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all who knew him. Mr. Jordan will always be 
remembered for his love of family, spirit, and 
commitment to his community—all of which he 
passed down to his children and grand-
children. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
JAMES HOOLEY, HEAD OF POLIT-
ICAL SECTION AT THE BRITISH 
EMBASSY 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 20, 2022 

Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the invaluable service of James 
Hooley, who has served as the head of the 
political section at the British Embassy in 
Washington D.C. for the past five years. 
Throughout his tenure, James has personified 
the Special Relationship between the United 
States and the United Kingdom with his tire-
less work, diligent commitment, and affable 
personality. 

As one of our key liaisons with the United 
Kingdom, James has facilitated bipartisan en-
gagement with Congressional members and 
all levels of the British Government, from 
Prime Ministers to Cabinet Ministers, Members 
of Parliament, and members of the Royal 
Family. Through two Presidential Administra-
tions and two Prime Ministers, James has led 
the British Embassy’s political operations, en-
suring we in the United States remain well 
connected with our allies across the Atlantic. 
James has been steadfast in ensuring the 
highest diplomatic channels between our two 
countries remain open and well-used for the 
range of issues covered by the U.S.-U.K. rela-
tionship. 

James will be transitioning back to the For-
eign, Commonwealth and Development Office 
in London where I have no doubt he will 
achieve the same success. The Special Rela-
tionship between the United States and the 
United Kingdom remains special thanks to the 
work of diplomats like James Hooley. We in 
Congress will miss his work at the Embassy 
and wish him nothing but the best for his fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE SECOND VIC-
TIM OF THE COVID–19 PANDEMIC 
IN ERIE COUNTY, WALTER 
MONAHAN, A DECORATED VET-
ERAN, FAMILY MAN, AND A 
FRIEND TO ALL 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 20, 2022 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to commemorate the remark-
able life of Walter Monahan, an exceptional 
man who was taken far too soon due to 
COVID–19. Walter was a decorated Vietnam 
military veteran, an active community leader 
and volunteer, and a devoted husband, father, 
and grandfather. Unfortunately, on Wednes-
day, March 25, 2020, Walter became the sec-
ond resident in Erie County to pass due to 
COVID–19. His wife, Valerie Monahan, and 

his family, wishes for the public to remember 
Walter for the extraordinary person he was, 
not just as a statistic in a public health emer-
gency. Walter’s unfortunate passing allows us 
to honor his legacy and the incredible work he 
did while reminding us all that we must con-
tinue to actively take a stand against COVID– 
19. 

Walter’s lifelong commitment to serving his 
country is beyond commendable. He was a 
Petty Officer second class in the United States 
Navy. Walter’s military career began when he 
served two tours on a destroyer during the 
Vietnam War. From there, the Navy truly be-
came a part of Walter’s blood. When his tours 
ended, Walter was transferred to the Pen-
tagon to work for the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations. Walter also was a dedicated and active 
veteran. He marched with the Rochester Viet-
nam Veterans Chapter 20 marching unit and 
served on the board of directors. 

I had the honor of meeting Walter myself 
and presenting him with a Vietnam Lapel Pin 
in thanks for his remarkable service. Walter’s 
immense dedication, sacrifice, and service 
does not go unrecognized. He exemplified 
what it means to truly be a patriot, dedicating 
himself to our American values and serving 
his country proudly. 

It was while he worked at the Pentagon that 
Walter met the love of his life, Valerie. The 
two soon got married and returned to Roch-
ester, where Walter had grown up. Together, 
Walter and Valerie raised two lovely children, 
their daughter, Kelly and their son, Michael. 
After moving to Buffalo in 2007, Walter worked 
as a facilities director for People Inc’s Senior 
Centers. He is remembered by his co-workers 
for his exceptional customer service, incredible 
family-oriented mindset, and his immense 
compassion. They reflect on Walter as being 
‘‘the kind of employee everyone would want 
on their team—skilled, caring, friendly, funny 
and enjoyable to know.’’ 

