships. His work in the commu-
nity and impacts he has made through edu-
cation is evident. Jim manages over 1,500 
employees and an organizational budget that 
serves around 205,500 Fresno County stu-
dents across 32 school districts and over 345 
schools. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring his receipt of the 2022 Harold 
Haak Award. Jim A. Yovino’s tremendous con-
tributions to the culture, community, and edu-
cation system of Fresno County deserve the 
highest praise and recognition as he continues 
to serve the Valley and its community. 
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STATEMENT FOR THE RECORD NA-

TIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GUY RESCHENTHALER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 13, 2022 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in support of Amendment No. 431 in en 
bloc No. 4, offered by my good friend from 
Rhode Island, Mr. CICILLINE. I am proud to co-
sponsor this amendment and urge my col-
leagues to support it. 

This amendment would safeguard important 
protections for servicemembers and their fami-
lies by preventing the enforcement of forced 
arbitration clauses in any dispute covered 
under the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act 
(SCRA). The SCRA was passed to ease fi-
nancial burdens on servicemembers when 
they are required to relocate for active duty 
assignments and protects them from eviction, 
foreclosure, and other financial penalties. Un-
fortunately, forced arbitration clauses deny our 
troops the ability to exercise their SCRA rights 
and protections in court. This is not right. Our 
servicemembers deserve peace of mind while 
they are out fighting for our freedoms, which 
is why Rep. CICILLINE and I are offering this 
amendment. 

It is worth noting this language was included 
in the Fiscal Year 2022 National Defense Au-
thorization Act that passed the House with bi-
partisan support, but unfortunately was 
stripped during negotiations with the Senate. I 
urge my colleagues to vote yes on amend-
ment No. 431 so we can ensure our military 
men and women can focus on their missions 
rather than worry about financial burdens at 
home. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER 
SHINZO ABE 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 14, 2022 

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the life of former Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, who was assassinated on July 8, 
2022. The whole world mourns the loss of this 
great leader—the longest serving prime min-
ister in the history of Japan. As the leader of 
his party, he won an unprecedented four elec-
tions spanning a time period of eleven years. 
His popularity was undeniable. 

Prime Minister Abe always focused on the 
positive contributions made by the Japanese 
people. Instead of apologizing for the sins of 
his forebears, he promoted economic and for-
eign policies that put the people of Japan first. 
He was not afraid of China and taught the 
watching world that strength in the face of 
communist totalitarianism beats coddling and 
submission. This great patriot never tired in 
his commitment to fight for his people. 

Prime Minister Abe taught the world about 
true leadership. Take care of your own people. 
Protect them. Value them. 

I offer my condolences and deep sym-
pathies to the people of Japan, and the friends 
and family of Mr. Abe. They gave the world a 

shining star. And now he returns to the heav-
ens. 
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SUPPORT OF H.R. 7900, NATIONAL 
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 14, 2022 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in support of my amendments to the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. My amend-
ments seek to better understand the mental 
health challenges and mechanisms of support 
available to servicemembers; mandate strong 
reports which will be critical in enacting better 
policy for servicemembers in the future; and 
make defense communities more resilient to 
the growing threat of climate change. 

The first amendment (Amendment No. 322), 
which my colleague, Congresswoman ELAINE 
LURIA, has cosponsored, represents an impor-
tant step forward in better understanding and 
combatting the epidemic of suicide facing not 
just the Navy, but the entire armed forces. 
There is a dearth of information about suicide 
and suicide prevention in the Navy, particularly 
on Navy ships. This is why directing the In-
spector General of the Department of Defense 
to compile and publish a report on instances 
of suicide, suicide prevention, and response 
within the Navy is so important. This report will 
be comprehensive and desperately needed, 
given how little we truly understand why some 
sailors choose to end their lives, as well as 
the failures of command and areas where 
available resources have failed to catch and 
prevent these tragedies. 

