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her love of music, and her devotion to her 
faith, and began singing in church. 

Barbara sang regularly at her parish church, 
St. Peter, in Covington, Louisiana, as a cantor 
and choir member. She also made friends with 
the choir directors at the Catholic churches in 
Gulf Breeze and Pensacola Beach, Florida, 
and sang at Mass with their respective choirs 
during her frequent visits to the beach. Bar-
bara remained independent and active up until 
her time in the hospital before her passing and 
will be most remembered for her God-given 
natural beauty, lovely singing voice, and her 
passion and love she had for her family and 
God. 

Barbara was preceded in death by her 
mother Emma Palazzolo (Campione) and her 
father Joseph Palazzolo; her brother Jerome 
Palazzolo, and her sister Joyce Chiusano 
(Palazzolo), and is survived by her husband 
Anthony P. (AP) Marullo, Jr., her former hus-
band Jack W. Gallé Sr.; her five children, Jack 
(Jay) W. Gallé, Jr., Gina Bergeron (Gallé), 
Nicolle Polit (Gallé), Jude D. Marullo, and A.P. 
(Anthony) Marullo, III; and her two step-chil-
dren Joey C. Marullo, and Anna M. Marullo. 
Barbara is also survived by four adult grand-
children, Brittany A. Polit, Gabrielle A. 
Bergeron, Edward C. Bergeron III, and Private 
Second-Class Timothy J. King; nine grand-
children, Elizabeth, Mia, Rocco, Eli, Enzo, Ily, 
Cohen, Gage, and Mila; and two step-grand-
children, Kai and Elise. Barbara is also sur-
vived by her sister, Cynthia Hern (Palazzolo). 
May the Lord cradle His child Barbara; may 
she rest in peace. 

So many people’s lives have been enriched 
because of the love and passion she ex-
pressed in touching them along the way. 
While the grieving process never truly ends, I 
pray that the day will come when her memory 
brings a smile to their face before it brings a 
tear to their eyes. There are no words to de-
scribe how much she was loved, and how 
greatly she will be missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 
GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY 
OF THE NEW MONROE COUNTY 
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CEN-
TER 

HON. CARLOS A. GIMENEZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2022 

Mr. GIMENEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate today’s groundbreaking of the 
new Monroe County Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC). This center, which combines 
several existing emergency organizations in 
one 28,321-square-foot space, will greatly as-
sist county officials in the Florida Keys to pre-
pare for future natural disasters in our resilient 
community. 

Monroe County’s EOC previously occupied 
the top floor of the Marathon Government 
Center. In 2017, Hurricane Irma forced EOC 
staff to evacuate the center just one day be-
fore it made landfall 30 miles west of Mara-
thon, due to its lack of protections for Cat-
egory 3 and above hurricanes. 

The new EOC’s features include a 20-foot 
first floor elevation, Category-5 hurricane-hard-
ened walls, self-sustaining drinking water for 
up to 72 hours, and emergency power and 

communications systems. In addition, the loca-
tion, at the west end of Marathon International 
Airport, is highly strategic. If Overseas High-
way becomes unusable, the EOC will be able 
to quickly facilitate the dispersal of aid coming 
in through the airfield. This critical infrastruc-
ture will improve the county’s emergency re-
sponse capacity and ensures Monroe County 
will have the necessary tools to maintain resil-
iency and preparedness when natural disas-
ters impact our coast. I am proud that the 
state and federal governments assisted the 
county in securing $30.2 million of the nec-
essary funds to commence the project. 

South Florida’s residents face extreme 
weather every year, and improving hurricane 
resiliency is paramount. This long-overdue fa-
cility—Monroe County’s first dedicated emer-
gency operations center—will act as the cru-
cial hub for all future emergency responses. 
As a lifelong first responder who served as 
Fire Chief of the City of Miami Fire Depart-
ment during Hurricane Andrew and Mayor of 
Miami-Dade County for nine years, I know 
firsthand how important a rapid and effective 
disaster response is. I applaud all the individ-
uals and agencies who worked hard to make 
this center a reality, and I look forward to the 
speedy completion of the project. 
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HONORING THE 2022 WOMEN OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2022 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 2022 Women of the Year. 
The honorees represent some of the most out-
standing and dedicated women in California’s 
3rd Congressional District. Nominated by their 
peers, these women are recognized for the in-
tegral and crucial roles they play in improving 
the lives of everyone in their communities. 
This year marks the 102nd anniversary of the 
19th Amendment, which guaranteed and pro-
tected women’s constitutional right to vote. In 
securing the right to vote, suffragists broke 
through a seemingly impenetrable barrier to 
women’s full and equal citizenship in our 
country, signaling a new era of equality. Yet, 
even today, women still face significant bar-
riers to their rights and liberties from pay dis-
crimination to criminalizing women’s reproduc-
tive rights. I take heart that each of this year’s 
honorees will be a vital part of the work left to 
be done to realize women’s full equality and 
rights. 