A pinnacle of his community, Walter addi-
tionally dedicated his time to being an active 
member of numerous organizations. He 
served as a Eucharistic minister at St. Joseph 
University Parish, a docent at the Buffalo and 
Erie County Naval and Military Park, a Meals- 
on-Wheels volunteer, and a school bus driver. 
Walter, a true family man at heart, also be-
came a fixture at just about every event in-
volving his grandchildren during his retirement. 
Walter nobly dedicated his life to service in all 
manners. He went above and beyond in work-
ing to make a better community for all, a true 
testament to his dedication to service. 

COVID–19 wrongfully claimed the remark-
able life of Walter, taking his life all too soon. 
After noticing Walter was not getting enough 
oxygen, his wife of 50 years, Valerie, called 
911 and Walter was admitted to Kenmore 
Mercy Hospital. Walter’s family believed he 
would recover quickly, thinking he simply had 
pneumonia or bronchitis. Unfortunately, Val-
erie was never able to see her beloved hus-
band conscious again. Hours after he arrived 
at the hospital, Walter was attached to a venti-
lator and put under a medically induced coma. 
The family was allowed just moments at his 
bedside before Walter’s passing. Despite the 
persistence and dedication of the doctors, 
there was nothing more that could be done for 
Walter. Walter passed on March 25, 2020 at 
the age of 74 due to COVID–19, being the 
second Erie County resident to lose their life 
to the deadly disease. 

After Walter’s tragic passing, Valerie dedi-
cated herself to mobilizing people in the com-
munity to take a stand against COVID–19. 
Valerie’s early and persistent calls for mask 
usage along with her active pursuit in spread-
ing the truth about the virus was vital in keep-
ing our community safe during such chal-
lenging times. The people are forever in debt 
to Valerie for her work in taking preventive 
measures against COVID–19 and advocating 
for others to do the same. 

Today, I wish to echo Valerie’s calls for ac-
tion and encourage the American people to 
get the COVID–19 vaccine. We now have the 
means to protect ourselves and our loved 
ones from this horrible disease. Getting the 
COVID–19 vaccine is the best way we can 
prevent another loss such as Walter. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in celebrating Walter 
and the extraordinary life of service he led and 
in choosing to actively stand against COVID– 
19 by getting vaccinated. Walter was an in-
credible man who dedicated his life to serving 
his country and community nobly. His life was 
cut all too short due to this horrible and deadly 
virus. By getting the COVID–19 vaccination, 
each person is actively taking a step to ensure 
we do not lose any more American citizens to 
this illness. May we honor Walter’s legacy and 
remarkable life by ensuring his death is not in 
vain; we must continue to protect our commu-
nities and country in the same fashion Walter 
did during his lifetime. 

f 

HONORING NIKOLA ‘‘NICK’’ 
VOYVODICH 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 20, 2022 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Nikola ‘‘Nick’’ 
Voyvodich in celebration of his longstanding 
career in law enforcement. 

Born in Oakland, California, at Oaknoll 
Naval Hospital, Nikola ‘‘Nick’’ Voyvodich was 
no stranger to the definition of bravery, as his 
father was wounded in action as a United 
States Marine. After receiving an associate of 
the arts degree from Ohlone College, on Au-
gust 25, 1994, Mr. Voyvodich joined the New-
ark Police Department as a reserve officer, 
jump starting his career in law enforcement. A 
few years later, on March 2, 1994, Mr. 
Voyvodich became a full-time police officer 
with the Martinez Police Department. 

His illustrious career included a strong dedi-
cation to training others in the law enforce-
ment field and in defensive tactics, and so 
much more. He served as a member of the bi-
cycle patrol team, detective, corporal, and a 
special agent in Central County Narcotic En-
forcement Team (CNET), which is a team that 
specializes in narcotics. He was often accom-
panied by his beloved late K9 partner, Brit. 

Mr. Voyvodich received two awards while 
serving as the President of the Police Officers 
Association, further highlighting his dedication 
to his community. He received a Chiefs Com-
mendation in 2012 and a Life Saving Award in 
2016. Specializing in narcotics, he worked tire-
lessly to maintain the safety of Martinez. 

