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the meaningful work they do for the senior 
community in Austin and commend them for 
their commitment to providing high-end, quality 
care to their residents. 

Westminster will always hold a special place 
in my heart, as they cared for my mother in 
her final days. I want to thank the doctors, 
nurses, and all the staff for the love and care 
they provided her during her time with them. 

Since 1967, Westminster has provided life 
care, residential services, and state-of-the-art 
healthcare to thousands of residents who have 
trusted and relied upon their facilities and 
staff. To reach this milestone, Westminster’s 
staff has worked tirelessly to ensure that their 
residents receive the care they need while 
also providing a comforting place to live during 
retirement. 

The high quality of care and standard of liv-
ing for the residents of Westminster has gar-
nered national attention and led to a recogni-
tion as a Top 25 ‘Best in Wellness’’ Senior 
Living Community in North America by the 
ICAA. This continued commitment to serving 
their residents in Austin illustrates the value 
that they serve in this community. 

For 55 years, Westminster Retirement Com-
munity has diligently served the senior popu-
lation in Austin to ensure that its residents live 
a long, healthy, and joyous life. Westminster 
has become the reliable institution that it is 
today due to its effort and acute attention to 
the care of its residents. 

I want to recognize Westminster on their 
55th anniversary and I commend them for the 
outstanding work they do for the retirement 
community in Austin. 
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TRIBUTE TO VOORHEES COLLEGE 
ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 125TH 
ANNIVERSARY AND RENAMING 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 1, 2022 

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a proud historically 
Black college, in South Carolina’s 6th Con-
gressional District, on the occasion on its 
125th Founder’s Day. Voorhees College has 
provided educational opportunities for young 
African Americans in South Carolina since 
1897 and on April 7, 2022 will be renamed 
Voorhees University. 

Voorhees is the first HBCU founded by an 
African-American woman, Elizabeth Evelyn 
Wright, under the name Denmark Industrial 
School on April 14, 1897. When Ms. Wright 
founded the school, at the young age of 23, 
her vision was to provide a quality education 
to young men and women. 

Ms. Wright’s vision for the school grew, and 
in 1902, it became Voorhees Industrial School, 
after attracting the financial support of New 
Jersey philanthropist Ralph Voorhees. Mr. 
Voorhees and his wife donated money for the 
purchase of 280 acres of land in Denmark, 
South Carolina to expand the campus. More 
support came in 1924, when the school came 
under the auspices of the American Church 
Institutes for Negroes, which was part of the 
Episcopal Church. 

In 1928, the name was changed to Voor-
hees Normal and Industrial School, reflecting 
its addition of a junior college. In 1946, the 

junior college became the first Black college in 
South Carolina accredited by the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools. In Decem-
ber 1962, the institution became known as 
Voorhees College. The high school was 
closed, and, in 1967, Voorhees began grant-
ing 4-year degrees. 

The students on Voorhees College’s cam-
pus, like many other historically Black institu-
tions, became engaged in the 1960’s civil 
rights activities. In 1969, students occupied 
the Wilkinson Hall offices of the mostly white 
administration to protest their failure to hire 
additional Black faculty and provide more 
scholarships to low-income students from the 
Denmark community. 

The difference between this and other col-
lege protests was that, having seen the shoot-
ing of student protestors on the nearby South 
Carolina State College campus the previous 
year, the students armed themselves. Their 
actions drew national media attention. After 
two days, the South Carolina National Guard 
forced the students to end their protest. Many 
were arrested and suspended. Some received 
jail sentences of 18 months to two years. All 
of them went on to complete their degrees. 

Despite the tumultuous times, Voorhees 
College has always followed Elizabeth Evelyn 
Wright’s vision for the school, ‘‘to try to help 
my fellow man to help themselves, and if a 
way was not open for them, I must open it my-
self.’’ It was in that spirit in December 2021, 
that the Southern Association of College and 
School Commission on Colleges approved 
Voorhees Master’s degree program, setting in 
motion today’s historic renaming to Voorhees 
University. 

Voorhees College, under the leadership of 
Dr. Ronnie Hopkins, the tenth President, con-
tinues to offer its students a quality, com-
prehensive, general education, coupled with 
professional education, in a value-centered lib-
eral arts tradition. Its mission is, ‘‘to produce 
highly qualified graduates who coalesce intel-
lect and faith in pursuit of life-long learning, 
healthy living, the betterment of society, and 
an abiding faith in God.’’ This mission is deep-
ly imbedded in the hearts and minds of fac-
ulty, staff and students allowing students to 
combine intellect and faith as they broaden 
their minds and prepare for their futures. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you and our col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the 125th an-
niversary of Voorhees College and its new 
status as Voorhees University. May it continue 
to build upon the vision of its founder and 
serve as an exemplary example of higher edu-
cation. 
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AWNEE MONTANO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 1, 2022 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Awnee 
Montano for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Awnee Montano is a 12th grader at 
Northglenn High School and received this 
award because their determination and hard 
work have allowed them to overcome adversi-
ties. 

