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HONORING THE LIFE OF DR.
ELNARDO WEBSTER

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Elnardo Webster after his
passing on March 22, 2022. Elnardo was a
beloved School Superintendent, devoted hus-
band and father, and a proud member of the
West Orange community.

Dr. Webster was born on March 6, 1948, in
Jersey City, NJ. He earned a B.S. and M.A.
from Saint Peter’'s University and, in 2000, he
received a Doctorate in Educational Leader-
ship from Seton Hall University. While a stu-
dent, he played a pivotal role on the renowned
1967-68 “Run Baby Run” men’s basketball
team. Dr. Webster went on to play profes-
sional basketball for seven years with the New
York Nets, Memphis Pros, Italy, Spain, Swit-
zerland, and Eastern League for the New York
Knicks, In 2018, Dr. Webster was named to a
list of the top 25 men’s college basketball
players in New Jersey’s history.

Following a distinguished career in edu-
cation, Dr. Webster retired as superintendent
for Roselle Public Schools and became a con-
sultant for the Commissioner of the New Jer-
sey Department of Education as a Highly
Skilled Professional. Of late, Dr. Webster
served as director for Saint Peter's Center for
After School and Expanded Learning
(C.A.S.E.L). He was a former council member
of the West Orange Township Council and a
former commissioner of the Hudson County
Freeholders.

Dr. Webster also served as a member of
the Board of Trustees at Saint Peter's Univer-
sity, a member of the Trustee Board of the
Ethics Committee New Jersey Supreme Court
District VI, a member of the Board of Trustees
of the Urban League of Hudson County, a
member of the King Solomon Masonic Lodge
No. 19, and a member of the National Sorority
of Phi Delta Kappa Alpha Chapter Anthropos.
He will be greatly missed by his wife Sandra
Webster, his two sons Elnardo and Damarko
Webster, and his entire extended family.

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in celebrating the life of
Dr. Elnardo Webster.

SAFEGUARDING TOMORROW
THROUGH ONGOING RISK MITI-
GATION TECHNICAL CORREC-
TIONS ACT

SPEECH OF
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 30, 2022

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise
in strong support of H.R. 5673, the Safe-
guarding Tomorrow through Ongoing Risk
Mitigation Technical Corrections Act.

This bill revises provisions related to the
hazard mitigation revolving loan fund program,
by requiring capitalization grant recipients to
supplement these two most recently published
editions of relevant building codes, specifica-
tions, and standards.
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The Safeguarding Tomorrow through Ongo-
ing Risk Mitigation Act authorizes the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to
enter into agreements with any state or Indian
tribal government to make grants for the es-
tablishment of hazard mitigation revolving loan
funds.

The funding would enable local govern-
ments that carry out projects to reduce dis-
aster risks for homeowners, businesses, non-
profit organizations, and communities to de-
crease the loss of life and property, the cost
of insurance claims, and federal disaster pay-
ments.

The Infrastructure Act of 2021 provides
$500 million to the STORM Act, or $100 mil-
lion per year for five years.

This new FEMA grant program finances
water, wastewater, infrastructure, disaster re-
covery, community, and small business devel-
opment projects.

This revolving loan fund can be utilized for
projects intended to protect against wildfires,
earthquakes, flooding, storm surges, chemical
spills, seepage resulting from chemical spills
and floods, and any other event deemed cata-
strophic by FEMA.

This legislation makes a huge impact on the
nation’s efforts to prevent and recover from
natural disasters.

My community, the 18th Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas will benefit greatly from this bill.

Houston’s Hurricane Harvey wreaked $125
billion in damage to the Houston area.

Houston’s Third and Fifth Wards and in sur-
rounding communities of Baytown and Gulfton,
took the brunt of flooding damage due to Hur-
ricane Harvey in 2017.

In February 2021, many of these same
neighborhoods endured a much higher rate of
power outages from Winter Storm Uri.

These low-interest loans will allow for cities
and states to repay the loan, with savings
from mitigation projects.

It also gives states the flexibility to prepare
for oncoming disasters without paying high-in-
terest rates.

They can invest in their communities—cut-
ting red tape and they will no longer have to
wait on the federal government.

For my district, and others living on the
coast, it is not a matter of “if” a hurricane will
strike our coast, it's a matter of “when” it will
strike.

| ask my colleagues to join me in voting for
H.R. 5673 because hazards are going to hap-
pen and we must do everything we can to pro-
tect our people.

We need the Safeguarding Tomorrow
through Ongoing Risk Mitigation Act.

NEYRELY MUNOZ
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Neyrely
Munoz for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award.

