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Portman Scott (FL) Tillis

Risch Scott (SC) Toomey

Romney Shelby Tuberville

Rubio Sullivan Wicker

Sasse Thune Young
NOT VOTING—3

Burr Feinstein Rounds

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The Senator from Wyoming.

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
come to the floor to talk about the
growing list of disasters that is occur-
ring in this country and around the
world as a result of the actions of
President Biden.

The most recent disaster is President
Biden’s surrender of Afghanistan to
global terrorists. For two decades,
Americans fought and died in Afghani-
stan, and they did it to keep our coun-
try safe and free. On Thursday, August
26, the United States lost 13 service-
members in Kabul, Afghanistan. It was
the deadliest single day for our mili-
tary in more than a decade. One of
those fallen heroes, 20-year-old Rylee
McCollum, was from Wyoming.

Despite heroic sacrifice by our serv-
icemembers, the Taliban, today, is
stronger than ever. The Taliban con-
trols more territory than it did on Sep-
tember 11 of 2001, 20 years ago. Afghan-
istan is, once again, a safe harbor for
terrorists.

This disaster happened because Presi-
dent Biden paid more attention to the
calendar on the wall than he did to the
conditions on the ground. President
Biden wanted symbolism. Well, we got
symbolism. We got the symbol of ter-
rorists. It is the one they wanted. It is
the symbol of helicopters flying, leav-
ing the roof of the U.S. Embassy in Af-
ghanistan—something that President
Biden promised the American people
they would never see, but there it was
for the world to see.

The entire world also witnessed des-
perate Afghan citizens. They were
plummeting to their deaths as they
tried to hang onto planes that were
leaving from the airport. President
Biden was so eager to pull our troops
out of Afghanistan by an arbitrary date
that he left hundreds, if not thousands,
of American citizens trapped—hostages
behind enemy lines. President Biden
abandoned the strategically located
Bagram Air Base. It is the one base
that could have evacuated people safe-
ly.

The Biden administration even gave
the Taliban a list of American citizens.
I mean, can you imagine that? The ad-
ministration gave the Taliban—the ter-
rorists—a list of American citizens,
green card holders, Afghan allies, peo-
ple we wanted to get out of the coun-
try. To me and many Americans who
heard that this happened, we saw it as
a Kkill list—a list that the terrorists
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would use against American citizens
and our allies on the ground—and we
may never kKnow how many are cap-
tured or tortured and are killed.

We could have left Afghanistan with
our honor intact. Instead, our enemies
are now emboldened, and our friends
are furious—furious at us. Billions and
billions of dollars’ worth of American
military equipment and military se-
crets are now in the hands of the
Taliban. Joe Biden has armed the
Taliban beyond its wildest dreams. The
Taliban has seized more than 600,000
American weapons. This includes over
2,000 armored vehicles, like Humvees,
MRAPs, and even American tanks.
They also have at least 40 aircraft, in-
cluding Black Hawk helicopters and
drones. The Biden administration has
no plan either to get these weapons
back or to destroy them where they sit
on the ground.

President Biden has surrendered
America to the terrorists, and now I
believe they are coming for us.

Yet Afghanistan is just one of Presi-
dent Biden’s many failures. On issue
after issue, this President has dis-
played complete incompetence.

For instance, President Biden has
displayed gross incompetence and mis-
management at our southern border.
On President Biden’s first day in of-
fice—on the very first day—he flipped
on a green light at the border, and he
laid out the welcome mat. He shut
down the construction of the border
wall even though it had been fully paid
for. He illegally ended the very suc-
cessful “Remain in Mexico’’ policy, and
he stopped all deportations. Ever since
then—ever since that day 1 of his ad-
ministration—illegal immigration has
been at an alltime high.

Over the last week, we have seen
more than 10,000 illegal immigrants
crowding under a single bridge in Del
Rio, TX. Since President Biden became
President, more than a million illegal
immigrants have crossed into our
country. That is more than twice the
population of Wyoming. Some of these
illegal immigrants carry deadly dis-
ease; others carry illegal weapons.
Since Joe Biden became President, our
border agents have seized enough
fentanyl—it is a deadly drug—to Kill
every American man, woman, and
child.

The Joe Biden border crisis is—and
the word is important to hear here—
“unprecedented.” That is not my word.
It is a direct quote from the Secretary
of Homeland Security. Joe Biden’s Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, a few
weeks ago, was caught on tape. He told
our Border Patrol officers that the bor-
der situation ‘‘cannot continue.”

He went on to say:

If our border is our first line of defense,
then we are going to lose. . This is
unsustainable.

Again, this is coming from President
Biden’s Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity.

