E254

other allies to cripple Russia’s economy in re-
sponse to Putin’s diabolical, premeditated as-
sault on Ukraine and its democracy.

Again, | thank Chair DELAURO for her mas-
terful leadership—and | urge a “yes” vote.

TROY CHAPMAN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Troy Chap-
man for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Troy Chapman is a student at Three Creeks
K-8 and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Troy Chap-
man is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Troy
Chapman for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassador for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

CONGRATULATING TONY HASS ON
RECEIVING THE TRAILBLAZER
AWARD

HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. BUCK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Tony Hass, owner of the Walking
Y Ranch, on being honored with the Denver
Business Journal's 2022 Who’s Who in Agri-
culture Trailblazer Award. After 36 years run-
ning a 200 cow-calf operation, Tony received
this prestigious honor in recognition of his
dedicated career to Colorado’s ranching and
agricultural community.

Tony graduated Lamar Community College
with an A.S. in animal science before begin-
ning his more than 5,000 acre ranching oper-
ation and local butcher beef business. This
true American company is notable for its out-
standing economic impact in southeast Colo-
rado.

Tony married his wife Connie and raised
two  wonderful  children—Matthew  and
Breann—all while continuing to work for the
Las Animas community. Today, he is the
proud grandfather of Liam.

In addition to his many decades operating
the Walking Y Ranch, Tony has proudly
served the Las Animas community for more
than three years as a County Commissioner
with the hope of being a strong voice for the
people of rural Colorado.

Through his work and service before self,
Tony has garnered not only a well-earned rep-
utation for ranching, but the respect of every-
one in our community.

On behalf of Colorado’s 4th District, | offer
my sincerest congratulations to Tony for his
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well-deserved award and thank him for his
outstanding role in our regions agriculture and
tireless commitment to making his community
a better place to live.

HONORING JEFFREY STRAND

HON. ILHAN OMAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Ms. OMAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 42+ year career of Hennepin Coun-
ty Civil Servant Jeffrey Strand.

Public service is a noble and tireless pursuit
aimed at improving the lives of your neighbors
and community. Jeff is a testament to that pur-
suit.

Jeff is retiring after 42+ years of dedicated
service to our shared constituents of Hennepin
County. His admirable public service will leave
a legacy of vast knowledge, leadership, and
kindness for the County’s employees and con-
stituents alike. We can only hope that our
local, county, state, and federal governments
fill their ranks with such dedicated servants
like Jeff.

Jeff should be proud of the service he has
provided to Hennepin County and | wish him
the very best for the next phase of his life.
Hennepin County is a better place because of
his efforts and | know his fellow Hennepin
County colleagues will cherish the memories
of serving with him.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing and thanking Jeffrey Strand
for his hard work on behalf of Hennepin Coun-
ty, and to wish him well for his well-deserved
retirement.

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF
FINDLAY BEING NAMED THE
TOP MICROPOLITAN COMMUNITY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Findlay, Ohio, for being named the Top
Micropolitan Community in the United States
for the eighth year in a row by Site Selection
Magazine. Findlay has routinely shown what a
strong community with a commitment to pros-
perity can do through implementation of their
renowned “Findlay Formula.” The city’s focus
on this formula continues to pay dividends and
serves as an example to communities across
the country.

In order to be considered a micropolitan
city, the area must have a population ranging
from 10,000 to 50,000. Cities that qualify were
evaluated on business growth and economic
sustainability. Findlay was able to secure this
award for the eighth year in a row because of
their focus on job creation, new construction,
and capital investment that met Site Selec-
tion’s criteria. In 2021, Findlay had an esti-
mated $160 million in capital investment and
twenty-four qualifying projects. This investment
has resulted in 1,600 net new employees
hired in the Findlay area.

