
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8831 November 30, 2021 
S. 3215 

At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3215, a bill to amend the Act of 
August 10, 1956, to provide for the pay-
ment of pay and allowances for certain 
officers of the Army who are assigned 
to the Corps of Engineers. 

S. 3227 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. BOOKER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3227, a bill to require U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services 
to facilitate naturalization services for 
noncitizen veterans who have been re-
moved from the United States or are 
inadmissible. 

S. 3235 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3235, a bill to apply the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to small business financing, 
and for other purposes. 

S.J. RES. 31 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MARKEY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 31, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval of 
the proposed foreign military sale to 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia of certain 
defense articles. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3990 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 3990 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4068 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. CARPER), the Senator 
from Hawaii (Mr. SCHATZ) and the Sen-
ator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
4068 intended to be proposed to H.R. 
4350, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2022 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4069 
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) and the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
4069 intended to be proposed to H.R. 
4350, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2022 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-

tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4306 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added 
as a cosponsor of amendment No. 4306 
intended to be proposed to H.R. 4350, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2022 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4316 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 4316 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4482 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 4482 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 4350, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2022 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4799 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 4799 intended to be 
proposed to H.R. 4350, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2022 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4860 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 4860 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 4350, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2022 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, 
Mr. DAINES, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 

LANKFORD, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, 
Mr. LEE, and Ms. MURKOWSKI): 

S. 3287. A bill to provide for the de-
velopment and issuance of a plan to in-
crease oil and gas production on Fed-
eral land in conjunction with a draw-
down of petroleum reserves from the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to talk about 
the need for more American energy, 
not energy that the President is beg-
ging to OPEC or Russia to produce for 
America but American energy. 

Last week, President Biden ordered 
the release of oil from the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve. The President, by 
doing that, in my opinion, is just pre-
tending to show concern about the high 
cost of energy in this country. I will 
get into why I think he is only pre-
tending to show it because the amount 
he released is so very little. In reality, 
this President’s call to release energy 
oil from the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve was an admission of failure of 
this President and this administration. 

Releasing oil from the Reserve is 
something that Presidents did in the 
past during times of war, the Iraq war, 
after Hurricane Katrina, and during 
the Arab Spring. In other words, it is 
something Presidents do in times of 
crisis. 

Well, President Biden doesn’t want to 
admit that he has created an emer-
gency crisis in our country, but his ac-
tions of calling on the release from the 
Strategic Reserve—the actions speak 
louder than his words. By releasing oil 
from the Reserve now, the President is 
admitting what every American knows, 
that America has an energy crisis and 
it is not for lack of the fact that we 
have plenty of energy reserves here in 
the United States. 

Last week, an estimated 50 million 
people over Thanksgiving weekend 
took to the roads. Those who drove 
paid the most for gasoline that they 
have in 7 years. Gasoline and diesel 
fuel prices are sky-high, and they have 
increased more than a dollar a gallon 
since Joe Biden took office just in Jan-
uary. 

Why is it happening? Well, it is eco-
nomics 101, really. You have demand; 
you have supply. Demand is up; supply 
is down. With the end of the lockdown, 
demand for gasoline has increased as 
people took to the roads. Yet domestic 
supply is still below the peak that we 
reached under President Trump. 

The Biden administration wants us 
to believe that releasing oil will solve 
the problem when he taps the Strategic 
Reserve, but I don’t even think Presi-
dent Biden believes it. I am not sure 
they actually know what they are 
doing. If you watched that press con-
ference with the Secretary of Energy 
last week, she was asked how much oil 
the American people use. She admitted 
she didn’t know. She said: I don’t have 
a number in front of me. She didn’t 
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know how much oil, how much energy 
Americans use. The Nation’s top en-
ergy official doesn’t know how much 
oil the American people use so how can 
she then know that the amount to call 
for the release is the right amount or 
not? She is President Biden’s top lieu-
tenant in the war on American energy. 
She doesn’t know how much we use. 

Well, the media has broadly reported 
that the total amount that Joe Biden 
is releasing from the Petroleum Re-
serve is what the American people use 
every 21⁄2 days—every 21⁄2 days. That is 
the total amount that is being re-
leased. It is the amount that we in the 
United States use every 21⁄2 days. This 
is a drop in the bucket when it comes 
to oil prices and energy prices and 
what people are paying at the pump. 

It is not a long-term solution. It is 
not even a short-term solution. It is 
just a carefully created sound bite. Oil 
production is down by nearly 2 million 
barrels a day compared to the peak 
under President Trump. It is not a sur-
prise when you take a look at the at-
tack on American energy that Presi-
dent Biden and this administration 
have continued to do since day 1, when 
he killed the Keystone XL Pipeline. 

The administration also announced 
last week, without any fanfare, with-
out the President making a statement 
at the White House—the Department of 
the Interior said: Oh, by the way, 
American people, we are going to do 
this the day after Thanksgiving, when 
you are busy doing other things, maybe 
going shopping, doing other things and 
not paying attention to the news of the 
day. This administration called for ad-
ditional fees, more taxes, more ex-
penses on oil and gas leases on Federal 
land. That impacts my State dramati-
cally. This is in addition to the fees 
that the President is also including in 
this massive tax-and-spending bill that 
the Senate is going to be considering. 

This is also economics 101. Higher 
fees on the cost of producing oil means 
higher prices for people at the pump— 
astonishing—making it harder to 
produce and more expensive to produce 
American energy. Begging OPEC and 
Russia to produce more to sell to us is 
a jackpot for Vladimir Putin. So if 
President Biden and his Department of 
the Interior get their way, the prices 
will go up even higher. Inflation is here 
to stay under the Democrats. 

