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energy assessments and small- and me-
dium-sized manufacturers to improve 
their competitiveness, reduce waste, 
save energy, while at the same time 
training students in the field. 

By the way, it is these kinds of small 
changes and upgrades that can result 
in big emissions and cost savings for 
businesses all around the country. So I 
am truly proud of what we have accom-
plished, including the infrastructure 
bill most recently. 

Again, I want to thank my colleague 
Senator SHAHEEN for her tireless work 
to get this legislation across the finish 
line—again, energy efficiency, the low- 
hanging fruit. I look forward to con-
tinuing our partnership on these im-
portant issues. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I 
thank my colleague and partner in this 
effort, Senator PORTMAN. And as he 
pointed out, on November 15, President 
Biden became the third President to 
sign energy efficiency provisions from 
our bill into law. 

Now, we still have a lot of work to 
do. But I just want to recognize current 
and former Shaheen-Portman staff who 
have helped us shepherd this bill 
through its many obstacles. 

From my staff, I want to thank Trent 
Bauserman, Robert Diznoff, Ariel Mar-
shall, Drew Story, and Janelle 
DiLuccia. 

From Senator PORTMAN’s staff, I 
want to thank Pam Thiessen, Steve 
Kittredge, Pat Orth, Sarah Peery, and 
Lydia Denis. 

I would like to ask unanimous con-
sent to enter the names of these cur-
rent and former staff into the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
staff who have played a pivotal role in the 
advancement of the Energy Savings and In-
dustrial Competitiveness Act over the years: 

Brie Van Cleve, Adam Berry, Al Stayman, 
Sam Fowler, Renae Black, Sarah Venuto, 
Angela Becker Dippman, Mary Louise Wag-
oner, Joshua Sheinkman, Colin Hayes, and 
Brian Hughes. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Finally, I want to 
thank the chairs and ranking members 
of the Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee who have played such a piv-
otal role over the years: Senators 
MANCHIN, MURKOWSKI, CANTWELL and 
WYDEN and their staffs. 

Senator PORTMAN talked about all of 
the various groups who have been in-
volved in helping to move this legisla-
tion where we are today. So I won’t go 
back over those. But I will say, again, 
energy efficiency is a win, win, win. It 
create jobs; it reduces cost to con-
sumers; and it lowers emissions. 

And as our economy recovers and 
grows, the investments in energy effi-
ciency from our bipartisan infrastruc-
ture package are going to make sure 
that we use energy smarter. And I am 
going continue to partner with Senator 
PORTMAN and others so we can unlock 
the full potential of energy efficiency 
for our growing economy. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak as if in 
morning business for such time as I 
shall consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ETHIOPIA 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I think, 

with Christmas right around the cor-
ner, I can’t think of a more appropriate 
time to deliver a short message here. 

I have spoken several times about 
the situation in Ethiopia this year. It 
is a nation that is close to my heart for 
a lot of good reasons. It is close to 
other hearts around here. And if you 
are trying to understand the politics 
behind what is happening on the 
ground, it is very complicated. 

But what is not complicated is that 
human suffering happens, and it is 
heartbreaking. We are talking about 
women and children and the elderly 
people. And they are dying every day. 
And it is totally unnecessary. I pray 
the violence stops very quickly and 
call on those who feel the same way to 
join me if they agree with this. 

One of my big criticisms of our State 
Department is that they tend to go 
around the world telling other coun-
tries what they need to do instead of 
focusing on building lasting friendships 
and alliances. 

This pushes countries away from us 
instead of bringing them toward us. 
And we can’t afford to do that anymore 
with the rising problems that we are 
having right now—we have been talk-
ing on the floor—with both China and 
Russia. And those countries are all too 
eager to pick up the pieces that we 
leave behind. And this is happening 
right now. We are faced with a situa-
tion where we have countries that are 
out there that have actually better re-
sources than we do in many areas. 

Unfortunately, this is exactly what 
the Biden administration is doing in 
Ethiopia. Because Ethiopia has been 
unable to resolve its internal chal-
lenges quick enough for the adminis-
tration, they are punishing Ethiopia. 
They are really punishing their own 
people here. 

Most recently, this has been in the 
form of announcing that they plan to 
remove Ethiopia from the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act. The Afri-
can Growth and Opportunity Act is 
known as AGOA. And it is something 
that is very significant. It is one that 
all of those in Africa and other coun-
tries are trying to get behind them. 

And I think it is particularly signifi-
cant right now that Christmas is upon 
us. It means Ethiopia would no longer 
have preferential trade capabilities 
with the United States for both import 
and export. 