Yet Democrats in Washington want
to double down on this open border pol-
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icy. Senate Democrats have tried to
give amnesty to over 8 million illegal
immigrants. Now, they have failed, but
if they had been successful, it would
have been the largest amnesty for ille-
gal immigrants in our Nation’s history.
Well, that sends a very loud message to
people all around the world. It says, if
you come here illegally, the Democrats
are sure going to try to give you gov-
ernment benefits and maybe even citi-
zenship. This message from this White
House and the Democrats only
strengthens the magnet for people to
come here illegally.

Under President Biden, we have cho-
sen chaos on the border, and we have
chaos also in Democratic-governed cit-
ies. Over the past year and a half, we
have seen an unprecedented rise in
murders, in shootings, and in violent
crime in Democratic-run cities. Last
year, the murder rate went up by a
third. This year, it is up again. Nearly
all of the increases are in cities run by
Democrats.

Last year, in Democratic cities, what
did they do? Well, they cut more than
$1 billion off the funding for our police,
for law enforcement—for the people
who are there to keep the cities and
the streets safe. As a result, crime is
out of control, and working families
are scared.

There is also something else that is
worrying families all across America,
and those are the skyrocketing costs
they have to pay every time they fill
up their tanks or when they go to the
grocery stores. At a time when our
economy should be booming, the pur-
chasing power of people’s paychecks is
getting eaten away. Gasoline is now
nearly a dollar more a gallon than it
was when Joe Biden took office. Now it
costs about $25 more to fill up your ve-
hicle. It costs about $25 more for a
weekly trip of shopping at the grocery
store. So $25 for gas and $25 for gro-
ceries is $50 a week. That is over $2,000
a year in lost buying ability—lost
power of the paycheck—for American
families.

Inflation is happening because of ex-
cessive Democratic borrowing and
spending. Gas prices are also rising be-
cause President Biden is restricting
American energy. He has killed thou-
sands of good energy jobs. He took an
ax to the Keystone XL Pipeline. He
stopped all new oil and gas leases on
Federal land. It is no surprise to Amer-
icans that the price of energy is going
up.
And what is President Biden’s solu-
tion to this? Well, he wants to raise
taxes on energy produced in America.
He doesn’t want Americans to explore
for energy and oil in the United States.
No. His National Security Advisor, last
month, actually asked foreign oil-pro-
ducing countries, including Saudi Ara-
bia and Russia—this is the National
Security Advisor—to pump more for-
eign oil to lower the price of gas. And
you say: How do you know that? Well,
it was on the White House’s website,
right there for the world to see. The



September 21, 2021

President would prefer for us to buy
energy from our enemies rather than
produce it here at home.

Under the last President and the pre-
vious administration, the TUnited
States became energy dominant. Presi-
dent Biden seems very determined to
make us energy dependent once again.

I could go on. There are so many fail-
ures of the Biden administration to dis-
cuss. Every single one of these crises
could have been avoided. Each one was
predictable and could have been pre-
ventable. They could have been avoided
with competent leadership in the White
House. They could have been avoided if
Democrats had stopped their mad dash
to the left.

The American people gave us a 50-50
Senate. They didn’t ask for a leftwing
agenda. No wonder recent polls show
Americans, overwhelmingly, say the
country is headed in the wrong direc-
tion. The American people know what
they want: safe communities, secure
borders, higher wages, lower prices. It
is what I hear in Wyoming, and it is
what I heard this past weekend. The in-
competence of this administration over
the last 8 months cannot be allowed to
continue. The American people deserve
better.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
MOTION TO DISCHARGE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
pursuant to S. Res. 27, the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs being tied on the question of re-
porting, I move to discharge the Senate
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs from further consider-
ation of the nomination of Rohit
Chopra, of the District of Columbia, to
be Director, Bureau of Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection for a term of five
years.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the provisions of S. Res. 27, there will
now be up to 4 hours of debate on the
motion, equally divided between the
two leaders or their designees, with no
motions, points of order, or amend-
ments in order.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
for the information of all Senators, we
expect the vote on the motion to dis-
charge to occur around 5:40 p.m.

I yield the floor to my friend from
Louisiana.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

SUPPLEMENTAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, I
rise, as I have before, to explain the ur-
gent need to pass a supplemental dis-
aster assistance bill. But this time it is
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not just for Hurricane Laura, which hit
southwest Louisiana over a year ago; it
now includes Hurricane Ida, the fifth-
most powerful storm to hit the United
States, which hit Southeast Louisiana
last month.

And here, for example, is some of the
flooding that was related to Hurricane
Ida. I should point out, by the way,
that this is not considered a flood
event. Well, if it is not considered a
flood event, that looks like pretty bad
flooding. This is considered a wind
event; and so even when it is not con-
sidered a flood event, you see almost
this entire community flooded.