Neyrely Munoz is a Freshman at Hofstra
University and received this award because
their determination and hard work have al-
lowed them to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Neyrely
Munoz is exemplary of the type of achieve-
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ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Neyrely Munoz for winning the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. |
have no doubt they will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of their future ac-
complishments.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF ALICE
BEATTY

HON. J. FRENCH HILL

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the life of World War Il veteran Alice
Beatty and to honor her service in the Wom-
en’s Auxiliary Army Corp.

Alice Beatty was born in Conway, Arkansas
on August 23, 1921. At the age of 21, Alice
joined the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps and
landed on the beach at Normandy just weeks
after D-Day.

Alice Beatty was awarded the European-Af-
rican-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with
one bronze star, the World War Il Victory
Medal, three overseas service bars, and the
Women’s Army Corps Service Medal in rec-
ognition of her service during World War II.

Alice was also the first woman in the state
of Arkansas to receive the French Legion of
Honor Medal.

Alice was a pioneer of her time, and | am
proud to highlight her service to our Nation
and honor her memory during Women’s His-
tory Month.

REMEMBERING BRENDA HARRIS
HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Brenda Harris and
her legacy as an educator and a civil rights
champion. Patti and | are deeply saddened by
Brenda’s passing, and our hearts are with her
family during this difficult time.

In 1951, Harris was born in Montgomery,
Alabama as the daughter of civil rights activ-
ists. After graduating high school, Harris
moved to California to study communications
and sociology at the University of San Fran-
cisco (USF). In 1972, Harris began to immerse
herself in the world of education through tutor-
ing at Benjamin Franklin Middle School and
counseling through Junior League. She went
on to receive a master’'s degree in administra-
tion and her elementary and secondary school
teaching credentials. In 1990, Harris’ efforts
culminated in her appointment to the position
of Education Program Consultant by Dr. Shir-
ley Thornton, Deputy Superintendent of Spe-
cialized Programs at the California Department
of Education.

As the daughter for civil rights activists, Har-
ris was keenly aware of the disadvantages
that underprivileged communities faced. While
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continuing her successful work as an educa-
tor, she took up her parents’ cause and be-
came an impactful advocate for improving
education in minority and economically dis-
advantaged neighborhoods. This led her to
become a member of USF’s Board of Trust-
ees, where she was committed to supporting
USF’s mission of social justice.

In 2018, she was awarded the Engage San
Francisco Community Partner Award for West-
ern Addition Changemakers. Harris’ life work
undoubtedly had an indelible positive impact
on countless students in California and in-
spired those around her. She will be deeply
missed, and Patti and | send our condolences
to the Harris family.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE POLISH AND
SLAVIC CENTER

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 31, 2022

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Madam Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to the
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Polish and Slavic Center (PSC) on the occa-
sion of its 50th anniversary. For five decades,
PSC has promoted the culture and heritage of
Poland, whilst providing a broad range of serv-
ices and opportunities to the Polish American
community.

Working alongside Polish immigrants who
had just arrived in New York City, Reverend
Longin Tolcyzk established PSC in 1972. In
the 50 years since, PSC has expanded rap-
idly, becoming an important cultural institution
for the Polish-American community in the tri-
state area and has over 40,000 members.

Over the course of this period, PSC has
continuously expanded the services it provides
to the local community. For over 48 years, the
Extended Social Services Program has pro-
vided information and assistance for elderly
Polish and Slavic-Americans, in matters as
varied as social security, healthcare, and
housing. PSC further assists seniors by pro-
viding daily low-cost meals at the Krakus Sen-
ior Center and John Paul Il Friendship Center.

Since 1994, PSC has expanded its reach by
providing immigration and legal support.
Through its bilingual services, PSC works to
provide free legal aid to all members of the
community. Beyond these services, PSC of-
fers ESL classes each year to over 100 re-
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cently arrived immigrants, and a scholarship
program for Polish and Slavic-American youth
seeking higher education degrees.

PSC works to provide enriching cultural ex-
periences for all, partnering with both estab-
lished and emerging Polish and Slavic-Amer-
ican performers to host exhibitions, concerts,
and other cultural events. PSC seeks to in-
spire creativity and confidence in the younger
generation through programming for aspiring
young artists.

As PSC enters its sixth decade, it plans to
continue expanding its services. A 3—K for All
Preschool Program will serve the growing pop-
ulation of young Greenpoint families. PSC also
plans to open a new cafeteria at its 177 Kent
Street location. To enhance its cultural pro-
gramming, PSC intends to renovate its old
church premises into a modern venue for
holding concerts, conferences, and community
gatherings.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in celebrating the ongoing work of
PSC for the Polish and Slavic-American com-
munity. For 50 years, it has made a significant
contribution in making New York the vibrant
city of immigrants and diverse cultures that ex-
emplifies the promise of the United States and
the American Dream.
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