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She has provided her subject matter 
expertise to my office countless times, 
and she has been an unrelenting and 
passionate advocate for the commu-
nities, the people, and the families 
whom she serves. 

It is important to note that Dr. Stan-
ford started the consortium, BDCC, 
with her own funds, her own money, 
which is a true testament to her com-
mitment to delivering quality care to 
Black Americans. Dr. Stanford stepped 
up at an extremely volatile and uncer-
tain time for the people of our State. 
This speaks volumes about her leader-
ship and her dedication to addressing 
the enormous disparity in healthcare, 
both healthcare access and healthcare 
outcomes, for African Americans. 

Last month, I was honored to, again, 
participate in the annual celebration of 
the life and legacy of Dr. King at Gi-
rard College, where BDCC set up a test-
ing site, which they have done in every 
neighborhood throughout the city of 
Philadelphia. At that event, someone 
shared a powerful yet sobering 
quotation of Dr. King. Here is that 
quotation: 

In March of 1966, at a press conference 
ahead of his address to the Medical Commu-
nity for Human Rights in Chicago, [Dr. King] 
said that— 

And I am quoting Dr. King here— 
‘‘of all the forms of inequality, injustice in 
health is the most shocking and the most in-
humane because it often results in physical 
death.’’ 

So said Dr. King about the terrible 
inequity in healthcare. 

Visionary leaders and health experts 
like Dr. Stanford are on the frontlines 
every single day, working to fix a bro-
ken system—a system, frankly, that 
has been unfair to so many commu-
nities of color. However, Dr. Stanford 
is committed—committed—to making 
change happen in our healthcare sys-
tem so it can better serve the African- 
American community. 

She and her team have made national 
headlines and garnered the well-de-
served attention and support of many 
across the Nation as a result of the 
work of this consortium. So I thank 
Dr. Stanford for being an advocate, for 
being an anchor for the community, 
and, of course, a trusted leader. 

As I conclude, I think it goes without 
saying that this year has been a long, 
difficult, and dark year. I have to say, 
though, in the midst of all of that 
darkness and all of the pain—we just 
left the front of the Capitol in remem-
brance of the 500,000 Americans who 
have died from COVID–19—despite all 
that pain, all that loss, all that dark-
ness, this month of February, which 
just happens to be Black History 
Month, gives me some hope. In so 
many ways, I think our hope can be re-
newed. 

While the pandemic still rages, espe-
cially in those communities of color I 
spoke of, we also see that with contin-
ued education and leadership and cour-
age, such as someone like Dr. Stanford 
provides, and, of course, with vaccines 

available, COVID–19 will begin to re-
cede, and we will once again be able to 
hug our friends and family members 
and to move on from this pandemic. So 
we commend and salute people like Dr. 
Stanford who are helping us through 
this difficult time, providing some 
light in that darkness. 

Leaders like Justin Parker Fields 
have stood up to confront injustice and 
to proclaim to law enforcement and 
elected officials that the lives of Black 
men and women matter and are deserv-
ing of the same protection as any other 
life. 

As we saw people go through the 
polls this fall voting, and then others 
voting in January in Georgia, all of 
these Americans refusing to be intimi-
dated by misinformation and threats, I 
was more hopeful. Young leaders in 
communities of color have insisted on 
telling their own stories and writing 
them into the book of history that for 
too long has been kept hidden from 
them, just as Glynis Johns is doing in 
our hometown of Scranton. 

Each of our honorees, and so many 
like them, have indeed bent the arc of 
the moral universe toward justice, and 
for those brave acts, for those coura-
geous acts, we honor them today in 
Black History Month. May God bless 
their work. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session and be in 
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

IMPEACHMENT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, ‘‘Re-
member this day forever.’’ That is 
what Donald Trump said on January 6, 
in a tweet to his supporters after they 
had attacked the U.S. Capitol. 

I certainly will never forget what 
happened that day. I will remember the 
Vice President being removed from the 
Chair and whisked off the floor of the 
Senate by the Secret Service. I will re-
member the law enforcement officers, 
holding automatic weapons, standing 
guard in the well of the Senate while 
the mob spread through the Capitol 
building. 

The entire country and the world will 
remember the now infamous images of 
a murderous mob rushing the barri-
cades, attacking police officers, break-
ing into this building, and rampaging 
through these hallowed halls. 

We will remember the incredible acts 
of heroism by Officer Eugene Goodman 
and others, to protect and defend those 
who work in this building. And we will 
remember the lives lost, including Offi-
cer Brian Sicknick, and the 140 police 

officers who were injured in this at-
tack. 

On February 3, Officer Sicknick’s 
ashes rested in honor in the Rotunda of 
this Capitol. He died defending this 
building and this democracy. I have 
thought about Officer Sicknick and his 
family often in the past few weeks. 

During the week of February 8, Sen-
ators served as jurors in the second im-
peachment trial of Donald Trump. 
Former President Trump was im-
peached on January 13 by the House of 
Representatives in a bipartisan vote, 10 
Republicans joining with Democrats to 
impeach. 

