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HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
419, a bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for a full annu-
ity supplement for certain air traffic
controllers.
S. 437
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS), the Senator from
New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER),
the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA), the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RI1sCcH) and the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. WYDEN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 437, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to concede expo-
sure to airborne hazards and toxins
from burn pits under certain cir-
cumstances, and for other purposes.
S. 450
At the request of Mr. BURR, the name
of the Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
HAGERTY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 450, a bill to award posthumously
the Congressional Gold Medal to Em-
mett Till and Mamie Till-Mobley.
S. 459
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 459, a bill to amend
the National Voter Registration Act of
1993 and the Help America Vote Act of
2002 to promote integrity in voter reg-
istration, the casting of ballots, and
the tabulation of ballots in elections
for Federal office, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 460
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) and the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 460, a bill to extend
the authority for Federal contractors
to reimburse employees unable to per-
form work due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic from March 31, 2021, to Sep-
tember 30, 2021.
S. 465
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 465, a bill to establish and support
public awareness campaigns to address
COVID-19-related health disparities
and promote vaccination.
S. 475
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 475, a bill to amend title
5, United States Code, to designate
Juneteenth National Independence Day
as a legal public holiday.
S. 479
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 479, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to rein-
state advance refunding bonds.
S. 488
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
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MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 488, a bill to provide for congres-
sional review of actions to terminate
or waive sanctions imposed with re-
spect to Iran.
S.J. RES. 7

At the request of Mr. LEE, the name
of the Senator from Tennessee (Mrs.
BLACKBURN) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 7, a joint resolution dis-
approving the action of the District of
Columbia Council in approving the

Minor Consent for Vaccinations
Amendment Act of 2020.
S. RES. 72

At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) and the Senator
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN) were added
as cosponsors of S. Res. 72, a resolution
opposing the lifting of sanctions im-
posed with respect to Iran without ad-
dressing the full scope of Iran’s malign
activities, including its nuclear pro-
gram, ballistic and cruise missile capa-
bilities, weapons proliferation, support
for terrorism, hostage-taking, gross
human rights violations, and other de-
stabilizing activities.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION

By Mr. THUNE:

S. 495. A bill to prioritize the alloca-
tion of H-2B visas for States with low
unemployment rates; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 495

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Prioritizing
Help to Businesses Act’’.

SEC. 2. PRIORITIZING THE ALLOCATION OF H-2B
VISAS FOR STATES WITH LOW UNEM-
PLOYMENT RATES.

Section 214(g)(10) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1184(g)(10)) is
amended to read as follows:

‘“(10)(A) Except as provided in subpara-
graphs (B) and (C), the numerical limitation
under paragraph (1)(B) shall not apply to H-
2B visas issued to aliens for positions that
are certified for employment pursuant to
subpart A of part 6565 of title 20, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, to perform service or labor
in a State that had a seasonally adjusted un-
employment rate of 3.5 percent or lower in at
least 3 of the 6 most recent monthly reports
issued by the Bureau of Labor Statistics dur-
ing the previous fiscal half year cor-
responding to each allotment period of H-2B
visas pursuant to subpart A of part 655 of
title 20, Code of Federal Regulations.

‘“(B) The number of aliens exempted from
the numerical limitation pursuant to sub-
paragraph (A) in any State during any fiscal
year may not exceed the lesser of—

‘(i) 125 percent of the number of visas
issued to aliens working in such State during
the most recently concluded fiscal year; or

“(ii) 2,500.
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‘(C) If more H-2B visa applications are re-
ceived in a fiscal year on behalf of aliens de-
siring to work in a State described in sub-
paragraph (A) than the limit set forth in sub-
paragraph (B)—

‘(i) eligible applicants, in a number equal
to such limit, shall be selected, by lottery,
from such applications for the exemption
under subparagraph (A); and

‘‘(ii) the remaining applicants shall be sub-
ject to the numerical limitation under para-
graph (1)(B).”.

By Mr. DURBIN:

S. 511. A Dbill to establish the
Bronzeville-Black Metropolis National
Heritage Area in the State of Illinois,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 511

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Bronzeville-
Black Metropolis National Heritage Area
Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) HERITAGE AREA.—The term ‘‘Heritage
Area’ means the Bronzeville-Black Metropo-
lis National Heritage Area established by
section 3(a).

