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Mr. Sawyer was born in Santa Rosa, Cali-
fornia. He graduated from Montgomery High
School in Santa Rosa in 1973. He took over
management of his family’s business at age
21—Sawyer’'s News, a very popular downtown
Santa Rosa news and magazine stand started
by his great grandfather in 1936. Several
years later he joined the Santa Rosa Down-
town Development Association beginning his
successful career of community and public
service.

In 2004, Mr. Sawyer was elected to the
Santa Rosa City Council for his first term. He
served from 2004 to 2012 and then another
two terms from 2014 to 2022. In 2008, Mr.
Sawyer was appointed mayor and served as
the city’s first openly gay mayor. He was ap-
pointed mayor again in 2014. Mr. Sawyer
worked tirelessly to secure the reunification of
Old Courthouse Square. Santa Rosa’s down-
town square had been bisected since 1966.
Old Courthouse Square is now a popular hub
for markets, performances, shows, and other
community events. In addition, Mr, Sawyer led
an effort to annex Roseland, a 700-acre island
of unincorporated land, into the City of Santa
Rosa. For decades, the Roseland community,
a vibrant neighborhood with many Latino resi-
dents but with one of the lowest income levels
in Sonoma County, had languished with lim-
ited access to vital services and poor infra-
structure. Mr. Sawyer helped resolve this crisis
of equity with a historic financial agreement
that brought critical services to the 7,400 new
residents of Santa Rosa.

Madam Speaker, | thank Mr. Sawyer for his
selfless service and commitment to the people
of Santa Rosa. His efforts have made Santa
Rosa a more dynamic, diverse, and pros-
perous city. Therefore, it is fitting and proper
that we honor him here today.

——
CONGRATULATING MR. DAVID
TADLOCK ON HIS INDUCTION

INTO THE MISSISSIPPI CATTLE-
MEN’S ASSOCIATION HALL OF
FAME

HON. MICHAEL GUEST

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2022

Mr. GUEST. Madam Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to rise today to recognize David Tadlock.

As the owner and operator of Tadlock
Stockyards for nearly 50 years, Mr. Tadlock
has played a crucial role in the success of the
cattle industry in Mississippi. David’s commit-
ment to the industry is clear, not only in the
time and energy he has dedicated to his busi-
ness, but also in the fact that he comes from
a long line of cattlemen.

Mr. Tadlock’s family has owned and oper-
ated Tadlock Stockyards for nearly a century,
passing the business down from one genera-
tion to the next. David’'s dedication to his fam-
ily’s legacy is evident in his determination to
take over the business at such a young age,
and in his plans to involve his granddaughter
in the family business.

| want to extend my sincere congratulations
to Mr. Tadlock on his induction into the Mis-
sissippi Cattlemen’s Association Hall of Fame.
This is a well-deserved honor. The Mississippi
Cattlemen’s Association is blessed to have
members like David Tadlock, who have made
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such a significant impact on the industry as
well as my home state of Mississippi. | am
pleased to highlight this prestigious honor and
recognize a lifetime of contributions and
impactful service.

It is my honor to recognize Mr. David
Tadlock for his many accomplishments and
his dedication to Mississippi and the United
States. | ask my colleagues in the House to
join me in honoring David Tadlock.

HONORING DWIGHT BULLARD
HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2022

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today as a descendant of Bahamians, to
recognize Senator Dwight Bullard for his con-
tribution to the City of Miami’s designation of
the Little Bahamas of Coconut Grove on July
19, 2020.

Since the 19th century, Bahamians played
an integral role in the founding of the City of
Miami, representing one-third of the registered
signatories on the July 28, 1896, date of the
city’s incorporation.

Much like Miami’s original Bahamian sig-
natories, Senator Dwight Bullard’s commitment
to preserving the rich Bahamian culture and
history of Miami has helped to ensure the des-
ignation of the Little Bahamas of Coconut
Grove.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
Dwight Bullard for his contributions to the
community and his role in the historic designa-
tion of the Little Bahamas of Coconut Grove.

————

RECOGNIZING THE DEPARTURE OF
THE HONORABLE REGINA WAL-
LACE-JONES FROM THE CITY
COUNCIL OF EAST PALO ALTO

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2022

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize my friend and colleague Regina Wal-
lace-Jones as she steps away from the City
Council of East Palo Alto. Her service will in-
fluence the course of the city for decades to
come.

Regina was raised in West Covina in a fam-
ily with multiple requirements: Obtain an excel-
lent education, clean the house on Saturday,
go to church on Sunday, and give service to
the community. She noted on her campaign
blog that Family Pizza Fridays were a must. In
her 200-word candidate statement she men-
tioned that she is the daughter of union labor-
ers and that she understood the struggle for
livable wages and affordable housing. Upon
reviewing the statement, her father asked if
she would substitute Communications Workers
of America for union laborers. She acknowl-
edged that his change would be better, but
then she would be two words over the limit.
The proud union member relented.

