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the atrocities committed in Sumgait and Baku. 
Even more disturbing, the Azeri Government 
lauded the perpetrators of this event and simi-
lar violent attacks. 

President Aliyev’s regime continues to use 
hateful rhetoric against Armenians to this day, 
including in the build up to Azerbaijan’s deadly 
attacks on Artsakh in the fall of 2020. Azeri 
forces, Turkish drones, and Turkish-backed 
foreign terrorists conducted a premeditated at-
tack that violated international law. The result-
ing indiscriminate bombing campaigns against 
large population centers killed thousands of 
Armenians and displaced tens of thousands 
more. It also included appalling war crimes 
against Armenians at the hands of Azerbaijani 
forces and foreign mercenaries that included 
beheadings, torture, and other abhorrent acts 
of violence. 

I continue to stand with the Armenian peo-
ple in condemning the horrific pogroms and in 
mourning the loss of those who were sense-
lessly killed in Artsakh and subsequent Azeri 
attacks on Armenian soil. It is critical for the 
United States to recognize and denounce vio-
lent assaults against all civilians. If we do not 
condemn or punish crimes against humanity 
and ethnic violence, we become passive by-
standers, failing to live up to the lessons of the 
20th century and our pledge to uphold human 
rights and democratic values all over the 
world. If we do not take a firm stand against 
those who commit atrocities, it will embolden 
them and encourage others to commit heinous 
acts in the future. These lessons are espe-
cially important as we prepare to commemo-
rate the 107th Anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide in April. 

I will continue to work with my colleagues 
on the Congressional Armenian Issues Cau-
cus to honor the victims of the Baku and 
Sumgait pogroms and the victims of Azer-
baijani aggressions in Artsakh, I will also con-
tinue to condemn all acts of violence against 
people who are targeted simply because of 
who they are. I hope my colleagues will join 
me in rejecting violent rhetoric, intimidation 
and outright violations of human rights. In 
doing so, we renew our commitment to 
achieving a lasting peace in the Caucasus. 
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30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
KHOJALY MASSACRE 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 25, 2022 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, this week 
marks the 30th anniversary of the massacre of 
hundreds of people in the town of Khojaly, 
Azerbaijan. Khojaly, which is in the Nagorno- 
Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, was once 
home to 7,000 people. On February 26, 1992, 
in the largest killing of ethnic Azerbaijani civil-
ians during the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict, 
Armenian armed forces massacred over 600 
unarmed people—including 106 women, 63 
children and 70 elderly people—and left less 
than 2,000 survivors. Hundreds more became 
disabled due to their injuries. More than 100 
children lost a parent and 25 children lost both 
parents, and at least 8 families were entirely 
killed. 

Although a cease-fire was negotiated in 
1994, it is my hope that Armenia and Azer-

baijan can come together and find peace. The 
conflict remains unresolved, and we saw an 
unfortunate escalation of conflict in 2020 in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region. Long-term peace, 
security, and regional cooperation are in the 
best interests of the entire region of the South 
Caucasus and the world. 

Azerbaijan has been a strong partner of the 
United States and its allies. This cooperation 
has included: playing a leadership role in non- 
proliferation issues; providing troops to serve 
shoulder-to-shoulder with U.S. forces in 
Kosovo, Iraq, and Afghanistan; allowing transit 
of non-lethal equipment used by coalition 
forces through Azerbaijan to Afghanistan; con-
struction of the Southern Gas Corridor from 
the Caspian Sea to Italy, thereby providing 
Europe with an alternative to Russian energy 
sources; and supplying 40 percent of Israel’s 
oil. Azerbaijan also has a thriving Jewish com-
munity and has outstanding relations with 
Israel. 

As Azerbaijanis throughout the world com-
memorate the massacre and continue to 
grieve the loss of loved ones, I hope they can 
find peace amidst this tragedy. 
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HONORING GEORGE JEWETT 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 25, 2022 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor George Jewett, a legend of the grid-
iron, a physician, and an entrepreneur who 
blazed a trail through the history of both foot-
ball and race relations, breaking barriers and 
records at every turn, including a forward pass 
through Howell, Michigan. 

Intelligent, driven, and athletically blessed, 
George was a classic all-American, and he 
was also an African-American at a time when 
Jim Crow was tightening its grip on the coun-
try. 

Valedictorian of the class of 1889 at Ann 
Arbor High School, Jewett captained the foot-
ball and baseball teams—as well as the de-
bate club. He was the fastest sprinter in the 
Midwest, and was fluent in German, Italian, 
and French. He went on to attend the Univer-
sity of Michigan, becoming the first African 
American in the school’s history to letter in 
football, and ultimately one of its greatest 
stars. 

Though he excelled on the field and in the 
classroom, Jewett endured racial taunts and 
physical abuse on and off the field. A news-
paper during Jewett’s time aptly described him 
as ‘‘a brilliant player who stands punishment 
with indifference.’’ 

Jewett transferred to Northwestern Univer-
sity in 1893 where he suited up for the Wild-
cats, becoming the first Black player for that 
school’s football team as well. Upon grad-
uating from medical school in 1895, he re-
turned to Michigan where Howell Public 
Schools Superintendent Robert Briggs hired 
the doctor as coach of the first official Howell 
High School football team. 