Fostering a cooperative environment be-
tween businesses and local government has
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resulted in continued economic growth in Find-
lay. Over the past eight years, Findlay has
completed over 200 projects and produced
over 7,000 new jobs through an estimated
$1.65 billion in investment. This success
would not be possible without the partnership
and cooperation between the City of Findlay,
the Findlay-Hancock County Economic Devel-
opment office, the Hancock County Commis-
sioners, and the entire Findlay community.

Congratulations to Findlay, for another year
as the Nation’s top-ranked Micropolitan Com-
munity.

HUNTER KOZNEY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Hunter
Kozney for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Hunter Kozney is a student at Three Creeks
K-8 and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Hunter
Kozney is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Hun-
ter Kozney for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

RECOGNIZING ERNEST JONES

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize and honor Ernest
Jones of Waycross, Georgia for his victory
with the Los Angeles Rams in Super Bowl
LVI.

Ernest is no stranger to successful seasons,
his Senior year on the Ware County Gators
High School Football team, he recorded 112
tackles, six tackles for loss, two sacks, three
forced fumbles, and was named first-team
Class 5—AAAAA.

From Ware County, Ernest committed to
play football at the University of South Caro-
lina, where he quickly became a starter fol-
lowing his freshman year.

Ernest led the team in tackles following his
sophomore and junior seasons with ninety-
seven tackles his sophomore year and eighty-
six tackles his junior year, with five tackles for
loss.

The Los Angeles Rams selected Ernest with
the 103rd pick of the 2021 NFL Draft and be-
came the starter in week eight of their cham-
pionship run.

In the Super Bowl, Ernest was a force to be
reckoned with, amassing seven tackles, one
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sack, and a pass block in the Rams’ victory
over the Cincinnati Bengals.

Ernest is a prime example of hard work,
dedication, and has a contagious love for the
game of football.

His work ethic and drive are examples for
us all to follow, and we are blessed to have
him here in the First District of Georgia.

| Congratulate Ernest on being a world
champion.

———
INTRODUCTION  OF THE  UNI-
VERSAL PREKINDERGARTEN

AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDU-
CATION ACT OF 2022

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, | in-
troduce the Universal Prekindergarten and
Early Childhood Education Act of 2022, a
version of which | have introduced in seven
previous Congresses. My bill would establish
and expand prekindergarten programs in pub-
lic and public charter schools for three- and
four-year-old children. The prekindergarten
years are critical for children’s brain develop-
ment.

My bill seeks a breakthrough in public edu-
cation by providing funding for states to add
prekindergarten for children at three and four
years of age, like kindergarten programs for
five-year-old children now routinely available in
public schools. This bill would eliminate major
shortcomings of unevenly available day care
and, importantly, would take advantage of the
safe facilities required in public schools.

My bill provides federal funds to states,
which must be matched by at least 20 percent
of a state’s own funds, to establish or expand
universal, voluntary prekindergarten in public
and public charter schools, regardless of in-
come. The classes, which would be part of a
full-day program and run throughout the entire
school year, must be taught by teachers who
possess equivalent qualifications to those
teaching other grades in the school. The funds
would supplement, not supplant, other federal
funds for early childhood education. The
uniqgue moneysaving aspect of my bill is that
it uses the existing public-school infrastructure
and trained teachers to make early childhood
education available to all, saving billions of
dollars in implementation costs.

The success of Head Start and other pre-
kindergarten programs, combined with new
scientific evidence on the importance of brain
development in early childhood, virtually man-
dates the expansion of early childhood edu-
cation to all children. Early learning programs
mainly have been available only to the afflu-
ent, who can afford them, and to some low-in-
come families in programs such as Head
Start, which would be unaffected by my bill.
My bill provides a practical way to universal,
public preschool education for the majority of
families. The goal of the bill is to afford the
benefits of early childhood education to the
working poor, lower middle class and middle
class, most of whom have been left out of this
essential education for their children.

We cannot afford to allow the most fertile
years for childhood development to pass
unenriched. My bill responds to the great
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needs of parents who seek early childhood
education, as well as to today’s brain science,
which shows that a child’s brain development
begins much earlier than had been previously
understood.