Regina received her bachelor’s in Electrical
Engineering from Stanford University and her
Master of Science in Public Policy from the
University of California, Los Angeles. She spe-
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cialized in telecommunications and technology
policy.

She and her husband, Sheffond Jones,
moved into their home in East Palo Alto in
April of 2002, part of a new development
known as Shorebrezze Runnymede. It's a
small cluster of homes where neighbors fix
their broken fences together, deal with infesta-
tions of field mice, help out with childcare, and
stay friendly over time.

In fact, friendliness is a word that describes
East Palo Alto. Its people work hard across its
2.2 square miles, and often help out each
other when times are difficult. It's a community
where the median household income is
$96,000, about 70 percent of the countywide
median. It also sits side-by-side with Meta,
and gentrification of the community is a signifi-
cant concern.

It was into this community that Regina ad-
vanced in 2018 with her 500 campaign signs
and dozens of volunteers, offering to take up
the challenges of being a city councilmember.
She advocated for closer relations with the
school district, technology training for resi-
dents, decreased traffic, economic develop-
ment, and building affordable housing.

The Ravenswood Business District is the
city’s largest opportunity to create new labora-
tory and office buildings. In 2019, the Depart-
ment of Commerce’s Economic Development
Administration made a $4.4 million investment
as part of an economic renewal project in this
district. Regina has supported responsible de-
velopment of the area to bring thousands of
new employees to what will eventually be a
new downtown. For the entire city, she sup-
ported obtaining water from neighboring com-
munities to cure reliability problems that
plague the existing water system. During her
time in office, she strongly supported new in-
frastructure, including a new bike bridge over
Highway 101 to connect residents on the west
side of the city with the eastern side that has
most of the stores and services.

Regina was Mayor in 2020. Many of the
residents of East Palo Alto are front-line es-
sential workers. In September 2020, the city
had a test positivity rate of 15 percent, more
than three times higher than the countywide
positivity rate. At a council meeting that month
she noted, “One of the biggest solutions that
helps people recover is early identification and
early intervention. And that comes from test-
ing,” As the pandemic sickened and killed
residents, Mayor Wallace-Jones and her col-
leagues used city funds to first establish wide-
spread testing and then to support outreach
and staffing for a large vaccination program.
Culturally competent outreach and volunteer
efforts spread throughout the community. She
and her council colleagues also had to grapple
with a significant decline in tax revenue. Care-
ful management of vacant positions and an in-
fusion of federal aid helped bridge the gap.

It is now time for the mother of Addison and
Jocelyn to return to evenings with her family.
It will not be easy, as Regina is also a CEO
of a non-profit. However, this busy executive,
daughter, mom and spouse deserves time to
spend with her family. On our recent election
day, when she had chosen not to be on the
ballot, she reflected online, “I loved my oppor-
tunity to serve. And | hope that more get out
there and do the same. The end is only bitter
when you’ve got nothing left. I'm grateful for
every vote and every dollar that supported
me.”
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Madam  Speaker, the whirlwind  of
Shorebreeze Runnymede will be remembered
as a woman who made a difference. We are
grateful that she was in leadership when a cri-
sis hit her community and that she will remain
an active resident as we edge our way into
more normal times ahead.

——————

HONORING MRS. KATHY J.
THOMAS

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2022

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize one of my district staffers, Mrs.
Kathy J. Thomas. | met Kathy in 2019 and
quickly brought her on staff as a Constituent
Liaison in my Gulfport district office. During
her tenure, Kathy has assisted nearly 3,000
constituents through casework with compas-
sion and dedication.

Kathy grew up in West Virginia in the small
town of Follansbee. In 1988, she graduated
from Brooke High School, and shortly there-
after, she married her high school sweetheart,
Mark. After their wedding, she and her new
husband moved to Biloxi, MS, where he
served in the United States Navy Seabees
and Master Chief to Command Master Chief.
Her grandfather, Kale E. Wells, served in the
United States Navy during WWII. Kale would
have been proud of her decision to marry
Mark as he rose through the ranks to retire
after serving 30 years as a Master Chief.

Kathy and her husband raised two beautiful,
intelligent daughters, Taylor and Riley. Taylor
graduated from Mississippi State and the Uni-
versity of South Alabama and works as a
Labor and Delivery Nurse at USA Children’s
and Women’s Hospital in Mobile, AL. Riley
graduated from the University of Southern
Mississippi and recently started a job at the
DuBard School for Language Disorders in Hat-
tiesburg, MS.

Kathy attended Mississippi Gulf Coast Com-
munity College, earning an associate degree.
Kathy volunteered for years as an ombuds-
man as her husband served and deployed
with the United States Navy Seabees. While
raising her daughters, she worked as a pre-
school teacher and assistant teacher. Her pas-
sion and dedication to helping others led her
to work as a Congressional Liaison making a
difference in the daily lives of the constituents
of South Mississippi.

Kathy has been a valued, loyal, dedicated,
and compassionate asset to my staff and me.
| am grateful for her positivity and can-do atti-
tude over the years. It is my honor to express
my gratitude to Mrs. Kathy Thomas for her
service to Mississippi and my constituents.

