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IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
AREA HEALTH EDUCATION CEN-
TER (AHEC) WEEK 2022

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to acknowledge the contributions of
the nation’s Area Health Education Centers
(AHECs) and applaud the vitally important
health care workforce programs they conduct
to improve access to care for medically under-
served individuals, particularly in the Tampa
Bay area.

AHECSs, established by Congress in 1971 as
one of the Title VII Health Professions Train-
ing programs, are the workforce development,
training and education machine for the na-
tion’s health care safety net programs. Over
the past 5 years, the AHEC program has
trained 2 million health care professionals who
are prepared to deliver culturally appropriate,
high-quality, team-based care, with an empha-
sis on primary care for rural and underserved
populations.

The nation’s 300 AHECs are in nearly every
state and in multiple U.S. territories, offering
hands-on and innovative health career curricu-
lums for pre-college level students. They are
committed to continuing education, clinical
training of health professionals, and respond-
ing to community health needs. This is accom-
plished by forming academic and community
partnerships that link the resources of aca-
demic health centers with the needs of the
communities.

AHEC clinical training placements put health
professions students in a variety of real-world
settings, such as migrant, urban, and rural
community health clinics and health depart-
ments that provide care to rural and under-
served communities. Connecting students to
their communities helps facilitate future en-
gagement, encouraging health career students
to remain in their clinical practice regions fol-
lowing their training. As the nation’s population
becomes more diverse, it is important that the
health care workforce follows suit.

| have long supported the work of AHECs
and particularly that of the University of South
Florida AHEC program. Established in 1993,
USF AHEC and its centers provide youth from
diverse backgrounds with programs to inspire
and support their interest in health careers
through programs such as the Brain Expan-
sion Scholastic Training (BEST), Recruitment
and Education Assistance for Careers in
Health (REACH), and AHEC Scholars. Stu-
dents interested in medicine, nursing, den-
tistry, public health, pharmacy, and other dis-
ciplines are exposed to local free clinics in the
Tampa Bay area—clinical training opportuni-
ties that illustrate the real-world impacts that
poverty, racism, and inadequate access to
health care have on the lives of their patients
and families.

As part of a statewide system of 15 feder-
ally and state supported AHEC program of-
fices and centers serving all of Florida’s 67
counties, USF AHEC and its partners across
the state have leveraged their statewide infra-
structure to create numerous programs to ben-
efit the residents of Florida. Since 2008, Flor-
ida’s AHEC network has conducted a $10 mil-
lion annual comprehensive tobacco education
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program and group cessation counseling initia-
tive; worked with the state’s Opioid Response
Program to provide over $1 million in edu-
cation and training on opioids for health care
providers, students, and community health
workers; and partnered with the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention to deliver
HPV vaccine education and training programs.

Congress has tasked AHECs with an ex-
traordinarily important mission, and the need
to strengthen the health care workforce in our
country continues to grow. According to a new
report by the Association of American Medical
Colleges, the U.S. could see a shortage of up
to 124,000 physicians by 2034, and the Amer-
ican Hospital Association says more than
200,000 new registered nurses are needed
each year to meet increasing health care
needs and to replace nurses entering retire-
ment. AHECs continue to be committed to ad-
dressing shortage areas and expanding the
health care workforce, while maximizing diver-
sity and facilitating distribution, especially in
rural and underserved communities.

On behalf of my constituents at the USF
Area Health Education Center and the AHEC
program more broadly, | call on my colleagues
to join me in recognizing March 28th to April
1st, 2022 as National AHEC (Area Health
Education Centers) Week.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF MAJOR
GENERAL GARY WAYNE JOHN-
STON

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life and service of
Major General Gary Wayne Johnston who
passed away on January 20, 2022. My deep-
est condolences are with his family, friends,
and loved ones during this time of mourning.

Gary Johnston was born on October 21,
1964 in Russellville, Arkansas. He served in
the U.S. Army for over 34 years. He served
overseas in Germany, the first Gulf War and
Afghanistan and commanded the U.S. Army
Intelligence and Security Command at Fort
Belvoir, Virginia. Additionally, he was a direc-
tor of intelligence of the United States Special
Operations Command and the deputy chief of
staff for intelligence for Resolute Support Mis-
sion. After retiring from the Army in 2021,
Gory joined Touchstone Futures as the execu-
tive Vice President for Intelligence, Security,
and Risk. He served on the advisory board for
Leyden Solutions.

Left to cherish his memory are his beloved
wife, Brigadier General Amy Johnston; his
mother, Bonnie; children, Lauren, Blake, and
Parker.

