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by the Republicans. Senate Repub-
licans were ready to let go of the steer-
ing wheel and swerve into oncoming
traffic with the debt limit. Right up
until the eleventh hour, they wanted to
use the filibuster to block Democrats
from addressing the debt, the limit of
the debt. Do you know when that debt
was incurred? It was incurred during
the Trump administration, with many
of these same Republicans voting for
the spending that stands behind it.

Now the minority leader, Senator
McCONNELL, has once again pledged
that Republicans refuse to lift a finger
to deal with the debt limit when it ex-
pires in the first week of December.
Think for a moment what defaulting
on the debt would mean to American
families. It is fodder for even more in-
flation.

So don’t come to the floor with your
posing for Holy pictures on the issue of
inflation and then turn around and say:
I don’t care what happens to the debt
limit. Americans will pay more each
month because of that for their mort-
gages and credit card bills and student
and car loans. Fifteen trillion dollars
in household wealth and retirement
savings would be wiped out if Senator
McCoONNELL and the Republicans have
their way in the first week of Decem-
ber.

If our Republican colleagues are
truly concerned about the economic
well-being of America, work with us to
put together a sensible response to the
debt limit. Senator SCHUMER and the
Democrats have said to the Repub-
licans: If you won’t lead, if you can’t
follow, then get the heck out of the
way. Democrats, with a majority vote,
will enact a new debt limit. We under-
stand our responsibility to this Nation.

BUILD BACK BETTER

Mr. President, ‘‘denial,” incidentally,
seems to be the watchword on the Re-
publican side. Certainly it is when it
comes to climate change. Some of our
Republican colleagues insist, despite
all of the evidence, that climate
change is a phony, fake news, a hoax.
Others acknowledge it is real but say
we just can’t afford to do anything
about it. In fact, what we can’t afford
to do is nothing. Climate change is
here, and the cost of it is disastrous.

One in three Americans live in a
county that has been hit by an extreme
weather event this summer—one in
three—with family homes consumed by
wildfires, farms ravaged by unprece-
dented droughts, and lives lost in
floods of Biblical proportion.

Last year, our Nation was hit by 18
climate disasters costing at least a bil-
lion dollars each—18. The total tab for
climate-related disasters that year was
$95 billion. This year is worse. Remem-
ber Hurricane Ida? It caused $100 bil-
lion in damages. Think about that. One
storm: $100 billion.

And don’t believe that that is just a
matter of private citizens contacting
their insurance companies. You can bet
that the Federal Government and
many State and local governments will
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be investing heavily to overcome the
damage that has been done.

Climate change is the gravest threat
to our economy, bar none—not to men-
tion our children’s and grandchildren’s
future. We have waited too long. Cli-
mate change must be addressed today.
Tomorrow is too late. Delay and denial
would not make it disappear. They will
only increase the damage and lessen
the opportunities for solutions that we
might consider.

America is the world’s can-do Nation.
We are the Nation who looks at prob-
lems and says: We can fix it. And here
is something that our Republican col-
leagues either don’t get or won't
admit: Dealing with climate change
has the potential to be the biggest job
creator in generations. We have an op-
portunity to put millions of Americans
to work building a sustainable, resil-
ient future for our country.

Let me give you a recent example
from last week. I had a chance to meet
with the public transit officials in
Champaign-Urbana, IL. Of course,
Champaign-Urbana, IL, is home to the
University of Illinois. They were there
to showcase a new zero-emissions bus
and a charging infrastructure that is
cutting edge. You see, these buses run
on hydrogen fuel cells powered by solar
energy. They will save tens of thou-
sands of gallons of diesel fuel and pre-
vent more than 130 tons of greenhouse
gas emissions every single year.

Imagine if every city in America fol-
lowed the lead of Champaign-Urbana,
reconstructing their public transit sys-
tem, making them sustainable and de-
pendable. Think of all the Americans
we could put to work assembling buses
and trains, building charging stations,
training workers to maintain and re-
pair these fleets.

That is what President Biden’s bipar-
tisan infrastructure bill will help do. It
is the largest infrastructure proposal
in decades, and it will invest billions in
green transit alone.

And, for the record, the previous
President, Republican President Don-
ald Trump, had no transportation
package. He talked about it in the
campaign, and for 4 straight years he
delivered nothing.

