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officer, served as a deputy officer, and was
later promoted to jail superintendent. Her most
recent promotion broke down multiple barriers
as she was the first woman and the first Afri-
can American to hold this position. The excel-
lence she consistently demonstrated through-
out her career not only set an example but
paved the way for others in the future.

| am grateful for Ronda’s leadership and
commitment to the Peoria County Sheriffs De-
partment where her presence will be deeply
missed. | offer her my prayers and support in
her ongoing battle with cancer.

——
RECOGNIZING THE DEPARTURE OF
THE HONORABLE LAURA

PARMER-LOHAN FROM THE CITY
COUNCIL OF SAN CARLOS

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 12, 2022

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Laura Parmer-Lohan as she departs
the City Council of San Carlos after serving in
this position from 2018 to 2022. Her years of
service span a remarkable chapter in the his-
tory of her community.

When she took the oath of office in late
2018. the county of San Mateo had an unem-
ployment rate of 2.1 percent. As she leaves
office, the unemployment rate is 1.9 percent.
Unemployment is generally a key indicator of
the quality of life in a community. If a visitor
from space judged community history from
only those two numbers, they would think that
nothing changed in the years that Laura
served her neighbors. As we all know, one
would have to be a visitor from space to have
that point of view.

Her colleague, Counciiman Ron Collins,
made this comment about the year 2020 when
he served as Mayor and Laura served as
Vice-Mayor. “During that tumultuous vyear,
Laura earnestly sought out community and
business leaders to understand their COVID-
related issues. She was then instrumental in
securing the practical help we needed as
neighbors and business owners.” The record
backs him up. Laura and her colleagues of-
fered city financial support to businesses and
residents, closed portions of the downtown to
ensure the survival of restaurants, and adapt-
ed their plans on the go to accommodate as
many needs as possible.

A note within the city’s 3rd quarter financial
report of fiscal year 2019—-2020 contains this
historic understatement, “The COVID-19 re-
lated emergency declared in mid-March began
to affect revenue and expenditures towards
the end of the third quarter, but the effects
had little impact on the usual trends. The ef-
fects will primarily be seen in quarter four and
beyond.” Laura works in the private sector. To
her that language was financial-speak for,
“Head for the high ground. A tsunami is com-
ing.”

She and her colleagues ably guided city fi-
nances despite enormous uncertainty. San
Carlos is recovering from the pandemic with
strong finances. As city residents take stock of
their high-quality police and fire services,
beautiful parks, and restoration of much-be-
loved public events like Home Town Days and
the downtown Art and Wine Festival, they can
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in part thank Laura and her colleagues for
wrestling community success from the jaws of
the COVID-19 alligator.

Of course, her term of office should not be
defined by the pandemic. Laura worked hard
to establish a higher minimum wage, voted for
affordable housing construction, and sup-
ported a plan for the city’s eastside industrial
area that will lead to the creation of thousands
of life science and other high technology jobs
over the coming years. She is a strong advo-
cate for affordable childcare, voted to ban the
sale of flavored tobacco in San Carlos, sup-
ported linkage fees to create community bene-
fits from commercial development, and sup-
ported using city funds for gun buybacks. One
colleague remarked that she also did a great
job running city council meetings. If there was
an Emmy Award for Zoom city council meet-
ings that run on time and still hold the public’s
attention at 11 p.m. on a work night, Laura
would accept in the role of best director, with
appropriate recognition given to staff and her
colleagues.

Laura was born in West Virginia and raised
in San Diego. She obtained her Bachelor of
Arts Degree from the University of California
at Santa Cruz and her MBA from the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley. She and her
family moved to San Carlos in 2011, and then
deeply embedded themselves in the life of this
small community. Laura’s wife, Kathy, is the
widely respected Executive Director of the San
Carlos Education Foundation, and their two
sons, Bradley and Gregory, attended local
public schools.

Laura can often be seen riding her bicycle
around town. She is an avid athlete and her
energy in public office reflects her stamina.
She will soon have more time for her family
and friends, a just reward after so many eve-
nings donated for public benefit. We should all
thank her family for their support of her serv-
ice.