The dedication demonstrated by Awnee 
Montano is exemplary of the type of achieve-

ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Awnee Montano for winning the Adams Coun-
ty Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt they will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of their future ac-
complishments. 
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HONORING THE BIRTHDAY OF 
MRS. IRENE BURRUS 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 1, 2022 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate and honor Mrs. Irene 
Burrus on the joyous and momentous occa-
sion of her 99th birthday on March 31, 2022. 

Irene has been a supporter, trusted advisor 
and personal friend of mine since I was a 
mere kid. I thank God for her and her incred-
ible love, passion, and sincere care for our 
community at large. 

Mrs. Irene Burrus has been a tireless volun-
teer in the New Orleans community for more 
than 50 years. She is a leader and possesses 
the skills to involve her friends and neighbors 
in the causes and organizations she believes 
in. Her kindness and empathy for others 
makes her a respected member of her com-
munity and has inspired many to follow in her 
service to others. 

Irene was married to the deceased John 
Burrus, who served our country and was 
awarded the Navy Cross by President Harry 
S. Truman. She became involved in many 
causes for our military and veterans through-
out the State of Louisiana. 

Irene worked at the New Orleans Ernest N. 
Morial Convention Center for over thirty years. 
She has shared an unwavering love and dedi-
cation for the city of New Orleans with every-
one she encountered. In 2013, at the age of 
89, she volunteered three days of her time to 
welcoming people from over the world to the 
activities surrounding Super Bowl XLVII. She 
is well-known to serve breakfast to law en-
forcement every Mardi Gras. 

A stalwart figure in Louisiana’s volunteer cir-
cles, Irene was awarded the Heroism of the 
Year award by the Louisiana Association of 
Nonprofit Organizations and was one of the 
first five inductees into the Algiers Wall of 
Fame for her community service to Algiers 
and New Orleans. 

Irene’s service to causes and organizations 
is unmatched. She is a member of the Algiers 
Police Advisory Group, the Welcome Neigh-
bors Organization, the Morning Kiwanis Club, 
the Algiers Economic Development Founda-
tion, the Tall Timbers Garden Club, the Algiers 
Development District, the Algiers Charter 
School Association for Fundraising, the Mili-
tary Wives Organization, the Old Aurora 
Neighborhood Association, the Historic French 
Quarter Easter Parade, the Algiers Republican 
Women, the Louisiana Republican Women, 
and the Algiers Courthouse Board of Direc-
tors. 

Throughout her life, Irene has been ‘‘Shero’’ 
to the countless families she has helped along 
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the way. She has showered blessings upon 
everyone she has loved so deeply, and we 
are eternally grateful. I wish her the happiest 
of birthdays surrounded by family and friends 
and pray we celebrate many more years to 
come. 

f 

SABRINA GONZALEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 1, 2022 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Sabrina Gon-
zalez for receiving the Adams County Mayors 
and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Sabrina Gonzalez is a 11th grader at Van-
tage Point High School and received this 
award because their determination and hard 
work have allowed them to overcome adversi-
ties. 

The dedication demonstrated by Sabrina 
Gonzalez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Sabrina Gonzalez for winning the Adams 
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth 
Award. I have no doubt they will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of their 
future accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM FRANK 
CHAPMAN, JR. 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 1, 2022 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
honor of William Frank Chapman, Jr. of 
Salem, Virginia, who passed away on March 
20, 2022, at the age of 88. Frank served in 
the Armed Forces and was a businessman 
and active community leader. 

Frank was born on January 25, 1934. He 
graduated from Andrew Lewis High School. 
He then attended Fork Union Military Acad-
emy and was recruited by North Carolina 
State University on scholarship to play foot-
ball, which he did for two years before trans-
ferring to the University of Virginia to finish his 
education. 

He served in the United States Navy before 
returning to Salem. Upon his homecoming, he 
founded and served as president of Chapman- 
Taney-Painter-Logan Insurance, Inc. and 
Bonding for many years. He later worked at 
Sherwood Memorial Park in operations. After 
his retirement, Frank dedicated much of his 
life to service to his community. 

He and his friend, Burks Logan, worked as 
co-chairmen of a capital campaign for the 
Salem Museum and were honored as ‘‘Home-
town Heroes’’ in 2012 by the Roanoker Maga-
zine. He was a life member of the Salem Mu-
seum and Historical Society and served as 
president of the board for five years. 

I had the pleasure of knowing Frank person-
ally. He was a friend and fellow Republican. I 

recall when I ran for the Virginia House of Del-
egates for the first time, he vowed to support 
me. But one of his close friends, with whom 
he had endured many hard times, decided to 
run against me. Frank approached me, hat in 
hand, to apologetically ask that I release him 
from his commitment. I respected his candor 
and loyalty. He was a true southern gen-
tleman. 