The 2022 Women of the Year are: 
Tracy Lahr is a dedicated and passionate 

teacher who has touched the lives of count-
less students. Several of her students took the 
time to write letters nominating her as a 
Woman of the Year, :describing her as loving, 
thoughtful, kind, supportive, uplifting, encour-
aging, and so much more. Their stories de-
scribe a woman who goes above and beyond 
to engage each and every one of her stu-
dents, providing a supportive presence in their 
life as well as an inspirational force pushing 
them to pursue their passions and excel in 
school and beyond. Tracy teaches Drama, 
Show Choir, and Leadership classes at Lower 
Lake High School where students say she 
never stops working hard on their behalf. She 

encourages students to become involved in 
the performing arts and to grow their leader-
ship skills. Her work makes the school a more 
vibrant place for every student and helps 
many discover new talents and interests. 
Tracy truly cares about the health and well- 
being of each of her students and makes an 
effort to connect with every one of them, offer-
ing support whenever it is needed. Educators 
play such a critical role in our communities 
and the lives of every young person. Tracy is 
an exceptional teacher who is a shining exam-
ple of what it means to be a positive force in 
a student’s life. While her school is surely 
sorry to see her retire from teaching, it is well- 
earned through her years of dedication to her 
students. 

Jill LeVake Abruzzini is an agricultural con-
sultant and youth advocate who is an integral 
member of her community. She is a third-gen-
eration member of California Women for Agri-
culture and has served as a representative for 
the involvement of young women in agriculture 
in a variety of capacities. After graduating col-
lege, Jill went on to become one of the young-
est women Pest Control Advisers in the state. 
As not only the youngest but one of only a 
handful of women in this male-dominated pro-
fession, one of her greatest accomplishments 
in the role has been mentoring other young 
women. She was invited to share her experi-
ences as a panelist for the Grow by FarmHer 
event at the World Ag Expo and served as a 
member of the Cal Poly Crop Science Advi-
sory Board. Over the past two decades, she 
has served in a variety of leadership positions 
and was recently promoted to Western Mar-
keting Manager with Corteva AgriScience, 
overseeing operations in nine western states. 
She has dedicated her entire adult life to help-
ing farmers with their crop protection needs 
and can frequently be found walking orchards, 
advising growers on how to manage pests and 
bring in a healthy crop. In addition to her pro-
fessional accomplishments and active commu-
nity involvement, she has three children who 
share her passions and are active in sports, 
4–H and FFA. Her strong commitment to 
youth in the Yuba-Sutter area is demonstrated 
by her active involvement and leadership in 4– 
H and FFA programs. She serves on the Yuba 
Sutter Junior Livestock Auction Committee 
and has been a Governor appointee to the 
Yuba-Sutter Fair Board for six years. Jill is an 
integral member of the Yuba-Sutter agricul-
tural community and an inspirational mentor 
for young women in agriculture. 

Emily Lo is a dedicated first responder who 
has spent 31 years as a firefighter, excelling 
in a career that has not always welcomed 
women. She immigrated to the United States 
with her family in 1981 and after attending So-
lano Community College Fire Academy, was 
hired by the City of Fairfield Fire Department. 
A year and a half later, she joined the Davis 
Fire Department, where she has served ever 
since. Since then, she has earned an Asso-
ciate of Science in Fire Technology from 
American River College, and a Bachelor of 
Science in Fire Service Management from 
California State University, Sacramento. She 
was promoted to Fire Captain in 2002, and in 
February 2022, after 31 years in the fire serv-
ice, she became the first female and Asian- 
American Battalion Chief in Davis Fire Depart-
ment history. The dedication and strength 
needed to serve for 31 years as a firefighter 
is impressive for anyone, but even more so for 
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a minority woman working in a field dominated 
by men. Throughout her decades-long fire 
service career, she has been an active mem-
ber of her union, Davis Firefighters Local 
3494, serving as its Treasurer. She also 
serves as Co-Chair and Commissioner to the 
California Fire Fighter Joint Apprenticeship 
Committee’s Commission to recruit women for 
the fire service, helping to mentor and encour-
age young female firefighters. She also volun-
teers every year during the Davis Firefighter’s 
‘‘Fill-the-Boot’’ Thanksgiving Basket program 
and gives her time working with a local non- 
profit organization supporting breast cancer 
survivors. Through her unselfish service, integ-
rity, strength, and humility, she is an inspira-
tion to all who know her. 