Madam Speaker, John Denver memorably
described Laura’s birthplace, West Virginia, as
“almost heaven.” We shouldn’t put Laura on
the spot to compare San Carlos to the Blue
Ridge Mountains, but we're thankful that she
and her family settled on Howard Avenue rath-
er than on the banks of the Shenandoah
River. Denver also sang that life is old in West
Virginia. Proudly, San Carlos is quite young
and vibrant. This also describes the spirit of
Laura Parmer-Lohan. She is a public servant
who in 2018 signed up for a volunteer job on
a few nights a month. She ended up doing
enormous overtime in defense of our lives and
welfare for four eventful years. Job well done.

HONORING MONTY TRAINER

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 12, 2022

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today as a descendant of Bahamians, to
recognize Monty Trainer for his contribution to
the City of Miami’s designation of the Little Ba-
hamas of Coconut Grove on July 19, 2022.

Since the 19th century, Bahamians played
an integral role in the founding of the City of
Miami, representing one-third of the registered
signatories on the July 28, 1896, date of the
city’s incorporation.
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Much like Miami’s original Bahamian sig-
natories. Monty Trainer's commitment to pre-
serving the rich Bahamian culture and history
of Miami has helped to ensure the designation
of the Little Bahamas of Coconut Grove.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
Monty Trainer for his contributions to the com-
munity and his role in the historic designation
of the Little Bahamas of Coconut Grove.

REMEMBERING STAUGHTON LYND
HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 12, 2022

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Staughton Lynd, who
passed away on Thursday, November 17,
2022. He was 92 years old.

Staughton was born in 1929, the son of
Robert and Helen Merrell Lynd. Staughton
grew up in New York City, during the Great
Depression and World War 1. He went
through the schools of the Ethical Culture So-
ciety, where he took to heart the words in the
auditorium, “The place where men meet to
seek the highest is holy ground.” As a senior
at Fieldston, he was elected class president
and captain of the baseball team. Staughton
received a Bachelor of Arts degree at Harvard,
Master of Arts and Doctorate of Philosophy
degrees in history from Columbia and a Juris
Doctorate degree from the University of Chi-
cago.

Staughton Lynd and Alice Lee Niles met in
Cambridge, Mass., in the summer of 1950,
shortly after the beginning of the Korean war.
They were married a year later, at the Stony
Run Friends Meetinghouse in Baltimore,
where Alice’s parents were members.

During the mid-1950s, they lived in an ecu-
menical religious community in northeast
Georgia. Several years later, they joined the
Religious Society of Friends, commonly known
as Quakers.

Eager to participate in the Southern civil
rights movement, in 1961, Staughton accepted
an offer to teach history at Spelman College in
Atlanta.

In 1964, the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee (SNCC) recruited him to be
coordinator of the “Freedom Schools” for
black teenagers as part of the interracial “Mis-
sissippi Summer Project.” At a time when
whites were becoming less welcome in the
civil rights movement in the South, in 1964,
Staughton accepted a position teaching history
at Yale University and the Lynds moved to
New Haven, Connecticut.

Staughton chaired the first march against
the war in Vietnam in Washington, D.C., on
April 17, 1965. On August 9, 1965, he was ar-
rested together with Bob Moses and David
Dellinger at the Assembly of Unrepresented
People in Washington, D.C., where dem-
onstrators sought to declare peace with the
people of Vietnam on the steps of the Capitol.
In December 1965 through January 1966,
Staughton, along with Tom Hayden and Her-
bert Aptheker made a controversial trip to
Hanoi in hopes of clarifying the peace terms
that might be acceptable to the North Viet-
namese government and the National Libera-
tion Front of South Vietnam. Because of his
notoriety and controversy over his advocacy
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and practice of civil disobedience, he was de-
nied tenure at Yale and was blacklisted as an
historian.

