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I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be able to
complete my remarks prior to the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

GOVERNMENT SPENDING

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, last
week, President Biden’s Chief of Staff
retweeted a tweet from Harvard econo-
mist Jason Furman describing our cur-
rent economic challenges—notably, the
growing inflation crisis and supply
chain issues—as ‘‘high class problems.”’

‘“‘High class problems.”

Well, I guess working Americans
struggling to stretch their paychecks
to cover increases in the price of every-
thing from groceries to gas can com-
fort themselves with the knowledge
that they are experiencing ‘‘high class
problems.”

The White House Chief of Staff’s
tone-deaf tweet was, unfortunately,
pretty typical of a White House that
seems eager to minimize or disclaim
responsibility for most of the problems
occurring on its watch, whether it is
the flood of illegal immigration across
our southern border or the high prices
Americans are currently facing.

But as the White House Chief of Staff
and the President should know, infla-
tion has become a serious problem for
working Americans. Inflation, of
course, hits middle- and low-income
families hard.

If you are wealthy, price increases
may be an annoyance, but they are not
likely to break the budget. If you are
living paycheck to paycheck, on the
other hand, price increases may mean
the difference between making it to
the next paycheck or running out of
money mid-month.

Currently, inflation is costing a typ-
ical household $175 a month, and that
is according to Moody’s Analytics.
That may not sound like much to a
wealthy Democratic politician, but for
an ordinary American family, it is a
lot of money.

That $175 a month may be the dif-
ference between whether or not parents
can afford to get braces for their
daughter. It may be the difference be-
tween going to visit family for Christ-
mas or staying home and not seeing
them. It may be the difference between
having money for the extras, like fam-
ily dinners at a restaurant or little
league fees or ballet lessons or just
being able to cover the bare neces-
sities.

For families making less than the
median U.S. income, $100 or more a
month can be the difference between
making it to the next paycheck or run-
ning out of money. It can mean the dif-
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ference between paying the heating bill
or going cold during the winter.

Americans have seen increases in
food prices and the price of bacon or
beef or poultry, pork, peanut butter,
fruits and vegetables, eggs, and the list
goes on. The price of children’s shoes is
up. So is the price of furniture and gas
and electricity and rent.

A recent AP article entitled ‘“Winter
heating bills set to jump as inflation
hits home’ noted ‘‘the U.S. Govern-
ment said . . . it expects households to
see their heating bills jump as much as
54 percent compared to last winter.”

Fifty-four percent.

Show me the working family that
can easily absorb that increase. Infla-
tion happens when you have too much
money, too many dollars chasing too
few of goods.

Democrats helped trigger our infla-
tion situation earlier this year when
they decided to pour a lot of unneces-
sary government money into the econ-
omy, despite being warned their par-
tisan $1.9 trillion spending bill could
stoke inflation.

Now, with inflation clearly becoming
a long-term problem, Democrats are
preparing to double down on the gov-
ernment spending with a massive $3.5
trillion tax-and-spending bill filled
with priorities like $200 million for a
park in Speaker PELOSI’s district—a
park that features luxury housing and
a golf course—and billions of dollars
for a Civilian Climate Corps to provide
government jobs for climate activists.

The massive government spending
this bill—the biggest expansion of gov-
ernment, for sure, in decades, maybe in
history—would authorize would pretty
much guarantee that our country
would be left with an even more per-
sistent and widespread inflation prob-
lem.

Flooding the economy with govern-
ment dollars isn’t even the only way
that the bill will contribute to infla-
tion. The bill also contains big tax
hikes on businesses, which are already
raising prices thanks to the higher cost
of shipping and materials and the chal-
lenges of hiring an adequate workforce.
Raising taxes on those businesses could
result in even higher consumer prices
and/or reductions in the quality of
services provided to consumers.

Government revenue for fiscal year
2021 saw a huge increase, driven in
large part by tax receipts from cor-
porations and well-off Americans.
Those are the same companies and in-
dividuals the Democrats like to accuse
of not paying their fair share.

But since Democrats’ appetite for
government spending is apparently in-
satiable, record-high government reve-
nues don’t look likely to stop them
from passing their huge tax increases
and driving up prices for consumers
further.

Along with the flood of government
spending Democrats passed in the
spring, another major contributor to
our inflation crisis has been supply
chain bottlenecks. The White House
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has largely failed to do anything to ad-
dress the problem.