(2) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The term
“local coordinating entity’’ means the local
coordinating entity for the Heritage Area
designated by section 4(a).

(3) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The term ‘‘man-
agement plan’ means the plan developed by
the local coordinating entity under section
5(a).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(5) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the
State of Illinois.

SEC. 3. BRONZEVILLE-BLACK METROPOLIS NA-
TIONAL HERITAGE AREA.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the Brongzeville-Black Metropolis National
Heritage Area in the State.

(b) BOUNDARIES.—The Heritage Area shall
consist of the region in the city of Chicago,
Illinois, bounded as follows:

(1) 18th Street on the North to 22nd Street
on the South, from Lake Michigan on the
East to Wentworth Avenue on the West.

(2) 22nd Street on the North to 35th Street
on the South, from Lake Michigan on the
East to the Dan Ryan Expressway on the
West.

(3) 35th Street on the North to 47th Street
on the South, from Lake Michigan on the
East to the B&O Railroad (Stewart Avenue)
on the West.

(4) 47th Street on the North to 55th Street
on the South, from Cottage Grove Avenue on
the East to the Dan Ryan Expressway on the
West.

(5) 55th Street on the North to 67th Street
on the South, from State Street on the West
to Cottage Grove Avenue/South Chicago Ave-
nue on the East.

(6) 67th Street on the North to 7lst Street
on the South, from Cottage Grove Avenue/
South Chicago Avenue on the West to the
Metra Railroad tracks on the East.

SEC. 4. DESIGNATION OF LOCAL COORDINATING
ENTITY.

(a) LOCAL COORDINATING ENTITY.—The

Black Metropolis National Heritage Area
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Commission shall be the local coordinating
entity for the Heritage Area.

(b) AUTHORITIES OF LOCAL COORDINATING
ENTITY.—The local coordinating entity may,
for purposes of preparing and implementing
the management plan, use Federal funds
made available under this Act—

(1) to prepare reports, studies, interpretive
exhibits and programs, historic preservation
projects, and other activities recommended
in the management plan for the Heritage
Area;

(2) to make grants to the State, political
subdivisions of the State, nonprofit organiza-
tions, and other persons;

(3) to enter into cooperative agreements
with the State, political subdivisions of the
State, nonprofit organizations, and other or-
ganizations;

(4) to hire and compensate staff;

(5) to obtain funds or services from any
source, including funds and services provided
under any other Federal program or law; and

(6) to contract for goods and services.

(c) DUTIES OF LOCAL COORDINATING ENTI-
TY.—To further the purposes of the Heritage
Area, the local coordinating entity shall—

(1) prepare a management plan for the Her-
itage Area in accordance with section 5;

(2) give priority to the implementation of
actions, goals, and strategies set forth in the
management plan, including assisting units
of government and other persons in—

(A) carrying out programs and projects
that recognize and protect important re-
source values in the Heritage Area;

(B) encouraging economic viability in the
Heritage Area in accordance with the goals
of the management plan;

(C) establishing and maintaining interpre-
tive exhibits in the Heritage Area;

(D) developing heritage-based recreational
and educational opportunities for residents
and visitors in the Heritage Area;

(E) increasing public awareness of and ap-
preciation for the natural, historic, and cul-
tural resources of the Heritage Area;

(F) restoring historic buildings that are—

(i) located in the Heritage Area; and

(ii) related to the themes of the Heritage
Area; and

(G) installing throughout the Heritage
Area clear, consistent, and appropriate signs
identifying public access points and sites of
interest;

(3) consider the interests of diverse units of
government, businesses, tourism officials,
private property owners, and nonprofit
groups within the Heritage Area in devel-
oping and implementing the management
plan;

(4) conduct public meetings at least semi-
annually regarding the development and im-
plementation of the management plan; and

(5) for any fiscal year for which Federal
funds are received under this Act—

(A) submit to the Secretary an annual re-
port that describes—

(i) the accomplishments of the local co-
ordinating entity;

(ii) the expenses and income of the local
coordinating entity; and

(iii) the entities to which the local coordi-
nating entity made any grants;

(B) make available for audit all records re-
lating to the expenditure of the Federal
funds and any matching funds; and

(C) require, with respect to all agreements
authorizing the expenditure of Federal funds
by other organizations, that the receiving
organizations make available for audit all
records relating to the expenditure of the
Federal funds.

