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nomination of Robert Anderson to 
serve as Solicitor of the Department of 
the Interior, and I am here to tell you, 
Madam President, that I oppose this 
nomination. 

Now, if confirmed, Mr. Anderson will 
serve as the Department’s chief attor-
ney and also as the principal legal ad-
viser to the Secretary of the Interior, 
Secretary Haaland. He would oversee 
more than 430 attorneys and a staff 
within 6 legal divisions. He would be 
responsible for ensuring that business 
conducted in the Interior Department 
follows the law and is done trans-
parently. He would be granted tremen-
dous powers to shape how the Depart-
ment fulfills its mission by issuing 
final legal interpretations on all mat-
ters within the jurisdiction of the De-
partment. 

These decisions directly impact 
homes and businesses in Wyoming and 
throughout the Nation. These decisions 
can make or break our Nation’s ability 
to protect our environment, to use and 
enjoy our natural resources, to create 
good-paying jobs, and to pay for serv-
ices such as public education. 

Over the course of his career, Mr. An-
derson has both taught and practiced 
law, primarily focused on Tribal issues. 
Now, I am concerned that Mr. Ander-
son lacks sufficient legal experience 
beyond the Tribal law to effectively 
navigate the complex web of issues 
governing the multiple use of public 
lands and Federal lands. 

I am very concerned about Mr. An-
derson’s actions, specifically actions he 
has taken as the Principal Deputy So-
licitor since January 20 of this year. He 
has revoked many solicitors’ opinions 
issued under the Trump administra-
tion. His work has paved the way for 
the Biden administration’s punishing 
policies that are in direct conflict with 
the Department of the Interior’s mul-
tiple-use mandate. 

Mr. Anderson’s responses to ques-
tioning by Senator CASSIDY during his 
nomination hearing were particularly 
concerning to me. Senator CASSIDY 
asked whether the nominee agreed that 
the requirement to ‘‘maintain’’—main-
tain—oil and gas leasing programs 
meant to lease some more—not just 
maintain the leases that were already 
leased, but continue leasing. Mr. An-
derson responded that he thought it 
was an open question. 

Madam President, to suggest that 
the Secretary is no longer required to 
plan for and hold new offshore oil and 
gas leases simply and unfortunately 
but truly ignores the law of the land. 
Let me be clear. The Secretary of the 
Interior is required to comply with the 
law like everyone else. Mr. Anderson’s 
willingness to put the Biden adminis-
tration’s war on American energy 
ahead of following established law, in 
my opinion, disqualifies him from serv-
ing as Solicitor. 

I will vote against Mr. Anderson’s 
nomination, and I will urge other Sen-
ators to do so. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

NOMINATON OF JONATHAN EUGENE MEYER 
Mr. PETERS. Madam President, I 

rise in support of Jonathan Meyer’s 
nomination to be general counsel of 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
or DHS. 

Mr. Meyer is an accomplished lawyer 
and dedicated public servant who is 
well qualified to serve as the Depart-
ment’s chief legal officer. His nomina-
tion maintains bipartisan support, in-
cluding from former DHS general coun-
sels who served under both Democratic 
and Republican administrations. 

Mr. Meyer’s previous government 
service spans 17 years and includes sen-
ior roles in the Department of Justice, 
the U.S. Senate, and as the deputy gen-
eral counsel for DHS during the Obama 
administration. 

Since returning to private practice in 
2016, Mr. Meyer’s legal work has con-
tinued to focus on cyber security, tech-
nology, and homeland security. 
Throughout the confirmation process, 
Mr. Meyer has demonstrated that he 
understands the complex legal issues 
facing DHS and the importance of en-
suring that the Department cooperates 
with Congressional oversight. 

DHS has not had a Senate-confirmed 
general counsel for over 2 years. DHS 
needs qualified, Senate-confirmed lead-
ers in place to effectively carry out its 
critical mission of safeguarding our 
Nation. 

I urge my colleagues to confirm Mr. 
Meyer today. 

I yield the floor. 
CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 264, Robert 
T. Anderson, of Washington, to be Solicitor 
of the Department of the Interior. 

Charles E. Schumer, Tammy Duckworth, 
Brian Schatz, Alex Padilla, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Richard J. Durbin, Eliza-
beth Warren, Amy Klobuchar, Gary C. 
Peters, Mark R. Warner, Tammy Bald-
win, Martin Heinrich, Mazie K. Hirono, 
Debbie Stabenow, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Thomas R. Car-
per, Tina Smith. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Robert T. Anderson, of Washington, 
to be Solicitor of the Department of 
the Interior, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), and the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 391 Ex.] 
YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—46 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Paul 
Portman 
Risch 

Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Crapo Moran 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 46. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 159, Jona-
than Eugene Meyer, of Ohio, to be General 
Counsel, Department of Homeland Security. 

Charles E. Schumer, Tammy Duckworth, 
Brian Schatz, Alex Padilla, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Richard J. Durbin, Eliza-
beth Warren, Amy Klobuchar, Gary C. 
Peters, Mark R. Warner, Tammy Bald-
win, Martin Heinrich, Mazie K. Hirono, 
Debbie Stabenow, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Robert P. Casey, Jr., Thomas R. Car-
per, Tina Smith. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Jonathan Eugene Meyer, of Ohio, to 
be General Counsel, Department of 
Homeland Security, shall be brought to 
a close? 
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The yeas and nays are mandatory 

under the rule. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO) and the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 392 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Portman 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—46 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Risch 

Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Crapo Moran 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 46. 