The President finally took one step
forward when he announced the other
day that the Port of Los Angeles will
join the Port of Long Beach in oper-
ating 24/7.

Well, it is about time. Major ports
around the globe already operate
around the clock, but here in the
United States, unions have largely
stood in the way of round-the-clock op-
erations. And even now, the Port of Lios
Angeles/Long Beach will not be fully
24/7 for a while. Only one of the con-
tainer terminals is currently open
around the clock, and then only for
part of the week. The others are only
slowly moving toward 24-hour oper-
ations with no deadline in sight.

Other than moving toward 24/7 oper-
ations in Los Angeles, however, the
President is doing almost nothing to
address the supply chain bottleneck.
Infrastructure upgrades for ports,
trucking, and rail are stuck in limbo
while Democrats debate their $3.5 tril-
lion tax-and-spending spree.

And, while the President’s Transpor-
tation Secretary has talked about loos-
ening trucking regulations, his Depart-
ment is actually pursuing an aggres-
sive regulatory agenda that is likely to
make transporting goods around this
country more, not less, difficult.

And I don’t even want to think about
the transportation challenges that are
likely to result from the government
mandates and regulations that will
emerge from the Democrats’ $3.5 tril-
lion tax-and-spending spree.

It is wunfortunate that Democrat
elites cannot seem to grasp that infla-
tion is a serious problem for working
families and that the solution to our
inflation problem is not to flood our
economy with even more government
money. If Democrats succeed in pass-
ing their reckless tax-and-spending
spree, high inflation may be the order
of the day for many, many days to
come.

Let’s hope that Democrats think bet-
ter of their spending plans before
American families end up paying the
price.

I yield the floor.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 414, Cath-
erine Elizabeth Lhamon, of California, to be
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Depart-
ment of Education.

Charles E. Schumer, Mazie K. Hirono,
Tammy Duckworth, Martin Heinrich,
Christopher A. Coons, Jack Reed, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Angus S. King, Jr.,
Alex Padilla, Jeff Merkley, Christopher
Murphy, Sheldon Whitehouse, Tina
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Smith, Jeanne Shaheen, Richard J.
Durbin, Richard Blumenthal, Robert P.
Casey, Jr.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Catherine Elizabeth Lhamon, of
California, to be Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights, Department of Edu-
cation, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 50, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 418 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Hickenlooper Reed
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blumenthal Kaine Sanders
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Carper Lujan Sinema
Casey Manchin :g;at:n ow
Coons Markey Tester
Cortez Masto Menendez Van Hollen
Duckworth Merkley
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warnock
Gillibrand Ossoff Warren
Hassan Padilla Whitehouse
Heinrich Peters Wyden

NAYS—50
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Blunt Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hawley Rounds
Braun Hoeven Rubio
Burr Hyde-Smith Sasse
Capito Inhofe Scott (FL)
Cassidy Johnson
Collins Kennedy 2;}1@1{;;80)
Cornyn Lankford Sullivan
Cotton Lee
Cramer Lummis Thu'ne
Crapo Marshall Tillis
Cruz McConnell Toomey
Daines Moran Tuberville
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Fischer Paul Young

(Mr. KELLY assumed the Chair.)

The VICE PRESIDENT. On this vote,
the yeas are 50, the nays are 50.

The Senate being evenly divided, the
Vice President votes in the affirma-
tive.

The motion is agreed to.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Thank you, Madam
President. It is good to see you here
today.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Good to see
you.

NOMINATION OF CATHERINE ELIZABETH LHAMON

Mrs. MURRAY. I come to the floor
today to support strongly the con-
firmation of Catherine Lhamon to
serve as Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights at the Department of Edu-
cation.

She is extremely qualified for this
role. In fact, she has served in it before.
In 2013, Ms. Lhamon was confirmed to
the same role by voice vote. During her
past tenure, she demonstrated her com-
mitment to students across the coun-
try as she worked to combat sexual as-
sault on college campuses, protect
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transgender students, reduce the use of
seclusion and restraint, reduce dispari-
ties in school discipline based on a stu-
dent’s race or disability, and enforce
civil rights laws to protect students.

Unfortunately, the previous adminis-
tration took major steps backwards
when it came to supporting and pro-
tecting students—for example, by sig-
nificantly reducing efforts to enforce
civil rights protections and rescinding
important policies to address campus
sexual assault.

Now, as we know, the pandemic has
also done serious damage and worsened
deep-seated inequities for students
whose families earn low incomes, stu-
dents of color, English learners, and
students with disabilities.