Mr. Voyvodich and his wife Melissa 
Voyvodich have six beautiful children: Austin, 
Elizabeth, Kaitlin, Christopher, Thomas, and 
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Dakota. Christopher and Thomas are currently 
serving in the United States Marine Corps. Mr. 
Voyvodich’s family describes him as a dedi-
cated husband, father, and grandfather. His 
tireless dedication has resonated with his fam-
ily, his co-workers, and his community. 

Madam Speaker, it is evident that Mr. 
Voyvodich has dedicated his life for the better-
ment and safety of the Martinez community 
through his service. Therefore, it is fitting and 
proper that we honor him here today. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GLEN AND KERRY 
FLETCHER 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 20, 2022 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate Glen and Kerry 
Fletcher, who are jointly being honored as the 
2021 Citizen of the Year by the Corona Cham-
ber of Commerce. Glen and Kerry have been 
true leaders in my hometown of Corona for 
more than three decades, and residents 
throughout our community deeply appreciate 
their many contributions. 

Glen and Kerry first met in high school 
where Kerry was a song leader and Glen was 
president of the Future Farmers of America. 
After a few dates, Kerry was introduced to the 
family business, Pete’s Road Service, which 
was run by Pete and Clara Fletcher. Soon 
after, Kerry would join Glen by working at the 
business and contributing to its success. 
Eventually they would marry, and after living 
for stretches in Fullerton and Norco, the 
Fletcher family moved to Corona in 1986. In 
addition to expanding Pete’s Road Service, 
the Fletcher family grew with the additions of 
their children, Amanda, Melissa, and Nathan. 

Over the past 30 years, the Fletchers have 
volunteered their time and resources into the 
Corona community in many ways. With chil-
dren active in youth athletics, the Fletchers 
recognized a need for additional soccer devel-
opment opportunities in the region. In 1992, 
they founded the Corona United Soccer Club, 
and Glen served as its President for 12 years. 
Not to be outdone, Kerry contributed in a vari-
ety of roles over the years, including as a 
coach, Board Treasurer, and Registrar. In 
2005, Glen joined the Corona Rotary where 
he chaired the club’s Lobsterfest fundraiser in 
2011 and served as President in the 2011/ 
2012 year. Glen and Kerry have also been 
members of the Navy League and a number 
of other local clubs and organizations benefit-
ting our city. 

Today, Glen and Kerry enjoy another treas-
ured role—being grandparents. With their in-
credible record of service, the Fletchers are in-
credibly deserving of the Citizen of the Year 
award from the Corona Chamber of Com-
merce. I would like to thank Glen and Kerry 
for their dedication to our community and wish 
them the very best in the future. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA GOVERNMENT 
TITLE EQUALITY ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 20, 2022 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce the District of Columbia Government 
Title Equality Act. This bill would amend the 
D.C. Home Rule Act to redesignate the Mayor 
of the District of Columbia as the Governor, 
the D.C. Council as the Legislative Assembly, 
the D.C. Councilmembers as Representatives 
and the Chair of the Council as the Speaker. 
The new titles are the ones used in the State 
of Washington, Douglass Commonwealth con-
stitution, which the District adopted in 2016 in 
anticipation of passage of the Washington, 
D.C. Admission Act, which would make D.C. 
the 51st state. 

I introduce this bill to highlight to the Amer-
ican people and Members of Congress that 
there would be a seamless transition to D.C. 
statehood because D.C. already operates as 
the functional equivalent of a state, providing 
state-, county- and city-level services, despite 
being denied voting representation in Con-
gress and full local self-government. 

This bill would not change any D.C. legal 
authorities. 

This is an important step to provide greater 
equality for the District, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

f 

REMEMBERING WILLIAM J. WOOD 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 20, 2022 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, my wife Roxanne, the Wilson family, 
and I would like to express our condolences to 
the family of William J. Wood. He, his late 
wife, Nancy, and his daughter, Lou, have been 
greatly appreciated civic and business leaders 
of the Midlands of South Carolina. With East-
man Chemicals, Midlands Technical College, 
and Nephron Pharmaceuticals, the Kennedy 
Family has provided innumerable people with 
meaningful jobs. I am grateful to include in the 
RECORD his obituary in fond remembrance. 