In order to respond to the needs of workers
whose problems were not being addressed,
Staughton went to law school in 1973. Fol-
lowing his graduation in 1976, the Lynds
moved to the Youngstown area, shortly before
the steel mill closings began. While employed
by Northeast Ohio Legal Services, an office
that represented clients who could not afford
to pay a lawyer, Staughton served as attorney
for the Ecumenical Coalition of the Mahoning
Valley in its unsuccessful efforts to implement
a plan for worker/community ownership of the
area steel mills: Local 1330 vs. U.S. Steel.

After retirement in 1996, the Lynds became
deeply involved in advocacy for prisoners.
They served as co-counsel in a class action
on placement and retention of prisoners in sol-
itary confinement at the Ohio State Peniten-
tiary in Youngstown. A favorable decision in
Austin vs. Wilkinson (N.D. Ohio, 2002), was
affirmed in part by the U.S. Supreme Court in
Wilkinson vs. Austin (2005).

Among many books and articles by
Staughton Lynd, some of which were co-au-
thored with Alice Lynd, the following titles re-
flect their many concerns over the years:
Class Conflict, Slavery, and the United States
Constitution, Intellectual Origins of American
Radicalism with Alice Lynd; Nonviolence in
America: A Documentary History with Alice
Lynd; Rank and File: Personal Histories by
Working-Class Organizers; The Fight Against
Shutdowns: Youngstown’s Steel Mill Closings;
Living Inside Our Hope: A Steadfast Radical’'s
Thoughts on Rebuilding the Movement; Doing
History from the Bottom Up: On E. P. Thomp-
son, Howard Zinn, and Rebuilding the Labor
Movement from Below; “We Are All Leaders™:
The Alternative Unionism of the Early 1930
with  Andrej  Grubacic, Wobblies and
Zapatistas; Conversations on Anarchism,
Marxism, and Radical History with Daniel
Gross; Labor Law for the Rank and Filer:
Building Solidarity While Staying Clear of the
Law with Sam Bahour and Alice Lynd; Home-
land: Oral Histories of Palestine and Palestin-
ians; Accompanying: Pathways to Social
Change Lucasville: The Untold Story of a Pris-
on Uprising with Alice Lynd; Stepping Stones:
Memoir of a Life Together; Moral Injury and
Nonviolent Resistance: Breaking the Cycle of
Violence in the Military and Behind Bars, forth-
coming from Haymarket Press, 2023, edited
by Luke Stewart; and My Country Is the
World: Staughton Lynd’s Writings, Speeches,
and Statements against the Vietnam War.

Staughton Lynd is survived by Alice Lynd,
his wife of 71 years; their daughter, Barbara L.
Bond; their son, Lee Rybeck Lynd; their
daughter, Marta Lynd-Altan; seven grand-
children; and six great-grandchildren.

———
RECOGNIZING THE DEPARTURE OF
THE HONORABLE MARIE

BRIZUELA AFTER 41 REMARK-
ABLE YEARS AS A TRUSTEE ON
THE JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL BOARD

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, December 12, 2022

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize my friend and colleague school board
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trustee Marie Brizuela as she departs public
service after forty-one remarkable years in
elective office.

As noted on the district's website, “The Jef-
ferson Elementary School District serves Pre-
Kindergarten through 8th grade students from
four contiguous areas in San Mateo County—
the city of Daly City, the Town of Colma, unin-
corporated Broadmoor Village, and a small
section of the city of Pacifica . . . the popu-
lation of the four communities has a wide
socio-economic, ethnic, and cultural diversity.”

Marie Brizuela is the “Guardian in Chief of
the School District.” For forty-one years, she
has been entrusted by her community with
guiding the education of its students. She has
been passionate in her advocacy during her
entire time on the school board. During my
service in the California legislature, Marie was
a regular caller, letter writer and advocate for
school funding. She knows the impact of every
dollar sent by California to her school district.
She is intimately familiar with California’s com-
plex laws on school finance, staffing and
board governance. When you walk into a li-
brary and you can’t immediately find what you
want to locate, you go to the reference librar-
ian. When you are elected to the state legisla-
ture and need to know something about the
schools, you go to Marie Brizuela.