The American people deserve better. 
They deserve real solutions in this en-
ergy crisis that this administration has 
created. Higher fees are only going to 
get passed on to consumers. Instead of 
spending our savings, we should be pro-
ducing more American energy. Why are 
we sending this money to Vladimir 
Putin and begging him to produce more 
so we can send him even more money? 
That is the policy of this administra-
tion. 

Today, I am introducing legislation 
that says an administration needs to 
develop a plan to increase oil and gas 
production anytime an administration 
taps the Reserve unless there is an en-

ergy supply emergency like Katrina, 
like a war. Those are the things that 
are legitimate reasons to release en-
ergy from the Strategic Reserve. The 
Reserve is for emergencies, not for 
sound bites. It is not supposed to be a 
bandaid for bad policies. 

If the President is tapping the Re-
serve, he also ought to increase Amer-
ican energy production. So I urge my 
colleagues to return to the policies 
that gave us the best economic times 
in my lifetime, return to the policies 
that made us energy-independent as a 
nation for the first time in 70 years, re-
turn to the policies that made us the 
No. 1 producer of petroleum in the 
world. We are much stronger and bet-
ter as a nation if we are selling Amer-
ican energy to our friends than if we 
have to buy it from our enemies. Ap-
parently, the President does not fully 
grasp that or believe in that or he 
would not be begging Vladimir Putin 
to produce more energy; he would be 
encouraging America to produce more 
energy, which we have here. 

It is time to stop the restrictions on 
energy production, time to stop the 
rush to raise billions in taxes, time to 
stop the President and the Democrats’ 
declared war on American energy. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 460—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 2021 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL RUNAWAY PREVENTION 
MONTH’’ 

Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. DURBIN, and 
Mr. KING) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 460 

Whereas results from the Voices of Youth 
Count national survey, which was published 
by Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago 
in ‘‘Missed Opportunities: Youth Homeless-
ness in America’’, indicate that, between 2015 
and 2017, an estimated 4,200,000 youth and 
young adults between 13 and 24 years of age 
experienced homelessness during a 12-month 
period, including— 

(1) an estimated 700,000 youth between 13 
and 17 years of age who experienced unac-
companied homelessness; and 

(2) an estimated 3,500,000 young adults be-
tween 18 and 24 years of age; 

Whereas the rates of youth experiencing 
homelessness are similar in rural and non- 
rural areas; 

Whereas, often, runaway youth— 
(1) have been expelled from their homes by 

their families; 
(2) have experienced abuse and trauma; 
(3) are involved in the foster care system; 
(4) lack resources to secure their own basic 

needs; and 
(5) are ineligible or unable to access med-

ical or mental health resources; 
Whereas individuals without a high school 

degree or general educational development 
certificate are nearly four times more likely 
to report homelessness than their peers; 

Whereas youth of color and lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, queer, or questioning 
(commonly referred to as ‘‘LGBTQ’’) youth 

experience higher rates of homelessness than 
their heterosexual and white peers; 

Whereas pregnant youth, parents who are 
25 years of age or younger, and their children 
experience higher rates of homelessness than 
youth and young adults without children; 

Whereas American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive youth are the group most at risk for ex-
periencing homelessness, as 9 percent of 13 to 
17 year olds in such group reported experi-
encing homelessness during a 12-month pe-
riod, a rate more than double any other 
group; 

Whereas runaway and homeless youth are 
at an increased risk of exploitation and be-
coming victims of sex and labor trafficking, 
and between 19 percent and 49 percent of 
young individuals who experience homeless-
ness will become victims of trafficking; 

Whereas youth who run away from home or 
from foster care are at increased risk of en-
countering the police and the court system 
due to laws that prohibit certain actions 
necessary for the survival of homeless youth; 

Whereas preventing youth from running 
away from home and from foster care and 
supporting youth in high risk situations 
should be community priorities; 

Whereas the future of the United States 
depends on children and the value placed on 
their ability to acquire the knowledge, 
skills, and opportunities necessary to suc-
cessfully develop into safe, healthy, and pro-
ductive adults; 

Whereas the COVID–19 pandemic, which 
was declared a national emergency under the 
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et 
seq.), has negatively impacted homeless 
youth; 

Whereas effective programs that support 
runaway youth and assist youth and their 
families by providing safe and stable homes 
succeed because of partnerships created 
among families, youth-based advocacy orga-
nizations, community-based human service 
agencies, law enforcement agencies, schools, 
faith-based organizations, and businesses; 
and 

Whereas the National Runaway Safeline 
and the National Network for Youth are 
leading the promotion of National Runaway 
Prevention Month in November 2021— 

(1) to raise awareness of the runaway and 
homeless youth crisis and the issues faced by 
runaway and homeless youth; 

(2) to educate the public about solutions 
and the role the public can play in ending 
youth homelessness; and 

(3) to bring together a broad range of 
stakeholders to tackle the crisis of youth 
homelessness: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates November 2021 as ‘‘National 

Runaway Prevention Month’’; and 
(2) recognizes and supports the goals and 

ideals of National Runaway Prevention 
Month. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 461—COM-
MEMORATING AND SUPPORTING 
THE GOALS OF WORLD AIDS DAY 

Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr. 
SULLIVAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 461 

Whereas, as of the end of 2020, an estimated 
37,700,000 people were living with human im-
munodeficiency virus (HIV) or acquired im-
munodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), including 
1,720,000 children; 

Whereas, in the United States, more than 
770,000 people with AIDS have died since the 
beginning of the HIV epidemic, including 
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