President Biden’s Build Back Better
agenda is also an investment in our fu-
ture. If you are worried about our
worker shortage—and you should be—
the Build Back Better plan will enable
parents, especially mothers, to return
to work by making safe and affordable
childcare resources and senior care
available for every family in this coun-
try. And it is a blueprint for America
to win the 21st century and boost every
family’s economic security by invest-
ing in schools, education, and first-
class job training.

Continuing to do nothing while China
and our other competitors pass us by is
a strategy for finishing in second place,
which appears to be the Republican
strategy. Our Republican colleagues
say: We just can’t afford to invest in
America’s workers, families, and eco-
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nomic potential. Boy, are they wrong.
What we can’t afford is to do nothing—
nothing.

That is what they did when it came
to the American Rescue Plan. Not a
single Republican would support our ef-
forts for the American Rescue Plan to
address the COVID-19 crisis.

The vaccination program, which has
vaccinated most of Americans and con-
tinues to do even more, was funded by
that program. Money was in that pro-
gram to help businesses get back on
their feet after the pandemic. It was a
real investment in the future of Amer-
ica. Unfortunately, it did not have sup-
port from the other side of the aisle.

NOMINATION OF TANA LIN

Finally, Mr. President, on another
matter, this week, the Senate is going
to vote to confirm Tana Lin to serve on
the U.S. District Court for the Western
District of the State of Washington.

Ms. Lin is an accomplished litigator
whose credentials, skills, and decades
of experience have prepared her for this
assignment. If confirmed, she would be
the first Asian American to serve on a
Federal district court in the State of
Washington.

She graduated from Cornell Univer-
sity and New York University School
of Law and began her career here in DC
as a public defender. She then contin-
ued defending the rights of the most
vulnerable as a trial attorney in the
Civil Rights Division of the Justice De-
partment.

Following her time there, she moved
to my home State of Illinois to work in
the Chicago district office of the U.S.
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission. She litigated cases under title
VII of the Civil Rights Act, age dis-
crimination cases, and the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Today, Ms. Lin works as an attorney
in private practice, where she pri-
marily litigates cases involving anti-
trust, consumer protection, the envi-
ronment, and labor and employment
issues. And as a pro bono civil rights
attorney, she has combated racial dis-
crimination, advocated for religious
accommodations in the workplace, and
helped protect our elections from polit-
ical interference.

Her nomination is another example
of the Biden administration and Senate
Democrats working together to ad-
vance highly qualified judicial nomi-
nees.

Ms. Lin received a unanimous—unan-
imous—rating of ‘‘well qualified’”’ from
the American Bar Association, and she
has the strong support of her home
State Senators, MURRAY and CANT-
WELL.

I urge my colleagues to support Ms.
Lin’s historic nomination.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
HICKENLOOPER). The Senator
Alaska.

REMEMBERING CHUCK BUNDRANT

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
this afternoon I come to the floor to
recognize the life and the contributions

(Mr.
from
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of a friend, an Alaskan, a gentleman:
Chuck Bundrant. He was the founder
and the majority owner of Trident Sea-
foods and a fisherman who really for-
ever changed the seafood industry in
Alaska.

Employing thousands of people
across Alaska and the country and
processing hundreds of millions of
pounds of finished seafood products
each year, Trident is the largest
vertically integrated seafood har-
vesting and processing company in
North America today.

The company—and, really, by exten-
sion, Chuck Bundrant—has been crit-
ical in giving the rest of the United
States and the world a taste of Alas-
ka’s delicious and, of course,
sustainably managed wild seafood.

Chuck has a pretty interesting story.
He didn’t grow up in Alaska. He didn’t
even grow up near the ocean. He was
born in Tennessee. He was raised there
and in Indiana. He had initially hoped
to pursue veterinary medicine and en-
rolled in a pre-veterinary program at
Middle Tennessee State University.

But by the winter of 1961—19 years
old; he has $80 in his pocket—he and a
few friends drove from Tennessee to Se-
attle with the thought that they would
make it up to Alaska. At that point in
time, he didn’t have any experience,
any exposure to the State. Apparently,
he had watched the John Wayne movie
called “North to Alaska,” and that
kind of spurred him.

But he had heard that there were
some pretty lucrative opportunities
within the fishing industry, but he also
knew that finding a job wasn’t going to
be an easy task. So, apparently, his
buddies reconsidered the merits of the
trip, but Chuck doubled down and con-
tinued on his way to the dream of
working in The Last Frontier.

