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HONORING MAJOR ALEXANDER
ARCIDIACONO UPON RECEIVING
THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING
CROSS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and commend Major Alexander
Arcidiacono of the 60th Air Mobility Wing upon
receiving the Distinguished Flying Cross for
his service, dedication, and sacrifice during
Operation Allies Refuge. He exemplifies the
best of America, and his tireless efforts guar-
antee the safety of all those who call America
home.

Last year, the servicemembers of the 60th
Air Mobility Wing met a challenge of colossal
scale when they played a pivotal role in com-
pleting the drawdown of forces from Afghani-
stan. This command was critical in the largest
noncombatant evacuation operation in known
history, Operation Allies Refuge, ultimately
saving over 124,000 lives. The 60th Air Mobil-
ity Wing directly supported the evacuation of
nearly 13,000 Afghans while simultaneously
managing the security and operations at
Hamid Karzai International Airport. | have lis-
tened to countless stories from this group of
brave men and women that exemplify the
character, leadership, and bravery that is cul-
tivated at Travis Air Force Base.

Service records only scratch the surface of
the courageous actions performed by the 60th
Air Mobility Wing. They put their hearts and
lives on the line to save so many. These val-
iant servicemembers like Major Alexander
Arcidiacono epitomize the values of courage
and patriotism.

On behalf of a grateful country and all the
constituents of California’s Third Congres-
sional District, | would like to congratulate
Major Alexander Arcidiacono of the 60th Air
Mobility Wing for receiving the Distinguished
Flying Cross and extend my sincere gratitude
for his sacrifice and contributions to the de-
fense of this great country.

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
MYRTLE BRAXTON

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the service of Myrtle
Braxton.

Throughout her life, Myrtle has served her
community in Richmond and has been a true
champion for Contra Costa seniors and fami-
lies. She began her career in public service at
the age of 17, working at the Social Security
Administration’s (SSA) San Francisco office.
She went on to work out of the SSA’s Rich-

mond office, serving with the SSA for a total
of 35 years prior to her retirement in 1981.

After retiring, Myrtle continued to be en-
gaged and active with a number of community
organizations, including the League of Women
Voters, California Alliance for Retired Ameri-
cans, the Richmond Commission on Aging,
and more. She is also a founder of the City of
Richmond’s Crime Prevention Program, pro-
moting neighborhood safety and advocating
for improved relations between community
members and local law enforcement. Addition-
ally, Myrtle has worked hard to preserve open
and recreational spaces in our community
through her work with the California Associa-
tion of Parks and Recreation for Commis-
sioners and Board Members and with the Na-
tional Citizen Branch for the Recreation Park
Association. Myrtle has worked tirelessly to
improve her community and to serve Rich-
mond residents. Her passion and commitment
to activism are admired by many.

Myrtle’s advocacy and leadership have been
instrumental in Richmond and West County.
Please join me in recognizing and thanking
Myrtle Braxton for her many years of dedi-
cated service.

—————

HONORING AIRMAN JEREMY EDA
UPON RECEIVING THE DISTIN-
GUISHED FLYING CROSS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and commend Airman Jeremy
Eda of the 60th Air Mobility Wing upon receiv-
ing the Distinguished Flying Cross for his serv-
ice, dedication, and sacrifice during Operation
Allies Refuge. He exemplifies the best of
America, and his tireless efforts guarantee the
safety of all those who call America home.

Last year, the servicemembers of the 60th
Air Mobility Wing met a challenge of colossal
scale when they played a pivotal role in com-
pleting the drawdown of forces from Afghani-
stan. This command was critical in the largest
noncombatant evacuation operation in known
history, Operation Allies Refuge, ultimately
saving over 124,000 lives. The 60th Air Mobil-
ity Wing directly supported the evacuation of
nearly 13,000 Afghans while simultaneously
managing the security and operations at
Hamid Karzai International Airport. | have lis-
tened to countless stories from this group of
brave men and women that exemplify the
character, leadership, and bravery that is cul-
tivated at Travis Air Force Base.

Service records only scratch the surface of
the courageous actions performed by the 60th
Air Mobility Wing. They put their hearts and
lives on the line to save so many. These val-
iant servicemembers like Airman Jeremy Eda
epitomize the values of courage and patriot-
ism.

On behalf of a grateful country and all the
constituents of California’s Third Congres-

sional District, | would like to congratulate Air-
man Jeremy Eda of the 60th Air Mobility Wing
for receiving the Distinguished Flying Cross
and extend my sincere gratitude for his sac-
rifice and contributions to the defense of this
great country.