He faithfully served his community and 
party. He was a Trustee of the Virginia Agents 
Political Committee, a lifetime member of the 
Salem Rescue Squad, former state director of 
Salem Junior Chamber of Commerce, and 
former president of the Salem-Roanoke Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce. Frank also served 
on many committees at the First United Meth-
odist Church in Salem, where he was a life-
long and third-generation member. 

Frank was also an avid outdoorsman. In 
1981, then-Governor John Dalton appointed 
him to the Virginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries Commission to represent the 
sixth district. He served as vice-chairman from 
1984 to 85. Frank also served as vice-chair-
man of the Catawba District of Boy Scouts of 
America. He was a member of the Salem Ro-
tary Club and was recognized as a Paul Harris 
Rotary Fellow in 2005. Throughout his life, he 
held many esteemed titles and leadership 
roles—all to serve, lead, and better his com-
munity. 

Frank was predeceased in death by two 
wives, Billie Lee Bates Chapman and Page 
Clark Chapman; his parents, William Frank 
Chapman, Sr. and Wilma Cross Chapman; 
and a sister, Lula Cross Harris Russell. 

He is survived by his wife, Julie Stagg 
Chapman; three children, Lee Ann Chapman 
Critz and her husband, Blake, Frank Bates 
Chapman, and Catherine Chapman Mosley; 
four grandchildren, Sara Catherine Critz 
Kronstain and husband, John, Benjamin Lee 
Critz and wife, Anna, Luke Bates Mosley, and 
Addison Grace Chapman; and five great- 
grandchildren, Emma, Thomas, Matthew, 
Mason and Olivia. He also leaves behind his 
beloved stepchildren and grandchildren. I 
would like to offer my condolences to the fam-
ily on the loss of this great man, friend, and 
community leader. 

f 

VATSANNA BRINES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 1, 2022 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Vatsanna 
Brines for receiving the Adams County Mayors 
and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Vatsanna Brines is an 11th grader at Van-
tage Point High School and received this 
award because their determination and hard 
work have allowed them to overcome adversi-
ties. 

The dedication demonstrated by Vatsanna 
Brines is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Vatsanna Brines for winning the Adams Coun-

ty Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt they will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of their future ac-
complishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
GUAM ON ITS 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY AND CELEBRATING THE 
54TH ANNUAL GUAM CHARTER 
DAY 

HON. MICHAEL F.Q. SAN NICOLAS 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 1, 2022 

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the University of Guam 
(UOG) and join the People of Guam in cele-
brating both its 70th Anniversary and 54th 
Charter Day. I extend my sincere congratula-
tions for their decades of achievements and 
commend them for their countless contribu-
tions as a leader in the continued trans-
formation of our local and global communities. 

UOG Charter Day is an annual celebration 
that marks the 1952 founding of the institution 
and 1968 signing of the charter that renamed 
the Territorial College of Guam as today’s Uni-
versity of Guam. In the years since then, the 
institution has remained an unwavering force 
in building strong educational foundations, fos-
tering a breadth of opportunities for personal 
and professional growth, and creating new 
spaces for our people to rise as leaders in 
every level of society. From healthcare and 
education to business and public administra-
tion, every aspect of life on Guam has been 
deeply impacted by the very students, alumni, 
faculty, staff, and administration of UOG. Hav-
ing earned an unprecedented 16 years of con-
tinuous accreditation, maintained an out-
standing reputation as the only four-year U.S. 
accredited land-grant institution in the Western 
Pacific, and conferred over 19,914 degrees to 
its students, the University of Guam is an in-
strument of positive change that will continue 
to shape our island, region, nation, and world 
in the future ahead. 

This year’s Charter Day theme, ‘‘Charting a 
Course for New Horizons,’’ and platinum anni-
versary theme, ‘‘70 Years of Transforming 
lives and Advancing Communities,’’ further 
speak volumes about the ways in which UOG 
uniquely embodies its mission to enlighten, 
discover, and serve. Consistently taking its 
commitment far beyond the confines of aca-
demics and research, the institution has navi-
gated a critical role in supporting the evolving 
needs of our community. Most recently, this 
has materialized in the provision of a central 
island vaccination clinic, personnel support for 
widespread community testing, online COVID– 
Ready Caregiver courses, tele-health coun-
seling services, COVID–19 tele-education, a 
health clinic and outreach events, and 
COVID–19 awareness presentations in part-
nership with numerous community-based or-
ganizations, the Guam Army National Guard, 
and Guam Department of Public Health and 
Social Services over the course of the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

Madam Speaker, the University of Guam is 
a pillar of excellence and beacon of promise 
for generations past and generations more to 
come. Once again, I would like to congratulate 
the University of Guam for seventy years of 
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