So, according to legend, he spent his
first summer in the State working
wherever he could in the Bristol Bay
fishing industry, even sleeping under a
boat on the docks. He eventually got a
job busting freezers—which, for col-
leagues, means literally banging metal
pans to knock loose the blocks of fro-
zen shelled crab—and he was out on a
floating processor anchored near Adak
out in the Aleutians.

Like so many who have the chance to
come and visit Alaska, Chuck wasn’t
satisfied with just one quick stint in
the State. He turned his journey north
into a 12-year learning experience—
and, really, a lifelong business.

By 1965, he had worked his way up
from the freezer hold to buying his
first crab fishing boat. As Chuck
gained more experience in and under-
standing of the crab fishery, he noticed
that there was an inefficiency in the
way that the industry operated. After
bringing in the harvest, most fisher-
men would then head back to shore to
hand it off to the shoreside processing
outfits, where the crab meat would be
removed from the shells and then sent
to market. And just a lot of back and
forth here meant that the fisherman
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loses valuable time at sea. And this is
where Chuck’s ingenuity really struck.

In the early 1970s, he and two other
crab fishermen, Kaare Ness and Mike
Jacobson, used whatever collective
earnings they had at that point in time
and they built the Billikin, which was a
135-foot boat with both crab cookers
and freezing equipment that allowed
for immediate onboard processing. So
this was new. This was novel at the
time.

Chuck pushed on. He kept fishing and
processing on the Billikin. There were
protests from other Bering Sea crab
fishermen who were in the middle of a
strike to secure better prices from
processors. Around this same time, he,
Kaare, and Mike partnered with an-
other individual, Edd Perry and his
Bellingham-based company San Juan
Seafoods. And this was, really, the be-
ginning of Trident Seafoods in 1973.

Trident’s early years coincided with
a phaseout of foreign fleets from the
North Pacific harvest due to the enact-
ment in 1976 of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act—we know it as the MSA—and,
also, a burgeoning Japanese market for
Alaska frozen fish, salmon, and her-
ring. So Chuck and his colleagues took
advantage of this opening. They built a
fleet of mobile processing vessels that,
really, very quickly made their mark
on Alaska fisheries.

Chuck’s competitive, resourceful
mentality, again, proved useful as king
crab numbers and harvest started to
decline in the early 1980s. In the seven-
ties, he had watched giant Japanese,
Korean, and Norwegian trawling ves-
sels rake in billions of pounds of pol-
lock from the Bering Sea. And then
with the enactment of the MSA in 1976,
it extended U.S. fisheries jurisdiction
to 200 miles offshore, giving American
fishermen priority access to stocks of
abundant fish, like pollock, that inhab-
ited Alaska’s coastal waters.

There was a significant market op-
portunity for pollock in Japan, but in
America at the time, pollock was kind
of considered a junk fish, a trash fish.
And what is more, American boats and
processors did not have the equipment
to harvest pollock, to extract its roe
that was very popular in Japan, and to
transform its flesh into commonly con-
sumed surimi paste and fillets.

But Chuck saw things with a vision.
He saw this as an opportunity and not
pollock as a trash or poor investment.
He studied Japanese methods for catch-
ing and ©processing pollock. He
strategized about how Trident could
enter this market and, in 1981, he took
a pretty bold move. He built a plant on
a very remote Aleutian island, Akutan,
for onshore processing of crab; salmon;
and, of course, pollock.

So Chuck really took a risk there.
He, after years of trying to convince
food wholesalers and restaurant owners
to take a chance on pollock, was able
to secure a pretty pivotal deal between
Trident and Long John Silver’s. This
was the first major contract to bring
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the fish to U.S. market. And this deal
didn’t take place in some fancy res-
taurant in some major city. This deal
took place out in Akutan—the Akutan
processing facility that he had taken
this chance on back in 1981.

So companies like McDonald’s, Burg-
er King soon followed Long John Sil-
ver’s in replacing cod and whiting with
very tasty, and now cheaper, pollock.
And these companies have grown to be-
come some of Trident’s biggest cus-
tomers. Odds are that if you have tried
their fish and chips or fish sandwiches,
you have probably tried Trident prod-
uct.

Today, Seattle-based Trident oper-
ates a fleet of 40 vessels, including
catcher processors, trawlers, crab

boats, tenders and freighters; 11 proc-
essing plants in Alaska—so good jobs
in Alaska—b5 processing plants in Wash-
ington State, Georgia, and Minnesota.
It offers a host of frozen, canned,
smoked, and ready-to-eat seafood prod-
ucts; and its harvest-and-business
model means they know exactly where
its products come from. That is impor-
tant to us.