SEC. 5. MANAGEMENT PLAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date on which funds are first made
available to carry out this Act, the local co-
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ordinating entity shall prepare and submit
to the Secretary a management plan for the
Heritage Area.

(b) CONTENTS.—The management plan for
the Heritage Area shall—

(1) include comprehensive policies, strate-
gies, and recommendations for the conserva-
tion, funding, management, and development
of the Heritage Area;

(2) take into consideration existing State
and local plans;

(3) specify the existing and potential
sources of funding to protect, manage, and
develop the Heritage Area;

(4) include an inventory of the natural, his-
toric, cultural, educational, scenic, and rec-
reational resources of the Heritage Area re-
lating to the themes of the Heritage Area
that should be preserved, restored, managed,
developed, or maintained; and

(6) include an analysis of, and rec-
ommendations for, ways in which Federal,
State, and local programs, may best be co-
ordinated to further the purposes of this Act,
including recommendations for the role of
the National Park Service in the Heritage
Area.

(c) DISQUALIFICATION FrROM FUNDING.—If a
proposed management plan is not submitted
to the Secretary by the date that is 3 years
after the date on which funds are first made
available to carry out this Act, the local co-
ordinating entity may not receive additional
funding under this Act until the date on
which the Secretary receives the proposed
management plan.

(d) APPROVAL AND DISAPPROVAL OF MAN-
AGEMENT PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the local coordi-
nating entity submits the management plan
to the Secretary, the Secretary shall approve
or disapprove the proposed management
plan.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining
whether to approve or disapprove the man-
agement plan, the Secretary shall consider
whether—

(A) the local coordinating entity is rep-
resentative of the diverse interests of the
Heritage Area, including governments, nat-
ural and historic resource protection organi-
zations, educational institutions, businesses,
and recreational organizations;

(B) the local coordinating entity has pro-
vided adequate opportunities (including pub-
lic meetings) for public and governmental in-
volvement in the preparation of the manage-
ment plan;

(C) the resource protection and interpreta-
tion strategies contained in the management
plan, if implemented, would adequately pro-
tect the natural, historic, and cultural re-
sources of the Heritage Area; and

(D) the management plan is supported by
the appropriate State and local officials, the
cooperation of which is needed to ensure the
effective implementation of the State and
local aspects of the management plan.

(3) DISAPPROVAL AND REVISIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary dis-
approves a proposed management plan, the
Secretary shall—

(i) advise the local coordinating entity, in
writing, of the reasons for the disapproval;
and

(ii) make recommendations for revision of
the proposed management plan.

(B) APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL.—The Sec-
retary shall approve or disapprove a revised
management plan not later than 180 days
after the date on which the revised manage-
ment plan is submitted.

(e) APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-
view and approve or disapprove substantial
amendments to the management plan in ac-
cordance with subsection (d).
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(2) FUNDING.—Funds appropriated under
this Act may not be expended to implement
any changes made by an amendment to the
management plan until the Secretary ap-
proves the amendment.

SEC. 6. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER FEDERAL
AGENCIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act af-
fects the authority of a Federal agency to
provide technical or financial assistance
under any other law.

(b) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—The
head of any Federal agency planning to con-
duct activities that may have an impact on
the Heritage Area is encouraged to consult
and coordinate the activities with the Sec-
retary and the local coordinating entity to
the extent practicable.

(c) OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Nothing in
this Act—

(1) modifies, alters, or amends any law or
regulation authorizing a Federal agency to
manage Federal land under the jurisdiction
of the Federal agency;

(2) limits the discretion of a Federal land
manager to implement an approved land use
plan within the boundaries of the Heritage
Area; or

(3) modifies, alters, or amends any author-
ized use of Federal land under the jurisdic-
tion of a Federal agency.

SEC. 7. PRIVATE PROPERTY AND REGULATORY
PROTECTIONS.

Nothing in this Act—

(1) abridges the rights of any property
owner (whether public or private), including
the right to refrain from participating in any
plan, project, program, or activity conducted
within the Heritage Area;

(2) requires any property owner to permit
public access (including access by Federal,
State, or local agencies) to the property of
the property owner, or to modify public ac-
cess or use of property of the property owner
under any other Federal, State, or local law;

(3) alters any duly adopted land use regula-
tion, approved land use plan, or other regu-
latory authority of any Federal, State, or
local agency, or conveys any land use or
other regulatory authority to the local co-
ordinating entity;

(4) authorizes or implies the reservation or
appropriation of water or water rights;

(5) diminishes the authority of the State to
manage fish and wildlife, including the regu-
lation of fishing and hunting within the Her-
itage Area; or

(6) creates any liability, or affects any li-
ability under any other law, of any private
property owner with respect to any person
injured on the private property.