REMEMBERING AND HONORING
THE LIFE OF THE HONORABLE
RICHARD A. SHIRLEY

HON. JEFF DUNCAN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2022

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
with profound sadness to remember and
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honor the life of Richard A. Shirley of Ander-
son who passed away on December 8th at the
age of 68. Before his unexpected passing,
Richard served as the Clerk of the Court in
Anderson County.

In 1978, Richard began his career in public
service by being elected to the Anderson City
Council, becoming the youngest person ever
to be elected to the council. In 1998, Richard
was elected Mayor of Anderson and faithfully
served as mayor for 8 years. During his tenure
as mayor, he played an important role in revi-
talizing the Anderson Soiree festival and mak-
ing Anderson the prosperous place it is today.
Richard was also a successful local commu-
nity banker for over 30 years and proud grad-
uate of T.L. Hanna High School and Pres-
byterian College.

Richard was a proud husband, father, son,
and friend and he will be immensely missed
by the community of Anderson. Richard will be
remembered for his constant smile, witty
humor, and his love of God and country. | am
reminded of the verse Mark 10:45, “For even
the Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom
for many.” Richard had a servant’s heart and
was always there to help people with a smile
and those in need. His profound impact on the
Anderson community will be felt for genera-
tions to come.

Madam Speaker, it is a privilege to be able
to serve the Third District of South Carolina
and to honor my dear friend, Richard Shirley.
My thoughts and prayers are with his family
and friends during this time.

———————

TRIBUTE ON THE BIRTH OF
HENRY LEE DRAGANO

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2022

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, today | am happy to congratulate Mr.
and Mrs. Garrett and Cecelia Dragano, of
Aiken, South Carolina, on the birth of their
new baby son. Henry Lee Dragano was born
on December 5, 2022, at 7:56 p.m., weighing
8 pounds and 7 ounces. He has been born
into a loving home, where he will be raised by
parents who are devoted to his well-being and
bright future. His birth is a blessing. On behalf
of my wife Roxanne, and our entire family, we
want to wish Garrett, Cecelia, and Henry all
the best.

RECOGNIZING BILL WILD
HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2022

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, today | want to
acknowledge the legacy and dedication of Wil-
liam “Bill” Wild for his more than 20 years of
public service to our communities.

Mayor Wild is Westland’s longest-serving
mayor. A Westland native and graduate of
John Glenn High School, Mayor Wild took
pride in giving back to the community that
raised him. He was especially proud of his ac-
complishments in helping improve infrastruc-
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ture, including an overhaul of Westland’s mu-
nicipal center, building a vibrant shopping dis-
trict, and bringing a citywide recycling program
to Westland.

Mayor Wild’s commitment and many years
of services has been exceptional and out-
standing. The 13th District, Wayne County and
the Westland community extend their gratitude
to Mayor Bill Wild for his many contributions to
the growth and prosperity of Westland. It has
been an honor to be one of his many partners
serving Westland neighborhoods.

Please join me as we recognize Mayor Bill
Wild’s many contributions to the families of the
Westland and 13th Congressional District as
we wish him well.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
ANNE OLIVA AS SHE ENDS HER
TERM OF SERVICE ON THE
MILLBRAE CITY COUNCIL

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2022

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize my friend and colleague Millbrae Mayor
Anne Oliva as she steps down from the city
council at the end of her present term, and
after serving nine years on the council. She
has distinguished herself by doing outstanding
work while in elective office.

Anne has lived in Millbrae for more than 20
years. She was appointed to the Millbrae City
Council in 2013 to fill a vacancy and was
elected to a full four year term in November of
that year. Her top priorities at the time were
building economic strength and sustainability,
protecting private property rights, and ensuring
public safety. Millbrae was emerging from the
housing recession and its downtown business
district was suffering. Hotel occupancy taxes,
a major source of city revenue, were signifi-
cantly depressed. The city’s budget had been
cut repeatedly and difficult decisions lay
ahead.

In subsequent years, Anne and her col-
leagues made tough choices. They contracted
for police services from the San Mateo County
Sheriff's office, a decision that was discussed
at great length due to the affection that the
people of Millbrae had for their own depart-
ment. Economic growth came with con-
troversy. Millbrae is a major transportation hub
with a combined BART and Caltrain station
serving thousands of daily commuters. The
council approved a large development on the
BART parking lot, delivering hundreds of units
of needed housing, a new hotel and accom-
panying tax revenue, offices, and retail to
serve all. Anne supported the development as
part of her promise to build the economic
strength of the city and the sustainability of its
budget.

Her experience as a real estate agent and
broker has informed her public service. She
served on the Board of Directors of the San
Mateo County Association of Realtors, includ-
ing on its legislative committee and as Presi-
dent. She also served on similar legislative
committees for the California Association of
Realtors and the National Association of Real-
tors. When the County of San Mateo sought
assistance from property owners and man-
agers to find apartments for persons holding
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