But as Trident has grown and pro-
pelled the industry forward, Chuck re-
mains steadfast in his commitment
that Trident remain a family business
that supports its employees and the
independent fishermen that it partners
with. Chuck’s son Joe now serves as
the company’s CEO. He has continued
his dad’s efforts to seek out new value-
added products that can be created
from Alaska fish.

It is always a good story, I think, to
know of these very successful busi-
nesses that keep grounded with the
base from which they began; and with
Chuck, it was really important that his
family continued to be part of this suc-
cess story.

I am told that Chuck had some pret-
ty strict rules, that if any of his
grandkids—and I think he has about 13
of them—if any of them decide that
they want to work for the family busi-
ness, you first have to earn a college
degree, which Chuck did not have; but
they also had to spend at least 4 years
working someplace else other than Tri-
dent; and they had to have cut their
teeth and fished at least two summers
in Alaska.

So he wanted to make sure that you
weren’t just going to get the job just
because you were a member of the fam-
ily. You worked for it; you knew what
this was all about.

It really is difficult to overstate the
impact that Chuck has had on his fel-
low fishermen. Beyond the industry in-
novation that he drove, he always
sought to pay it forward, to offer
younger fishermen the same
mentorship and support that allowed
him to get his start in the 1960s and the
seventies and to make Trident the
company that it is today.

And this dovetails, really, with
Chuck Bundrant’s commitment to
charitable giving. He was generous in
so many, many different ways. He
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raised and donated money for the vic-
tims of the Tohoku earthquake, the
tsunami in Japan, Hurricane Katrina,
Superstorm Sandy, and contributed to
multiple cancer research foundations.

I have certainly seen his generosity
as he has shared in ways that dem-
onstrate his compassion, his care. His
influence on the fishing community is
really clear from the outpouring of
love and support that he has received
since he was diagnosed with an atypi-
cal form of Parkinson’s.

In September of 2019, four of the cap-
tains from the TV show the ‘‘Deadliest
Catch’’—all of whom considered Chuck
a mentor, a friend, and, really, an in-
spiration—co-hosted what they called
Captains for a CURE fundraiser. It was
an auction for the northwest chapter of
the American Parkinson’s Disease As-
sociation. They raised nearly $380,000
at the event, and this money goes to-
wards a Parkinson’s disease research
grant in Chuck’s honor—again, trying
to shine a light on the specific form of
disease that Chuck lived with.

I received a note from Joe Bundrant
on Sunday, when Chuck Bundrant
passed from this Earth, and I wanted to
share just a couple sentences from a
personal email. He says:

Dying is not easy, but Chuck was up to the
task and faced death on this earth as he
faced rogue waves in Alaska: head-on with
dignity, determination and with the faith
that he would be safe in God’s hands.

He goes on further to say that ‘‘he
lived each day fully, driven by the val-
ues of integrity, loyalty, hard work
and most importantly faith.”

And so as I have reflected on the life
of, really, an extraordinary man, it
strikes me that, at the end of the day,
this individual, Chuck Bundrant, was a
family man, cared for his family deep-
ly; but he, at the base of it, was a fish-
erman. And he lived his life in a way
that really speaks to the values of in-
tegrity; loyalty; hard work; and, most
importantly, faith.

To his family, to his wife Diane:
Know that our hearts are with you. We
thank you for sharing a truly honor-
able man with so many of us.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

HONORING OFFICER RYAN HAYWORTH

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, this
weekend, thousands of law enforcement
officers and their families came to our
Nation’s Capital to celebrate Police
Weekend. And while Americans were
paying tribute to our men and women
in blue here in DC, North Carolina,
once again, received the tragic news of
a brave officer lost in the line of duty.

Officer Ryan Hayworth was only 23
years old. He had a bright and prom-
ising future ahead of him. He tragically
lost his life on Sunday night, just 3
months after joining the Knightdale
Police Department.

He and his training officer were in-
vestigating a single-vehicle incident on
Interstate 540 when a drunk driver
crashed into their parked SUV, taking
Officer Hayworth’s life.
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Cody Hagler—his training officer—
was seriously injured and remains hos-
pitalized; but, thankfully, he is ex-
pected to recover.

This senseless tragedy is another re-
minder of the constant dangers our
brave men and women in law enforce-
ment face every single day. A routine
call to respond to an accident resulted
in a young officer losing his life in the
line of duty.