Additionally, the report will contain a survey 
of the mental health teams found on Navy 
ships and installations, so that we might better 
understand the limitations faced by these crit-
ical teams to properly treat, prevent, and re-
spond to instances of suicidal ideation, suici-
dal intent, and suicidal attempts of the crew-
members they serve. These mental health 
teams are critical components of every unit, 
but do not always have the staff or resources 
available to provide necessary treatment and 
counseling to the sailors under their care. This 
report will be critical in better understanding 
the shortfalls these teams face, which will 
allow us to set them up for better successes 
in the future. 

The discussion of suicides in the Navy is a 
personal one. I have lost constituents in the 
Navy, particularly this year wherein the shock-
ing number of sailors who died by suicide 
while serving on the USS George Washington 
in Newport News, Virginia made national 
headlines. It is my belief that this DoD report 
will be the first step in better understanding 
how to prevent another, similar tragedy and 
see where the Navy could be doing more to 
actively support its servicemembers during 
times of mental and emotional crisis. 

My second amendment (Amendment No. 
323) requires the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Defense to survey and report on 
programs across the armed services which 
allow servicemembers to file anonymous com-
plaints and concerns without fear of identifica-
tion or reprisal from command. 

The chain of command is something that 
every soldier and employee of the Department 

of Defense is taught to respect from the ear-
liest days of training. Soldiers know there are 
some issues they cannot voice without risking 
the ire of their commanding officers or drawing 
undue attention to themselves, even if the na-
ture of their complaint is a valid quality of life 
concern, a note about morale, a safety issue, 
or any reasonable request for support from ex-
isting Department services and programs. 

Programs which allow anonymous complaint 
filing for servicemembers fill a critical gap of 
inter-unit communication by encouraging sol-
diers to advocate for themselves through a 
channel which they know will protect their 
identity and be taken seriously and reviewed 
on its merits. However, there is currently no 
DoD-wide review of where such programs 
exist, making it difficult to gauge their level of 
user participation, analyze data on the sorts of 
complaints filed, or even know which units and 
branches support such programs. This is a 
gap in knowledge that merits a proper review 
by the Department of Defense, so that we 
may better understand what support our sol-
diers are asking for and where they are and 
aren’t being given the opportunity to even ask. 

My third amendment (Amendment No. 321) 
seeks to improve adaptation and emergency 
management coordination between state, 
local, and federal entities in defense commu-
nities, especially the Department of Defense. 
By creating interagency regional resilience co-
ordinator positions in defense communities, 
this amendment will enhance military readi-
ness and community resilience. I was pleased 
to have the support of my colleagues, Con-
gresswoman LURIA, a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee and veteran of the 
Navy; Congressman WITTMAN, a senior mem-
ber of the Armed Services Committee; Con-
gressman MCEACHIN; and Congresswoman 
SÁNCHEZ on this important amendment. 

As a Nation, our aging stormwater infra-
structure, housing stock, emergency manage-
ment systems, and power grid exacerbate the 
threats of climate change. Thanks to the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act, the United 
States is making our infrastructure more resil-
ient and creating jobs in the process. These 
investments in our infrastructure will help pro-
tect our communities and prevent needless 
loss and human suffering. 

The Department of Defense recognizes that, 
as the climate changes, ‘‘leveraging knowl-
edge and actions when planning climate 
change adaptation and emergency prepared-
ness and response requires expanded col-
laboration with surrounding communities.’’ This 
is especially true in Hampton Roads, Virginia 
due to the significant federal footprint, includ-
ing 15 military bases, and the region’s geo-
graphic complexities. 

In my district and throughout Hampton 
Roads, communities play an essential role in 
supporting critical defense installations. Com-
munity assets, infrastructure, and services en-
sure the region’s bases are ready and provide 
the region’s 83,000 active-duty service mem-
bers and their families with amenities to live, 
get to work, and recreate. The threat of sea 
level rise and increasingly frequent and severe 
storms, however, jeopardize these community 
services and military readiness. 

Fortunately, the region has developed 
strong cooperation and expertise in this re-
gard. This acumen and spirit of collaboration 
are clear in the two recent Joint Land Use 
Studies and a 2016 report released following 
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