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it over to the National Democratic
Party.

The Senate will never green light po-
litically motivated attempts to take
over America’s elections, and that is
good thing. And we are not going to go
down this road on this new, rehashed,
modified, substitute effort to nation-
alize our Federal elections.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

CLIMATE LEGISLATION

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President,
for more than 100 years, scientists have
shown that burning fossil fuels creates
carbon pollution that heats up and
builds up in our atmosphere. It just
doesn’t go away. It just keeps building
up more and more and more.

And for more than 100 years, we kept
on burning fossil fuels anyway. In fact,
we have given major—as a Congress—
major, permanent tax benefits for the
past 100 years to the fossil fuel indus-
try. Now we are experiencing the full
force and the huge cost of that choice,
and it is growing even faster than
many predicted.

This week, I published a report that
outlined how extreme weather events
are becoming more destructive, more
dangerous, and more expensive, thanks
to the climate crisis.

Last year, the U.S. Senate set an
awful record. We had 22 separate bil-
lion-dollar weather and climate disas-
ters in one year—the most ever. In
total, these 22 disasters cost the Nation
almost $100 billion in damages, and 262
Americans lost their lives in severe
storms and heat waves and wildfires.

2020 may have set a record, but, un-
fortunately, it is a record that is going
to be broken probably this year. Over
the past 5 years, American taxpayers
have spent an average of $126 billion a
year in damages due to these disasters.
And the total cost of these disasters
over the last 15 years tops $1 trillion,
and growing every single day, every
single year.

We are debating right now a budget—
a Build Back Better Budget—and it in-
volves investing in a number of impor-
tant things over 10 years at about $350
billion a year, and we are going to
spend that very soon just on climate
damage if we don’t get ahead of this.

I know the Presiding Officer is lead-
ing on this in a very important way,
which I thank you, for the issue around
clean electricity policies. We have a lot
of work to do. Nobody is going un-
touched. No State is untouched—from
Montana to Mississippi, to Massachu-
setts, to Michigan.

Last week, President Biden was in
Idaho surveying the terrible damage
caused by wildfires. He said: “We can’t
continue to ignore reality.”

He is right. The reality is carbon pol-
lution is the root cause of the climate
crisis. Pollution goes into the atmos-
phere. It doesn’t leave. It just gathers
there more and more and more and
more, and we are seeing what is hap-
pening as a result of that.
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If we don’t combat the climate crisis
now, the destruction and the deaths
will continue to go up and up and up. If
you think taking action is expensive,
consider the cost of inaction.

Who pays the bill?

Well, we all do. We all pay the bill.

Then there is the personal cost. I am
thinking of a landowner who lives on
the same wooded acres his grandfather
owned—or at least he did until a
drought-fueled wildfire destroyed his
home and the forest that surrounded it.

I am thinking of the small business
that lost its roof and all of its inven-
tory when a hurricane and the result-
ing storm surge hit a small beachside
community.

I am thinking of all the Michigan
growers I know who are one early
freeze or dry season away from being
unable to keep the family farm going,
and I am thinking of those 262 families
who lost someone they loved and will
never be the same.

We owe it to those families to take
action so that the climate crisis
doesn’t continue to cost people their
lives and their livelihoods, and we owe
it to American taxpayers to do all we
can to avoid the worst impacts of this
crisis.

We know what we need to do. We
know what we need to do. We need to
cut carbon pollution. That is what we
need to do. There are big interests on
the other side—oil and gas and coal in-
terests. There is a lot of money—big
special interests that keep trying to
tell us this isn’t real. You know, what
you are seeing right in front of your
face, what you are experiencing in your
life, isn’t real; it is pretend; it is not
really happening. They put a lot of
money into trying to stop what we are
doing, but we have to take action. We
have to take action. We know this is
about carbon pollution; it is also about
methane pollution and other green-
house gases.

We can start doing something about
it by passing the Build Back Better
budget that the President has pro-
posed. The Build Back Better budget
will make electric vehicles more af-
fordable and ensure that they are built
right here in the United States. I want
them built in Michigan, but at a min-
imum, we want them built in the
United States. That is really important
because we know that the transpor-
tation sector is the single largest
source of carbon pollution that is driv-
ing climate change. Electric vehicles
are a major part of the solution but not
the only one, but they are a major part
of it.