The Senate had a constitutional obli-
gation to conduct a trial on this Arti-
cle of Impeachment. We also had an ob-
ligation to make clear for the record 
and for history what happened on Jan-
uary 6 and the days leading up to it. 

What did the record show over the 
course of this trial? 

First, it showed Donald Trump’s big 
lie: his claim that the only way he 
could lose an election was if it were 
stolen. When he lost the 2020 election 
in a landslide to Joe Biden, Donald 
Trump refused to accept the will of the 
American people. He tried to challenge 
the election in the courts, losing over 
60 times. He tried to bully State offi-
cials into overturning their States’ 
election results. 

And when that failed, he invited his 
followers to come to Washington, DC, 
on January 6, the day when Congress 
would assemble to certify the States’ 
electoral votes. He invited them to 
come to DC to interrupt that process 
and, in his words, ‘‘stop the steal.’’ 

Donald Trump knew what his ex-
tremist followers were capable of. Over 
the summer, when armed extremists 
stormed and occupied State capitols, 
demanding an end to COVID–19 safety 
restrictions, he had cheered them on. 

On January 6, he whipped his fol-
lowers into a frenzy. ‘‘We have to fight 
like hell,’’ he told the crowd he had in-
vited and assembled. ‘‘If you don’t 
fight like hell, you’re not going to have 
a country anymore.’’ Then he told his 
followers—angry, inflamed, many of 
them armed—to go to the Capitol 
where the Vice President and Congress 
were certifying the votes. 

Donald Trump was not shocked what 
happened that day. He was excited. We 
now know that he ignored pleas from 
Members of Congress in the Capitol— 
members of his own party—who begged 
him to calm the mob and stop the at-
tack. 

To this day, Donald Trump has not 
showed one ounce of remorse or regret. 
He later described his speech on Janu-
ary 6 as ‘‘totally appropriate.’’ 

For 5 days, the House Managers me-
ticulously laid out an overwhelming 
case for conviction. The managers had 
the facts, the law, the Constitution, 
and a mountain of evidence on their 
side. The former President’s defense 
team did not have much to work with. 
They only spent a couple of hours mak-
ing their case and spent much of that 
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time showing cartoonish videos on re-
peat. The House Managers effectively 
rebutted all of the former President’s 
defenses. The managers’ case was clear, 
and it was compelling. 

That is why I voted to convict Don-
ald Trump for inciting an insurrection 
against our government. 

I regret that more of my Republican 
colleagues did not join me in voting to 
convict and disqualify Donald Trump 
from holding future office. I wish the 
Senate had sent an unequivocal mes-
sage that it is unacceptable for Presi-
dents to incite violence in order to stop 
the peaceful transition of power. But 
that said, history will show that this 
was the most bipartisan impeachment 
vote against a President in American 
history. 

And it should not be lost that a ma-
jority of Senators—including seven 
Senators from the President’s own 
party—voted to convict him. Donald 
Trump is no longer President of the 
United States, but the poison he has 
injected into our national bloodstream 
remains, and it is still toxic. 

As Americans reflect on the horrific, 
deadly events of January 6 and Donald 
Trump’s role in inciting them, I hope 
we will remember that democracy and 
our Constitution do not defend them-
selves. They must be protected, pre-
served, and defended by ‘‘We the Peo-
ple.’’ 

On January 6, that greatest tradition 
of American democracy, the peaceful 
transition of power that had taken 
place in every Presidential transition 
since George Washington’s, was bro-
ken. Our democracy, our Constitution, 
and this Capitol building were attacked 
on January 6, 2021. Brave Americans 
were wounded and killed defending 
them. And thanks to that bravery, our 
democracy endures. 

We must learn our lessons from this. 
We will remember January 6, 2021, for-
ever. And we must not repeat it. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 
rise today to speak about the terrible 
events of January 6, the impeachment 
vote, and the need to hold people ac-
countable for their actions. 

While the U.S. Senate did not achieve 
the two-thirds vote necessary to con-
vict former President Donald Trump, 
this will go down in history as the larg-
est bipartisan vote ever to hold a Presi-
dent accountable for high crimes and 
misdemeanors under our Constitution. 

Former President Donald Trump 
spent months pushing a big lie—that 
the November election was stolen from 
him. He inspired, encouraged, and in-
cited a deadly insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol in order to stop the certifi-
cation of the electoral college vote, 
and then he did nothing to stop the vi-
olence, which caused massive injury 
and loss of life. 

I wish to convey my personal and 
deep gratitude to all of the Capitol Po-
lice officers who courageously put their 
lives on the line to protect all of us 
that day, and I join with my colleagues 
in grieving the loss of life and injuries 

that so many suffered as a result of 
this violent insurrection. 