SEC. 8. EVALUATION; REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years be-
fore the date on which authority for Federal
funding terminates for the Heritage Area,
the Secretary shall—

(1) conduct an evaluation of the accom-
plishments of the Heritage Area; and

(2) prepare a report in accordance with sub-
section (c).

(b) EVALUATION.—An evaluation conducted
under subsection (a)(1) shall—

(1) assess the progress of the local coordi-
nating entity with respect to—

(A) accomplishing the purposes of this Act
for the Heritage Area; and

(B) achieving the goals and objectives of
the approved management plan for the Herit-
age Area;

(2) analyze the Federal, State, local, and
private investments in the Heritage Area to
determine the leverage and impact of the in-
vestments; and

(3) review the management structure, part-
nership relationships, and funding of the
Heritage Area for purposes of identifying the
critical components for sustainability of the
Heritage Area.



S958

(c) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Based on the evaluation
conducted under subsection (a)(1), the Sec-
retary shall prepare a report that includes
recommendations for the future role of the
National Park Service, if any, with respect
to the Heritage Area.

(2) REQUIRED ANALYSIS.—If the report pre-
pared under paragraph (1) recommends that
Federal funding for the Heritage Area be re-
authorized, the report shall include an anal-
ysis of—

(A) ways in which Federal funding for the
Heritage Area may be reduced or eliminated;
and

(B) the appropriate time period necessary
to achieve the recommended reduction or
elimination.

(3) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—On comple-
tion of the report, the Secretary shall sub-
mit the report to—

(A) the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives.

SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated to carry out this Act $10,000,000,
of which not more than $1,000,000 may be au-
thorized to be appropriated for any fiscal
year.

(b) COST-SHARING REQUIREMENT.—The Fed-
eral share of the cost of any activity carried
out using funds made available under this
Act shall be not more than 50 percent.

SEC. 10. TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.

The authority of the Secretary to provide
financial assistance under this Act termi-
nates on the date that is 15 years after the
date of enactment of this Act.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  78—NOTI-
FYING THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF THE ELEC-
TION OF THE SECRETARY OF
THE SENATE

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 78

Resolved, That the President of the United
States be notified of the election of the Hon-
orable Sonceria Ann Berry as Secretary of
the Senate.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  79—NOTI-
FYING THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES OF THE ELEC-
TION OF THE SECRETARY OF
THE SENATE

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 79

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives be notified of the election of the Honor-
able Sonceria Ann Berry as Secretary of the
Senate.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 80—ESTAB-
LISHING THE SENATE HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSION

Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. TILLIS,
Mr. DURBIN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, and Mr. LANKFORD) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

ferred to the Committee on Rules and
Administration:
S. RES. 80

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SENATE HUMAN
SION.

(a) COMMISSION ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in the
Senate the Senate Human Rights Commis-
sion (in this section referred to as the ‘‘Com-
mission’’).

(2) DUTIES.—The Commission shall—

(A) serve as a forum for bipartisan discus-
sion of international human rights issues
and promotion of internationally recognized
human rights as enshrined in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights;

(B) raise awareness of international human
rights violations through regular briefings
and hearings; and

(C) collaborate with congressional commit-
tees and other congressional entities, the ex-
ecutive branch, human rights entities, and
nongovernmental organizations to promote
human rights initiatives within the Senate.

(3) LIMITATIONS.—The Commission shall
not—

(A) have legislative jurisdiction;

(B) have authority to take legislative ac-
tion on any bill or resolution; or

(C) encroach upon the jurisdiction of any
standing, select, or special committee of the
Senate.

(4) MEMBERSHIP.—Any Senator may be-
come a member of the Commission by sub-
mitting a written statement to that effect to
the Commission.

(5) CO-CHAIRPERSONS OF THE COMMISSION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Two members of the
Commission shall be appointed to serve as
co-chairpersons of the Commission, as fol-
lows:

(i) One co-chairperson shall be appointed,
and may be removed, by the majority leader
of the Senate.