The question is not whether they will
be built; it is where they will be built—
whether they are going to be built in
China, where they are spending over
$100 billion right now to capture the
entire market, including electric bat-
teries as well as the vehicles, or wheth-
er we are going to make it in America.

My goal is to make these vehicles in
America. I have often said that Michi-
gan workers are the best in the world.
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I believe that. Under the Build Back
Better budget, they will lead this
world. American workers will lead the
world if we are smart about doing what
we need to do to invest in America.

The Build Back Better budget also
provides clean energy tax incentives,
and it funds clean energy procurement
so we can make the electricity we need
to power the vehicles without carbon
pollution. It helps ensure that the
technologies we need to transition to
clean energy are built right here in the
United States by providing tax credits
for manufacturers to retool and build
new plants to produce advanced energy
parts.

It will hold polluters accountable and
make sure they are held responsible for
their actions. It will invest in impor-
tant clean electricity policies. It will
invest in climate-smart agriculture so
that farmers and ranchers and for-
esters can continue to be an even big-
ger part of the solution, and it will re-
store our forests and make them more
resilient to wildfires.

The Build Back Better budget, along-
side the bipartisan infrastructure pack-
age, which is also very important, will
make our infrastructure more resilient
and tackle the main driver of the cli-
mate crisis: carbon pollution.

Best of all, these investments will
also create millions of good-paying
American jobs. That is the great part.
As we are transitioning in Michigan,
we are seeing jobs that are being cre-
ated as part of the clean energy econ-
omy.

It is true that these policies rep-
resent significant investments, but it
is also true that the cost of inaction is
much, much higher. Inaction has con-
sequences—so many different con-
sequences—for us, for our children, for
our grandchildren, and we can’t afford
those consequences. We just can’t af-
ford those consequences anymore.

So, on behalf of all of our children,
on behalf of our grandchildren, now is
the time to act. We must take this mo-
ment because we are running out of
time. We must take this moment to act
to address the pollution that is cre-
ating this climate crisis. We can do it—
we know what to do—but now is the
time to act and get it done.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. CRUZ. Madam President, I rise
today to call attention to the humani-
tarian crisis that is happening right
now in the State of Texas, another one
happening right now in Del Rio, TX—
yet another consequence of President
Biden’s and Vice President HARRIS’S
dangerous refusal to enforce our laws
or to protect our border, a refusal that
is causing people to die; that is causing
young girls to be trafficked; that is
causing drugs to pour into our State;
and that is causing our communities to
become much less safe.

Right now, thousands of Haitians are
camped under a bridge in Del Rio, TX,



September 22, 2021

after illegally entering our country.
Six days ago, I went down to Del Rio
myself to see firsthand what was going
on and why this was happening. The
sheer number of people under the
bridge took my breath away. People
were struggling enormously, including
infants, including young children, and I
learned from authorities on the ground
what had happened and that this was a
man-made crisis. To understand what
occurred, we have to go back to Sep-
tember 8.

On September 8 and in the weeks
that preceded it, there were between
700 and 1,000 people under that bridge
in Del Rio. That was about the traffic
that was coming in each day illegally.
Then, on September 8, the Biden ad-
ministration made a political decision.
There were some 900 Haitian illegal im-
migrants who were scheduled to board
planes and be deported back to Haiti.
Roughly, 85 percent of the illegal im-
migrants crossing at Del Rio are from
Haiti originally. On September 8, the
Biden administration canceled those
planes. It informed those 900 Haitians
that they would not be deported but
that they would, instead, be allowed to
stay in the United States, and what
happened next is simple.

Those 900 picked up their phones, and
they called their friends; they called
their families; they texted their friends
and families. Between the period of
September 8, when the Biden adminis-
tration canceled those flights back to
Haiti and September 16—8 days later
when I was in Del Rio—the 700 people
under the bridge had become 10,503.
That is what the total was the day I
was there—10,503 packed in in deplor-
able conditions. They had already
crossed into the United States. They
were packed under that bridge because
the Border Patrol lacked the capacity
to process anything close to that num-
ber, and within a couple more days, the
10,503 had become 15,000 people.

To put that in perspective, the city
of Del Rio has a population of 35,000
people. Nearly half the population of
Del Rio was under that bridge. We have
seen bread and water and toilet paper
and basic necessities flying off store
shelves in Del Rio, which wasn’t ex-
pecting to have to handle such a mas-
sive influx of illegal immigrants.