Now, high school sports had different rules 
and norms in the late 1800s, with teams com-
posed of both student athletes and local resi-
dents who would join them. And that is how 
Dr. George Jewett became not just the first 
Black coach of a Michigan high school football 
team, but also a teammate. 

To fundraise for the new team, Mr. Jewett 
hosted a gala at the Howell Opera House, a 
lavish event featuring food, music, and dem-
onstrations of football plays. 

By all accounts it was a smashing success, 
and if it hadn’t been for that event, we might 
never have known about the remarkable role 
George Jewett played in Howell’s history. 

A program from his fundraiser was recently 
found under the floorboards of the Howell 
Opera House during its renovation, connecting 
this trailblazing legend to the community, and 
forever cementing his role in Howell history. 

Last fall, the George Jewett Trophy—the 
first rivalry trophy in major college football 
named for an African American player— 
debuted in Ann Arbor when the University of 
Michigan played Northwestern University. And 
from now on, the George Jewett Trophy will 
be played for, each and every time the two 
programs meet on the field. 

I’m so proud to see George Jewett’s cul-
tural, academic, and athletic accomplishments 
solidified, immortalized and set in stone. 

It is my honor to record his name and his 
story so that all who read it may catch inspira-
tion from his groundbreaking achievements— 
So that we too may tackle our current chal-
lenges with the same dedication and persever-
ance he brought to every aspect of his life— 
And so that each of us may lace up our 
shoes, march onto the field, and pass on his 
legacy of triumph over adversity, and indiffer-
ence to punishment. 
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REMEMBERING DEAN ‘DINO’ 
CORTOPASSI 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 25, 2022 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Dean ‘‘Dino’’ 
Cortopassi and his legacy as a loving family 
man, career farmer, and champion of commu-
nities in the Delta area. Patti and I are deeply 
saddened by Dino’s passing, and our hearts 
are with Joan and their family during this dif-
ficult time. 

Dino was born and raised in Stockton, Cali-
fornia, as the son of immigrant farmers. After 
graduating high school Dino proceeded to 
study farming at the prestigious agricultural 
school at the University of California, Davis. In 
1958, Dino took on his first job as a grain 
buyer through which he immersed himself in 
the world of managing goods, markets, and 
the art of running a successful agribusiness. In 
the same year, he married his high school 
sweetheart Joan DeCarli and they both went 
on to raise four remarkable children, Gino, 
Katie, Becky, and David. 

While Dino continued to build on his suc-
cess as a dynamic and innovative farmer and 
businessman, he also fell in love with the 
Delta. An avid fisherman and hunter, Dino be-
came a powerful advocate and protector of the 
Delta’s waterfowl and their habitats. His efforts 
were crucial to preventing the proposed Delta 
tunnels project from devastating the region’s 
ecosystems. Dino founded the Wetlands Pres-
ervation Foundation, which continues to help 
conserve the Delta’s naturaI habitats. 

In 2005 he was named the Stocktonian of 
the Year. Dino’s Life’s work undoubtedly had 
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an indelibly positive impact on the Delta com-
munity and inspired those around him. He was 
a dear friend for whom I have the deepest re-
spect and admiration. He will be deeply 
missed as Patti and I send our condolences to 
Joan and the Cortopassi family. 

f 

HONORING DEPUTY COUNTY MAN-
AGER JONATHAN MARSHALL 
FOR 34 YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
CABARRUS COUNTY 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 25, 2022 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Jonathan Marshall for 34 years of 
service to Cabarrus County, including a dec-
ade of service as Deputy County Manager. I 
have seen his extraordinary leadership first-
hand and how much he means to our commu-
nity. 

Mr. Marshall began his career with Cabarrus 
County in 1988 as a land-use planner and re-
tires after more than three decades of service. 
Exemplary in his innate understanding of the 
relationship between people and land, he held 
the positions of Senior Planner, Planning 
Services Director, and Commerce Director be-
fore being named Deputy County Manager in 
December 2011. 

Over the course of his career, Mr. Marshall 
has exhibited exceptional commitment and 
dedication to improving our community. He 
has led Cabarrus County through a time of un-
precedented growth and his work will be felt 
for generations to come. Mr. Marshall’s early 
efforts on the western area plan, for example, 
helped to sustain economic growth resulting 
from land development around Charlotte Motor 
Speedway and Concord Mills. He has also 
fostered a unique culture of collaboration be-
tween community stakeholders, and relation-
ships between the County and municipalities 
have flourished under his extraordinary leader-
ship. 

I would like to extend my most heartfelt ap-
preciation to Mr. Marshall for his years of ex-
emplary service to Cabarrus County. I know I 
speak for our entire community in wishing he 
and his wife Debbie continued success and 
happiness as they move on to their next great 
adventure. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
honoring Jonathan Marshall upon his retire-
ment as Deputy County Manager of Cabarrus 
County. 

f 

HONORING REV. DR. MELVIN T. 
JONES 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 25, 2022 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Reverend Doctor Melvin T. Jones as 
the dedicated Senior Pastor of the Union Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Lansing, Michigan. 
He has stood at the forefront of fighting for 
justice since he was a child, and continues to 
do so throughout the Greater Lansing commu-
nity today. He is a living testimony of using 
one’s life to serve others. 