RECOGNIZING THE EFFORTS AND
SUCCESSES OF WNY HEROES

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, today | am pleased to honor an organiza-
tion, WNY Heroes, whose programs continue
to be a lifeline for our local military veterans.
Founded in 2007, its mission of preventing
homelessness quickly expanded to a whole-
sale outreach organization that has aided
countless veterans. They continue to work tire-
lessly in support of veterans, and this week
we celebrate the grand opening of their new
location in downtown Buffalo.

At the outset, WNY Heroes was designed to
assist Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, but the
need grew as veterans of all eras came in
search of help. They soon broadened their
reach to all that served our nation. WNY He-
roes has become an instrumental voice in our
community. and their effort toward veterans
and their families by providing immediate fi-
nancial assistance is nothing short of remark-
able. More than ever, the demand for their
services is growing.

Their program, “Heroes’ Bridge,” offers vet-
erans with financial assistance. Through med-
ical referral, “Pawsitive for Heroes” has paid
for over 140 veterans to be paired with a
trained service dog. “Operation Backpack”
raises money every year to buy new school
supplies for the children of veterans. 1,200
veterans from four local counties are suffi-
ciently fed because of their program, “Feed a
Veteran.” They connect veterans with appro-
priate resources and services through the Vet-
erans Health Administration every day.

WNY Heroes fills a void in the treatment of
our veterans—one that should not exist. Sac-
rifice abroad is often met with hardship at
home. Founder, Chris Kreiger, and the WNY
Heroes team knows this firsthand, so they act
to fix it. This organization’s success serves as
a much-needed inspiration, and each of the
aforementioned programs is critical in the lives
of our local heroes. Their new location in Buf-
falo should help them to reach more veterans
in a more effective manner. On behalf of ev-
eryone in the Western New York community,
| would like to thank and congratulate WNY
Heroes for the services they have provided to
our bravest men and women.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING PHILIPPE GILBERT

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | am grateful, on behalf of the Con-
gressional French Caucus, to invite the House
of Representatives to join in honoring Philippe
Gilbert, an unheralded leader and an expert in
global logistics. Philippe recently announced
his retirement from United Parcel Service, Inc.
(UPS) and the Caucus recognizes Philippe
Gilbert for his contribution to the American
people during his tenure with UPS.

A native of France, Philippe earned his Fi-
nance degree from the Institut Superieur de
Gestion (I.S.G.) in Paris, France, and is fluent
in English, Spanish, French and Portuguese.
Philippe first came to the United States in
1994 working for Saga S.A, coincidentally, the
same year he met his lovely wife, Ida. He
went on to become Executive Vice President
for GEODIS Wilson, the freight management
division of the GEODIS Group, followed by his
position as Regional CEO of the Americas for
DB Schenker Logistics. Philippe joined UPS in
2019 as Executive Vice President, Supply
Chain Solutions, where he was responsible for
Global Logistics and Distribution, Global
Freight Forwarding and the technology-driven
truckload freight brokerage business at Coy-
ote.

Philippe was an integral part of the UPS
partnership with the White House to deliver
lifesaving COVID-19 vaccines across the
country. Philippe and his Supply Chain Solu-
tions team worked tirelessly to ensure vac-
cines could be delivered quickly and safely. To
date, UPS has delivered over 1 billion vac-
cines across the globe with near perfect on
time delivery.

Not only did Philippe work to deliver critical
healthcare goods, but his team also helped
American businesses through the supply chain
crisis that resulted from the pandemic. Under
his leadership, the Supply Chain Solutions
team helped businesses of all sizes optimize
their supply chains and adjust to ever chang-
ing global trade dynamics.

While his business success is laudable,
Philippe’s personal advocacy in support of the
Crecer Business Resource Group (BRG) at
UPS and efforts to support Latina advance-
ment reflected his unwavering commitment to
diversity, equity and inclusion. He would al-
ways find the time to engage and mentor, un-
derstanding the importance of the next gen-
eration of leaders.

We wish all the best to Philippe, Ida, and
their son, Gabriel.

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
RAUL MONTIAGUE UPON RECEIV-
ING THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING
CROSS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and commend Lieutenant Colo-
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nel Raul Montiague of the 60th Air Mobility
Wing upon receiving the Distinguished Flying
Cross for his service, dedication, and sacrifice
during Operation Allies Refuge. He exemplifies
the best of America, and his tireless efforts
guarantee the safety of all those who call
America home.