The Johnston family and all those who had
the opportunity to know and serve with him
are in my thoughts and prayers.
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BARNEGAT, NEW JERSEY
VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to express my gratitude for the
service of our Vietham veterans and the patri-
otism shown by the community of Barnegat,
New Jersey as they honor Vietham War Vet-
erans Day. Today families gather to com-
memorate the 49th anniversary of final U.S.
combat troops departing South Vietnam.

| had the opportunity to attend the second
annual event in 2019 and have seen firsthand
how much this day means not only to the vet-
erans and their families, but to the visitors who
travel from all over New Jersey to attend. Bar-
negat is the only town in the entire country to
have a Vietham veterans’ monument fully
funded by an individual Viethamese refugee.
Barnegat is setting an example on how we
can honor the sacrifices Vietnam veterans
made for our country and | sincerely hope this
inspires others to reimagine how we remem-
ber our Vietnam veterans and all of our vet-
erans.

New Jersey’s 3rd Congressional District is
home to one of the largest concentrations of
veterans in the country, a place where more
than sixty thousand veterans call Burlington
and Ocean Counties home. With such a large
population, we see brave servicemembers
who have kept us safe every single day. To
honor such a sacrifice, | know putting together
a meaningful ceremony dedicated to the hun-
dreds of Vietham veterans here today is no
small feat. Truly, it is people’s passion and or-
ganizing that provides hope that military serv-
ice will never be forgotten. Thy Cavagnaro
and her team have done an exceptional job
putting this together.

Our appreciation for our veterans should not
solely be in ceremonies alone. The simple
promise we make is that if someone steps up
to protect us, our families, and our nation’s se-
curity, we will have their backs for the rest of
their lives. This promise is one that we as a
nation have not always kept, and | am trying
to fix that so our veterans and their families
receive the benefits they have earned. Wheth-
er it is passing the Honoring our PACT Act to
ensure all veterans exposed to toxic chemicals
during their service have access to the care
and benefits they deserve, or making every-
day connections directly with veterans in the
community, it is on all of us to recognize and
celebrate our veterans every day.

For the thousands of Vietnam War veterans
and the hundreds being recognized today at
this ceremony, know we are eternally grateful
and free thanks to their service.

HONORING LOS ANGELES JAZZ
ICON BARBARA MORRISON

HON. KAREN BASS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Ms. BASS. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
celebrate the life and legacy of jazz and blues
artist Barbara Morrison, founder of the Cali-
fornia Jazz and Blues Museum in Leimert
Park.
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At age 10, Barbara recorded her first radio
performance, and moved to Los Angeles in
the early 1970s at the age of 21. During her
historic career she released numerous albums
and performed alongside legendary musicians
like Dizzy Gillespie, Ray Charles, Etta James,
Tony Bennett, Nancy Wilson, and Dr. John. A
three-time GRAMMY nominee, Barbara’s wide
vocal range and her soulful interpretations of
jazz and blues classics resonated deeply with
audiences across the globe.

Over her six-decade career, Barbara dedi-
cated her life to her music and her community.
In 2009, she founded the Barbara Morrison
Performing Arts Center in Leimert Park, a hub
of African American arts and culture in my dis-
trict. There she provided music lovers with the
opportunity to hear live jazz, blues, and soul
music from musicians around the world. Two
years later, she created the California Jazz &
Blues Museum in the same location.

Barbara also nurtured new talent and fos-
tered a love of music in young people, includ-
ing with nocost music and voice lessons for
children. The Center and the Museum offer
gathering places where lovers can come to-
gether, collaborate and learn.

Committed to teaching, Barbara’s work ex-
tended to academia. She served as an adjunct
associate professor of global jazz studies at
the Herb Alpert School of Music at the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles. As a UCLA
professor and as a music teacher in Leimert
Park, Barbara’s joy for music brought genera-
tions together. Barbara led with compassion
and grace, and used music to heal and uplift
her community. In celebration of April as Inter-
national Jazz Month, the Center plans to
honor Barbara Morrison’s music, spirit, and
significant contributions to the City’s artistic
history and its future. I'm proud to know that
her legacy will live on.

————

AUDYANNA VIALPANDO

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Audyanna
Vialpando for receiving the Adams County
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award.

Audyanna Vialpando is a student in Adams
County and received this award because their
determination and hard work have allowed
them to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Audyanna
Vialpando is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Audyanna Vialpando for winning the Adams
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth
Award. | have no doubt they will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of their
future accomplishments.
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HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OF BERNIE BLUESTEIN

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Madam Speaker,
today | wish to honor the distinguished service
of Bernie Bluestein, a resident of Schaumburg,
lllinois and of my district who is one of nine
veterans of the “Ghost Army,” an elite U.S.
military unit during World War Two, still alive
today.

