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HONORING MAJOR DOMINICK
VITALE UPON RECEIVING THE
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2022

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and commend Major Dominick
Vitale of the 60th Air Mobility Wing upon re-
ceiving the Distinguished Flying Cross for his
service, dedication, and sacrifice during Oper-
ation Allies Refuge. He exemplifies the best of
America, and his tireless efforts guarantee the
safety of all those who call America home.

Last year, the servicemembers of the 60th
Air Mobility Wing met a challenge of colossal
scale when they played a pivotal role in com-
pleting the drawdown of forces from Afghani-
stan. This command was critical in the largest
noncombatant evacuation operation in known
history, Operation Allies Refuge, ultimately
saving over 124,000 lives. The 60th Air Mobil-
ity Wing directly supported the evacuation of
nearly 13,000 Afghans while simultaneously
managing the security and operations at
Hamid Karzai International Airport. | have lis-
tened to countless stories from this group of
brave men and women that exemplify the
character, leadership, and bravery that is cul-
tivated at Travis Air Force Base.

Service records only scratch the surface of
the courageous actions performed by the 60th
Air Mobility Wing. They put their hearts and
lives on the line to save so many. These val-
iant servicemembers like Major Dominick
Vitale epitomize the values of courage and pa-
triotism.

On behalf of a grateful country and all the
constituents of California’s Third Congres-
sional District, | would like to congratulate
Major Dominick Vitale of the 60th Air Mobility
Wing for receiving the Distinguished Flying
Cross and extend my sincere gratitude for his
sacrifice and contributions to the defense of
this great country.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR.
THOMAS KAYSER

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2022

Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with a heavy heart to honor the life of
Mr. Thomas Kayser, of Saint Paul, Minnesota,
who passed away on November 15, 2022.

Tom was a proud veteran of the United
States Air Force. After graduating from Law-
rence University, he served on active duty for
eight years and as a reserve officer for 16
years, retiring with the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel. He met his wife, Marlene Kayser, on
a blind date, they married in 1959 and had
three children, Carol, Tom and David. In 1966
they moved to Saint Paul when Tom joined
the law firm, Robins, Davis and Lyons, where
he worked for over 50 years and went on to
become the managing partner. During his time
at the law firm, which eventually became Rob-
ins, Kaplan, Miller, and Ciresi, he often served
as a volunteer attorney, including for the Min-
nesota ACLU, and received many honors, in-
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cluding being named Volunteer of the Year by
the Volunteer Lawyers Network in 2007.

Tom and his wife, Marlene, who passed
away in 2018, were both dedicated activists
and volunteers in the community, supporting
organizations like Planned Parenthood and the
Advocates for Human Rights. They were also
founding donors of Admission Possible, now
known as College Possible, which is a na-
tional organization working to increase access
to higher education for low-income students.
At the Kayser family home the door was al-
ways open to generously give back to their
neighbors. They were known for hosting fund-
raising events in their home and even in their
backyard for nonprofit organizations, can-
didates and elected officials ranging from
United States presidents to school board
members. Tom and Marlene served as a host
family to many international students and con-
nected countless community leaders, and Tom
also served as a board member and advisor
for the Saint Paul Parks Conservancy, and as
an appointed representative on the Saint Paul
Parks and Recreation Commission, where he
also served as vice chair and committee chair.

It was an honor to call Tom a friend and
neighbor for many years. My deepest condo-
lences are with his beloved family and many
friends. Madam Speaker, please join me in
tribute to Thomas Kayser for his remarkable
life of service to our nation and our commu-
nity.

———

RECOGNIZING MRS. SONIA PEREZ,
PRESIDENT, UPON HER RETIRE-
MENT AND 43 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE AT AT&T—SOUTHEAST
STATES

HON. TROY A. CARTER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2022

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Mrs. Sonia Pérez as
she prepares to retire after 43 successful
years of service. Throughout her long career,
she ultimately was responsible for leading and
executing the overall strategic direction of
AT&T’s corporate initiatives throughout Lou-
isiana and Kentucky. Her teams engage the
collective governmental ecosystem at the
state, local, and federal level to build tech-
nology infrastructure that solves economic
challenges faced by urban and rural commu-
nities.

Based in Baton Rouge, Sonia has led on
strategy, governance and social responsibility
issues within the private sector and the non-
profit organizations she has chaired since she
moved to Louisiana as the AT&T state presi-
dent in 2010, and previously in Texas. Outside
of her work AT&T Sonia serves as an Inde-
pendent Director for Hancock Whitney Cor-
poration (NASDAQ: HWC), and on the execu-
tive committees of The University of Texas
Foundation, the Louisiana Board of Regents,
and The National WWII Museum.

Sonia remains engaged with her alma
mater, The University of Texas at Austin, and
was selected as a 2017 Distinguished Alum-
nus; having also previously received the Out-
standing Young Texas Ex Award. In 2006, she
was the first Latina elected president of the
Texas Exes, the university’s alumni associa-
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tion. Among her proudest distinctions is a
1996 presidential appointment by President
Bill Clinton to the Advisory Council of the Bor-
der Environment Cooperation Commission, a
binational organization supporting the sustain-
able development of environmental infrastruc-
ture on both sides of the U.S./Mexico border.
She was also recognized in 2006 with the El
Abrecaminos Award from the Texas Mexican
American Legislative Caucus.