The people of Del Rio are concerned;
they are dismayed; they don’t under-
stand why the Federal Government re-
fuses to enforce the law. Law enforce-
ment is concerned and dismayed and
doesn’t understand why Joe Biden and
KAMALA HARRIS won’t enforce the law.
The mayor in Del Rio is a Democrat,
and he is frustrated and dismayed with
the crisis the Federal Government has
caused.

In the past month, I have traveled
throughout South Texas, doing
roundtables—sitting down with farm-
ers and ranchers, sitting down with
sheriffs and local law enforcement, sit-
ting down with elected officials. A
great many of the elected officials in
South Texas are Democrats. South
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Texas, historically, has been a very
Democratic region of the State. To a
person, every elected Democrat with
whom I sat down was horrified at what
was happening.

More than one elected Democrat in
South Texas said to me: If the National
Democratic Party is the party of open
borders, I can’t be for that.

You know, in this body, we listen to
lots of elected officials from States
that don’t have a border with Mexico
pontificate on how enforcing the border
is somehow cruel. I will tell you what
is cruel: having 10,503 people under-
neath a bridge, in shantytown condi-
tions, where children, where women,
where men are sleeping out in the ele-
ments and where even more come.

One of the things that strikes me
about that Del Rio influx is many of
those individuals had already been
granted asylum in Mexico. So they had
come from Haiti to Mexico. They had
been granted asylum—they were living
legally in Mexico—but when the Biden
administration canceled the flights
back to Haiti and word got out of,
‘“Hey, come to Del Rio. It is olly olly
oxen free. If you come to Del Rio, you
can stay in America,” it took 8 days
for 700 people to become 10,503.

The Biden administration has also
shut down five Border Patrol check-
points in the Del Rio sector area of re-
sponsibility so they can redirect per-
sonnel just to process the mass of ille-
gal immigrants under the bridge in Del
Rio, and, of course, it is at those
checkpoints that trucks carrying ille-
gal immigrants or trucks carrying
drugs into our country are caught.

So, with Joe Biden and KAMALA HAR-
RIS pulling the personnel away from
that, we know yet more illegal immi-
grants will stream into this country.
We know yet more women will be raped
and sexually assaulted by human traf-
fickers. We know more children—more
little boys and more little girls—will
face physical assault and sexual as-
sault from human traffickers. We also
know that more  heroin, more
fentanyl—more illegal drugs—will pour
into our States. And, by the way, not
just the State of Texas, but every
State in the Union will have more peo-
ple die from illegal drugs because Joe
Biden and KAMALA HARRIS refuse to en-
force the law and are pulling law en-
forcement off of their job of protecting
our communities.

On Monday, Department of Homeland
Security Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas went down to Del Rio. Let
me say I am glad he did. Joe Biden
hasn’t been to Del Rio. KAMALA HARRIS
hasn’t been to Del Rio. She is osten-
sibly the border control czar, but the
czar can’t be bothered to actually go to
the southern border where the crisis is
occurring.

Secretary Mayorkas, in Del Rio, said:
“We are very concerned that Haitians
who are taking this irregular migra-
tion path are receiving false informa-
tion that the border is open.”

Well, I wonder why they think the
border is open. Maybe it is because the
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Biden administration halted the depor-
tation flights to Haiti. Maybe it is be-
cause Joe Biden is releasing Haitians
who illegally cross the border at Del
Rio into the United States at a stag-
gering scale. Maybe it is because Joe
Biden halted construction of the border
wall the day that he became President.
Maybe it is because Joe Biden rein-
stated the failed catch-and-release pol-
icy or maybe it is because Joe Biden,
on day 1 of the Presidency, ended the
incredibly successful ‘“‘Remain in Mex-
ico” policy, which was an international
agreement that President Trump had
negotiated with the Government of
Mexico that provided that when people
crossed illegally into Mexico, that they
would remain in Mexico while their
U.S. asylum case was proceeding.

That agreement was phenomenally
successful—so much so that last year,
in 2020, we had the lowest rate of ille-
gal immigration in 45 years.

I want to point out to you that some
of the Democratic Party, some in the
media like to say: Well, this problem
has been with us a long time. This
problem is not Joe Biden’s fault; it is
not KAMALA HARRIS' fault. We can’t
solve the crisis at our southern border.

If you hear elected Democrats saying
that, if you hear the corrupt corporate
media saying that, you know they are
not telling you the truth.