Olga Martin Steele is a strong and selfless 
leader. She is a member of Soroptimist Inter-
national of Clear Lake where she has served 
twice as president, bringing new ideas and en-
ergy to the group as they serve women in 
need. She has also served on the Board of Di-
rectors as Public Relations Officer and has au-
thored many publications honoring the mem-
bers, events, and the club’s purpose. Olga is 
a founding member of the Lake County Silver 
Foundation which was formed to help close 
funding gaps for senior programs facing budg-
et shortfalls. She has served as the founda-
tion’s secretary since 2017 working to suc-
cessfully serve seniors throughout Lake Coun-
ty. Olga is also a member of the all-volunteer 
Lake County Community Radio 98.1 FM to 
support freedom of speech platform and com-
munity radio where she is currently serving 
her 3rd term as President of the Board of Di-
rectors, responsible for budget setting, fund 
development, and policy making. Beyond this 
Olga also serves as a radio programmer of 
‘‘Voices of Lake County’’ where she hosts and 
produces a list of weekly public affairs and 
public interest stories. Olga is a dedicated 
community servant who brings skilled leader-
ship to all she does. 

Christa McClure is a dedicated community 
servant who works tirelessly to improve the 
lives of people throughout her community. She 
is currently the Acting Executive Director of 
Tri-County Respite Care Service, Inc. where 
she oversees a staff of more than 100 respite 
care workers and administrative staff. Tri- 
County Respite Care Service is a non-profit 
organization serving Yuba, Sutter, Colusa, Ne-
vada, and Placer counties. Under her leader-
ship, the organization provides critical support 
to caregivers of families with special needs 
and works to improve the lives of disabled in-
dividuals through increased self-reliance. 
Christa has also worked in non-profit housing 
and assisted in the development and imple-
mentation of the State Healthcare Exchanges 
in Montana and Colorado which were created 
under the Affordable Care Act. Since 2019, 
Christa has served in many capacities on the 
Casa De Esperanza Board of Directors where 
she has generously donated her time to en-
sure the health of this important organization. 
Christa has dedicated years to working with 
others to improve her community through ad-
vocacy, philanthropy, and public service work. 
She is also a loving wife, mother of 8 children, 
and grandmother of 5 grandsons, and is a 
wonderful role model to all who know her. 

Dr. Frances McCullough is a lifelong edu-
cational professional committed to community 
enrichment and supporting literacy and learn-
ing in Solano County. Frances founded the 

Solano County Commission for Women and 
Girls to improve the economic status, health 
and social welfare, and overall quality of life 
for women and girls in Solano County. She is 
involved with the National Council of Negro 
Women, the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, is President of 
the Solano Community College Educational 
Foundation, and is a member of the Solano 
County Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
where she is founding and coordinating a 
youth academy for Solano County. Frances is 
most well known for her work with the Solano 
County Library Foundation where she is a 
member of the Board of Directors. In her re-
tirement, Frances has been an active and 
dedicated community servant, helping with the 
founding of childcare services, founding the 
Friends of the Library, organizing a civic and 
social club for African Americans, organizing 
an annual Black History Program, and leading 
a Food Bank to feed countless county resi-
dents. Her civic involvement and volunteer 
work have been honored many times over the 
years. She has been named Grand Marshal 
for the City of Fairfield’s 4th of July Independ-
ence Day Parade, Wednesday Club Volunteer 
of the Month, Tri-City NAACP Medal of Free-
dom recipient, Honorary Commander at Travis 
Air Force Base, Special Ambassador for Cali-
fornia Assemblymember Jim Frazier, Solano 
County Northern Democrat of the Year, and 
Woman of the Year for Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority’s Solano Valley Chapter. Frances treats 
volunteer work as her civic duty and serves 
her community with generosity and humility. 