Considering the staggering cost of day care,
the inaccessibility of early childhood education
and the opportunity that early education offers
to improve a child’'s chances of success,
schooling for three- and four-year-old children
is overdue. The absence of viable options for
families demands our immediate attention.

My bill reflects what jurisdictions throughout
the nation increasingly are trying to accom-
plish. The District of Columbia, for example,
has achieved an extensive integration of early
childhood education as part of a larger effort
to improve D.C. public schools.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

———————

HONORING THE CAREER OF DAVID
BAYNE

HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor a resident of Connecticut’s 4th Congres-
sional District and a friend, David Bayne.

David is an attorney and the President of
the Board of Directors of Connecticut CASA, a
great organization dedicated to fostering a
statewide network of Court Appointed Special
Advocates to serve the best interests of chil-
dren who have dealt with abuse or neglect,
and he’s been a committed public servant to
the town of Darien for nearly 20 years.

During his career, David has been a Select-
man, a member of the Representative Town
Meeting in Darien, a transportation specialist
for the Connecticut League of Women Voters,
and a member of the Weed Beach Building
Committee. He also spent 17 years on
Darien’s Democratic Town Committee and
served in various roles including Chairman.

David has always understood the impor-
tance of service and activism, and the capac-
ity of those seeking to get involved and posi-
tively impact the lives of Connecticut resi-
dents. It has been a pleasure to work with
David and | look forward to seeing the next
phase of David’s career of service to Darien,
and the State of Connecticut.

DEVIN THOMA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Devin Thoma
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Devin Thoma is a student at Three Creeks
K-8 and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Devin
Thoma is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
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levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Devin Thoma for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassador for Youth award. |
have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedica-
tion and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

———

MRS. TERESA VERA PEREZ
HON. VICENTE GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life of Mrs.
Teresa Vera Perez of Concepcion, Texas,
who dedicated her life to serving the people of
Duval County.

Mrs. Perez was born on November 25,
1933, to Saturnina Vera and Francisca Saenz
Vera. At the age of 18, she married Mr. Asildo
Lopez Perez with whom she shared a life for
57 years. During this time, they raised five
children together: Elena, Ester, Eloy, and
twins Eduardo and Ernesto.

Mrs. Perez first ran for Justice of the Peace,
Precinct 2 in 1977 and won, making hr the
first female Justice of the Peace in Duval
County history. She served a total of three
terms, becoming a lifelong member of the
Texas Justices of the Peace and Constables
Association and Chaplain for the South Texas
Association of Justices of the Peace and Con-
stables. In addition to her time serving as Jus-
tice of the Peace, Mrs. Perez also worked as
a Nurse’s Aide at the P&S Hospital, previously
located in Alice, Texas. Following her 12 years
as Justice of the Peace, she continued to
serve as an Honorable Judge by joining cou-
ples in matrimony.

Mrs. Perez was an active member of the
Duval County and the Concepcion commu-
nities throughout her lifetime. She proudly
served as a Eucharistic Minister and member
of the Immaculate Concepcion Catholic
Church Altar and Rosary Society as well as
the Guadalupana and the Fiesta Del Rancho
Committee. She was also crowned Queen of
the Elderly Nutrition program twice. fn 1993, at
the age of 60 years old, she obtained her
GED diploma in Alice, Texas. Mrs. Perez
passed away on January 23, 2014. Although
she is no longer with us, her memory remains
eternal.

Madam Speaker, | stand here today to ac-
knowledge the countless achievements and
charitable acts of Mrs. Teresa Vera Perez.
She devoted her life to the betterment of her
community and her legacy will be no doubt be
remembered by all who knew her. Her general
love for life, her family, the Lord, and commit-
ment to her neighbors is admirable. May she
rest in peace.

———

IN MEMORY OF ROBERT DANIEL
CUADRA

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2022

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the memory of Robert Daniel Cuadra.
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