Why is that? Because last year, 12
months ago, we had the lowest rate of
illegal immigration in 45 years. We
know how to solve this crisis. The ‘‘Re-
main in Mexico’’ international agree-
ment worked, and Joe Biden and
KAMALA HARRIS, for political reasons,
decided to tear up that international
agreement and declare open season on
our southern border.

This year, since Joe Biden has been
President, over 1.2 million illegal im-
migrants have come into the United
States. We are on pace for more than 2
million this year, which is the highest
rate in 20 years.

Do you want to see how much policy
and politics matter? We went from the
lowest rate in 45 years last year to the
highest rate in 21 years this year. And
it is all because of politics, because Joe
Biden and KAMALA HARRIS had made
promises to the open-border radicals in
their party.

I will tell you, I have been to the bor-
der. I have been to the Biden cages. For
4 years, Democrats went on and on and
on. The corrupt corporate media went
on and on and on about kids in cages.
You couldn’t turn on the evening news
without hearing ‘‘kids in cages.”

What they didn’t tell you is that
Barack Obama built those cages, and,
today, under Joe Biden, the cages are
bigger and they are more full than they
were before.

Every Democrat who stood up and la-
mented ‘‘kids in cages’ and the House
of Representatives—Representative
OCASIO-CORTEZ has a famous photo of
her grasping her head by the Kids in
cages. Well, I am going to give a simple
challenge for Representative OCASIO-
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CORTEZ and for every Democrat in this
body: Go see the Biden cages with your
own eyes.

I have seen them—the Donna tent fa-
cility, with over 4,000 people, with lit-
tle boys and little girls on top of each
other. Just a couple of weeks ago, when
I was in the Rio Grande Valley, the
rate of COVID positivity in the Biden
cages was over 22 percent.

And all the Democrats who talked
about this, if they don’t go, if they
don’t denounce the Biden cages, then
they are telling you that they are hyp-
ocrites; that they didn’t believe it
when they said it; that they didn’t care
about it when they said it; that it was
all politics. It wasn’t about their kids.

Why does Joe Biden refuse to go to
the Rio Grande Valley? Because if he
goes, the TV cameras will come with
him.

Why does KAMALA HARRIS, who is
supposed to be the border czar—she is
supposed to be in charge of this—why
won’t she go to the Rio Grande Valley?
Because if she went, the TV cameras
would come and would show the Biden
cages.

And the Democrats are counting on
the corrupt corporate media to sud-
denly say: Nothing to see here. Fifteen
thousand Haitians under a bridge in
Del Rio? Nothing to see here.

Does anyone want to know what Joe
Biden’s favorite ice cream flavor is?
That is the news. Never mind 1.2 mil-
lion illegal immigrants. Never mind
when I took 19 Senators down to the
border. We went out on the river and
saw a man floating dead in the river
who died trying to cross illegally.
Never mind the South Texas farmers
and ranchers, the moms who told me: I
won’t let my teenage kids go out on
our ranch without being armed with a
loaded firearm because there are so
many human traffickers and narcotics
traffickers that it is dangerous for
them to go out on their own ranch.

Never mind the South Texas farmers
and ranchers, who told me at
roundtables how tired they are of going
out and finding dead bodies.

Do you want to understand what is
happening? You say there is no crisis?
Come to Brooks County. I invite every
Democrat here to Brooks County.
Brooks County in South Texas, it is
just north of the border. Brooks Coun-
ty, over and over and over again, there
are dead bodies of illegal immigrants.

The traffickers who are bringing
them in, they are not nice guys. They
are not humanitarians. They don’t give
a damn. That means, if one of the ille-
gal immigrants is a pregnant woman,
is a young child, is elderly, is sick,
they just abandon them. They leave
them in the rough terrain in the sum-
mer heat, and, over and over again, the
farmers and ranchers encounter dead
bodies on their property, where the
traffickers have abandoned them.

I ask you: Is that humane? Is that
compassionate, that Joe Biden and
KAMALA HARRIS policy that encour-
ages, that puts people in harm’s way
and results in people dying?
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When we were down at the border, we
saw a young girl who had been gang
raped by the human traffickers who
had brought her to America. The rate
of sexual assault is staggering, particu-
larly among the girls and young
women, so much so that a significant
percentage of young women, before
they take the harrowing trip with the
traffickers, will implant a birth con-
trol because they know the odds of
their being sexually assaulted are so
great.