The Kent Awards are a countywide award
for innovative school programs. Her fellow
trustees from San Mateo County routinely se-
lected Marie as a member of the team that de-
termined who would receive this annual, pres-
tigious, award. Her fellow trustees selected
her as a representative to the California
School Boards Association. She was a mem-
ber of the district’'s personnel committee, the
member-parent involvement committee, and
the executive board of the PTA.

Marie is also an adult education teacher in
a nearby district. She has also served as a
member of the California School Employees
Association and on its board.

As if all of this was not enough, Marie has
owned a dance academy and served as
Wardrobe Mistress at St. Ignatius High
School.

It is unusual for a person to hold two elec-
tive positions but nothing about Marie is typ-
ical. Her neighbors in Broadmoor Village elect-
ed her to the Broadmoor Police Protection
Commission and she served as Secretary of
the Broadmoor Property Owners Association.
She was president of the Friends of the Daly
City Library, Secretary of the History Guild of
Daly City, and Past President of Westlake
Catholic Women and the Daly City Civic Bal-
let, as well as the Mission Merchants Associa-
tion. Somewhere in this whirlwind of activity
across more than four decades she also found
time to be a wife and mother. | want to thank
her husband, Robert, and her children Anna
Marie, Robbie, Angela, and Andrea for their
willingness to share Marie with the community
throughout her time in public and volunteer
positions.

The community served by the Jefferson Ele-
mentary School District is composed of work-
ing and professional families who love the
sense of belonging that comes with living in
their neighborhood. Marie is a person widely
regarded with respect and affection because
she is singularly focused on building commu-
nity.

On most days, the fog of Daly City and
Broadmoor reliably burns off or moves off-
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shore and the sunshine arrives. Marie Brizuela
reliably shows up and volunteers or raises her
hand to be sworn into public office. Both the
predictable weather and Marie are welcomed
by residents as leading indicators that the
community is operating well. We thank her for
her friendship and the enormous respect she
has shown to others through her willingness to
sacrifice on their behalf. If she’s taking a break
at her age, it's only to allow others to lead.
They would do well to follow her outstanding
example.

HONORING NATHANIEL ROBINSON
HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 12, 2022

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today as a descendant of Bahamians, to
recognize Pastor Nathaniel Robinson for his
contribution to the City of Miami’s designation
of the Little Bahamas of Coconut Grove on
July 19, 2022.

Since the 19th century, Bahamians played
an integral role in the founding of the City of
Miami. representing one-third of the registered
signatories on the July 28, 1896, date of the
city’s incorporation. Much like Miami’s original
Bahamian signatories, Pastor Nathaniel Robin-
son’s commitment to preserving the rich Baha-
mian culture and history of Miami has helped
to ensure the designation of the Little Baha-
mas of Coconut Grove.

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring
Pastor Nathaniel Robinson for his contribu-
tions to the community and his role in the his-
toric designation of the Little Bahamas of Co-
conut Grove.

————

HONORING TECHNICAL SERGEANT
MATTHEW KEEFER UPON RE-
CEIVING THE DISTINGUISHED
FLYING CROSS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 12, 2022

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and commend Technical Ser-
geant Matthew Keefer of the 60th Air Mobility
Wing upon receiving the Distinguished Flying
Cross for his service, dedication, and sacrifice
during Operation Allies Refuge. He exemplifies
the best of America, and his tireless efforts
guarantee the safety of all those who call
America home.

Last year, the servicemembers of the 60th
Air Mobility Wing met a challenge of colossal
scale when they played a pivotal role in com-
pleting the drawdown of forces from Afghani-
stan. This command was critical in the largest
noncombatant evacuation operation in known
history, Operation Allies Refuge, ultimately
saving over 124,000 lives. The 60th Air Mobil-
ity Wing directly supported the evacuation of
nearly 13,000 Afghans while simultaneously
managing the security and operations at
Hamid Karzai International Airport. | have lis-
tened to countless stories from this group of
brave men and women that exemplify the
character, leadership, and bravery that is cul-
tivated at Travis Air Force Base.
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