The motion is agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Jonathan Eugene Meyer, of Ohio, to be 
General Counsel, Department of Home-
land Security. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, all postcloture 
time on executive Calendar Nos. 264 
and 159 be considered expired at 4:45 
p.m. today; that the vote on confirma-
tion of the Anderson nomination occur 
at 4:45 p.m. today; and that the vote on 
confirmation of the Meyer nomination 
occur at a time to be determined by 
the majority leader, following con-
sultation with the Republican leader 
on Thursday, September 30. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The senior Senator from Oregon. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—EXECUTIVE 
CALENDAR 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, in a 
few minutes, I will put forward the 
unanimous consent request that the 
Senate take up and approve a highly 
qualified and unquestionably non-
controversial nominee. I am going to 
take just a few minutes to talk about 
Jonathan Davidson, nominated to be 
the next Deputy Under Secretary for 
Legislative Affairs at the Treasury De-
partment. 

To do this briefly, there are a few 
key points to make about this impor-
tant nomination. To start, Jon isn’t 
just a person off the street being nomi-
nated for a new job in the Biden admin-
istration. In fact, my guess is, vir-
tually every Member of this body, 
Democrats and Republicans alike, have 
worked with Jon at one point or an-
other. 

From 2011 until he was nominated 
this past spring, Jon served as chief of 
staff to another Finance Committee 
colleague, Senator BENNET. He is 
known as somebody who is honest, who 
is hardworking, and who is committed, 
most importantly, to bringing people 
together to tackle big challenges, and 
he has been doing it a long time. 

Before his work with Senator BEN-
NET, Jon served as chief of staff to Sen-
ator Paul Sarbanes. He spent time in 
the office of Representative JOHN SAR-
BANES, and he was later chief counsel 
to our friend and colleague, Senator 
MARK WARNER. You don’t have to take 
it from me that Jon knows his way 
around the Congress. All of those Mem-
bers trusted Jon as a right-hand man. 

The second issue: I can’t find any 
controversy with respect to his nomi-
nation. He cleared the Senate’s Fi-
nance Committee on a 28-to-0 vote. 

Let me repeat that: 28-to-0 vote. 
In fact, the Finance Committee re-

ported out several nominees this Con-
gress without any Republican opposi-
tion, none at all. Normally, that would 
be enough to pave the way for prompt 
and full Senate consideration, but I 
think we all understand these are not 
normal times here in the U.S. Senate. 

It used to be the case, at the end of 
July, the two sides would come to-
gether and look to pass a package of 
noncontroversial nominees by unani-
mous consent. My Finance Committee 
team thought this would be the case 
this year. Unfortunately, that did not 
take place. Senate Republicans were 
just in no mood to clear even the most 
uncontroversial nominees. 

This is an extraordinary level of ob-
struction beyond what you saw when 
the previous administration was staff-
ing up. For example, let’s take the pre-
vious two nominees for the same posi-
tion Jon is up for. 

Drew Maloney was the first Trump 
nominee for Legislative Affairs at 
Treasury. The Finance Committee held 
a hearing on this nomination on June 
7, 2017. The committee voted on his 
nomination a week later, favorably re-
ported by a vote of 25 to 1. A few weeks 

after that, the full Senate passed his 
nomination by unanimous consent, 
along with several other nominations 
for roles in the Trump Treasury De-
partment. That is how the process gen-
erally unfolds. 

Two years later, Brian McGuire was 
nominated to replace Mr. Maloney. His 
hearing was held July 24, 2019. The Fi-
nance Committee approved his nomina-
tion a week later. He was confirmed to 
serve in the Trump administration on 
September 24. 

In both cases, these two nominees, 
colleagues, were confirmed 2 months 
after their hearings. 

Jon Davidson has been waiting 4 
months since his hearing on May 25— 
nearly twice as long as Trump nomi-
nees waited for the same job. 

I think we all understand that it is 
essential to have qualified individuals 
heading up offices of Legislative Af-
fairs. They help to make sure adminis-
trations follow the laws, just as the 
Senate passes as intended. They help 
Members write legislation. They make 
sure that all Members get responses to 
their questions with respect to over-
sight. 

Setting everything else aside, you 
would think Senate Republicans would 
be especially interested now in making 
sure the Senate can perform that es-
sential oversight. I myself am looking 
for some straight answers to a number 
of oversight requests I had posed to the 
Treasury Department, and having Jon 
installed in his new role as Treasury 
would sure help to move that process 
along. Federal Agencies and the Con-
gress need these legislative point 
guards in order for Agencies to run as 
smoothly as possible. 

This isn’t a policy position, nor is 
Jon Davidson a nominee who raises 
any major concern from anybody. I 
have yet to hear even anything resem-
bling a substantive reason from Senate 
Republicans for opposing a nominee 
like Jon Davidson, who got a 28-to- 
nothing vote out of committee to lead 
this office. There is no reason for de-
laying any longer. 

Therefore, I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to the fol-
lowing nomination: Calendar No. 168, 
Jonathan Davidson, to be Deputy 
Under Secretary of the Treasury; that 
the nomination be confirmed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate; that no fur-
ther motions be in order to the nomi-
nation; and that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER). Is there objection? 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
Mr. CRUZ. Reserving the right to ob-

ject. Mr. President, this continues a 
discussion we have been having for 
days and indeed weeks and indeed 
months. Joe Biden is being flagrantly 
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