And I will tell you, as I was doing the
roundtables, one of the things I saw
also was the colored wrist bands. So
the traffickers are global cartels that
are criminals. They are vicious crimi-
nals. They charge anyone—a young
man, a young woman, a little boy, a
little girl—thousands of dollars, any-
where from 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, $8,000 to cross
into the United States.

By the way, do you know there is 100-
percent operational control on the bor-
der—100 percent—on the southern side?
Nobody crosses the border without the
cartels’ permission. If you do, they will
kill you. Every person who crosses the
border does so after paying the cartels,
because you will be killed otherwise.

But often, when they come, they will
cross, and they will end up at a stash
house. I have been to those stash
houses. I have been out on the mid-
night patrols with the Border Patrol.
You go into those stash houses, and
there are colored wrist bands that they
put on the illegal immigrants, and the
colors correspond to how many thou-
sands of dollars they paid and how
many thousands of dollars more they
owe.

Often, when they get here, the car-
tels will say: Thank you for your x
thousand dollars. We want y thousand
more.

Tragically, it is at those stash houses
in the United States where many of the
sexual assaults occur. And so these im-
migrants, many of whom are young
children, teenage children, when they
get here, the Biden administration de-
livers them to their final destination.
Joe Biden and KAMALA HARRIS and
their administration are the last mile
of the human trafficking network.

But for the 14-, 15-year-old boy who
arrives in Atlanta, who arrives in New
York, who arrives in Detroit, who ar-
rives in Nashville—many of those 14-
and 15-year-old boys owe thousands of
dollars to the cartels, which means
they arrive in your city—you might
think Georgia is not a border State.
But when teenagers are arriving in At-
lanta owing thousands of dollars to the
cartels, they work for the cartels, and
the cartels know who their family is
and where their family is, and they
risk their mother or father being mur-
dered if they don’t work for the cartels
to pay off the cartels.

The young women have it even
worse. There are teenage girls who
make the decision: I want to come to
America; I want to come to the prom-
ised land.
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We have been a beacon of hope to
millions throughout our history. They
don’t realize they are stepping into
Hell on Earth when the traffickers
take them and then take them to a
cartel facility in whatever city they
end up in, where many of those teenage
girls, still owing thousands of dollars
to the cartels, have to work to pay off
that debt by forced prostitution. Young
girls forced into a life of sex slavery be-
cause the alternative is murder at the
hand of the cartels. This is happening.

The fact that Joe Biden doesn’t want
to talk about it, the fact that KAMALA
HARRIS claims it is not happening, the
fact that the corrupt corporate media
ignores it, it doesn’t stop the fact that
hundreds of thousands of people are
suffering.

Mr. President, you and I are on the
Senate Judiciary Committee. We have
had four hearings in the Democrat-con-
trolled Judiciary Committee on am-
nesty. In case the American people
missed it, we get that the Democrats
want amnesty for every illegal alien.
That is not lost on anybody.

We haven’t had a single hearing on
the humanitarian crisis at the border.
We haven’t had a single hearing on the
Biden cages.

Is it really the case that no Demo-
crat in this Chamber cares about the
children being assaulted, cares about
the children catching COVID, cares
about the illegal immigrants being re-
leased by Joe Biden and KAMALA HAR-
RIS with COVID into our communities?

I get, politically, that this is an in-
convenient topic to discuss. It is not
the political narrative Democrats want
to address. But every Democrat in this
body needs to ask: Did you believe one
word of the rhetoric you said during
the Trump administration? Or was it
all politics?

And, by the way, I saw the kids in
cages, and I went to them directly
when Obama was President. I saw them
when Trump was President. I saw them
when Biden was President. The dif-
ference last year is that we had the
lowest numbers in 45 years. We were
fixing the problem last year by enforc-
ing the law.

Joe Biden has created this crisis
through political divisions.

I make one final point: right now, 10
to 15,000 Haitian illegal immigrants
under a bridge in Del Rio, TX. It is
easy for Democrats to say: Well, that is
not my problem.

It is easy for Democrats to say: 1
have never been to Del Rio. What do I
care about those folks in South Texas.

I ask you: How would this issue be
different if those illegal immigrants—if
their point of entry was Martha’s Vine-
yard? How would this issue be different
if their point of entry was Silicon Val-
ley, perhaps right outside the head-
quarters of Google—15,000 illegal immi-
grants under bridges?

The corrupt corporate media doesn’t
care. The Democrats, I hope, will dem-
onstrate that they do.