So I guess my statement, Madam
President, is: We can’t afford—we
should not allow the impact of an en-
tire year’s—now almost 2 years’—worth
of natural disasters go unaddressed for
fellow Americans.

I mentioned it is over a year since
Hurricane Laura wreaked havoc on
Lake Charles. We are only a couple
weeks shy of the 1-year anniversary of
Hurricane Delta, a category 2 storm
that followed on almost the exact same
track to hit Southwest Louisiana.
Those who were trying to recover were
once again subjected to tremendous
rains with flooding, and then Hurricane
Ida.

But before I go to Ida, let me also
point out there were also unprece-
dented winter storms which unleashed
catastrophic damage to livestock,
crops, and buildings for Louisiana
farmers. The same storms that got
more publicity in Texas hit us as well,
and then Ida and Tropical Storm Nich-
olas.

In light of these storms, I must speak
about the National Flood Insurance
Program, or NFIP, which is set to roll
out Risk Rating 2.0 on October 1, while
many policyholders are still recovering
from hurricane damage.

FEMA said Risk Rating 2.0—FEMA
said policyholders were supposed to be
able to get the information of what
their new premiums would be by Au-
gust 1. FEMA missed that deadline.
They only recently made the informa-
tion available, less than 1 month of ad-
vanced notice.

But despite the lack of transparency,
we know Risk Rating 2.0 will increase
costs. In Louisiana, 80 percent of pol-
icyholders will see increases in the
first year. For some, premiums may be-
come unaffordable and could collapse
the value of their home.

Now, these aren’t rich people. The
criticism of the program is that some
rich person with a home on the beach
gets subsidized flood insurance. That is
not true.

These are middle-income families
and working families, whom the Presi-
dent, by the way, pledged not to in-
crease the cost on those earning less
than 400,000 a year. These folks don’t
make $400,000 a year; they make far
less. They have a hard time paying
their gasoline bill or their food bill,
with the inflation we have had re-
cently, and now they are about to be
socked with Risk Rating 2.0.
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By the way, Congress never passed a
bill requiring that FEMA implement
this. President Biden can stop it. He
alone is responsible. He should ask
FEMA to delay implementation of
Risk Rating 2.0 or reconsider alto-
gether. At the end of the day, flood in-
surance must be affordable for the
homeowner, accessible for the home-
owner, accountable to the taxpayer,
and sustainable.

I proposed with Senator MENENDEZ—
and before Senator MENENDEZ, Senator
GILLIBRAND—reforms to accomplish
that. We can achieve that, but Risk
Rating 2.0 is not the way to do so. It is
time for Congress to conduct thorough
oversight.

And, of course, I represent the people
of Louisiana, but I could speak of any
place in the Nation which has flooded.
Speaking for the people of Louisiana,
but for all those fellow Americans who
flooded, when you flood, you have been
pounded; and my job is to help my fel-
low Americans, no matter where she or
he lives, to get back on their feet.

And right now I speak to the people
of Louisiana: It is my commitment to
you to attempt to do so.

And we are strong. We are resilient. I
drove through south Louisiana. There
were people cleaning up their house by
taking water-logged beds out, but they
gave a thumbs-up when you went by.
They are resilient. We are resilient
people.

On the other hand, when you see on a
map of power outage and we are 4
weeks out and there are still people
who don’t have power back, and this is
the United States of America? They
don’t have homes—they don’t have
electricity to their home. They can’t
run their refrigerator. Their home is
probably destroyed. It is a tough situa-
tion.

So I ask my colleagues to pass a
clean, separate disaster assistance bill.
The formal request from the White
House includes 2.3 billion for the Com-
munity Development Block Disaster
Recovery Program; 275 million for the
Emergency Watershed Protection Pro-
gram, 9 billion for the Wildlife and
Hurricane Indemnity Program, 100 mil-
lion for reclamation projects to address
western drought, and 2.6 billion for the
Federal Highway Emergency Relief.

This request includes initial, though
informal, estimates of what may also
be needed from damage inflicted by
Hurricane Ida. Specifically, they ex-
pect the cost and needs stemming from
Ida to likely exceed an additional $10
billion in the form of CDBG Disaster
Relief, Federal Highway Emergency
Relief, Federal Transit Emergency Re-
lief, Small Business Administration
disaster loans, and the Disaster Relief
Fund, among other programs.

And, of course, this is not just to ben-
efit our fellow Americans in Louisiana
but also those in the Northeast. More
people died in the Northeast related to
Hurricane Ida than died in Louisiana.
So this is not just for my State; it is
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