(ii) One co-chairperson shall be appointed,
and may be removed, by the minority leader
of the Senate.

(B) TERM.—The term of a member as a co-
chairperson of the Commission shall end on
the last day of the Congress during which the
member is appointed as a co-chairperson, un-
less the member ceases being a member of
the Senate, leaves the Commission, resigns
from the position of co-chairperson, or is re-
moved.

(C) PUBLICATION.—Appointments under this
paragraph shall be printed in the Congres-
sional Record.

(D) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the posi-
tion of co-chairperson of the Commission
shall be filled in the same manner in which
the original appointment was made.

(b) COMMISSION STAFF.—

(1) COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission is au-
thorized, from funds made available under
subsection (c), to—

(i) employ such staff in the manner and at
a rate not to exceed that allowed for employ-
ees of a committee of the Senate under sec-
tion 105(e)(3) of the Legislative Branch Ap-
propriation Act, 1968 (2 U.S.C. 4575(e)(3)); and

(ii) incur such expenses as may be nec-
essary or appropriate to carry out its duties
and functions.

(B) EXPENSES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Payments made under this
subsection for receptions, meals, and food-re-
lated expenses shall be authorized only for
actual expenses incurred by the Commission
in the course of conducting its official duties
and functions.

(ii) TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS.—Amounts
received as reimbursement for expenses de-
scribed in clause (i) shall not be reported as
income, and the expenses so reimbursed shall
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not be allowed as a deduction under the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986.

(2) DESIGNATION OF PROFESSIONAL STAFF.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each co-chairperson of
the Commission may designate 1 profes-
sional staff member.

(B) COMPENSATION OF SENATE EMPLOYEES.—
In the case of the compensation of any pro-
fessional staff member designated under sub-
paragraph (A) who is an employee of a Mem-
ber of the Senate or of a committee of the
Senate and who has been designated to per-
form services for the Commission, the pro-
fessional staff member shall continue to be
paid by the Member or committee, as the
case may be, but the account from which the
professional staff member is paid shall be re-
imbursed for the services of the professional
staff member (including agency contribu-
tions when appropriate) out of funds made
available under subsection (c).

(C) DUTIES.—Each professional staff mem-
ber designated under subparagraph (A)
shall—

(i) serve all members of the Commission;
and

(ii) carry out such other functions as the
co-chairperson designating the professional
staff member may specify.

(¢) PAYMENT OF EXPENSES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The expenses of the Com-
mission shall be paid from the Contingent
Fund of the Senate, out of the account of
Miscellaneous Items, upon vouchers ap-
proved jointly by the co-chairpersons (except
that vouchers shall not be required for the
disbursement of salaries of employees who
are paid at an annual rate of pay).

(2) AMOUNTS AVAILABLE.—For any fiscal
year, not more than $200,000 shall be ex-
pended for employees and expenses.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 81—HON-
ORING LAS DAMAS DE BLANCO,
A WOMEN-LED NONVIOLENT
MOVEMENT IN SUPPORT OF
FREEDOM AND HUMAN RIGHTS
IN CUBA, AND CALLING FOR THE
RELEASE OF ALL POLITICAL
PRISONERS IN CUBA

Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr.
MENENDEZ) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 81

Whereas Las Damas de Blanco (also known
as the ‘‘Ladies in White”’) is a group com-
posed of wives and relatives of political pris-
oners, prisoners of conscience, and peaceful
dissidents in Cuba;

Whereas, in April 2003, during the wave of
repression known as the ‘“‘Black Spring”’, a
group of strong and courageous women
formed Las Damas de Blanco in response to
the wrongful imprisonment of their family
members by the Cuban regime;

Whereas members of Las Damas de Blanco
continue attempting to attend Sunday mass
in the Church of Santa Rita de Casia in Ha-
vana, and other churches throughout dif-
ferent provinces in Cuba, and then march
peacefully through the streets of Havana
holding gladiolus despite the Cuban regime’s
constant efforts to block their nonviolent ex-
ercise of freedom of assembly and speech;

Whereas members of Las Damas de Blanco
regularly march to advocate for the release
of all political prisoners and the freedom of
the Cuban people;

Whereas, despite exercising their funda-
mental rights to freedom of expression and
assembly, members of Las Damas de Blanco
are regularly attacked by security forces and
mobs organized by the Cuban regime;
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