WILLIAM J. WOOD 

(June 23, 1937–January 16, 2022) 

OBITUARY OF WILLIAM J. WOOD 

William Jerry Wood, of Lexington, passed 
away on Sunday, January 16, 2022 at his 
home. 

The son of the late Oscar Benjamin and 
Faye Hooper Wood, Mr. Wood was born in 
Commerce, GA, started his career at East-
man Chemical Company in Kingsport, TN, 
and made Lexington his home for more than 
a half century. He was a beloved husband, fa-
ther, grandfather and great grandfather. 

As a young man, Mr. Wood’s family moved 
around Appalachia. During this period, Mr. 
Wood’s father was following his calling to 
serve Baptist congregations around the re-
gion, as a minister. His father also owned a 
dry cleaning business, in which the entire 
family pitched in. At the age of 18, Mr. Wood 
started his career at Eastman in Kingsport, 
TN, where the family had settled. 

Mr. Wood devoted more than four decades 
in leadership and management to Eastman 
Chemical Company. With the exception of 
his family, Mr. Wood did not take more pride 
in anything than his work. He left an indel-
ible mark on the company and its employees, 
many of whom continue to pass down the 
lessons they learned working with Mr. Wood. 
He taught a Machine, Tool, Technology class 
to local technical college students for more 
than 15 years. 

The Midlands Technical College Life Skills 
Center is named in honor of Mr. Wood. Since 
opening in 2014, the center has helped Mid-
lands Tech students prepare for life after 
school by honing essential skills needed to 
start a career. 

The father of Lou Wood Kennedy, Mr. 
Wood embraced life in the Midlands of South 
Carolina when he relocated his family here, 
in 1965, as he continued to grow in manage-
ment at Eastman. Mr. Wood was active in 
community endeavors, such as service orga-
nizations like the Lions Club, hobby-focused 
clubs, such as the Antique Car Club of Amer-
ica South Carolina Chapter, and in the Bap-
tist church. His daughter, beaming with 
pride, called Mr. Wood the greatest man she 
has ever known, and he loved watching the 
role she plays in making her own mark 
today on the community he chose as their 
family home. 

Mr. Wood met his wife, Nancy Thomas 
Wood, as a teenager. They dated as students 
at East Tennessee State University. His fa-
ther married the couple. Mr. and Mrs. Wood 
celebrated 61 years of marriage last year. 

Surviving Mr. Wood are his daughter, Lou 
Wood Kennedy of Lexington (Bill); grand-
daughter, Xanna Bailey of Lexington (Trav-
is) and great-grandson, Lincoln Bailey. Mr. 
Wood is also survived by Paul Wood (Mil-
dred), Sarah Benson, Daniel Wood (Cara), Re-
becca (Chuck) and countless nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends. The family wants to say 
a special thank you to Amya Bryant for the 
love and care she provided over the last five 
months. 

f 

HONORING MONTFORD POINT MA-
RINE ROSCOE BROWN FOR HIS 
COURAGE, TRAILBLAZING DE-
TERMINATION, AND SELFLESS 
SERVICE TO OUR GREAT NATION 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 20, 2022 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in recognition of Roscoe 
Brown, a member of the Montford Point Ma-
rines, an elite team of men who bravely 
signed up to fight abroad for our nation’s free-
dom even while they were being denied equal 
rights here at home. We will never forget his 
courage, trailblazing determination, and self-
less service. 

In 2011 I co-sponsored H.R. 2477, a bill to 
grant the Congressional Gold Medal to the 
Montford Point Marines. The legislation was 
approved by Congress and signed by Presi-
dent Obama. In November of 2012 a cere-
mony was held to present many of the Ma-
rines with their medals, however Mr. Brown 
was unable to attend. In April of 2013 my of-
fice secured the medal and at Mr. Brown’s re-
quest, I presented the honor in a special cere-
mony at Bethesda World Harvest International 
Church in Buffalo, where Brown served as a 
Deacon. 
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