At 78 years old, Pastor Jones is a model 
and inspiration for generations of citizens and 
faith leaders in our community. He has served 
at Union Missionary Baptist Church for 37 
years, and is often referred to as ‘‘The Patri-
arch,’’ because nothing happens in the Lan-
sing community without seeking his wisdom, 
guidance, and support. 

Every community has a guiding light, that 
someone who serves as the force to bring oth-
ers together to drive change, and in the Lan-
sing faith community, that someone is Pastor 
Melvin T. Jones. More than a decade ago, he 
became founder and Chairman of GLADE, 
currently known as ACTION of Greater Lan-
sing, an interdenominational justice ministry of 
churches. Pastor Jones has served as Presi-
dent of The Greater Lansing Clergy Forum, 
Co-President of ACTION of Greater Lansing, 
and most recently helped shape the Assembly 
of Lansing Pastors to address gun violence. 

He has received numerous awards and hon-
ors, both civic and national including an Hon-
orary Doctor of Divinity degree from Dallas 
Baptist Christian College, and he is currently 
completing a Doctor of Ministry degree pro-
gram at Ashland Theological Seminary. 

Pastor Jones has accomplished all of this 
while still devoting himself to his family: his 
wife Sallie of more than 50 years, and their 
five grown children. 

As Pastor Jones prepares for retirement, he 
will be remembered for his faithful leadership 
that positively changed the direction of the city 
and impacted individuals and families for the 
better. He will be known for the inspiration and 
love he brought to Lansing, but also for the 
many pastoral leaders he mentored over many 
decades. 

I have no doubt that even after retirement 
he will continue to be a voice for Lansing, and 
a strong supporter for those in need. While we 
will miss his voice in the house of worship, it 
is my great honor to record his many good 
works in so that they may live forever. 

f 

CELEBRATING WHITE OAK 
LIBRARY’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 25, 2022 

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate The White Oak Library on 100 
years of service to the community. 

In 1922, the Lockport Woman’s Club began 
a volunteer library and led a seven-year fight 
to solidify the library as a mainstay in the com-
munity. The library has persevered, putting the 
needs of the people first, changing locations 
and selling land to mirror the ever changing 
community landscape. A couple of location 
and name changes later, the Lockport Wom-
en’s Club’s vision has surpassed their initial 
dreams, with not one, but three libraries serv-
ing the greater Crest Hill, Lockport, and 
Romeoville communities. 

The White Oak Library’s mission is to be a 
community anchor while balancing innovation 
and tradition. The library leaders and staff 
have tirelessly met this mission with offerings 
ranging from Citizenship Prep and English- 
Second Language classes, STEM Fest, 
Grandparents Day, and various children, teen 
and adult programming. The thoughtful and 

far-reaching goals of the White Oak Library 
are met every day. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to represent 
the communities White Oak Library serves. 
and I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing this milestone with best wishes for 
many more to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. NORIS 
PRICE 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 25, 2022 

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Baldwin County 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Noris Price for 
being named the Georgia 2022 Super-
intendent of the Year. 

Dr. Price has more than 35 years of experi-
ence in public education. She has served as 
an Associate Superintendent for Clarke Coun-
ty Schools, a Principle in Fairfax, Virginia, and 
as an elementary school teacher in New York 
City. 

Dr. Price was selected by the Georgia 
School Superintendents Association for her 
leadership ability, communication skills, and 
unwavering dedication to education. 

During her tenure in Baldwin County, Dr. 
Price made tremendous strides to increase the 
high school graduation rate from 66 percent to 
90 percent. She is also responsible for secur-
ing more than $ eight million in grants for 
Baldwin County Schools. 

This year brings additional recognition for 
Dr. Price’s success and dedication as she was 
named a top four finalist for the 2022 U.S. Na-
tional Superintendent of the Year award. 
These educators represent the bold and inno-
vative work that is needed to ensure student 
success in communities across the country. 

I am proud of Dr. Price’s dedication to the 
future generation of Georgia’s 10th Congres-
sional District, and I wish her continued suc-
cess. 

f 

HONORING THELMA LETT 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 25, 2022 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to share the story of a courageous Black 
woman from Brighton who would not sit down 
when faced with racism, hatred, and bigotry. 

Thelma Lett did not grow up in Livingston 
County, but moved there from Detroit in 1976 
with her husband. She was an avid church-
goer and involved in many community organi-
zations, as she and her husband raised their 
two children, Paul and Keith. 

But it was her involvement with the Living-
ston Diversity Council, then known as Living-
ston 2001, that drew headlines and propelled 
this quiet woman into the local spotlight. 

Eager to champion the cause of diversity in 
the mostly white county, she joined the organi-
zation in 1988, its founding year—the same 
year a cross was burned on the property of a 
Black family in the county. She’s credited with 
helping to grow the group and support for the 
cause with her dynamic, can-do style. 
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