Although he was only 23 years old,
Officer Hayworth already had a distin-
guished record of service. He served in
the U.S. Army, and then in the Na-
tional Guard. And then he answered
the call once again by becoming a po-
lice officer.

It is not surprising to anyone who
knows the Hayworth family, though.
Officer Hayworth’s father was a long-
time chief of the Zebulon Police De-
partment, and his brother is a fire-
fighter.

A member of his family church told a
local news outlet:

He wanted to be a police officer like his
dad. They’re good, God-fearing people. They
care about the community and it’s sad some-
thing this tragic happened the way it did.

Knightdale Police Chief Lawrence
Capps has noted the high standards Of-
ficer Hayworth met and exceeded as a
new member of the force.

Police Chief Capps said:

When we hire police officers, we are look-
ing for individuals that embody the best of
this profession—all that is good, all that is
wholesome, all that is pure, all that is right-
eous, and Ryan embodied those things.

It is no surprise to see the outpouring
of support to honor Officer Hayworth.
People from across the State have
stopped by the Knightdale Police De-
partment to place flowers at a memo-
rial created by his colleagues. Other
local police departments are now as-
sisting the Knightdale Police Depart-
ment in their patrols during this dif-
ficult time.

I am grateful that the vast majority
of North Carolinians truly appreciate
the service and the sacrifice of law en-
forcement. They recognize the men and
women serving are good people who put
their uniforms on every day and take
extraordinary risks to protect others.

Officer Hayworth is an officer who
took those risks to protect others, and
he made the ultimate sacrifice in doing
so. I know the community of
Knightdale will never forget his service
and sacrifice. And I know that all
North Carolinians join me in keeping
Officer Hayworth’s loving family and
his many friends and colleagues in our
prayers.

May God Dbless Officer Ryan
Hayworth and all of our Nation’s brave
law enforcement officers.

Thank you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

VOTING RIGHTS

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise
today to join my colleagues in sup-
porting S. 2747, the Freedom to Vote
Act; and S. 4, the John Lewis Voting
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Rights Advancement Act; and S. 2615,
the Right to Vote Act.

As some States and political
operatives around the country seek to
roll back voter protection laws and
gerrymander voting districts, Congress
must act to strengthen the freedom to
vote and ensure elections are safe and
accessible.

Since its original passage in 1965, the
Voting Rights Act safeguarded the
rights of historically marginalized vot-
ers at the polls.

Sadly, the U.S. Supreme Court’s 2013
ruling in Shelby County v. Holder gut-
ted key Voting Rights Act protections.
Earlier this year, in July 2021, the Su-
preme Court issued another split ruling
further weakening the law in its deci-
sion in Brnovich v. DNC, making it
more difficult to challenge discrimina-
tory voting laws under section 2 of the
Voting Rights Act.

Over the years, this democracy has
seen a crisis in access to the polls, and
it has been worsened recently as Re-
publican-led State legislatures have
implemented policies that dispropor-
tionately suppress the voting rights of
people of color, the elderly, college stu-
dents, and those living in rural areas,
among others. Those same political
operatives have repeatedly weaponized
false claims of election fraud, like
those perpetuated by former President
Trump, to try to overturn the will of
the people.

The right to vote is a fundamental
right guaranteed by our Constitution
and our desired responsibility to pro-
tect it. In the United States of Amer-
ica, a beacon of democracy, our elec-
tions must be open and transparent and
follow a process and procedure that all
Americans can trust. It is more impor-
tant than ever for Congress to affirm
that voters have a right to free and fair
elections.

The Freedom to Vote Act fulfills this
constitutional responsibility by im-
proving access to the ballot, advancing
commonsense election integrity re-
forms, and protecting our democracy
from emerging threats from cyber at-
tacks to misinformation bots. It is not
the job of government to make it hard
to vote; rather, it is our responsibility
to balance the convenience of voters
with the security of their ballots. This
legislation does just that.

I also support the John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act, which will
repair the damage done by the Su-
preme Court’s decisions by restoring
the U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil
Rights Division’s oversight over his-
torically discriminatory States when
they change voting laws and legislative
districts.

The John Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act would provide needed
Federal oversight and serve as a check
on communities that have engaged in a
pattern of restricting voting rights and
making it harder for minority voters
to be counted.

Finally, I support the Right to Vote
Act, which would establish the first-
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