During the war, the Ghost Army operated
covertly, deploying tactics such as inflatable
tanks, the use of sound effects, radio decep-
tion, and impersonation to gain an upper hand
on the enemy by concealing the strength and
location of American troops. In June 1945, the
unit returned home after having served with
four U.S. armies throughout England, France,
Luxembourg, Belgium, Holland, and Germany,

There is no doubt that the Ghost Army’s ef-
forts, while not officially declassified until 1996,
were critical to our military’s success in turning
the tide of the war in Europe. It is estimated
that the brave missions undertaken by the
Ghost Army saved around 30,000 American
lives during the war. Mr. Bernstein’s service as
a part of this unit was heroic, and lllinois’
Eighth Congressional District was incredibly
proud to see him awarded the Congressional
Gold Medal earlier this year.

Mr. Bluestein has, however, done much
more in his life in addition to his exemplary
service as a soldier. Since returning home, he
has become a lifelong learner, enrolling in
classes at Harper College for more than 30
years and finishing art school. This year, at 98
years old, he is fulfilling his life-long dream of
learning to sculpt by taking classes at Harper
College.

Madam Speaker, | want to recognize the
tremendous sacrifice and accomplishments of
this humble man from Schaumburg, lllinois.
Mr. Bluestein is a distinguished serviceman
and remarkable citizen. He represents the val-
ues of integrity, service, and character that
make our country a beacon to others around
the world.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF
RONALD CURTIS KNIGHT

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the life and service of
Ronald Curtis Knight who passed away on
Monday, February 21, 2022 at North Mis-
sissippi Medical Center in Tupelo. | join his
family, friends, and loved ones in mourning his
loss.

Curtis was born December 9, 1953 in
Amory to Hubert Caroll Knight and Emma Mill
er Langford. He briefly lived in Texas before
returning to Amory. He attended Amory High
School and joined the Army, where he served
for 6 years. He worked on a riverboat on the
Mississippi River for 15 years and was also
employed by True Temper Sports. In 1994, he
began his 28 year career in law enforcement.
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He began his career with the Aberdeen Police
Department then joined the Monroe County
Sheriffs department. He served as a jailer, pa-
trol, chief investigator, and retired as Chief
Deputy. He served as Sheriff of Monroe Coun-
ty from June to December 2021.

Outside of his law enforcement career, Cur-
tis was a Master mason in the J.A. Mayfield
Lodge and he played golf, fished, and
woodworked. He was a member of the First
Baptist Church in Amory.

Left to cherish his memory are wife, Tina;
son, Josh; daughters Nikki and Tiffany; along
with his brother, sister, and grandchildren.

| am grateful for Curtis’ lifetime of service to
the state of Mississippi. My deepest condo-
lences are with his family at this time.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH
ANNIVERSARY OF SUNNY KING

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the 100th Anniversary
of the Sunny King Automotive Group.

In 1922, E. D. King acquired the Ford Motor
Company franchise currently operated by King
Motor Co., Inc. As a Ford franchise continu-
ously operated by the same family in the
United States, it's the second oldest in the
State of Alabama and 18th oldest in the
United States.

Through a 1922 merger involving principals
E. D. King, J. F. King and J. C. Wheeler, as
well as Wheeler Motor Company and Oxford
Motor Company, King-Wheeler Motor Co. was
formed. An advertisement appearing in the
April 7, 1922, edition of The Anniston Star
stated King and Wheeler had been “in the
Ford business for a number of years” and
claimed the new combination assured “the
trade of the best and finest service available”.

King Wheeler Motor Co. was conveniently
located at 110 East 11th Street in downtown
Anniston and the business retailed both cars
and tractors. The company operated under the
core principle: “every transaction must be sat-
isfactory . . . to every customer.”

J. F. King left King Wheeler Motor Co. to
pursue and operate a Lincoln franchise while
E. D. King retained King Wheeler Motor Co.
The name of the company was later changed
to King Motor Company which was initially in-
corporated as King Motor Co., Inc. on Decem-
ber 15, 1947.

In the early 1950s the leadership of King
Motor Company transitioned from E. D. King,
Sr., the meticulous, organized businessman to
E. D. “Sunny” King, Jr., the flamboyant, ener-
getic promotor with the magnetic personality.
E. D. King, Sr. became President and major
shareholder in Anniston National Bank, that is
now Regions Bank.

Under the leadership of Sunny King, Jr.,
Sunny King Ford became a local household
name through advertising and promotion.
NASCAR stock car racing was a constant
through sponsorship of great drivers like Bill
Elliot, Donnie Allison and Ken Schrader.

In 1971, the expansion of Sunny King Ford
required relocation to a newly constructed fa-
cility located at 1507 South Quintard Avenue.
This expansion continued until 1989 with the
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