Last year, the servicemembers of the 60th
Air Mobility Wing met a challenge of colossal
scale when they played a pivotal role in com-
pleting the drawdown of forces from Afghani-
stan. This command was critical in the largest
noncombatant evacuation operation in known
history, Operation Allies Refuge, ultimately
saving over 124,000 lives. The 60th Air Mobil-
ity Wing directly supported the evacuation of
nearly 13,000 Afghans while simultaneously
managing the security and operations at
Hamid Karzai International Airport. | have lis-
tened to countless stories from this group of
brave men and women that exemplify the
character, leadership, and bravery that is cul-
tivated at Travis Air Force Base.

Service records only scratch the surface of
the courageous actions performed by the 60th
Air Mobility Wing. They put their hearts and
lives on the line to save so many. These val-
iant servicemembers like Lieutenant Colonel
Raul Montiague epitomize the values of cour-
age and patriotism.

On behalf of a grateful country and all the
constituents of California’s Third Congres-
sional District, | would like to congratulate
Lieutenant Colonel Raul Montiague of the 60th
Air Mobility Wing for receiving the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and extend my sincere
gratitude for his sacrifice and contributions to
the defense of this great country.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF DALE HARRINGTON

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life of Dale Harrington.

Throughout his life, Dale has demonstrated
his passion for advocacy and has worked tire-
lessly to promote equity within our community.
He earned his master’'s degree from California
State University at Sacramento, California and
in 1963, he became Assistant Chief Probation
Officer in Yolo and Santa Barbara Counties
where he served for 15 years. In 1975, he
was appointed chair of the Santa Barbara
County Juvenile Justice Master Plan Task
Force. Throughout his life, Dale was a strong
advocate for criminal justice reform, firmly be-
lieving that no one is beyond redemption.

After his time as a probation officer, Dale
was appointed as executive director of two
corporations responsible for providing housing
for elderly and disabled persons in the East
Bay. Dale went on to share his expertise with
future generations, joining the University of
Phoenix as a Professor of Management, Soci-
ology, and Critical Thinking. As a faculty mem-
ber, he published an article through the Uni-
versity of Kiev in Ukraine entitled: “Professor
and Student Responsibilities—How are they
different?”.

December 7, 2022

As a strong proponent for affordable hous-
ing within the East Bay, Dale was involved
with many community organizations, serving
on the Board for the Golden Rain Foundation,
City of Benicia Housing Authority, and the
California Association of Homes and Services
for the Aging. Additionally, he was a founder
and Board Member for the Affordable Housing
Affiliation.

Please join me in honoring Dale Harrington,
who sadly passed away at the age of 84 on
October 9, 2022. He will be remembered for
his outstanding character and his commitment
to his community.

———

RECOGNIZING JEROME D. SCHAD’S
EXCEPTIONAL CAREER

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, today | am pleased to honor a man, Je-
rome “Jerry” Schad, and his lifetime of re-
markable work. Jerry has been a pillar within
the Western New York law community for
nearly five decades and a personal friend of
mine. Though Jerry’s retirement is imminent,
the work that he has done in private practice
and public service will long outlive his career.

A graduate of Geneva College, Duquesne
University, and the University at Buffalo Law
School, Jerry was admitted into the New York
State Bar Association in 1972. As a partner at
Hodgson Russ LLP, Jerry spent nearly thirty-
four years in litigation for his firm. His work
mainly focused on tort, commercial, and civil
litigation regarding compliance with disability
law. In his storied career, he litigated in the
New York State Supreme Court and handled
appeals to the Third and Fourth Appellate Di-
visions of the Supreme Court.

After retiring from private practice in June of
2005, Jerry began his journey in public serv-
ice. Beginning in 2012, as Majority Counsel to
the Erie County Legislature, Jerry advised the
Democratic majority on a wide variety of
pressing legal issues. In 2013, Jerry began
working as one of three Commissioners of the
Erie County Water Authority. He would con-
tinue this work for three terms, and it would in-
clude taking the role of Chair in 2018.

Meanwhile, Jerome Schad has been the
steady force and bedrock of the Amherst
Democratic Committee for the last decade.
Today, Jerry is recognized for all the work he
has done to advance its position and interests.

With his newfound free time, | trust that
Jerry will cherish more moments with his six
children, twelve grandchildren, and his loving
wife, Priscilla. Not to mention, it can be safely
assumed that Jerry will more frequently be
seen around Western New York’s golf
courses. As a long-tenured and vital leader of
our community, he deserves this time to enjoy
the things he loves most. On behalf of count-
less others, | would like to thank Jerry for all
his efforts through an exceptional career.
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