She has chaired various boards including
the Louisiana Association of Business and In-
dustry, the state’s business roundtable known
as the Committee of 100, and the Board of
Trustees of my Alma Mater, Xavier University
of Louisiana. She also led Governor John Bel
Edwards’ Economic Development Transition
Team and is a member of the governor's Re-
silient Louisiana Commission. In 2018, Sonia
was named to the Merit Selection Panel for
the United States District Court Eastern Dis-
trict of Louisiana. She has also served on the
national board of the Public Broadcasting
Service, PBS.

Prior to being named the first woman presi-
dent of AT&T Louisiana in 2010, Sonia worked
in various capacities in Houston and South
Texas, including as a vice president of AT&T
Texas, where she was responsible for the
company’s initiatives throughout the Houston
region. During that time, she was named the
Houston Hispanic Chamber's Female Senior
Executive of the Year, and served on the
Houston board of J.P. Morgan Chase, and the
executive committees of the Houston Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce and the Greater Hous-
ton Partnership. She was also a member of
the Memorial Hermann Hospital System Board
of Directors.

Sonia has received numerous awards and
distinctions including Top 100 Most Influential
Latinas in 2020 by Latino Leaders Magazine,
LatinaStyle Magazine 2014 Corporate Execu-
tives of the Year, 2013 Inspiracion Award from
the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Lou-
isiana, 2015 Weiss Award from the New Orle-
ans Council for Community and Justice, 2015
Role Model from the Young Leadership Coun-
cil of New Orleans.

On a more personal note, Ms. Perez was
someone | truly appreciated working with
across New Orleans and Baton Rouge, and
her leadership will truly be missed. Congratu-
lations to Sonia as she enjoys the best days
of her life in retirement.

———

DACA

SPEECH OF

HON. NANETTE DIAZ BARRAGAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 6, 2022

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, | am hon-
ored to be here today, to help highlight the in-
credible contributions that DACA recipients
have made to our country and my district.

There are over 800,000 DACA recipients
across the country, and over 200,000 of them
live in California.

Today, | want to highlight a very special
DREAMER in my district.

A young lady named Mayra Garibo from
Wilmington, California.

Mayra’s mother brought her and her little
brother to the U.S. from Mexico when she was
just 7 years old.
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When it came time for Mayra to attend col-
lege, her mother struggled to find the re-
sources to help pay for her tuition.

But because of DACA, Mayra was able to
attend and pay for college, and eventually
graduated from California State University
Dominguez Hills, with a degree in Business
Administration.

With her degree in hand, Mayra was able to
pursue her dream of working in content cre-
ation, while also having peace in knowing that
DACA would protect her against deportation.

In 2017, Mayra unfortunately lost her father,
who lived in Mexico.

After a 3 year-long battle, she obtained Ad-
vance Parole, and received a travel permit to
visit Mexico, to finally visit her father's grave
and mourn his passing in-person.

This was the first time in 20 years that
Mayra was able to return to Mexico.

Mayra’s talent continued to shine through,
and her persistence and resilience paid off.

With the help of Advanced Parole, she was
able to further her career as a content creator,
by seeking life changing job opportunities.

She was able to travel and work in London
and other places, where she did content cre-
ation for films that were eventually nominated
for awards at film festivals.

Mayra now works for the Long Beach Immi-
gration Rights Coalition.

Recently, while taking photos of graduates
of the Coalition’s Leadership Academy Pro-
gram, she met and was moved by the story of
another young DACA recipient.

Mayra understood their struggle, and real-
ized that she shared a common bond.

Mayra’s job has given her the opportunity to
capture the stories of those who have strug-
gled to be an immigrant in this country. It has
allowed her to change the all-too-common nar-
rative about immigrants, to one that depicts
immigrants as resilient and capable of moving
forward in difficult situations.

When Mayra returned to the U.S. from her
vist to Mexico and Europe, she was met with
two signs eact time.

One said U.S. citizens to the right and the
other, non-citizens to the left.

When Mayra encountered these signs, she
said to herself:

| know | have a permit to re-enter the coun-
try, but my reentry is not guaranteed.

| begin to pray to God hoping | say the right
things, and that | don't face an officer who
isn’'t going to know what advance parole is.

It's a feeling that is difficult to explain, you
know you haven’t done anything, yet you have
to convince someone to let you into the coun-
try that you call your home.”

Mayra is just one of many DREAMERS who
have made incredible contributions to our na-
tion.

She hopes that one day, she will be able to
step to the right.

The time is now for my Republican col-
leagues and the Senate to pass legislation
that will provide permanent protections for
DACA recipients and DREAMERS in this
country.

We can’t wait any longer.