Danette Mitchell is an Opinion Columnist for 
The Vacaville Reporter and a fierce advocate 
on a variety of important social issues. She is 
passionate about elevating Black voices 
throughout Solano County, ensuring their per-
spective is heard and represented. Danette 
has faithfully served as the Tri-City NAACP 
Communications, Press, and Publicity Com-
mittee Chair since 2017 where she monitors 
local and national ’media for issues and con-
cerns impacting the Black Community. In that 
role she works to counteract derogatory and 
erroneous statements in local news media 
about African Americans and other minority 
groups, issuing press releases and statements 
on behalf of the Tri-City NAACP. Danette also 
serves as an advocate for missing and ex-
ploited African Americans. She has partnered 
with other Solano County residents, hosting a 
Human Trafficking Awareness event in Vallejo, 
a city that reports the highest incidence of 
human trafficking in Solano County. In 2021, 
Danette interviewed the national Black and 
Missing Foundation founders featured in the 
‘‘Black and Missing’’ documentary series 
hosted by journalist Soledad O’Brien. Danette 
also served as the planning committee co- 
chair and member for Vacaville’s Inaugural 
Black History Celebration and subsequent An-
nual Black History Celebration. Danette is an 
important voice in our community helping to lift 
others up and celebrate an important commu-
nity that does not always receive adequate 
representation. 

Jessica Moser is a tremendous leader that 
touches many lives of those throughout our 
district and beyond. Jessica works as a Mate-
rial Coordinator for Vertex Aerospace, deliv-
ering aircraft parts and equipment in support 
of the KC–JOA Extender aerial refueling tank-
er at Travis Air Force Base. Beyond her work, 
Jessica was the President of the Travis 

Spouse’s Club and is the Lead Key Spouse 
for the 660 Aircraft Maintenance Squadron at 
Travis AFB. As President of the Travis 
Spouse’s Club, she was able to network with 
base personnel, their dependents, and the 
local community to help care for all personnel 
and families assigned to Team Travis. She 
has mentored more than 146 dependents, 85 
of whom were dealing with their first deploy-
ment overseas. Jessica captained the logistics 
for Operation Homefront, Operation Proud 
Farewell, Operation Cookie Drop, the Cost of 
Courage Foundation, Wreaths Across Amer-
ica, a Holiday Meals military food drive, and a 
JROTC uniform drive. Jessica also brought 
her leadership to a global effort when she led 
an ‘‘End Polio’’ community project. Her team 
coordinated four fundraisers that generated 
$24 thousand, securing 65 million vaccines, 
and directly contributing to the goal of world-
wide eradication of polio. Jessica was also 
pivotal in supporting deployed members 
across the Department of Defense during the 
Afghanistan Non-combatant Evacuation Oper-
ation. She rallied the community and sponsors 
to help build care packages, easing the stress 
of service members during the largest rescue 
in history. Jessica is an active volunteer with 
a variety of national and local non-profits 
bringing resources to military families. Her 
dedication to service members and their fami-
lies and her commitment to service before self 
have been recognized before when she was 
named the Air Force Nominee for the Depart-
ment of Defense Fisher Distinguished Civilian 
Humanitarian Award. 

Amy Nore is an inspirational leader in her 
community who exemplifies what it means to 
be a servant leader throughout every aspect 
of her life. In her role as Community Engage-
ment & Emergency Response Administrator 
for the Yuba County Office of Education, Amy 
is the face of the Yuba County Office of Edu-
cation. She actively participates in every com-
munity event in both Yuba and Sutter coun-
ties, not only representing the Office of Edu-
cation, but also volunteering her time along-
side her husband, children, and her children’s 
families. One of the most difficult roles she 
has taken on was helping to lead the Yuba 
County Office of Education through the un-
precedented and turbulent times of the 
COVID–19 pandemic, but she led with bravery 
and grace. Amy is also involved in many com-
munity organizations, such as the Yuba Sutter 
Task Force, Blue Zones, Yuba Sutter Food 
Bank, SAYLove, Marysville Art Club, Yuba 
Sutter Colusa United Way, Yuba Sutter Cham-
ber of Commerce, and South Yuba County 
Rotary. Amy is an active leader in her commu-
nity, generously giving her time to countless 
events and organizations. 