This wasn’t just an attack on a build-
ing. It was an attack on all of the peo-
ple who work there. It was an attack 
on our form of government. It was an 
attack on our Constitution. It was an 
attack on ‘‘We the People.’’ 

This bipartisan vote sent an impor-
tant message: In America, no President 
is above the law. And inciting violence 
against our government is illegal and 
dangerous. 

Now, as a nation, we must move for-
ward. We must do everything we can to 
bring down the temperature of our de-
bates, find common ground on issues 
we care about, and reduce the divide in 
our families and communities. And we 
must continue to strive for account-
ability and justice. Our democracy de-
mands no less. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. President, 
the first few weeks of the Biden admin-
istration produced an absurd number of 
Executive orders, soft talk on China 
policy, and the threat of open borders. 
These actions left the American people 
confused and diluted their faith in our 
institutions, but nothing made the 
American people feel more unsettled 
than the unprecedented second im-
peachment and trial of former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump. 

Impeachment is inherently political. 
The fallout is everything but. Last 
week, I was able to spend time talking 
to Tennesseans about what they saw 
and heard during the trial, and I was 
struck by how fiercely most of them 
spoke out against the very idea of it. 

The House Managers didn’t just fail 
to prove their case against the former 
President. They failed to convince the 
American people that the Members of 
the House of Representatives who sup-
ported impeachment acted in good 
faith when they drafted their single Ar-
ticle and transmitted it to the Senate 
for consideration. 

Tennesseans saw no serious inquiry 
into the alleged connection between 
the former President’s words and the 
actions of the dangerous rioters who 
breached the Capitol on January 6, 
2021. They remain unpersuaded by the 
arguments the House Managers offered 
to prove the constitutionality of the 
trial itself. In fact, the only thing they 
remain firmly convinced of is that this 
second impeachment culminated in 
nothing but a partisan show trial de-
signed to humiliate the former Presi-
dent and wipe the voices of more than 
70 million Americans from the pages of 
history. 

The Senate’s vote to acquit the 
former President of these spurious 
charges put an end to the House Man-
agers’ charade, but it will take more 
than an entry into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD to help the country rise above 
the enmity that fueled it. It is our duty 
to lead by example and get to work on 
behalf of the millions of Americans liv-
ing under this cloud of anxiety, fear, 
and mistrust. I encourage my col-
leagues to quiet their hearts in the 

coming weeks and commit to doing the 
work that will put us on the path to 
economic recovery, quality in-person 
schooling, and a strong national de-
fense. Only then will we be justified in 
asking those we serve to once again 
put their faith in us. 

I would be remiss if I did not asso-
ciate myself with the comments of the 
Republican Leader honoring Officer 
Eugene Goodman for his actions during 
the January 6, 2021 riot at the United 
States Capitol. 

On that day, Officer Goodman found 
himself alone, facing off against a rush-
ing tide of violence. Without blinking, 
he lured the mob away from the Senate 
chamber, protecting us from what we 
now know was an all but inevitable 
tragedy. 

I was honored to celebrate these acts 
of bravery and self-sacrifice by joining 
the Senate’s unanimous vote in sup-
port of S. 35, to award Officer Goodman 
the Congressional Gold Medal. I thank 
him for his courage and his commit-
ment to duty, and for his willingness to 
continue to serve here in the Capitol. 

f 

REMEMBERING KAREN LEWIS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, I 
would like to recognize the life of an 
exceptional woman: Karen Lewis. Most 
remember Karen as the fiery president 
of the Chicago Teachers Union who led 
the 2012 strike. Karen always fought 
for what she believed. She devoted her 
career to education and people. Her 
commitment to her beloved teachers 
was her North Star. 

Most will remember that Karen was 
no stranger to challenge. She attended 
Mount Holyoke College before transfer-
ring to Dartmouth College as a mem-
ber of the first coeducational class in 
the institution’s history. She had the 
courage to try her hand at medical 
school before finding her calling in 
teaching. As a new member in her 
teachers union, Karen did not hesitate 
to stand up when she thought some-
thing could be done better and ran for 
union offices as a member of the Cau-
cus of Rank and File Educators, CORE. 

However, this was only one side of 
Karen Lewis. In many ways she was a 
true renaissance woman. In Karen’s 
love of opera, her musical skill playing 
both flute and piano, her love of lan-
guages, her conversion to Judaism, and 
her passion for professional tennis, you 
could see the many facets of her life. 

But, above all else, I will remember 
Karen as a friend to both Loretta and 
me. 

In 2014, she was diagnosed with 
gioblastoma, a cancerous brain tumor. 
I remembered her diagnosis when many 
months later my colleague, Senator 
John McCain, faced the same chal-
lenge. I asked Karen who seemed to be 
weathering her personal storm if she 
would speak with John and she, of 
course, agreed. I do not know if the 
conversation took place, but I thought 
that these two heroes of much different 
wars could become unusual allies in 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:49 Feb 24, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G23FE6.029 S23FEPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
12

0R
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-08T15:06:44-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