Because your home is here (Porque su
hogar esta aqui). Forever (Para siempre).
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HONORING MAJOR DREW DELA
CRUZ UPON RECEIVING THE DIS-
TINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2022

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and commend Major Drew
Dela Cruz of the 60th Air Mobility Wing upon
receiving the Distinguished Flying Cross for
his service, dedication, and sacrifice during
Operation Allies Refuge. He exemplifies the
best of America, and his tireless efforts guar-
antee the safety of all those who call America
home.

Last year, the servicemembers of the 60th
Air Mobility Wing met a challenge of colossal
scale when they played a pivotal role in com-
pleting the drawdown of forces from Afghani-
stan. This command was critical in the largest
noncombatant evacuation operation in known
history, Operation Allies Refuge, ultimately
saving over 124,000 lives. The 60th Air Mobil-
ity Wing directly supported the evacuation of
nearly 13,000 Afghans while simultaneously
managing the security and operations at
Hamid Karzai International Airport. | have lis-
tened to countless stories from this group of
brave men and women that exemplify the
character, leadership. and bravery that is cul-
tivated at Travis Air Force Base.

Service records only scratch the surface of
the courageous actions performed by the 60th
Air Mobility Wing. They put their hearts and
lives on the line to save so many. These val-
iant servicemembers like Major Drew Dela
Cruz epitomize the values of courage and pa-
triotism.

On behalf of a grateful country and all the
constituents of California’s Third Congres-
sional District, | would like to congratulate
Major Drew Dela Cruz of the 60th Air Mobility
Wing for receiving the Distinguished Flying
Cross and extend my sincere gratitude for his
sacrifice and contributions to the defense of
this great country.

HONORING U.S. NAVY AND MIS-

SISSIPPI ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD VETERAN JIMMY
SPARKS

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2022

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the service of U.S.
Navy and Mississippi Army National Guard
Veteran Jimmy Sparks. Throughout his long
and distinguished career in the military, Mr.
Sparks devoted himself to serve our great Na-
tion. Additionally, he is an outstanding volun-
teer driver for Lee County Veterans Services.
He embodies all the characteristics that make
us proud to be Americans.

On October 3, 1944, Mr. Sparks was born
in luka. He was one of seven children who
picked cotton to help support their family, who
were sharecroppers. Eventually, the family
moved to West Memphis, Arkansas, and
Saltillo, Mississippi.

In 1963, Mr. Sparks embarked on a new ad-
venture by enlisting in the U.S. Navy. He was
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assigned to the USS Midway (CVA—-41), an
aircraft carrier. The second aircraft carrier was
the USS Coral Sea (CVA—43). Mr. Sparks was
assigned to the fighter squadron on both air-
craft carriers, serving as an aviation store-
keeper. He said the first North Vietnamese
MiG—17 to be shot down during the Vietnam
War was by the Phantoms of Fighter Squad-
ron 21 from the USS Midway carrier—on June
17, 1965.

In 1967, Mr. Sparks completed active duty
and entered the U.S. Navy Reserve for one
year. In 1974, Mr. Sparks joined the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard, where he
served with the 123rd Medivac. During his
time with the Guard, his duties included main-
taining armor and supply, driving a fuel truck,
and motor maintenance. He retired as an E—
7. Mr. Sparks served 31 years in the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard. In later years,
the 123rd Medivac changed to the 185th Avia-
tion Battalion.

While serving in the Guard, Mr. Sparks
worked for 21 years for Cooper Tire. In 2006,
he retired. In 2007, Mr. Sparks learned there
was a need for a driver to support services of-
fered by the Lee County Veterans Services
Officer. Soon thereafter, he became a volun-
teer driver. He was one of several volunteer
drivers during that time who drove Veterans
1-3 times a week to the Memphis VA Medical
Center.

Mr. Sparks has been recognized numerous
times for his community service. In 2010, Mr.
Sparks was recognized by the Lee County
Board of Supervisors for his outstanding serv-
ice for giving back to Veterans for what they
have given to America. In 2015, Mr. Sparks
received the “President’s Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award” for his volunteer work. In 2020,
Mr. Sparks was recognized by the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs as the Memphis
VA Medical Center Voluntary Services “2019—
2020 Volunteer Driver of the Year”.

To date, Mr. Sparks has devoted 7,500
hours to his fellow Veterans. He drives ap-
proximately 160 Veterans to and from Mem-
phis over one year. Mr. Sparks has logged ap-
proximately 200,000 miles during his fifteen
years of driving to the VA.

We are thankful for Mr. Sparks’ service to
America and for his steadfast devotion to the
ensure Veterans have access to medical serv-
ices. These men and women have earned and
deserve the best available care. We wish the
continued success of Mr. Sparks’ volunteer
work. Additionally, we want to recognize his
wife, Nancy, and their children: Rusty Sparks
(Beverly) and Jennifer (Terry) Merrell. Mr. and
Mrs. Sparks have four grandchildren: Grace
Sparks, Brenden Sparks, Kade (Cheyenne)
Merrell, and Shelby (Marcus) Gray. The Lee
County Sheriffs Department is commended for
allowing the Lee County Veterans Services
van to be safely parked and monitored at their
Tupelo facility.

———

RECOGNIZING MRS. COLLEEN
CURTIS

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 8, 2022

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Mrs. Colleen Curtis on
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