Doreen Osumi is a compassionate and 
dedicated leader in the public school system. 
She currently serves as the Yuba City Unified 
School District Superintendent where her work 
and mentorship have impacted countless indi-
viduals in the field of education. Her leader-
ship has not only benefitted every student in 
the district but has played an important role in 
mentoring the next generation of public edu-
cators. Taking leadership of a community 
beset by wildfires, unsafe air quality, floods, 
and the global COVID–19 pandemic, Doreen 
has risen to meet the moment. She has 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:56 Oct 19, 2022 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A18OC8.010 E18OCPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1058 October 18, 2022 
helped her community cope with the environ-
mental challenge and compensate for the dif-
ficulties of learning during the COVID–19 pan-
demic all the while expressing her passion for 
public education. 

Doriss Panduro is an outstanding leader 
and public servant in the Solano County com-
munity. A lifelong resident of Fairfield, she has 
become involved with a wide variety of com-
munity-based organizations, nonprofits, and 
grassroots advocacy groups to give back and 
be of service to the city that raised her. Doriss 
is a board member of APAPA Solano County 
Chapter and board member and past presi-
dent of the Solano Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce. Doriss has served in various public re-
lations roles where she has connected individ-
uals to resources locally and at the State 
level. She has also worked for three State leg-
islators in the district and State capitol serving 
her community, She has been a huge advo-
cate for small businesses and the Hispanic 
community throughout Solano County. This 
depth and breadth of experience have contrib-
uted to her success as a Fairfield City Coun-
cilwoman where she has had the opportunity 
to touch the lives of everyone in the City of 
Fairfield. 

Courtney Payne is a compassionate com-
munity advocate who demonstrates selfless-
ness in all that she does. She is a licensed in-
surance agent and focuses on helping people 
navigate Medicare and other healthcare op-
tions as well as creating, building, and pro-
tecting their retirement. Through her work, she 
has become a phenomenal advocate for sen-
iors throughout her community. Prior to work-
ing in insurance, Courtney worked in the field 
of psychology, helping children on the autism 
spectrum. Motivated by her experiences as a 
single parent and the needs she saw in oth-
ers, she began her passion project, Threads 
to Thrive, an organization that provides busi-
ness attire to men and women who cannot 
otherwise afford professional attire needed for 
interviews and new employment. This assist-
ance helps remove a barrier to employment 
and improves confidence for many community 
members. Courtney also gives her time volun-
teering with a wide variety of other community 
organizations and nonprofits where she is 
known for her hard work and generosity. 

Darelyn Pazdel is a dedicated and pas-
sionate role model to everyone in her commu-
nity. She is the current Director of Workforce 
Inclusion, Community Integration, and Trans-
portation for PRIDE Industries, an organization 
that works to create employment for people 
with disabilities. Darelyn is a fierce advocate 
for people of all abilities, consistently dem-
onstrating her belief that all people have tal-
ent, and that when people of all abilities know 
they are respected and have an opportunity to 
contribute, they can reach their full potential. 
Darelyn has also been a part of the Fairfield 
Suisun Chamber of Commerce for over a dec-
ade where she currently serves as Chair of 
the Board of Directors. Along with the ’amaz-
ing work she does in her professional capac-
ity, she is an advocate for her community and 
gives back in any way she can. Darelyn is 
known as both a champion for small busi-
nesses as well as a strong advocate for indi-
viduals with disabilities in our community. 

I congratulate each of them and commend 
them for their work. I am inspired by them and 
firmly believe when women succeed, America 
succeeds! 

APPRECIATION FOR THOSE IN-
VOLVED IN THE PRESERVATION 
OF KETTLE CREEK BATTLE-
FIELD 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 18, 2022 

Mr. HICE of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the preservation of the 
American Revolutionary War battlefield site at 
Kettle Creek and to thank all of those individ-
uals involved in this effort over the years. 

Throughout my time in Congress, I have 
been a strong advocate for preserving Amer-
ica’s historic battlefields. I have supported nu-
merous battlefield conservation efforts and 
have pushed for the preservation of the Kettle 
Creek Battlefield. 

During the 115th Congress, I introduced 
H.R. 6108, the Preserving America’s Battle-
fields Act, to reauthorize the Battlefield Land 
Acquisition Grants Program to ensure the suc-
cessful preservation of the Revolutionary War, 
War of 1812, and Civil War battlefields. 

During the 116th Congress, I introduced 
H.R. 306, the Kettle Creek Battlefield Survey 
Act. The legislation would help evaluate the 
significance of the Kettle Creek battlefield site 
and determine its suitability as a designated 
unit of the National Park System. 

America’s preserved battlefields stand as 
magnificent memorials to our Nation’s history 
and the courage of those individuals who gave 
the ‘‘last full measure of devotion’’ to our 
country. People who visit these historical sites 
cannot help but walk away with a greater ap-
preciation of the sacrifices necessary to se-
cure the freedoms we enjoy today. 