And I will tell you this: The Amer-
ican people care. What is happening at
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our southern border is wrong, and it
needs to end.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
OSSOFF). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON WHITE NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
White nomination?

Ms. HASSAN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

The result was announced—yeas 80,
nays 18, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 373 Ex.]

YEAS—80

Baldwin Grassley Portman
Barrasso Hagerty Reed
Bennet Hassan Risch
Blackburn Heinrich Romney
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Rosen
Blunt Hirono Sanders
Booker Hoeven Sasse
Brown Kaine Schatz
Burr Kelly Schumer
Cantwell King
Capito Klobuchar z;:;feéic)
Cardin Leahy ;

Sinema
Carper Lee N
Casey Lujan Smith
Cassidy Lummis Stabenow
Collins Manchin Tester
Coons Markey Thune
Cornyn McConnell Tillis
Cortez Masto Menendez Toomey
Cramer Merkley Van Hollen
Crapo Moran Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Ernst Murray Whitehouse
Fischer Ossoff Wicker
Gillibrand Padilla Wyden
Graham Peters Young

NAYS—18
Boozman Hyde-Smith Paul
Braun Inhofe Rubio
Cotton Johnson Scott (FL)
Cruz Kennedy Shelby
Daines Lankford Sullivan
Hawley Marshall Tuberville
NOT VOTING—2

Feinstein Rounds

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
KELLY).

Under the previous order, the motion
to reconsider is considered made and
laid upon the table, and the President
will be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action.

(Mr.
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CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 341, Flor-
ence Y. Pan, of the District of Columbia, to
be United States District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Charles E. Schumer, Mazie K. Hirono,
Sheldon Whitehouse, Jack Reed, Mar-
tin Heinrich, Michael F. Bennet, Jacky
Rosen, Richard Blumenthal, Alex
Padilla, John Hickenlooper, Kirsten E.
Gillibrand, Tina Smith, Tim Kaine,
Ben Ray Lujan, Chris Van Hollen, Jeff
Merkley.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Florence Y. Pan, of the District of
Columbia, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Columbia,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) are necessarily ab-
sent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the
Senator from Kentucky (Mr. PAUL), the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS), and the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. SHELBY).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 66,
nays 27, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 374 Ex.]

YEAS—66
Baldwin Grassley Portman
Barrasso Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Romney
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Rosen
Booker Hirono Sanders
Brown Kaine Schatz
Burr Kelly Schumer
Cantwell King Scott (SC)
Capito Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Leahy Sinema
Carper Lee Smith
Casey Lujan Stabenow
Collins Markey Tester
Coons McConnell Tillis
Cornyn Menendez Toomey
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Cotton Murkowski Warner
Duckworth Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray Warren
Ernst Ossoff Whitehouse
Fischer Padilla Wyden
Gillibrand Peters Young

NAYS—27
Blackburn Cruz Inhofe
Blunt Daines Johnson
Boozman Hagerty Kennedy
Braun Hawley Lankford
Cassidy Hoeven Lummis
Cramer Hyde-Smith Marshall

S6619

Moran Sasse Thune

Risch Scott (FL) Tuberville

Rubio Sullivan Wicker
NOT VOTING—17

Crapo Manchin Shelby

Feinstein Paul

Graham Rounds

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 66, the nays are 27.
The motion is agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Florence Y. Pan, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be United States
District Judge for the District of Co-
lumbia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

The

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. DURBIN. I move to proceed to
legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

NOTICE OF A TIE VOTE UNDER
S. RES. 27

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to print the fol-
lowing letter in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE, COMMITTEE ON ENVI-
RONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS,
Washington, DC, September 22, 2021.
To the Secretary of the Senate:

PNb541, the nomination of Jennifer B. Sass,
of Maryland, to a Member of the Chemical
Safety and Hazard Investigations Board,
having been referred to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works, with a
quorum present, has voted on the nomina-
tions as follows—

On the question of reporting the nomina-
tion without recommendation, 10 ayes to 10
noes.

In accordance with section 3, paragraph
(1)(A) of S. Res. 27 of the 117th Congress, I
hereby give notice that the Committee has
not reported the nomination because of a tie
vote, and ask that this notice be printed in
the Record pursuant to the resolution.

THOMAS R. CARPER,
Chair.

————
HONORING OFFICER CHRISTOPHER
NEIL OBERHEIM

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to the re-
markable life of Officer Christopher
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