Now, this is devastating to a nation 
that has been such a great partner over 
the years. Ethiopia has always—ever 
since it came back during the Meles 
administration, and we kicked com-

munists out with the help of that ad-
ministration, it has been our friend 
ever since then. Ethiopia has long been 
one of our last trading partners in Afri-
ca, in part, because its airline has a 
majority Boeing fleet. And because of 
that, many planes across the continent 
are being maintained in Ethiopia. 

This flippant action makes our other 
partners doubt our commitment and 
pulls the rug out from many American 
business that have decided to make in-
vestments in Ethiopia instead of other 
countries in places around the world 
like Southeast Asia. 

If we are willing to arbitrarily kick 
countries out of the agreement, other 
countries and American companies 
might not see participation in AGOA 
as worth the hassle you have to go 
through to get that. Every time we do 
something like this, we leave a vacuum 
that China is only too eager to fill. 

Just after the Biden administration 
announced their plan to punish Ethi-
opia, the Chinese Government an-
nounced their own plan to purchase 
$300 billion worth of goods from Africa 
over the next 3 years and to invest 
nearly $10 billion. 

The Chinese Foreign Minister 
promptly visited the principals in Ethi-
opia to support Prime Minister Abiy. 
Prime Minister Abiy, whom you might 
remember, has been a Prime Minister 
in Ethiopia for a long period of time. I 
can remember standing many years 
ago on this floor and lauding the vir-
tues of him and what he has done for 
this country and the fact that he prob-
ably could be arguably the best edu-
cated Prime Minister in that country 
at any time. He didn’t mention a word 
about the international challenges that 
he faces. They were there to support 
him, the democratically—we are talk-
ing about the Chinese now—democrat-
ically elected leader in Ethiopia. That 
is exactly what we should be doing. But 
we aren’t—and China is. 

We know that China and Russia are 
encroaching throughout Africa. They 
want nothing more than to create a di-
vision between the United States and 
Ethiopia and in countries across the 
continent. 

And the good news is—if you can call 
it that—there is time before the Biden 
administration cancels AGOA benefits, 
and that would be for Ethiopia on Jan-
uary 1. But the door is closing. And 
January 1 is on us now. 

So the Biden administration should 
take real steps to undoing the sanc-
tions against the democratically elect-
ed government of Ethiopia and roll 
back the termination of AGOA bene-
fits. And that would make a much 
happier Christmas for us and for Ethi-
opia. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KELLY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The majority leader. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 528. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion 
to proceed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Atul Atmaram 
Gawande, of Massachusetts, to be an 
Assistant Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Devel-
opment. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

PRESIDING OFFICER. The cloture 
motion having been presented under 
rule XXII, the Chair directs the clerk 
to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 528, Atul 
Atmaram Gawande, of Massachusetts, to be 
an Assistant Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Brian Schatz, Martin Heinrich, Alex 
Padilla, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Dianne Feinstein, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Richard Blumenthal, Angus S. 
King, Jr., Jon Ossoff, Bernard Sanders, 
Christopher Murphy, Sheldon White-
house, Sherrod Brown, Christopher A. 
Coons. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to 
executive session to consider Calendar 
No. 577. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative read 

the nomination of Linda Lopez, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of Cali-
fornia. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

SENATOR. Mr. President, I send a 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 577, Linda 
Lopez, of California, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of Cali-
fornia. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Catherine Cortez Masto, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Debbie Stabenow, Jack 
Reed, Alex Padilla, Tammy Baldwin, 
Benjamin L. Cardin, Christopher A. 
Coons, Christopher Murphy, Jeff 
Merkley, Patty Murray, Ron Wyden, 
Tina Smith, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, 
Cory A. Booker, Richard Blumenthal, 
Martin Heinrich. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion 
to proceed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to 
executive session to consider Calendar 
No. 579. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Jinsook Ohta, 
of California, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Southern District of 
California. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 579, 

Jinsook Ohta, of California, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of California. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Catherine Cortez Masto, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Debbie Stabenow, Jack 
Reed, Alex Padilla, Tammy Baldwin, 
Benjamin L. Cardin, Christopher A. 
Coons, Christopher Murphy, Jeff 
Merkley, Patty Murray, Ron Wyden, 
Tina Smith, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, 
Cory A. Booker, Richard Blumenthal, 
Martin Heinrich. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to 
executive session to consider Calendar 
No. 580. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion 
to proceed. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of David Herrera 
Urias, of New Mexico, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of New Mexico. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 580, David 
Herrera Urias, of New Mexico, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of New 
Mexico. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Brian Schatz, Martin Heinrich, Alex 
Padilla, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Dianne Feinstein, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Richard Blumenthal, Angus S. 
King, Jr., Bernard Sanders, Christopher 
Murphy, Sheldon Whitehouse, Sherrod 
Brown, Michael F. Bennet, Christopher 
A. Coons. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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