Congress has made significant strides in 
preserving the history of America. Unfortu-
nately, too many of our Nation’s founding mo-
ments, including many Revolutionary War bat-
tlefields, are slowly disappearing with the pas-
sage of time. As these places fade away, 
Americans become unaware that many of our 
Nation’s defining moments occurred right in 
their own backyards. 

Kettle Creek Battlefield will not be forgotten 
thanks to the dedication and hard work of so 
many organizations and individuals. 

Located in Wilkes County, Georgia, the Bat-
tle of Kettle Creek occurred on February 14, 
1779. It was a significant victory for the Patriot 
forces during the Southern Campaign of the 
American Revolutionary War. 

Led by Colonel Andrew Pickens, Patriot 
forces made a surprise attack on a large Brit-
ish allied Tory militia marching toward Au-
gusta, Georgia. Despite outnumbering the Pa-
triot forces nearly two to one, the ensuing 
four-hour bloody battle resulted in significant 
casualties for the Tory forces. With the Tory 
forces fleeing the battlefield, a Patriot victory 
was won. This valiant effort by Colonel Pick-
ens and his men stopped any hope of a Brit-
ish advance into the backcountry frontier of 
Georgia. 

One of the notable stories from the battle I’d 
like to share is about an individual named 
Austin Dabney. Despite being a slave, Mr. 
Dabney was a private in the Patriot militia and 
served with honor and distinction until he was 
wounded at the Battle of Kettle Creek. 

And though crippled, after the battle, he re-
turned to servitude. Mr. Dabney’s actions that 

day were not forgotten. In fact, after the war 
in 1786, an official act of the Georgia State 
Legislature emancipated Mr. Dabney and 
granted him 50 acres of land and an annual 
pension. This short statement of Mr. Dabney 
only scratches the surface of his incredible 
story. And yet it’s something that we need 
never forget. 

Efforts to preserve the sacred site of the 
Kettle Creek Battlefield date back nearly one 
hundred years. Many individuals and organiza-
tions, including U.S. Senator Richard Russell 
and the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, have tried to ensure that this hallowed 
ground, and its priceless stories are not lost to 
time. Thankfully, a few individuals persevered. 

Following a momentous visit by the National 
Park Service Acting Director Dan Smith, the 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of the Inte-
rior, David Bernhardt, finally designated the 
Kettle Creek Battlefield as an affiliated site of 
the National Park Service on January 14, 
2021. 

With this designation, the National Park 
Service recognized the national significance of 
the Kettle Creek victory and committed to pre-
serving this vital part of history for future gen-
erations. 

This recognition is an enormous win for 
those who have spent years working towards 
this goal. I want to extend a special ‘thank 
you’ to a few individuals and organizations 
who went above and beyond the call of duty 
and helped make this day happen. 

First, I want to thank the community leaders 
of Wilkes County, including the Board of Com-
missioners, for their years of hard work that 
made it possible for Kettle Creek Battlefield to 
receive the recognition it deserves. 

I also want to thank former University of 
Georgia football coach (GO DAWGS!) and 
Civil War historian Vince Dooley and the 
American Battlefield Trust for acquiring 180 
acres of the battlefield to transform these hal-
lowed grounds into an educational, historic 
destination. 

Finally, I want to offer the most significant 
gesture of appreciation to Dr. Joe Harris and 
the Kettle Creek Battlefield Association. The 
incredible efforts of Dr. Harris and the KCBA 
to preserve the battlefield and its stories 
should be an inspirational example of what 
tireless dedication and selfless public service 
will achieve. 

These individuals and countless others from 
across the community, region, the State of 
Georgia, and beyond have made it possible to 
ensure future generations can learn about and 
appreciate this important part of Georgian and 
American history. 

I hope that one day my colleagues in this 
chamber and their constituents will visit the 
storied grounds of what Colonel Pickens de-
scribed as the most significant victory of the 
Southern Campaign and a place where a 
young African American Patriot earned his 
freedom 86 years prior to the end of slavery, 
for I firmly believe they are more than signifi-
cant enough to preserve for future genera-
tions. 

I am proud to have been a part of the effort 
to preserve the history of Kettle Creek. I invite 
my colleagues to join me in celebrating this 
achievement, and I give my heartfelt apprecia-
tion to those individuals that made this mo-
ment possible. 
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