We have a lot of work ahead to fix
this and help our schools rebuild
stronger and fairer, which is why I am
especially glad to see Secretary
Cardona and President Biden working
so hard to right the wrongs of the last
administration and support our schools
through this pandemic.

I know Ms. Lhamon will be a critical,
capable partner in those efforts be-
cause not only did she tackle many of
these challenges in her past service as
Assistant Secretary, but even after her
service in the Obama administration,
Ms. Lhamon continued fighting for
civil rights through her time as the
Chair of the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights, her work litigating civil rights
cases with the National Center for
Youth Law, and as legal affairs sec-
retary to the Governor of California.

She currently serves the Biden ad-
ministration as Deputy Assistant to
the President and Deputy Director to
the Domestic Policy Council for Racial
Justice and Equity.

Ms. Lhamon is a highly qualified
nominee. She has a long track record
that proves she is a champion for stu-
dents through and through, and that is
exactly what our students need. I am
thrilled to have her returning to the
Education Department’s Office of Civil
Rights. I urge all of our colleagues to
join me in voting for her confirmation.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
KELLY). The Senator from Kansas.

FIFA WORLD CUP

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I am
joined on the floor today by my col-
league from Missouri, Senator BLUNT,
and we rise today to welcome the FIFA
World Cup selection committee to Kan-
sas City and to express our strong sup-
port for Kansas City’s bid to serve as
the 2026 World Cup host city.

I express my gratitude to the leader-
ship of Mayor Quinton Lucas and to
the leadership of Kathy Nelson from
the Kansas City sporting authority, the
president and CEO.

Our community, our joint commu-
nity—Kansas City, people may know, is
on two sides of the State line—the Mis-
souri side of the State line and the
Kansas side of the State line. Some-
times we are rivals, but in many in-
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stances, we are allies and friends, and
that is the circumstance we are here
today.

Kansas City boasts a rich history of
both professional and amateur sports.
Kansas City is the home of the Na-
tional Collegiate Basketball Hall of
Fame; the Negro Leagues Baseball Mu-
seum; as well as the 2020 Super Bowl
champions, the Kansas City Chiefs; the
2015 World Series champions, the Kan-
sas City Royals; and the two-time
Major League Soccer Cup champions,
Sporting KC. It is also the hometown
of our world-renowned football coach,
Ted Lasso.

Sporting KC has energized the re-
gion’s diverse and passionate soccer fan
base—a fan base that I am confident is
ready to pack up their bags and head to
Arrowhead Stadium, the loudest sta-
dium in the world, to cheer on the U.S.
men’s national team and other nations
that compete there.

Soccer has become an even larger
part of the culture of Kansas City after
U.S. Soccer’s National Development
Center officially opened in Kansas
City, KS, in May of 2018. The NDC is
the perfect location—the perfect loca-
tion—for any team to recover, practice,
and ©prepare for their upcoming
matches.

Spanning more than 50 acres, this
81,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art
practice, education, and medical facil-
ity includes three natural grass fields
and two artificial turf fields, with a
two-story coaching pavilion, and
houses the Children’s Mercy Sports
Medicine Center.

Kansas City has been host to other
major sporting events. The city regu-
larly welcomes thousands and thou-
sands of fans for events such as the Big
12 men’s NCAA basketball champion-
ship and the NCAA March Madness and
will be the location for the 2023 Na-
tional Football League—the NFL—
Draft.

Due to major investment in Kansas
City’s transportation and infrastruc-
ture—something that both Senator
BLUNT and I and our colleagues, Sen-
ator HAWLEY and Senator MARSHALL,
have worked on—Kansas City is well
equipped to support soccer fans from
around the globe. They will be wel-
comed at a brandnew Kansas City
International Airport, which is cur-
rently undergoing a $1.5 billion renova-
tion restart for a state-of-the-art ter-
minal that is scheduled to be com-
pleted in 2023.

In 2020, Kansas City also became the
first major metropolitan area to offer
bus transportation free of charge. Addi-
tionally, the Kansas City Streetcar of-
fers free fares with stops just a short
walk from many magnificent dining
and dynamic entertaining experiences
in Kansas City.

BEarly in my postcollege career, I had
an office in downtown Kansas City. The
circumstances of Kansas City today
and that long time ago when I was a
worker in downtown Kansas City are
significantly different. The entertain-
ment opportunities are immense—the
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